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THE 

HIS TO R Y 

OF THE 

Proceedings and Debates 

Of the TfflRD SESSION of the 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

OP THE 

Fourteenth Parliament of Great-Britain^ 

February l6k 

THE House in committee on importmg lumber from 
the Baltic. For the resolutions agreed to by the com* 
mittee, see page 274. 
Adjourned to the a 8th. 

February 28. 
Private business. Adjourned to the 3d of March. 

March 3. 
Bills passed. Adjourned to the 7th. 

March 7. 
Private business^ Adjourned to the I ith* 

March II. • • 

Hon. Temple Luttrell (in consequence of having giv^n No- 
tice some days ago) moved to bring in a bill^ for manning the 
navy in times of war, &g. 

It is a fundamental maxim, he said, with the excellent 
writer on the spirit of laws, that when any law is proposed 
which indicates more good than evil to a state, such law ought 
to be received. The unconstitutional effefts, the oppression,- 
and inefficacy of the present mode of levying men for the 
navy by an impress, are but too sensibly felt by the whole 
nation. A valuable sea-officer [Governor Johnstone], who 
is a distinguished ornament to this legislature, and whose pri- 
vate and public charafter do real honour to human nature, 
having formerly treated of the pradlicc of impressing, says, 
** Ir disgraces government, shocks- the spirit of our constitu- 
Vol. VI. B ' <v^^. 



2 PARLIAMENTARY A.iyyy, 

tion, and violates the laws of humanity ; therefore every plan 
to obviate the evil, has a claioi to a parent hearing and can- 
did discussion." — That worthy member's remarks must, I 
am sure, strike every body, who duly considers them, as just 
and forcible. Is it not an abominable sight, in a free country 
like ours, to have a number of sailors, with fire-arms and 
cutlasses, frequently in the dead of night, sometimes intoxi- 
cated with liquor, making their way into the dwellings of 
peaceable inhabitants ; dragging a sober, unoffending subjedl 
from his home and settled means of livelihood, to convey him 
on board an impress tender, from thence to a guard-ship ; im- 
prisoned amidst the moral and physical contagion of a miscel- 
laneous, kidnapped crew, to be driven across the seas, no mor- 
tal can tell him wliere, nor for how long a time ; — and, what 
is still worse, seized by surprize ; not suffered to bid a kind 
farewell to his wife and family, nor have thought of their fu- 
ture subsistence, when deprived of his care; to adopt a new 
way of life, perhaps that for which his limbs and frculties are 
the worst calculated and fashioned by his Creator ? And, Sir, 
is it not a serious matter of reproach to this wise, this liberal 
nation, never yet to have provided a remedy for such dread- 
ful and extensive sufferings ? What tumults, fear, and confu- 
sion, arise in every city, town, and village, within tenor twelve 
miles of a press-gang ! And what numberless inconveniences 
to all conditions of persons throughout Great Britain .' In 
1770, the Lord Mayor of London represented to the Board 
of Admiralty, that the city of London was so infested with 
press-gangs, that tradesmen and servants wer9 prevented from 
following their lawful business. A gentleman in Yorkshire, 
of rank and veracity (who was formerly a member of this 
House), sends me word, that such is at this time tlic ge- 
neral apprehension in that part of England from a press-gang 
at Tadcaster, that the labourers on his estate are dispersed 
abroad like a covey of partridges ; neither could half of them 
be brought back to their work, till the steward had given them 
assurance of his master's protedlion: still, it seems, they are< 
afraid to return to their own homes at night, and therefore 
constantly beg leave to sleep upon straw in the stables and out- 
houses of their landlord. In the west of England, the pub- 
lic are now so prejudiced by press-gangs, that [ have read a 
letter from Exeter, dated February 24, which observes, that 
there had been no fish in their town for upwards of a fort- 
night — a circumstance scarce known within the memory of 
man : and another conespondent of mine, paints the miseries 



A. l77^ DEBATES; 3 

of the neighbouring coasts, In as strong colours as if there 
were famine, pestilence, or some other awful and almost pre- 
ternatural visitation of Providence — markets deserted, the 
price of the most urgent necessaries of life thereby greatly 
enhanced, and numbers of families among the inferior classes 
of mankind, from the insecurity of the masters of those fa- 
milies, by whose toil and industry they had long Neen main- 
tained in comfort, reduced at once to the verge of poverty 
and wretchedness ! How shamefully has this unconstitutional 
license of the impress been abused at the town of Leicester, 
where men, the most unfit in every respedt for the sea-service^ 
were kidnapped, collared with iron, and manacled with cords 
or fetters, sent up to London in the basket of the stage-coach 
(as I understand), under command of a Serjeant of militia^ 
in violation of the most sacred laws of your constitution ; 
with an heavy local expence, and to no better end than to 
have them at length put at large, as totally incapable of thcJ 
errand they set out upon ! The animosities within this very 
metropolis of your empire, on the subjedl of impressing men 
for the navy, and the law-suits depending thereupon in the 
courts of Westminster-hall, must occasion, as well to govern- 
ment as to people in general, much embarrassment and appre- 
hension. In several of the ports along the north-east coast of 
England, you have adtually subsisting a dangerous commo- 
tion among large bodies of sea-faring persons, occasioned by 
many lawless proceedings of the pressrgang ; and every day's 
post brings some new detail of innocent lives lost, or limbs 
broken, in that quarter. — Sir, there have been lately no less * 
than one hundred and twenty men pressed, without distinc- 
tion, in or about Bethnal- green and Spital-fields ; of which 
between seventy and eighty, after suffering every hardship, 
and leaving their families distressed at home, obtained a dis- 
charge, as of no use to the service. — Having already curso- 
rily touched on some of the calamities and unconstitutional 
outrages aff^edling those manufadlurers, mechanics, and bus- * 
bandmen, who never exercised, nor had in contemplation, the 
trade of a seaman, I must next take a short view of your 
cruelty towards mariners by profession. They are not only 
liable to the same inhuman violence and surprize with lands- 
men, but when seized on board trading vessels, for the pur- 
pose of serving his Majesty, are often imposed upon by frau- 
dulent or imperfedk bills, on account of wages due to them 
for past hire in the trader's employ. The lives of many 
brave officers, and their followers, have bee^ sacrificed, or they 
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bav6 come oft cruelly maimed by this invidious part of their 
duty. A iliultitude of seamen have been drowned^ by attempt- 
ing to swim ashore from their ships ; or have been shot by 
the centinels, while they endeavoured to escape under cover of 
midnight darkness ; being driven to phrenzy artd despair, for 
want even of a shadow of hope, that they might oiie day or 
other be c -. * Itled to a legal discharge. 

1 remember, Sir, one Robert Fosper, a gunner's mate, be- 
longing to the Resolution man of war, who, having been 
forcibly detained in the King's service, without remission, 
upwards of seventeen years, twice endeavoured to hang him-* 
self; was cut down, and cruelly restored to the same endless 
bondage. Many tragical events, still more decisive than 
this^ occur in the private memoirs of your seamen. Some 
die through a gradual vexation and despondency ; while others, 
ere they can be seized on shore, torture and mutilate their 
liihbs, to incapacitate themselves for the yoke. 

.What havock is made, during an impress, by fevers, and 
various infedlious illness ! — the captive seamen being crammed 
till wholesomely together, or too long confined on board an im* 
press-tender. In 1771, during the heat of an impress, the 
number of sick in Haslar-hospital, near Gosport, amounted 
tt one time (in the month of March) to 141 8. It has been 
observed by well-informed authors on maritime customs and 
policy, that the ill consequences of a pi-otra6ted impress have 
oestroycd more British seamen than the first two or three 
years hostilities of a foreign war ; and a very intelligent 
writer (I think it is Dodlor Lynd), calls the guard-ship sta- 
tioned at the Nore, for the reception of imj)ressed men, a 
seminary of contagion to the whole fleet, by persons from in- 
feiSfious "prisons, and covered with cutaneous or putrid erup- 
tions. 

In 1770, and beginning of the year 177 1, the officer to 
Svhom I am indebted for the better part of the proposed plan> 
beheld ships from two to three* hundred tons burthen deserted 
at sea ; left only to a master, and perhaps three or four boys ; 
cargoes exposed to perish, the lives on board sported wrth, 
and property of owneri and insurers in a most perilous state. 
Near 400 vessels were at that period of time, during a warm 
impress, rn this condition on the open ocean : neither yards 
lowered, nor topmasts struck ; most of them deefriy laden, 
. and without strength sufficient to purchase or weigh ^n an- 
choT; owing to a general apprelien^ion among the sailors, of 
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being compelled to go immediately on a foreign voyage, with- 
out reasonable expectation of ever being released, and feeling 
for that pain and anxiety which they were sensible their wives 
and families must labour under on their account. 

There has frequently been given, by the owners of ships 
thus abandoned on the waves, so large a sum as from 25 to 30 
guineas, to superannuated sea-faring men, to bring the vessel 
into a place of safety, while the projeft of its voyage h^s been 
altogether demolished. A very serious danger likewise iarises 
to the public, when seamen, belonging to ships coming home 
from the Levant, and places accustomed to the plague, break 
quarantine, and run the risk of a civil law sentence, rather 
tlian be pressed to serve an unlimited time, to be sent abroad 
again without seeing their home, or visiting their relations, 
and allowed no prospedl of some final period to their servitude; 
never. Sir, to fest unmolested on their native soil. An heavy 
tax usually falls on commerce in general, while an impress 
rages; partly from the exorbitant pay extorted by sailprs, 
and partly by the detention of ships, for want of men. Con- 
. sider, too, the numerous poor belonging to sea-faring persons!, 
with which the parishes throughout this kingdom are burthen- 
€d, during press-warrants, or in consequence of an unlimited 
term of service. Certain I am, that no compulsatory propo- 
sitions, no encouragement nor lure whatever to seamen, no 
increase of bounty-money, will avail, so as to supply the num- 
bers necessary for war, without a limitation of the servitude 
required. 

Unpopular methods are ever abundantly more tedious and 
more expensive, than those where the people concur with 
government ; and as, with men serving voluntarily, content- 
ment is a natural consequence ; so from that contentment must 
arise a zeal and alacrity, which will render fifty men capable 
of performing more real service than seventy could accom- 
plish, whose actuating piinciples are direftly repugnant to 
such spirit and energy. While an impress is in force, besides 
the high amount of bounties, you are at the chaise of em^ 
ploying from four to five thousand seamen on that duty, whicli, 
together with the guard-ships for receiving pressed men, the 
tenders, and various out-goings, amounts to such a charge, 
that, at a very moderate computation, every impressed man 
aflually retained for service, costs the nation thirty pounds 
sterling, besides near as mariy seamen as gre employed in tbe 
impress, rendered of little use on the seas, from the necessity 
ih^vfi k of putting ^vejral of those who can- be trusted, into 
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6 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 

gnard-ships, for security, and sending others on board mer^ 
chant-vessels, in lieu of impressed men. 

The impress, we know, fails as much in point of number 
as well as of expedition. The French, by means of a ma-r 
rine register, fit out their ships of war, to a certain degree of 
strength, perhaps near 40 sail of the line, far more expediti^ 
ously than we can : this has been proved at the commencement 
of former wars ; and hence you must have been totally de- 
stroyed in the East Indies, early in the war which began in 
1755, were it not for the extraordinary skill and exertion of 
your British seamen, and the prowess of Sir George Pocock, 
who repeatedly engaged the enemy with a force much infe-» 
yior to theirs. When an alarm of war was sounded through- 
out Great Britain and Ireland, in I770, press- warrants were 
issued, and continued in execution five months: you then 
swept the refuse of gaols, and thie outcasts of almost every 
town and hamlet ; yet you scarce increased your mariner^ 
(officers and servants exclusive, and without reckoning ma- 
rines) to the additional amount of 8000. For the naval ser- 
vice of the current year 1777, we have voted 45,000, includ- 
ing 10,000 marines ; and the best parliamentary * authority 
that can be quoted, since the weekly accounts have been un- 
warrantably and unprecedently denied to this House, gave us 
to hope, nay, to rest assured, that the whole number voted, 
would be raised by virtue of these press-warrants ; adding, 
that 40 sail of the line were to be ready for sea, and com- 
pletely manned, before the end of February. Sir, those 40 
sail of the line must require above 24,000 men. We are now 
in the month of March— press-warrants in force between 
four and five months — we have about 14,000 men in Great 
Britain, and upon home service — possibly as many in North 
America ; and 4700 employed in the Mediterranean and East 
or West Indies ; in all, from 32,000 to 33,000 men, of which 
near 10,000 are marines, and more than 7000 oflBcers, or ser- 
vants : — of the remaining x 6,000, yve may allow one-third, or 
upwards, say 5340, to be complete ahlp seamen, and scarce 
2400 of those are in Great Britain ; the remainder of the 
ships* complements are ordinary seamen or landmen — that is, 
in Great Britain at this day, between 7000 and 8000 sailors 
of the royal navy— officers of all ;^anks, servants, &c. and 

iparine- 
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marine-soldiers exclusive. Such is the faft as to the present 
state of your fleet ; and it would better become the wisdom 
of Parliament to remedy the deficiency, than vainly to en- 
deavour to conceal it from the penetrating observance of the 
Bourbon courts, and from their agents or emissaries. I do 
admit that you have a goodly show of pendants and streamers 
waving at Spithead ; bur, so far are they from being for- 
midable, as their appearance bespeaks, your ships hardly ride 
secure against the equino6lial gales of the present season; 
much less are they in any condition to put to sea, and bid 
defiance to an enemy : they may serve for a May-day pageaqt, 
or a pantomime, regatta-like parade, during the serene of the 
approaching summer. I expedt to be told, with an air of 
triumph, that your guard-ships have many supernumeraries,' 
which, in the usual acceptation of the term, should mean a 
number of men over and above the ship's proper complement ; 
but this is a mere subterfuge, with many other instances of a 
like nature, where art is adopted to mislead the legislature^ in- 
stead of integrity and candour to inform. We hear of super- 
numeraries, when the men of war which bear them by order, 
aftually want some hundreds of that complement of seamen 
which would be necessary for a£lion. Of the long list of 
ships of the line commissioned, in addition to your former 
peace-establishment, is there one manned? Even the Mo* 
narch, that crack-ship of the whole armament, which was so 
boasted of, as being the most forward of your supposed fleet 
of observation, how was she fitted at Portsmouth? Chiefly by 
those riggers, whom the zeal and aSivity of the commander 
induced him to employ, out of dock hours, at his own private 
icharge, to equip her for a Spithead voyage. And how was 
she got thither, when ready ? By the seamen from other ships ; 
which seamen she was obliged to detain, till she was safely 
mooted ; — the rest of your new fleet repaired to Spitheaa, 
in m6ch the same, or worse condition: I believe the St. AI- 
ban's, 6f^4 guns, was the last of them ; she sailed from 
Portsmouth harbour, Feb. 28, and mustered about 177, in- 
cluding officers, servants, boys, and ragganiufiins : for, out 
of that number, she had only 24 or 25 able seamen: yet. 
Sir, if this want of men were to be supplied by the assiduity 
or private munificence of the captain who commands her, sure 
1 am, from the general characSler he bears, there could be no 
grounds for so disadvantageous an alfegation as I am now 
Slating. Numbers alone, whatsoever the levies may prove, 
f^em the primary obje(^ with the ^(hniralty, and regulating- 
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captains s that an ostentations account may appear upon 
paper, and a plausible one be held forth to Parliament^ and 
to the nation ; yet, when these kidnapped and bludgeoned re- 
cruits are received on board his Majesty's ships, and found not 
to answer any good purpose, they are quickly dispatched, as 
sick, to the hospitaU where they are, from time to time, ex- 
amined by certain commanders of the royal navy, who are 
diredled by the admiral at the department, to dischar^ all 
such men as may be found unserviceable. A friend ot mine 
"Was lately witness to seventy of these poor wretches being 
turned adrift (as sailors call it) in one morning. But, Sir, 
die custom of manning your navy, by impressing, can assume 
no better argument in its justification than state necessity ; a 
tyrant plea, which has done such frequent — such unmeasura- 
We mischiefs in the best constituted governments upon earth. 
Even that plea, we?ik as it is, with so arbitrary — so savage an 
application, could only assume the colour of reason, till some 
more eligible and eSedlual expedient were discovered. 
. I presume, Sir, I shall not hear repeated, within these walls, 
a false and injurious idea, sometimes ignorantly advanced 
without doors, that compulsion alone can ensure the public 
duties of a seaman. The bill 1 am to move leave to bring 
in, will aflFord a competent remedy ; it is founded on prin- 
ciples stri6tly just and constitutional ; replete with honour and 
CBConomy to the public, and according to the present esta- 
blishment of your fleet, will save the nation a very consi- 
derable sum annually, as I shall undertake to prove at a pro- 
per season for investigating this point. The bill is advan- 
tageous to the masters and owners of merchant-ships, as well 
as to all persons whatever, concerned in commerce ; it is highly 
beneficial to the sailor, by augmenting his wages, limiting his 
time of service, and providing for him, under the infirmities 
of age. Your seamen will henceforward, if this bill should 
be modelled into an a£l, be plently in number, more health- 
fid and vigorous, better qualified in their profession, rendered 
comfortable and content; and that valuable body of subje<^s, 
to whose unparalleled address and exploits on the guardian 
element of your empire, the whole British community owe 
freedom, opulence, and martial renown, be no longer the 
only slaves under the sanftion or connivance of law, at least 
on this side of the Atlantic. 

The principles and provisions on which the bill is founded, 
have been thoroughly canvassed and approved of, by the most 

respectable 
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respedlable professional gentlemen—many merchants, pro* 
prietors of trading and coasting vessels, and private mari- 
ners; which will be made evident by the originalletiers and 
testimonials I have in my hand ; and some of which 1 shall, 
ere I sit down, take the liberty of reading to the House. 
With respedl to the inventing and arranging this plan, it is 
chiefly the produ<^ion of a most ingenious sea officer^ who 
has had the experience of near 28 years, either in the royal 
navy or merchants employ ; — a love of his profession, of his 
country, and some heartfelt sensibility for tlie suflerings of 
his fellow-subje£ls, were tlie motives which first induced him 
(near seven years ago) to the pursuit of so great and desirable 
anobje6i. The considerable space of time during which he was 
heretofore employed to raise men for the navy, made him an 
eye-witness to those scenes of general calamity, and of private 
wrong and hardship which shocked his nature ; he therefore 
has sedulously devoted his talents, ever since the year 1770, to 
prepare and accomplish this public-spirited task : his constitu^ 
cion and his circumstances have been much impaired by 
the journies he has made to several ports in this king- 
dom, with a view to ascertain the interests and opinions 
of navy people universally; besides tlie cost of a voluminous 
correspondence by letter, oh the subject ; and. Sir, whatever 
may be the fate of this bill, sufficient praise can scarce be 
given to his zeal, and useful tables of calculation, or to the 
diffidence, patience, and persevering temper of mijid, with 
which he has (under much discouragement) submitted to va- 
rious stridlures and additions to his work, and by which he 
has profited, so as to bring it to a perfe6lion beyond his most 
sanguine hopes when lie first began the business ; yet, how- 
■ever confident he, or I, may feel ourselves, from the encpmi- 
wms that have been bestowed upon it in its present improved 
state, by the most intelligent authorities, we are still awarc^ 
jtliat some particular articles contained in this bill may, in 
the penetration of Parliament, be found to want amendment, 
on a close discussion, when it comes before a committee of the 
House: presuming only on the propriety and urgent expedi- 
ency of its principles and general designs, we shall cheerfully 
submit its minuter form and corre<3ion to the judgment of 
the legislature ; but however, Sir, when, we are to debate it 
clause after clause, I have the vanity to flatter myself, from 
the mature consideration that has been given to every material 
part, I shall be able to obviate many an apparent obstacle, 
,^hkh jiaturally may arise to very disceiaing uaderstaiidings, 
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at first sight. Reason, justice, the good of the nation, the 
voice and wishes of all descriptions of persons throughout these 
kingdoms, plead loudly in favour of such a bill ; and, I hope 
no partial enmity or jealousy, no party spleen, no official re- 
cission or diminution of perquisites at any board*, will raise 
Tip enemies for its destru6tion. I believe there is not an inde- 
pendent gentleman here, but who feels a strong repugnance 
in his breast and conscience, to the iniquitous unconstitutional 
qiode of pressing, now in use, and perceives the immediate 
jeopardy in which your inferior manufadurers, artisans, and 
husbandmen, stand, in every part of the realm. These con- 
siderations, I trust. Sir, will tend to accelerate a remedy. 
At present there will be no occasion for me to enter further on 
the principles of the bill at large, nor its constituent seftions, 
than to produce proofs of the very favourable opinions by 
which it is upheld without these doors, by the most eminent 
commercial and professional chara6lers, and, to evince the 
sense which the common sailors, as well in his Majesty*s fleet, 
as in the merchants service, have of its utility and salutary 
operations, if carried into a law. When I consider. Sir, the 
great loss we have of late unhappily sustained of our most 
flourishing marine nurseries — of tjiat continual influx of sea- 
men, from the population and extensive commerce of the 
North American colonies; when 1 consider too, this same 
important addition to our former power, thrown henceforward 
into the adverse scale, of whatever potentate sliall (justly or 
unjustly) first wage war against us, f cannot but be convinced 
that our salvation, as a people, depends up)on some speedy, 
unessayed, and efFe6bual method of expediting our naval 
equipments, and rendering them truly formidable, by giving 
due encouragement to able marines, and inducing the lower 
orders of the 'conwrionalty, to train up their children in a pro- 
fession which constitutes the only . natural, the only strong 
bulwark of defence to our liberties, our wealth, and our 
glory. 

After Mr. Luttrell had delivered his sentiments as above, 
he read the following professional and commercial testimo- 
nials in favour of Mr. Tomlinson's plan, the great outlines 
of which, are the foundation of Air. Luttrell's bill. The 
first paper produced was an extraft ot a letter to Lieutenant 

Tomlinson, 
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Tomlinson, from an officer, who (as Mr. Luttrell stated it)* 
pot only holds a distinguished professional rank in the royal 
navy, but is greatly respedied for his literary reputation and 
abilities [Capt. Edw — d Th — ps — n] : " I shall detain you 
no further dian to assure you, that my first pride is the public 
good. I confess I like your plan better than anv other, even 
than my own,, for I have wrote much on the sui)je£l." 

The next testimonial was from a very experienced navy 
captain, who some time since had the command of a ship of 

74 guns, at Portsmouth [Capt. H 1] : he writes to Mr* 

Tomlinson in the following terms : " I have not lost sight 
of your laborious work, but frequently discourse on tlie suh- 
je<9:, with thbsc that may be of use to you ; and we agreed, that 
administration would be driven to the necessity of adopting 
your plan, much sooner tha}i you may perhaps imagine ; for 
the great diflBiculty of getting seamen to embark with us at 
present, too plainly shews the nakedness of the land, as well 
^s the nakedness of all arguments used to prevent this country ' 
benefiting by your great and-good work. The times at pre- 
sent appear to mc so wild, it will be absolutely necessary to 
call upon you. The nobleman [Lord Sandwich] may re- 
gister, review, and muster the seamen, if he pleases, when all 
the world is asleep ; but now I am sure he will review a choice 
of diflRculties, in manning the fleet by the usual mode." 

Mr. Luttrell then said he would take the liberty of men- 
tioning what was written to Mr. Tomlinson, respefling the 
principles of his plan, by a flag-oflBcer of the most exalted 
naval chara£ler, now employed on a very important command 
abroad [Lord Howe] ; and as it shews th^ humanity and be- 
nevolence of that noble Lord's heart, to be equal to the in- 
trepidity of it, he conceived that the availing himself of so 
favourable an authority, during his absence, could not possi- 
bly give offence : " It was my ignorance of your address, 
th^ made me thus late in acknowledging the receipt of your 
favour of the 30th past, enclosed with your ingenious plan, 
for manning of the navy in time of war, without recourse 
to the usual method of impressing ; ever no less painful to the 
oflScer executing the injun£Uon, than severe upon the unfor- 
tunate sailor who is to be forced into the service." It would 
be needless (Mr. Luttrell added) to detain the House with a 
further correspondence of this kind ; though he had several 
more letters in his hand, couched- in the strongest terms of ap- 
probation on Mr. Tomlinson's undertaking, from many other 
experienced gfficeis, p^rtiicuiarly one from a 4:aptain in his 
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Majesty's navy (now in commission), who having seen a 
. great variety of service in the navy, and many years conv- 
manded merchant ships, had often declared it his fixed opi- 
nion, that it ^ould be imprafticable to man the fleet with- 
out an impress ; but upon reading Lieutenant Tomlinson's 
propositions, gave up that opinion, and acknowkdged that it 
would be both pradicable and easy, and must prove replete 
with advantages, as well to the royal navy, as to the merchants 
service. The following are the commercial testimonials : 

Mr. Richard Maitland, lately a very considerable merchant 
in London, gave his opinion to a noble Lord [Earl of Dart- 
jnooth, when first Lord of Trade and Plantations] on the said 
plan, in the following words: ♦' I cannot find out any ob- 
jeSion which the merchants can possibly have to an a£l of 
parliament being founded on the principles of Lieut. Tomlin- 
scai's plan ; for, in my opinion, it is calculated to promote 
the interests ot trade and comnaerce, so very far beyond any- 
thing of the kind, which I ever saw or heard of (though I 
Jiave been consulted upon many schemes, written with a view 
to the same end), that I suppose the mercantile people in ge- 
neral, would be much favoured by such an a£t being passed. 
I acknowledge myself to be pretty well acquainted ^ith the 
outlines of the naval service, therefore several objedlions 
arose to me in the course of reading it ; but by the answers 
to the objeclions stated in that plan, all my objcdJions were 
fully and satisfaftorily answered in every resped, not super- 
ficially, but solidly and minutely. Finally, the distresses which 
Mr. Tomlinson has described trade and shipping to labour 
under, in times of impressing, are not aggravated, but striil- 
Jy true." Several intelligent persons, well acquainted with 
the coal trade, concerned in shipping, and many years at sea, 
as masters and owners of ships, belonging to Sunderland and 
Shields, wrote Mr. Tomlinson the following letters : 

i«t Letter — ** I have taken all possible pains to get your 
plans dispersed from one to another, as fast as they could read 
them ; and have the pleasure to acquaint you, that they meet 
with general approbation.'* 

2d Letter — " When I got home I made your plan for man- 
ning of the navy, as public as possible, at Shields and in its 
neigjjbourhood, and very opportunely received the additional 
copies you sent me ; and before I sailed again I had the satis- 
. .fa^ion pf knowing, that tl^y had been read by almost all the 
owners, and masters of ships, who are supposed capable of 
,{ovmi^g a {)j:oper judgaient diereonV.aod have the pleasure 
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to assure you, that your plan meets with general approbatioa 
at Shields;'' . 

The three following letters are from a gentleman of the 
committee of trade, at SunclerJMnd, who has had much cxp^ 
rience at sea. 

1st Letter — ** I laid your improved plan before a very re- 
spedlable meeting, at our committee-room, about a week 
since> when it met with the approbation of all present, . In 
the number of these was C. B. who told me fte thought the 
plan, since the aherations, so perfe^i, that he would not only 
sign it himself, but use every means in his power to promote 
its success. He has since informed me, that he spoke with 
(our high sheriff) on the subjed, who so highly ap- 
proved your plan, that he promised to write in its favour to 
several members in parliament, as our county ;*nd city mem- 
bers, and to Sir W. M. &c. 1 hope to meet with the concur- 
rence of most of our magistrates; and the little influence I 
have, shall be exerted in favour of a plan, as viorthy of pubr 
lie encouragement and patronage, as it is promotive of pub- 
lic good."' 

2d Lettei* — ** Since my last, the sailors were desired to at- 
tend at the Long Room in this town (Sunderland) ; a great 
number accordingly came, when your plan was proposed to 
them, Th6y seemed very sensible of the many advantages 
which would accru% to them, should it be carriea into execu*- 
tion, and several warmly expressed tb.eir approbation of it, but 
were unwilling to sign theic names, lest some secret design 
should be in agitation against them ; and being appreliensive, 
from its being proposed to them at the present jundhire, that 
it is only a temporary expedient to man the ships going to 
America." * 

3d Letter — " I have sent your paper, fully signed by the 
nhip-owners, &c. of this place [Sunderland]: your plan is also 
universally approved of at Shields." 

"The following is a copy of what was signed at Sunderland, 
hy 163 of the most intelligent persons in that town: — ** We 
whose names are hereunto subscribed, who are at present, or 
have been, many years, owners and masters of ships in the coal 
.trade, and in various other trades, having read and considered 
a plan for manning of the royal navy, in case of emergency, 
without having recourse to the usu^ii mode of impressing the 
seamen, by Lieutenant Tomlinson : we are of opinion, that 
the said plan is calculated to answer the interests of trade in 
general, 4tni oi the 4X)aUrade in particular^ so essentially^ 
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that It. has our sincere good wishes for its success Jn Parh's-* 
ment ; and we do suppose, from our own experience, that it 
offers such encouragement for seamen^ as will induce them ta 
serve in his Majesty's navy voluntarily, and with cheerfulness 
and alacrity, when the safety of the kingdom, or the honour 
of the crown, shall require their services* And in the fullest 
confidence of the great utility of the saicj plan, we have here- 
unto set our hands under a common seal, this 14th day of Ja- 
nuary, 1776.'' 

A writing exaftly similar to the above, has been signed by 
near 100 owners and masters of ships, belonging to Shields 
and Newcastle, besides the above number of 163 belonging 
to Sunderland. A gentleman of Newcastle, who has lately 
written an ingenious commercial essay, says, " A nation 
possessed of numerous^seamen, one would suppose, could sel- 
'tbm be in want of them to man its navy. Yet we find, that 
in England, we are generally obliged to have recourse to the 
arbitrary and expensive method of impressing. The chief 
probable causes why men do not enter, are the uncertainty 
when, if ever, they may be discharged ; and the knowledge 
of the great increase of wages in the merchant service, al- 
ways consequent on the breaking out of a press, and during, 
the wane of men for the navy. These causes Lieut. Tom- 
linson, m his excellent plan (which it is supposed will shortly 
come under the consideration of the legislature) has greatly 
obviated."' 

A worthy alderman of Liverpool, who bears the charafter 
in that borough, of being the principaf promoter of all the 
late improvements in the navigation there, after deliberately 
considering Mr. Tomlinson's original plan, wrote to him as 
follows : " I have heard and read many schemes to prevent 
impressing, and I acknowledge your scheme to strike the near- 
est to the mark, of any thing I ever met with, especially that 
main inducement, of seamen not being liable to serve again, 
after three years service : this I communicated to a Sunder- 
land seaman, who is a harpooner in a Greenland ship belong- 
ing to me, when he bluntly answered : " Master, if seamen 
were to be set at liberty, after serving three years, the navy 
would never want men,"-*-The alderman after .that says^ 
" 1 had $0 great an opportunity of seeing the dismal cffe&s 
of impressing at this port, during the time of eight regulating 
captains, that I am assured the impressed men here, who were^ 
delivered to the guard-ships, lay in forty pounds a man, great 
numbers making their escape, even whole tenders' crews; and 
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many merchants vessels, with their cargoes, were lost, by the 
seamen quitting their vessels. My spirits sink at the thoughts 
of it, and no person can more ardently wish for a scheme to 
be found to prevent tlje calamities which attend impressing; 
and though (speaking only for myself), I would rather have 
•trade suiFer for a time, than government should be in danger, 
through want of seamen, yet every thing in reason, should 
give way to prevent the calamities above described." 

And in justice to the said alderman's attention, to perfeS a 
scheme of this sort, he made seven objedlions to certain clauses 
in Mi*. Toiulinson's first plan, and nearly the same having 
been made ^Iso from some other sea-ports, they were all ob- 
viated in a revised edition ; therefore Mr. Luttrell did not 
mention those objedlions. Mr. Luttrell then acquainted the 
House, that as the. authenticity of so material a parchment as 
he would next produce, was necessary to be established on the 
best grounds, he had desired a person to attend, who, from, 
his own knowledge, would confirm the voluntary and uninflu- 
enced motives, which occasioned the signature of no less than 
513 seamen, at one house, in favour ot the principles where- 
jon (he bill is founded. 

He properly deserved, that names were not obtained to 
the same parchment, in a manner usual with ministerial 
addresses ; these men having their own happiness and advan- 
tages immediately at stake, would not easily be brouglit to 
sign any thing repugnant to those objects. 

Mr. Hance Newsam, the witness at the door, and whose 
charadler was so well established, by a most 1 espedtable justice 
of the peace in the neighbourhood (whose letters Mr, Lut- 
trell produced), would convince Parliament, that these sea- 
men had not been wrought upon by money, liquor, or any 
undue influence, but from their own feelings, and a real sense 
of what tended to their own interest, as well as that of their 
country. And the said evidence could farther prove, that 
many thousand more seamen would have signed, but from an 
apprehension that the bill would miscarry, and that then their 
signatures might ensnare them to serve, under the present coer- 
sion and hardships. 

Another important fa£t, that witness would likewise have 
established, that there are some thousands of seamen la 
the interior parts of the northern counties, who would most 
cheerfully, and instantly, have entered upon the conditions of 
the plan on which the bill is founded. Mr. Luttrell was like- 
wise inclined to call wimesses to the bar of the House, who 
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coaM have spoken to the following fa£^, which must have 
somewhat disconcerted those members, who confidently as- 
sured Parliament that seamen were at liberty to chuse their 
own ships, and had little reason to complain of their ser- 
vitude. 

Several of the crew of the Glasgow man of war, after 
having been five yeal^ in America, and stood an engagement 
with commodore Hopkins, which was here dilated into a signal 
triumph, notwithstanding their dutiful petition to return in 
the same ship, and under those officers to whom they were 
attached by their common dangers and viilories, or else to be 
allowed to enter on board some one of the ships (not half 
manned) in Plymouth harbour, and destined for a foreign 
station, were cruelly forced, withoutonce setting foot on shore, 
to return again across the Adantic, in a foundering transport, 
tt>e most ignominious service imaginable to seamen of their 
description, with unknown officers, double duty, and a pro- 
spect of American captivity- The company of another man 
of war, which a few montlis since returned from a foreign 
voyage, and was dismantled at Deptford, after being abroad 
five years, only solicited two years pay, and a montli's leave 
to visit thi:ir friends after so long an absence ; and, by way of 
assurance to the admiralty that they would return to what- 
ever ship they should be ordered, after tl>e expiration of that 
month, they would leave three years pay in the hands of go- 
vernment ; but, astonishing cruelty ! they were denied this 
reasonable, this needful request, and a tender was sent along- 
side the ship, when tliey were aH taken out of her, and put 
on board the Prince George of ninety guns, to take the 
chance of such ser\^»ce as she might be ordered upon. How- 
ever, the ministerial side of the House, now being extremely 
clamorous for the question, and the Speaker seeming to 
wave the necessity of catling in such evidence to the bar, Mr. 
Luttrell concluded with the following motion, that " Leave 
be given to bring in a bill for the more easy and efFedlual man* 
ning of the royal navy, in limes of war, and for giving en- 
couragement to seamen and sea-faring persons, to enter volun- 
tarily into his Majesty's service, &c. &c/* 

Sir Edvjard Astky seconded the motion, and pointed out 
the cruelty of impressing seamen, from their wives and fami* 
Ires, and after long voyages inade to the West Indies. He 
said, it was a most cruel, oppressive, and barbarous praflice ; 
and if at all legal, cculd be justified only on the ground of 
necessity. That it was a duty incumbent on the legislature* to 

devise 
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devise some means to render such a custom unnecessary. He 
called on every side of the House for their assistance, and hop- 
ed, that all party or personal distinflions would, in the present 
instance, give way to what should be the ruling principle in 
that House, the public good. Was the present mode of im- 
pressing oppressive f Did it fall short of the exigencies of the 
state? Was it produflivc of private ill, and public mischief? 
If so, then how it was possible that a second opinion could 
prevail within those walls? The principle on which the mo- 
tion was taken up, was clearly incontrovertible ; the means of 
redress remained only to be considered. Such being the grounds 
of the present motion, he hoped every gentleman who had 
turned his thoughts to the subjeft, would deliver his sewti- 
ments freely ; and that, from the whole, something would be 
wrought up, that might be the means of putting a stop to the 
evils daily felt by the most meritorious body of men in this 
country, and ot removing those well-founded terrors, which 
hang suspended over the head of every man in the kingdom, who 
ever had the misfortune to have been at sea. -The present 
plan, was the ingenious invention of a Lieutenant Tomlinson. 
It might be capable of great improvement. The House might 
think proper to rejedl or adopt in part, or the whole. They 
were not previously bound to adhere to any particular mode 
of remedying the grievance ; to remove it, was their sole 
objeft; the manner of doing it was of no consequence. 

Mr. Buller replied to the fadls stated by Mr. Luttrell, 
contradidted many of them, and controverted the greater part 
of the dedudtions drawn from them. Mr. Luttrell having 
asked, if any one ship of war, fitted out since the press-war- 
rants were issued, had its full complement of men on board ? 
Mr. Buller replied in the affirmative, and asseited generally, 
that by the latest accounts, every ship commissioned since the 
impress had their complements nearly full. 

Mr. Luttrell returned to his first assertion, and said he was* 
ready to give up the point, if Mr. Buller, or any other com- 
missioner at that board, would rise and specify a single ship 
which had, by the last returns received at the adn^iralty 
board, its full complement, if commissioned since the press- 
warrants were issued. He repeated the most material articles, 
respciSting the deficiencies on board the royal fleet, and urged 
the lords of the admiralty to decide the point, by producing 
the last weekly account, which never, till the present naval ad- • 
ministration, were denied to Parliament, upon a motion from 
either side of the House. 

Vol. VI. C "^v^ 
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Sir Hugh Pfi/&^r declined giving a specific answer touching, 
the full corapleiTients of the ships; but affinned;, tliac the 
whole fleet now fitting out and preparing for sea, would be 
completely manned in a very short time, and much sooner 
than any naval force that couJd be sent out by France or 
Spain, and in every respeft superior in strength to any force 
it was possible for either or both of those powers, by their ut- 
most exertions, to fit out or equip. 

Sir George Tonge supported the motion, on the grounds of 
expedience, and the cruelty, terrors, and hardships die British, 
seamen were exposed to, while they were suhgedt to be drag- 
ged from their wives, children, and dearest domestic connec- 
tions ; said that the onus would lay on young single men., wha 
would be encouraged to enter voluntarily, on having a pros-^ 
pe6l of being provided for in the latter part of their days. 

Governor Johnstone spoke, as a professional man. He de-«. 
dared his dislike, nay, his abhorrence, of the present mode 
of manning the navy, by issuing press-warrants. He obser- 
ved besides, tliat though no motive of humanity were to ope- 
rate on the House, tlie very tedious and inettedlive inapner 
the pressing service was carried on, was a sufficient reason with 
him, to see and discover if any other mode, more expeditious 
and efficacious, could be devised. He would support the mo- 
tion, because it was apparently well intended. It was no 
partial scheme which was ofFered to be adopted, or rejedled, 
in toto. No member in die House was bound to abide by it.. 
On the contrary, it was the duty of every n?ember, to do all 
in his power, ii> this stage, to throw out his sentiments on the 
subjedi, in order to enable the honourable gentleman, to 
whom the public stood so highly indebted for even tl?e at- 
tempt, to render tJie bill as complete and unobjeflionable as 
possible, on its first, introdudlion into the House. He profess- 
ed his total ignorance of the plan, or what were the intended 
obje^Ss of the bill,faither than the terms of the motion con- 
veyed: but he wished, nevertheless, that the House should be 
in possession of it, as the first step to a reformation of an abuse 
of legal power, or a violation of the laws (take the custom of 
pressing in either sense) so loudly complained of. 

hoxii Aiulgravc agreed in die justice of the remark quoted 
by Mr. LuttrcU, from Montesquieu, tliat when any law is pro- 
posed, which indicates more^ood than evil to a state, such 
law ought to be received. But he said it was no less true, 
that institutions, which had been proved Ubeful, by long inva- 
riable practice, should not be lightly changed, upon the sug- 
gestion 
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gestion of evils which either did not exist, or bore a very 
small proportion to the advantages arising from the measures 
that produced them. This, he said, was the case of pressing, 
which had always been praftised in this country, in times of 
war, or appearance of war ; that the flourishing state of our 
commerce, and the superiority which our navy had always 
maintained, were the best proofs of the advantages of that 
mode of manning. He said the House should, therefore, be 
very careful how they admitted any plan, which might express 
to the public their disapprobation of the present method, un- 
less they were convinced that one, attended with more ad- 
vantages, and less inconveniencies, could be adopted, as thev 
would otherwise risk no less than the destruflion of our com^ 
merce, and annihilatiilg the navy. 

He said, however, that if tlie present method were uncon- 
stitutional, it would be a strong motive with him, for consi- 
dering any plan, however unpromising, which might give any 
hopes of lemoving an objeflioh so alarming in a free country ; 
or, if this matter had never been discussed before, it might 
be a reason for examining with great attention, any plausible 
plan ; but as neither of these seemed to be the case of the 
present motion, he must oppose it. 

He said, he never could consider a measure as unconstitu- 
tional, which originated from one of the fundamental principles 
of the constitution of every free and warlike people, That it is 
the duty of every individual to defend his country when attacked^ 
and to proteSl its libertie% and assert its honour. By the constitu- 
tion of this countrv, anciently, many estates were held by the 
tenure of serving ihe King in war, i and that, in case of inva- 
sion, every body was compelled to hear arms ; the seamen were 
always obliged tci defend the commerce, and protedl the coasts ; 
that, by the militia laws, men were compelled to serve for 
three years, at much less than they could earn in their own 
tx:cupations ; that the great disproportion between the num- 
ber of inhabitants and of militia-men necessary, and the cer- 
tainty of finding those men, made a limited service, and the 
taking by lot, pracSticable ; but that the men on whom the lot 
fell, were absolutely pressed, and all the hardships so empha-i 
tically described, but improperly attributed to seamen, might 
be pleaded in their favour, who were taken from their fa^ 
milies, and deprived of the means of supporting them; That 
all what had been said of the hardships landmen had been 
exposed to, had nothing to do with tlie press-warrants, which 
only authorized the impressincj seamen ; and that if anv abuse 
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had been made of them, the persons were amenable to justice, 
and the parties injured had their legal remedy. But he was 
happy to find, that no such abuse, by sea-officers, had been 
stated by Mr. Luttrell : the story of the Leicester men, on 
"which so much stress was laid, had nothing to do with either 
navy officers or press-gangs,, but was a transaction of country 
justices and a militia Serjeant, under one of the vagrant a£ls. 

He said, that no objefls had been more fully considered, or 
more wisely provided for, than the encouragement of sea- 
men, and the manning of the navy ; more than twenty dif- 
ferent afts, to answer those purposes, having passed, from the 
time of the register acS, in i696» to the present time. 

He then stated many advantages provided by those acSls. 
He added, that he could not help obserwng, that as often as 
this matter had come under the consideration of Parliament, 
a doubt had never been expressed of the necessity, expediency, 
and propriety of pressing; but, on the contrary, during the 
Whig ministry of Queen Anne's reign, a period when the 
constitution was as well understood, and as siridlly adhered 
to, as at any time in the annals of this country, a commit- 
tee appointed in the year 1705, to consider of the most ef- 
feftual methods for manning the navy, had come to several 
resolutions to enforce pressing, authorizing justices of the 
peace, and others, to search for seamen lying concealed, of- 
fering rewards for discovering them, and inflifling penalties 
on such as concealed them. The present scheme, he said» 
had not even the claim of novelty to their attenlion, as one 
similar to it, but not so exceptionable, had been proposed in a 
pamphlet published by one Hodges, in King William's reign, 
the year before the register aft, wheo this subjedl was under 
the consideration of the legislature. He said, tliat if the 
cause of pressing was considered, it would immediately be 
seen how improbable, if not impossible, it must be, to man 
the navy, in war, by any other means. That the present 
proposal seemed to proceed upon an idea, of the King's ser- 
vice being so disagreeable to the seamen, as to make some new 
encouragement necessary, to induce them to enter into it: but 
the contrary is notoriously the fadl ; as it is known that, upon 
the ordinary peace establishment, the navy is always manned 
by volunteers ; for although the nominal pay on board the 
fleet, is less than in merchantmen, yet not being subjedl: to the 
deduftions and impositions too often met with in them ; from 
the employment being constant, the work lighter, the provi- 
sions better, together vskh the prospedl of preferment to the 
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meritorioDS, and the ceftainty of provision for those who 
were disabled, by accident or infirmity, the seamen prefer the 
navy to merchantmen. He said it was not difficult to ac- 
count for the change of sentiments in war: every body knows 
the efFeft of a demand for labourers, in every branch, on the 
price of labotir : tli is was sensibly felt on an armament: the 
merchants were obliged to give greater wages, to induce men 
to quit other ways of life ; and, under these circumstances, 
it was not to be cxpefted that any thing* but compulsion 
would bring seamen, at the usual wages, into the navy. 
The fate of the register aft (which, after a trial of fifteen 
years, at above 5CX5,0CX>1. expence, was repealed, as having 
produced no good efFedls, but occasioned much charge, vex- 
ation, and trouble) proved how inefFeftual prospers of fu- 
ture advantage were, when put into the scale, against the 
temptation of a great present increase of wages. 

The expedients proposed by this plan, would be found 
either impradlicable, inconvenient to the state, or injurious 
lo the seamen. A limitation of the time of service in war, 
without entering into arguments of the inexpediency and im- 
pradlicability of discharging disciplined men, to receive others 
in their room, at the moment of going upon service, or in 
distant countries, would be found impossible, when it was 
considered, that the whole stock of seamen in the merchant- 
service, in peace, did not exceed Bo,cxX), and that the num- 
ber employed as such in a war, in the navy alone, amounted 
to 80,000 : that it required no less than the enormous wages 
given by the merchants, in war, to tempt foreign seamen and 
natives, from other occupations, to go in their ships, aided by 
the many wise regulations and encouragements provided by 
the legislature to supply that stock, without aflFording enough 
for a rotation ; that tfiis country was not in a situation to 
make such an increase upon the pay in the navy ; and Mr. 
Tomlinson seemed to be aware of that, and proposed a limi- 
tation of the pay in merchantmen ; which, so far from tending 
to man the navy, would cut off the source from which it was 
supplied, and instead of benefiting, would materially injure 
the seamen ; at present, those men who were pressed at first, 
were no worse ofF, in point of pay, than if no press had taken 
place (to which the rise of wages must be attribuied), and 
everv man who escaped the press, was benefited by the advance 
of wages, in proportion to the length of tinie he escaped : 
that the power of pressing was not open to the temptation a€ 
abuse, as those only who ought to b^ vYv^ ^<^^c!L ^^ ^st^s^'. 
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wfere those whom the oflScers would wish to take. It was not, 
as had been represented with so much eloquence, " To.4rag 
the unoffending subjeil from his house and settled means of 
livelihood, to adopt a new way of life, for which his h'mbs 
land faculties are the worst calculated and fashioned by his 
Creator " — It was not the weak, timid, infirm landman, but 
the adlive, healthy, brave and pra<Sised seaman, that was to be 
taken ; and though it might be natural enough for such men 
Jo prefer enormous gain, to the service of their country, he 
could not think them too hardly used, if they were compelled 
to defend that commerce, when attacked, to which, in times of 
security, they owed their support ; to assert the honour of 
their country, and share the spoils of her enemies, and to 
vindicate their right, by their own adlions, to the name of an 
' lEnglish seaman, which carried with it respe£t in every part of 
the world. He concluded by saying, the question now was, 
whether the House would adhere to a pradtice, authorized by 
the spirit of the constitution, and justified by the successful 
experience of all the wars of this country, or, by adopting 
the motion, endanger the existence of our commercial in- 
terests and naval power ? 

Sir Geo. Savile said, this was the fiist time he had ever 
heard it asserted, in the same debate, that neither peace nor 
war was a proper time for reformation. Some gentlemen said, 
war was not the proper time for innovation, or' reformation ; 
other gentlemen made a similar objedlion to a season of peace. 
He begged leave to retort a simile in support of his senti- 
ments, on this species of ministerial logic. A person who 
had ^ fire engine to dispose of, offered it to his neighbour for 
sale, in order, as he said, to preserve his house from fire. 
The neighbour replied, No, 1 do not want it, my house is 
not on fire. — Anon, his house is on fire ; he applies to the 
owner of the engine, and tells him how much he is in want 
of it; but iff answered, that it has been long since disposed of. 
Mr. LuUrell rose again, in reply to Lord Mulgravc, ob- 
serving that the noble Lord's ship, he made no doubt, was com- 
pletely well manned, for the seamen had received very liberal 
bounties on board the Ardent, in addition to what was allowed 
by the crown ; and she was perhaps the best manned among 
all the guard-ships of the former peace establishment, at the 
time the noble Lord was appointed to be her captain. He 
now presumed that the House was fully convinced, that no 
other ship of the line, commissioned since the press-warrants, 
was nearly equippcdi so as to be able to venture to sea.. 
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Right Hon. T- To'ixmshend said, it was tlie first time he ever 
heard a syllable offered against the principle of such a bill ; or the 
present mode of pressing for thfe sea seryioe defended. There had 
not been a-grieat man, who diredled the affairs of thi3 country for 
the last century, who did not acknowledge the necessity of framing 
some law, to prevent the evils proposed to be remedied, by a bill of 
the nature now moved for. There nwght have been differences in 
oprnron as to the provisions of the bill, but never a single difFerericc, 
as to the propriety of providing a certain number of seamen, within 
a certain period, on tne probable approiach of a war, or the time of 
being aftually engaged in one. 

Anorney General said, he never recolle<3ed, in his experience in 
Parliamentary proceedings, that a morion was made to bring in a bill, 
without at tlie Same time explaining the heads and main obje6t^ of 
the bill to the House, in order that the House might be enabled, in 
the first instance, to judge of its propriety. The honourable gentle- 
man wlio made the present morion, had evidently departed from that 
fundamental rule of Parliatnentary usage ; and, as he had, he should 
oppose the motion. ' ' 

The question was put, and the House divided ; including the 
tellers (Mr. Luttrell, Sir Edward Astley), for the* Ayes 54; 
(Mr. Buller, Mr. Penton, lords of the admiralty), for the 
Noes 108. 

A BlLLy for the more easy and effe5lual rnanmng of th^ royal navy^ 
and for giving encouragement to seamen and sea faring persons^ to enter 
voluntarily into his Afajestfs service ^ l^c, ^c, 

Preaiwible. 

WHERE AS the welfare and prosperity of his Majesty's dominions, 
are greatly concerned in giving all due encouragement to teamen, and 
others, to enter voluntarily into the royal navy ; and whereas the un- 
determined time for which seamen and sea-faring persons, are compelled 
to serve on board the ships of his Majesty's fleet, is an obvious dis- 
couragement to them, and a principal cause of their reluctance to the 
public service ; and whereas many new provisions and regulations 
respecting seamen and sea-faring persons, are at this time highly ad- 
visable and requisite. 

Section I. 

Be it enabled, and it is hereby eria<3eil, that from and after [the 
passing *of this a6l] every able seaman, who shall vokmtarily offer him- 
self, and be received, to' serve on board the royal navy, in the manner, 

' C 4 "^s^ 



H . PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 

and within the time herein-after limited and prescribed^ such able sea- 
man shall be allowed thirty shillings per month wages, of twenty-eight 
days, and shall not be required to serve longer than the term of three 
years, from his first muster, on board any one of his Majesty's ships 
or vessels of war. 

I.— t. The pay of the teamen serving in i. The term of service not commencing 
the royal navy, has not been increased since until they are mustered on botrd, will excite 
the reign of Kuig William the 3d. the seamen to diligence in getting to the King's 

ports with all dispatch. 

SficrioN 11. 

And be it also enaSed, that every ordinary seaman, who shall, from 
and after [the passing of this a£l] voluntarily offer himself,, and sI^U 
be received, to serve on board the royal navy, in the manner, and 
within the time hereafter limited and prescribed, such ordinary seaman 
shall be allowed twenty-four shillings per month wages, ot twenty- 
eight days, and shall not be required to serve longer than the term of 
five years, from his first muster, on board any one of his Majesty's 
ships or vessels of war. 

II. Ordinary seamen having a part of business : and as there is ' no place so proper 
their business to learn, it is generally aereed for improvement as a man of war, they 
tobereasonableandnecessary that they should would nave the advantage of making tlieiii- 
verve longer than those who are adepts in their selves perfect in every part of seamanship. 

Section III. 

And for the encouragement of able-bodied landmen, be it further 
enadted, that, from and after [the passing of this a6t] every able- 
bodied landman, of the age of twenty-one years, or upwards, and un-. 
der the age of thirty-eight years, who shall voluntarily offer himself, 
and be received to serve on board the royal navy, shall have twenty- 
two shillings per month wages, of twenty-eight days, and be required 
to serve only six years, from his first muster, on board any one of his 
Majesty's ships or- vessels of war. 

N.B. These three classes of able-seamen, ordinarv seamen, and 
landmen, are precisely and distindtly ascertained according to the pre- 
sent rules of the royaf navy. 

III. Landmen entering into the navv at seven years old, when they would, be entitled 
twenty ^ne years of age, would be free n-om to many benefits which they could not hc^ 
all obligation to serve their country at twenty- to obtain by staying on shore. 

Section IV. 

Provided always, and be it understood that, if any seaman, after 
having served the full term in the royal navy required by this a^l, 

8baU 
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shall be desirous to re-enter for the naval service, and shall, upon his 
own solicitation, be received or continued on board any of his Majes* 
sty's ships or vessels of war, such re-entry shall be considered to make 
the said seaman liable to a further service of three years, if his said 
further service should, without interruption, be so long demanded, or 
unless the lords commissioners of the admiralty shall judge proper 
tor discharge him sooner ; but during such additional voluntary service, 
he shall be allowed thirty-two shillings and sixpence per month wages, 
(of twenty-eight days), from the time of such re-entry, to the time of 
his discharge, and shall be exempt from serving on juries or parish 
ofl&ces when on shore. 



IV. I. Much pains have beea taken, amons 
merchants, ship owners, and seamen, as well 
as amongst professronal gentlemen of the royal 
navy, to ascertain the necessary time, for each 
of the above three classes of people to serve, 
and after much consideration and argument, 
by far the majority of opinions have been in 
favour of the terms, fixed as above. Sec 2d 
and 3d. 

2. There can be no danger of the fleet 
being dismantled or distressed through the want 
of able seamen, at the expiration of the first 
three years ; because if none of those entitled 
to their discharge, should chuse to re-enter 
(which it is contrary to reason to suppose, 
when the extraordinary encouragements offer* 
«d them by the subsequent clauses of this bill 
are considered); the ordinary seamen, after 
three years service, must necessarily be quali- 
fied to be rated able seamen; the landmen 
also must become good ordinary seamen, and 
there must of course be. a regular and c6nti- 
xiual succession of all the three classes, from 
volunteers, apprentices, and other common 
resources. 

3. The author of the pamphlet, entitled, 
*• The Rights of the Sailors vindicated," 
asserts, there are 120,000 seamen, and people 
who come under the denomination of sea-faring 
persons, in Great Britain. Others compute 
them at 130,000. If so, surely there can be 
xio doubt of the certainty of recruiting 10,000 
able and oidinary seamen from that number, 
once in three years, even admitting so many 
as 10,000 should be wanted, which is highly 
improbable. But it is manifest from the 2d 
note to this se^ion, that landmen only would 
suffice^ to make up the complements, if sea- 
men should be scarce ; which to suppose would 
be the greatest absurdity, after these incen- 
tives are given to the sea profession. 

4. In 17^9, when our most important na- 
yz\ v ivories were gained, government voted 
60,000 seamen, including abo.t 1^,000 ma- 
rines, and there were near that number of 
officers of various ranks, servants, &c. and 
about 700 men for ordnance sea service. It is 
highly probable that, communibut annis^ the 
yuimbcr of 60,000 arc at maoy as will be 



voted in a future foreign war, and conforau 
able with this bill, there can very little chaife 
attend the raising of seamen, neiciier wiU 
bounty-money be needful. It has been ad* 
mitted by a gentleman now in high offict la 
the luval deoarimeat, 'that the men raided tor 
the loyal fleet, by an impress, cost govern- 
ment lull 30I. per man, one with another* 
therefore; suppose 10,000 men only, wliea 
60,000 are voted, thus supplied in thecour>eof 
the first year of the war, the charge will be 
300,0001. besides ttie additional levies every 
subsequent year, to supply deficiencies, fron 
death, desertion, Sec. which cannot be esti- 
mated at fewer than 3090 men, to be raised 
by such means as would incur the expence of 
full 30I. per man, amounting to 90,000!. per 
annum. Suppose then, a war of five yeaia 
duration, the sum total of expence from im- 

Eressing will amount, as above, to 66o,oool. : 
ut the whole oi the additional wages of this 
bill, for petty officers, able seamen, ordinary 
seamen, and landmen, supposing the said 
number of 6o,ooo to be employed for five 
years, would be only 310,000!. at the utmost, 
90 that it is manifest, there must, in times ot 
wair, on this calculation, be a saving to the 
nation of at least 300,000!. in five years. — 
But were we nnrowiy to investigate the mat- 
ter>, the saving would be demonstrated far be- 
yond what we here state — Trade and com- 
merce lose at least one million annually in 
timei of impressing, besides the advanced 
price consequent thereto, 'on coals and otlwr 
ne\:essary articles of life, to every consumer, 
'i'here is likewise a previous and continual 
tax upon the individual trader from admiralty 
protections. — We believe it will be admitted 
oy the pi^iessional gentlemen in general, that 
a seventy-four gun ship, with a complement 
of 600 men, and manned conformable ti> 
this plan, would in the eye of every expeii- 
enced captain of his Majesty's navy, be in a 
more eligible condition, both as to navigating 
the seas, and engaging the enemy, than 650 
men, according to the present mode of sup- 
plying their crews; and in case of war, we 
should, at the fewes; assuredly, have'twenty- 
four sail of seyeuty-four <guos employedt 
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which alone would make a saving of i£oo exceed 2o,oool. per annum.— It will scarcely 

men, and that alone, at the parliamentary be credited (though an incontrovertible fadj, 

allowance of 4I. per man a month, is by people who are not observant, that this 

6z,4eol. per annum, which, in a five year's nation has been burthened, and haraiied 

war, would be 312,000!. The charge to the with an impress, in a greater or lesser de^rce^ 

tiation in times ot peace, in consequence of for twenty. two years out of the last thirty- 

this bill, whea 16,000 men ar^ voted, which eight years. 
is the ordinary peace-esiablishment, could not 

SECTION V. 

And be it further enaded that, fiom and after the expiration of the 
full term of obligatory orvolutitary service or services, as aforesaid, all 
and every seaman or sea-faring man, shall, upon requisition, agreeable 
to the form No. i, in the schedule to this adl, by him duly made, 6r 
signified to the captain or commander of such of his Majesty's ships or 
vessels, belonging to which, or of the crew of which he may happen 
to be, at the expiration of his term of service become entitled to, and if 
in any of the ports of Great Britain or Ireland, shall receive his dh* 
charge, and be at liberty, at a certain time to be determined by the 
discretion of the captain or other oflBcer, under whose command he sharfl 
then adlually serve ; and such time so appointed for his discharge, shall 
upon no account whatsoever, exceed the space of forty days, from the 
date of his requisition. Yet as the extraordinary emergency of the 
times, or some unavoidable necessity, may cause it to be indispensably 
requisite for seamen on foreign stations to be kept a longer term cSf 
service in the royal navy, than is stipulated or proposed by this aft, it 
shall, and maybe lawful, and it is hereby declared lawful, to with-hoW 
and detain such seamen so employed on foreign stations, beyond the 
space of forty days, as aforesaid; but be it understood, that such 
necessity shall be dispensed with as early as possible ; and every sea* 
man shall, during such further compulsion, and no longer, be entitled 
to,, and receive, at the rate of thirty-five shillings per month wages, 
of twenty-eight days. 

V. The additional encouragement given to famong many other advanta2es) with causinc 
seamen re-entering, can be but a trifling ex- merchants to bring up more seamen in thCir 
pence to the nation, and may be attended service than they would otherwise do. 

Section VI. 

And whereas, in times of war, the scarcity- of midshipmen, quar- 
ter-masters, and other petty ofBcers, renders it frequently necessary 
for the captains of his Majesty's ships, to promote seamen from before 
the mast, to those stations ; therefore, as a farther encouragement to 
such seamen as shall desire to re-enter, and shall be received, after the 
expiration of their limited term of service in the royal navy : be it 
further enadedi that all captains and commanders of his Majesty.-s 
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ships and vessels of war, who may have such seamen on board as shall 
be found to merit promotion, do in ali cases, as aforesaid, give a pre- 
ference to those seamen who shall liave served their limited time in the 
royal navy. And as an ailditional inducement to seamen to re-enter 
into the King's service, and to strive to render themselves worthy of 
being promoted to the stations of petty ofricers ; and also for the en- 
couragement of all maces, midsliipmen, and petty officers, who may 
be appointed to serve on board any of his Majesty's ships of war — ^be 
it farther enafted, that from and after the passing of this a(fl, the pay 
of all such mates, midshipmen, and petty officers, shall be regulated 
in the manner expressed by the table annexed in the schedule. No. 2, 
whereby all their wages, below a second rate, will be considerably in- 
creased. 

VI. The choice seamen have b<€n discou- soeakably harder tha* in a first rate, where 

raged from entering as petty officers in small tnose petty officers have 33s. 6d. per month* 

ships of war, where (they sayj the wages even clear; but the encouragement ^iven in this 

of a quarter-matter, or gunner's mate, is but se£tion, emirely removes that objcdtioo. 
24s. od. per month, clear, and their duty un* 

Section VII. 

And for the better encouragement of married seamen, sea-farinpj 
men, and landmen, to enter themselves voluntarily into his Majesty's 
naval service, and to prevent their wives and fannlies from being leit 
in distressed circumstances, or becoming burthensome to their parishes, 
be it further enadled, that all such married seamen, sea- faring men, or 
landmen, who shall voluntarily ofier themselves, and be received to 
serve on board any of his Majesty's ships or vessels of war, sucn mar- 
ried seamen, sea-faring men, or landmen, shall be allowed to remit to 
their wives or children, two months wages, at the end of every six 
months, as their pay becomes due, leaving only four months wages m ar- 
rears, instead of six months, when twelve months wages a re due, as direfl- 
ed by an a6k passed in the 3 ist year of t!ie reign of his late Majesty King 
George the Second, which etnpowers seamen serving in the royal navy, 
to remit their wages to their wives and families; and the money shall be 
remitted in the manner diredled by the said j61. And all such married 
sean>en, sea-faring men, or landmen, who shall voluntarily enter to 
serve in the royal navy, as aforesaid, shall, as a further encouiage- 
ment, be allowed two month's wages in i^dvance, to be paid for the use 
of their wives or children, by the <:olle6l6r of the customs or excise, 
nearest their respe6live places of residence, when the liusband has re- 
ceived three musters on board any of his Majesty's ships or vessels of 
war.; and that upon producing a certificate thereof, agreeable to the form 
in the schedule. No. 3, together with an authenticated certificate under 
the hands of the minister, and one of the churchwardens or the ovcrseeis 
of the papr of the parish, where he and 4h» were married, or they [the 

children^ 
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children] were born ; testifying that she is' the lawful wife, or that 
they are the legitimate children^ of the said seaman, sea-faring man, oi' 
Ir.nclman, and tlieir respeftive wives; and which minister, churchwar- 
den, or overseer, are hereby required and diredled to deliver such cer- 
tificate so subscribed, without taking any fee or other reward for the 
same ; 'and which certificate shall be the proper voucher for the said 
colle6tor of the customs or excise, to the commissioners or treasurer of 
his Majesty's navy, who are hereby authorized and required, upon pro-, 
ducing such certificate, to order and direft the payment of such wages 
accordingly ; and any colleftor refusing or neglefting to pay as afore- 
said, shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds to any person or persons 
suing for the same, to be recoverea by an adlion of debt, in any of his 
Majesty's courts of law. 

Section VIII. 

And whereas seamen and sea-faring persons, taking advantage of 
times of war, always insist upon very extravagant wages, by which the 
trade of this nation has laid under great difficulties, and the manning 
of the royal navy has been very much injured, and that such diflBculties 
and impediments may henceforward be removed, be it enadled, and 
it is hereby enadled, that [from and after passing this aft] no person or 
persons, bodies politic or corporate, shall by themselves, or by any 
other person or persons, direftly or indireftfy, by way of gift, loan, 
premium, deposit, or any other device or contrivance whatsoever, give 
or pay, or agree to give or pay, to any common seaman or sea-faring 
man, or anv person employed, or to be employed as such, on board 
any merchant-ship or vessel; nor shall any seaman, mariner, or .sea- 
faring man, or other person, as aforesaid, on their behalf, diredlly or 
indiredlly, take or receive more wages, pay, or hire, than after the rate 
of forty shillings per calendar month, upon any voyage where seamen 
are employed tor r.ny specific lime ; except where it is usual for sea- 
men and sea-faring men to sail by the voyage, as in the coal and coast- 
ing-trade, which shall be regulated in manner following, to such sea- 
me.i and sea-faring men as are British subjefts — that is to say, no 
person or persons, bodies politic or corporate, as aforesaid, shall give 
or pay, or agree to give or -pay, to any common seaman or sea-faring 
man, more wages than three pounds for a voyage, from any port in the 
Frith of Forth, or to or from the ports of Leith, Blythe, Hartley, 
Shields, Newcastle, Sunderland, Hull, or Lynn, to London, and back 
again. Nor shall any such person or persons, as aforesaid, give or pay 
to any seaman or sea-faring man, more than the sum of forty shillings 
for a voyage to or from the ports of Whitehaven to Dublin, and back 
again ; or to or from any port on the coasts of Cumberland, Lancashire, 
North or South Wales, and back again j or to or from Dublin, and back 

agai^. 
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again. And all contrafts, agreements, bonds, notes, writings, instru- 
ments, and securities, of what nature or kind soever, for the paying or 
receiving more, or greater wages, pay, or hire, than as aforesaid, con- 
trary to the true intent and meaning of this a£l, if made and entered 
into [from and after the passing of this a£l], are hereby declared to be, 
and shall be absolutely void to all intents and purposes whatsover. And 
if any person or persons, bodies politic or corporate, shall give or pay, 
or agree to give or pay, to any seamen or other person, any more or 
greater wages or hire, than as aforesaid, contrary to the true mtent and 
meaning of tliis adi, such person or persons, or bodies politic or cor- 
porate,- shall forfeit the sum of fifty pounds, for every such offence 
committed in violation of 'the true intent and meaning ot this adt, to 
be recovered by any person suing for the same, by adlion of' debt-bill, 
plaint, or information, in any of his Majesty's courts of record at 
Westminster, or in the courts of exchequer, in that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland. And any master of a ship or vessel, so of- 
fending, on legal proof thereof, before any one of his Majesty's justices 
of the peace, shall be subjedl: to a forfeiture of 50I. to be recovered as 
aforesaid ; and each, and every seaman, or sea-faring man, so offending, 
shall- forfeit ten pounds, or suffer three months imprisonment, upon 
being legally convifted of the said offence. And in order the more ef- 
feflually to prevent any abuse or evasion of the foregoing provisions,* 
be it farther cna£led, that merchants, owners or masters of any ship or 
vessel, or other persons on tlieir belialf, shall not, after the passing of 
this a£t, agree with, or engage any seaman, or sea faring man, to serve 
him or them, of any of them, at sea, by the month, voyage or other- 
wise, but by a written or printed agreement, specifying the wages 
such seaman or sea-faring man is to receive ; to which there shall be 
at least one credible witness, whose occupation and place of abode 
shsU be inserted in the said agreement, and that no masters or owners' 
of any ship or vessels, shall be bound to pay, nor shall any sea- 
man be entitled to sue for any wages earned in the merchant's 
service, but under such agreement. Provided always that nothing 
herein contained, shall extend, or be construed to extend, to such 
seamen, as may have adlually completed the term which they are 
required by this aft to serve in the royal navy, and shall pro- 
duce a certificate of such service, agreeable to the fonn annexed 
in the schedule No. 4. 

VIII. I. A precedent for limiting seamen't thirty-five shillings per month, shall be gifen 
wages, may be found io an z&. of Parliament, to seamen, either by individuals or bodies 
made in the 14th year of the reign of his latp corporate. Were there no precedent of that 
Majesty King George the I Id. chap, xxxviii. kind, the propriety and the expediency of such 
see. 4, where it is enaded, That 00 more than regulation are obvious. 

2. A late 
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«. A late author, who published a plan for vtrill appear to be chiefly occasioned by the e«« 

fnreserving the maritime commerce and power Orbitant wages paid to the seamen, &c. a ad the; 

oiFthis nation in time of war, says, ** That the stagnation of our navigation, through a scar- 

consumers ot all sorts of goods and mere ban- city of such people, and the tardy opcratirai 

4izes throughout the kinedom during last war, and returns upon commerce." 
lost many millions, which, upon due inquiry. 

Section IX. 

And be it further enafled, that respediing all such seamen as may 
bave served the full term required by this a£l, a certificate shall be 
given to each and every of them, without fee or reward, on the day 
of their discharge, agre<^ble to the form specified in the schedule ta . 
this aft. No. 4, expressing the time, and the names of the ships wherein 
they.Iiave served, as likewise a description of the person to whom such, 
certificate is given, which shall be the protedkion of such seaman from 
being farther required to serve in the royal iMvy, at all times, and in 
all places. Or if^ upon paying off any one or more of his Majesty's 
ships* or vessels of war, those seamen or sea-faring persons^ wlio have 
not served the full time required by this a6t, upon their being so paid 
off, shall also have certificates, agreeable to the form No. 4, aforesaid^ 
whicli shall be considered upon future occasions, as such a part of tho 
term required by this adl; and when completed by their future service 
in his Majesty's navy, in the manner prescribed hereby, tliey shall be 
entitled to all the benefits this adl proposes, in the same degree as if they 
had served the whole term without intermission, which shall be certi- 
'fied as aforesaid, when such service ends. And to all persons producing 
such certificates, provided that they answer to the age and description 
therein expressed, it shall be lawful for any merchant, owner, or other 
person or peisons, to give to such seamen, &c. whatsoever wages the 
parties shall agree upoji, any thing contained in this a<Sl to the con* 
trary notwithstanding. 

' Section X. 

And whereas some old seamen, tlirough age and infirmities, maybe 
in distress, and so unable to gain a subsistence, as to become burthen-^ 
some to parishes ; be it further cpaded, that all able seamen who are 
under forty-four years of age when they enter to serve in the royal 
navy, shall be entitled to receive and enjoy the following pensions, at 
fifty years of age ; and all above forty-three yeai-s old when they en- 
ter, shall receive the pensions, as hereafter allotted, in four years from 
the day of being entitled to iht\r ^rst discharge; viz, five pounds per 
annum, for all above fifty years of age, who have served three yeats 
as able seamen ; six pounds per annum, for all above fifty years of agcj 
who have sei ved four years as able seamen ; seven pounds per annum^ 
to all above fifty years of age, who have served five years as able sea^ , 
men; and eight pounds pet annum> to all above fifty years of age^ 
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•who have served six years as able seamen, in a«y sWpor vessel of war, 
belonging to the royal fleet; and which shall be paid to them, or their 
lawful at torn ies, even though they should be pensioners of the chest 
at Chatham, in two half-yearly payments, by the treasurer of his 
Majesty's navy for the time being, as they become due, viz. one pay- 
ment on the 2d of January, and the other payment on the ist of July, 
aud sliall be recalled on the usual recall days, once in every month. 
Bat the said attornies shall be required to produce, at the, same time, 
a certificate signed by the minister and overseer of the poor of the- 
parish where they reside, that such seaman is living, and such certi- 
ficate shall be agreeable to the form in the schedule, No. 5. And as 
the vacancies fall out in the royal hospital at Greenwich, they shall 
be &lled up with such old seamen as may be pensioners upon this esta-* 
blishment ; and in that case, when they are so appointed, the pensioa 
given under this a6l shall cease, as to them, from the day of their 
being received into the said royal hospital at Greenwich. 

X. The pensions mentioned in this section all above forty -three years old when they en« 

are intended for able seamen, ordinary seamen, ter, shall not be entitled to the pension, uni^ 

and landmen, indiscriminately; but by way four years after the day of being entitled ro 

of preventing old and infirm seamen from en- their iiischarge, having fully completed th« 

termg ijito tl»e service, merely for the sake service hereby prescribed. 
ot oblitining the pension, it is proposed, th^t 

Section XL 

And whereas, not only the strength, but the safety of this natiotr< 
may upon some future exigency depend upon furnishing and supplying 
the royal navy expeditiously with a competent number of seamen, 
and sea-faring persons, for a general, or particular service; and whereas 
tlie great encouragements and advantages held out to them by this act, 
are meant to be confined to such seamen and sea-faring men only, 
as shall enter with alacrity into the royal navy, when their services 
bhall be required,^ be it cnafted, that from, and after, the passing of 
ihls a6l, and upon commencement of, or arming for, war, it shall 
and may be lawful for his Majesty in council, to publish a proclama- 
tion, requiring seamen, and sea-faring men, immediately to enter into 
the royal fleet ; and with which proclamation shall be published, as 
an encouragement or incentive, sedlion xii.and xiii., xxvii. and xxviii. 
of this aft. And copies of the said proclamation, &c. shall be forth- 
with sent to the minister or churchwardens, and to the civil chief- 
magistrate of every city, borough, town-corporate, or distrift, in 
Great Britain, who shall cause the same to' be immediately affixed 
against the church, or chapel door, or most conspicuous place or 
places, within such cities, boroughs, towns corporate,- or districEls ; 
and the lords commissioueis of the admiralty, shall dispatch proper 

ofiicers, 
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officers, to all the cities, boroughs, and principal towns and sea-poit9 
ID Great Britain and Ireland, to receive and enter such seamen, sea^ 
faring men, or landmen, as may be fit for his Majesty's service, and 
sliall voluntarily offer themselves to serve in the royal navy, within 
twenty-eight days after publishing such proclamation in the London 
Gazette; all which said seamen, sea-faring men, and landmen, so c^Bfer- 
ing, and being received within twenty-eight days as aforesaid, shall 
be fully entitled to, and enjoy all and every the privileges, beoefits, 
advantages, and immunities, contained in this a(5V, as well with re- 
spe£k to their limited term of service as otherwise. 

XI. T. This sefiion offers such privileges one at each of the lesser ports, and whcreveir 

and advantages to seameu, to encourage them seamen are supposed to rendesvouss and a* 

to enter voluntarily into the navy, as they ne- there everliave been two, three, or four licu- 

▼er yet experienced, and render government tenants, at all the princi^l ports in Gnwt 

quite excusable, if they should be constrained Britain and Ireland, exclusive of the regiUat- 

to put sedion xii. in execmiom ing captains, besides many tenders, &c. oon- 

2. Those regulating officers should, perhaps, manded by lieutenants, no expence cheraoaa 

be lieutenants, two at each principal port, and necess:iry to be deducted. 

Section XII. 

And whereas, bv an aflof Parliament, passed so early as the second 
year of the reign of King Richard the Second, entitled, An a6t, &c. 
it was made lawful for all sheriffs, mayors, and bailiffi, within fran- 
chises and without, to take and detain ail fugitive mariners : bcit 
therefore enacted, that from and after ihe expiration of twenty-eight 
days from the time of publishing the royal proclamation, as aforesaid, 
for manning the navy, if any seamen, or sea-faring men, in contempt 
of such royal proclamation, shall willingly, obstinately, and toIuii- 
rarily withdraw, hide, or convey themselves into secret places, or shall 
abscond, and not enrer themselves into his Majesty's naval service, ih 
the manner and v^Mthin the time aforesaid, tliat is to say, within the 
space of twenty-eight days after publishing the aforesaid proclamatiba 
of his Majesty in council, such sesmen, or sea-faring men, shall be 
deemed, and are hereby deemed to all intents and purposes, fugltlvi 
mariners ; and all justices of the peace, constables, and other inferior 
peace officers, shall, by the authority of anv one or more of his'Ma- 
jesty's justices of the peace, secure, or cause to be secured, ail such 
seamen, and sea-faring men, who shall be conveyed with due dispatch 
to the nearest port, where there are any of his Majesty's ships or ves- 
sels of war. And such one or more of his Majesty's justices of the 
peace, by virtue of whose power and autliority, seamen, or sea-faring 
penons, are so apprehended and conveyed, shall limit what rates anti 
allowances, by the mile, or otherwise, shall be made, for conveying 6r 
maintaining such fugitive seamen, and make such other orders for the 
more regular proceeding therein, as they shall think proper * ; and sach 

jastiee 

♦ Vide setSt. xv. cap. 5, 17th George II. 
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justice or jittticfcSy^ shall cause the sum of forty shilluigs for every such 
^eanman, or sea-iknng man, so apprehended, to be paid to the constable^ 
or peace-officer, X9bo shall apprehend him or them, by the overseer of 
the poor of the parish, who shall be allowed, upon settling his accounts 
fbr such parish, to draw upon the treasurer of hi3 Majesty's navy, for 
the time being, for such sums as he may have advanced on the said ac« 
count, whicbDill, or bills, shsill be also endorsed bv die justice, or jus- 
tices, who |;ives the order for payment, which shall be sufficient autho- 
rity for then: being accepted. And the aforesaid sum of forty ^ilUogs 
ihall be stopped out of the growing wages of the ship wherein such sea- 
man may be ordered to serve. And be it further enaded, (hat every 
seaman who may be abroad, or at sea, when such proclamation is puln 
lished for manning of the royal navy, such seaman shall be required to 
repair to, and enter his name with the regulating-officer (or principal 
officer of his Majesty's revenue) where hi; may first arrive, and that 
within forty-eight hours after his first arrival in any port of Great 
Britain, wnenever his Majesty's proclamation for manning of the 
mvy shall be in force : but upon his negle&ing to do so, he shall be 
tonsi^red as a fugitive mariner, and shall be sub|e£): to the fines and 
penalties accordingly. But upon his entering m the manner, and 
within the time aforesaid, anJ taking the oath specified in the sche- 
dule. No. 6, he shall be allowed ten days to obtain his wages and set- 
tle his concerns. And that no one may plead ignorance respeding 
such proclamation, it shall be made known to the company of every 
merchant ship or vessel immediately upon her arrival, by tne officers 
of the revenue, in those ports where there may happen to be no ship, 
tender, or other vessel of war belonging to his Majesty. 

XII. We CMUMt rafvife diat wumtn will couraKemenu htld out to tk«m *m the eleven 
fefitsft M serve in tbe royal fleet, upon the en- preceding tc^ioai. 

Section XIII. 

And for the better discoveiy of such seamen or sea-faring men, who 
dialtsecreie themselves or with-hold their services, be it funher enabled, 
that all such sea-farine persons who may be in any part of Great Bri- 
tain, and who neglect to embrace the benefits and advantages held 
fatAi to seamen hereby, for more than twenty-eight days after pub- 
lishing tbe said royal proclamation, shall be secured, and be liable to 
serve in his Majesty^s navy the whole war, or longer, at the discre- 
tion of the lofids commissioners of the admiralty, out such seamen or 
sea-farir^ men who may be sick, and shall signify their names and 
places ofabode at any time within twenty-eight days after publishing 
ihe said royal proclamation, to the nearest regulating-officer, they 
dlall be taken care of by tbe surgeon attending the sick-quarters at that 
port, until it may be proper to send them on board one of his Ma- 
"^ Vol. VL P ie^t^^ 
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jesty*s ships or vessels of war. But lest the care and indulgence here- 
Dy meant for the benefit of the seaman, should be abused by irppos- 
lors, the term of his service shall not commence until his first muster 
on board. And every seaman, and sea-faring man, who shall not vo- 
luntarily enter within the twenty-eight days, as aforesaid (except such! 
as may be abroad, or at sea) all such seamen, and sea-farine men, lia- 
ble to serve within the true meaning and limitations of this adl, are 
liereby declared unworthy of it; therefore shall not be entitled to any 
of the benefits, privileges, and advantages, held forth to them in seflt. 
Vl. and sedl. X. of this z& ; neither shall any such seamen, or sea- 
jTaritig men, be entitled to exemption from serving the whole war, or 
such other term as the lords commissioners of the admiralty tpay di- 
re6l; any thing herein contained, or any laW or statute to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Section XIV. 

And be it further enafted, that whenever it shall be found expedient 
to arm for war, every commissioned officer belonging to the royal 
navy, shall be allowed to visit any British ship or vessel which he may 
iheet witli at sea, and to take the names and descriptions of all sea-faring 
• persons on board such ships or vessels, with the names of the pla,ces to 
which they belong ; and it shall be lawful for him, to tender the oath 
specified in the schedule. No. 6, to every person on board such ship 
or vessel (except the master, mate, carpentei* and iapprentices, having 
prore6lions signed by the lords commissioners of the admiralty, agree- 
able to the form in the annexed schedule. No. 7), which upon the sea- 
men respeflively consenting to and taking, he shall permit him or 
them to go to that port fif in Great Britain) whereto the ship may be 
.bound ; and the said officer shall give to all and each of them, a printed 
letter of leave, with the figure ofth'e seal of the navy office, testifying 
that they have taken the aforesaid oath, which letter such seamen shall 
respeftively deliver upon their arrival, to the regulating officer of that 
port. But in order the more effeflually to secure such vplqnte;ei« fronj 
every temptation tp desert, no master of any ship or vessel shall pay the 
wages due to such seamen, &c. on penalty of paying the wages over 
again, at the suit of any such seaman, until he has made knowq to (h^ 
regulating-officer, or to the principal officer of his Majesty*s revenue 
(at such port where there may happen to be noregulating-oflicer), that 
such seamen have entered for his Majesty's naval service ; and with hi^ 
report to the revenue officer, shall also give a list of the names of th^ 
seamen so entered, with their ages and places of nativity ; when such 
officer or officers, or either of them, shall cause the master of the said 
ship or vessel, to pay such seaman, seamen, or sea-faring men» the 
wages due to them, and such'ship or vessel shall not be entered inw^rcEs 
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at her delivering port, until that he fairly adjusted. And in case of 
the absence of the regulating-officer at any port, the principal officer 
of the revenue shall direft any seaman or seamen so entering, to repair 
to the nearest King's port, and shall date the commencement of their 
leave upon their ticket, and sign his name under it, and allow a pro- 
per number of days to go to such King's port, at the rate of twenty 
miles per diem. He shall also pay to such seamen, &c. their conduft- 
money, at the rate of twopence per mile ; but where there is any re- 
gulating*officer, ail these, and such like concerns, sliall be transa£led , 
by the said officer, that the revenue servants may not have such busi- 
ness imposed upon them, except in cases of absolute necessity. But a 
ship or vessel lx)und to any foreign port in amity with Great Britain, 
and having on board a regular clearance from the custom-house at the 
port where she loaded, if visited by any officer, and found to have no 
mariners on board but such as are adlually engaged for the service she 
may be going upon, shall be permitted to pursue her voyage without 
let or molestation, upon shewing the said clearances. 

Section XV, 
And to prevent every subterfuge, whereby any sea-faring person 
might attempt to evade the full intention of this adi, no masters of ves- 
sels of a less burden than fifteen tons, King's measurement, who have 
not served his Majesty the full term of three years, in tiic capacity of 
able seamen, shall be protedted from th^t dutv, after the day of 

XV. Because snch small vestels are fit for enablinje; them to run their cargoes with great- 
nothing but way-layiog large smugglers, aod er facility and less lisque. 

Section XVI. 

And every person who secretes any sea-faring man upon liis or her 
premises, after twenty-eight days from the time of issuing the said 
royal proclamation, shall forfeit twenty pounds for the first oflFence, 
one half to l>e given to the informer, the other half to the poor of the 
parish, or be imprisoned three months ; and for the second offence of 
the same nature, shall be imprisoned six months, the crime being fully 
proved before one of his Majesty's justices of the peace for the county, 
riding, or division, wheiein such seaman or sea-taring nian shall have 
been so secreted, upon the oath of two credible witnesses. And it 
shall be lawful for any person to prosecute the offender ; and the ex- 
pences for doing so shall be levied by distress on the goods and chattels 
of suchoflFender. 

Section XVII. 

And if any man deserts from the naval service of his Majesty, under 
any pretence whatsoever, a description of his person, age, stature, and 
place of nativity, &c. shall be given, by an advertiseniciU in three 
iJiffcrcnt London evening ncwspaperij, and repeated three times in 



S6 PARLIAMENTARY A.1777, 

each, ofiering a reward of five pounds for apprehending him ; andtht 
expences of advertising shall be paid by the treasurer of his Majc8ty*t 
navy, out of the wages due to him at the time of bis deserting ; an^ 
if apprehended, the reward shall be deducted from his growing wagei| 
if those due to him before his desertion, should not be sufficient fixf 
that purpose : and besides such dedu£lions from his wages, he shall 
serve any term, at the discretion of the lords commissioners of the a4« 
miralty. 

XVi. and XVII. We may reasonably hope their own ideas of it fromi early prejfidieih 

that there will be no objedlion to those sec- which no arguments can remo? e : ciperfeDCt 

tionst as their U8e(ulness must be obvious to alone must convince them, and diey will fc» 

the most undisceming. But if it should be convinced, if this bill should be enai^eo iilft 

said, that making it as a part of the punish- a law, that the royal nary is the mete ywiktt^ 

ment of deserters, to prolong their service, is ble service which they can potiibly emw iBlO| 

giving seamen an unfavourable impression of or engage with, 
the royal navy, the answer is, that they have 

Section XVIIl. 
But that no inconvenience (which can possibly be avoided) may at* 
tend either his Majesty's service, or seamen serving in the King's shipi 
employed either in the East Indies, or upon any other foreign statioiit 
be it ena£ted, that whenever any captain, or commander of the royal 
fleet, sliall have any men on board the ship he may command^ wJMii 
have served the full term hereby prescribed, that he shall be pernutled 
to demand a muster of the company of any British merchant-ihip or 
vessel which may come upon the station where he shall be appointi^ 
to serve ; and upon finding any seamen who have not served his Ms^*^ 
jesty agreeable to this aft, it shall be lawful for such captain or 



mander to take such seamen into his Majesty's service, giving, in lieii 
thereof, an equal number of men who may haive served the King, as 
required by this aft, upon such master's settling and adjusting the 
wages of those seamen whom he discharges. 

Section XIX. 
And, when the particular exigencv of the service shall require ^hjSit 
any seaman, ordinary seaman, or landman, shall at any time be tumc4 
over from one ship to another, either in Great Britain or abroad, the 
captain shall give to each of them so turned over, a certificate, agree* 
able to the form annexed in the schedule. No. 4, signed by hin^- 
self, the master, the boatswain, and purser, expressive of tne ^x- 
aft time which each of them may have served in the ship or 
sloop, &c. from whence they may be turned over ; and the same 
form shall be given to each and every man who shall be discharged ; 
distinguishing only as the form direfts : which form for certifi- 
cates shall be printed ; and having also a figure of the seal of the 
navy-office, shall be allowed to be sufficient authority for the ascertain^ 
ing when any man has served his time. And every seaman requiring hij^ 
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discharge, shall produce those certificates, as vouchers, for whom it 
may concern. And that no ship or vessel of war belonging to his 
Majesty may be in want of such printed forms, the commissioner of 
tbe navy, who is also the clerk of the a£ts, shall supply each ship, &c. 
with a sufficient number for that purpose, at the discretion of the lords 
commissioners of the admiralty. And the manner of payment for such 
men as shall be either turned over or discharged, shall be agreeable 
to the aA of Parliament made in the 31st year of the reign of his late 
Mkjescy, entitled, *^ An aA for the encouragement of seamen employed 
i& the royal navy, &c." But to prevent every species of deception or 
jfiraod, by any person or persons, publishing or exposing false certi(i« 
cateifiraudulendymade (or even true ones) unlawfully obtained, who- 
ever shall be legally convidted of so doing, shall be deemed guilty of 
forgery, and shall sufler the punishment of the statutes in that case 
maSe and provided. 

Section XX, 

And in onler to raise a fund for supporting the expehce necessarily 
attendant on Se£lion X. be it enafled, that a stoppage of sixpence 
per calendar month shall be made out of the waG;es of each and every 
able seaman, ordinary seaman, and landman, serving in the royal navy 
onlyi over and above what is now stopped for Greenwich-hospital, 
cheat at Chatham^ &c. 

Section XXI. 

And whereas, by virtue of an aft, or a£ls of Parliament now in 
j(brce» for the encouragement of bringing up seamen in the coal and 
ooaating-trades, &c. admiralty protedlidns are granted for three years, 
on consideration of persons binding themselves apprentices to sea, who 
^vere never at sea before : but those prote6tions having been much 
abused, it is hereby enadted, that before any such protections are 
granted in future, the lords commissioners of the admiralty shall re- 
quire a certificate to be lodged at the admiralty-ofEce, containing an 
affidavit, both from the master and apprentice, of the exadl time the 
latter has been at sea, if he was ever there, and more than thirteen 
years of age when his proteftion is applied for. The master to be 
required to swear, to the best of his knowledge, respefting the matter 
under consideration ; but the apprentice shall be required to swear posi- 
tively to the time he has been at sea. And that the lords commissioners 
of die admiralty may be able to form a just estimate of the number of 
tamen brought up in Great Britain, all indentures of apprenticed for 
At sea* ishalT have the names of the parties, and the date, with the 
term of liervlmde, entered in that office, and a certificate of its being 
loeiktered, written on the back of the indenture j signed by three of the 
lords commissioners of the admiralty, and with the usual signature of 
the siecrtury, or deputy Secrfctary thereof; which shall be given to all 

D 3 such 
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such apprentices, instead of the usual form of protedlions, during their 
apprenticeship, and shall be called certificates, and shall be according 
to the form in schedule, No. 8, any law or statute to the contrary 
notwithstanding ; and the fee of the said oflBce shall not exceed five • 
shillings for each indenture. 

Section XXII. 

. And to prevent impositions, by binding young men apprentices,' who- 
may have already been at sea, the following term of servitude shall be 
established in proportion to age, viz. Such as shall be bound appren-.< 
tices under fourteen years of age, shall from and after the day of 
177 be protedled from any obligation to serve his Majesty, 
for seven years ; of fourteen, and under fifteen, six years ; of fifteen, 
arid under sixteen, five years ; of sixteen, and under seventeen, four 
years ; of seventeen, and upwards, three years ; except those who are 
above thirteen y^ars old, have been at sea before the signing such 
indentures, and-iu that case, the term of their prote£lions shall be esti- 
mated agreeably to the rules above oppressed. But all persons of- 
eighteen years old, and upwards^, who have been at sea, in square-rigged 
vessels, more than one year, and less than two, shall only be allowed 
proteflions for two years ; and all those who have been two years at 
sea, and less than three, who are more than eighteen years old, shall, 
be protedled only for one year : nor sliall any persons receive protec^ 
tion (on whatsoever pretence) who have been at sea, in square-rigged 
vessels, three years, and who are of the full age of twenty years; which 
circumstances, together with the time, shall be certified upon oath,, 
agreeably to the rules above particularized, and be subjedl to the pe- 
nalties and punishments of the laws provided against perjury. 

SEcrioK XXIII. 

And that the lords commissioners of the admiralty may always be able 
to form a true estimate of the British merchant-ships employed in war-, 
time, be it enafted, that the master, mate and carpenter, of eacli ship 
or vessel, shall be necessitated to take out a certificate from the ofl5ce 
.of admiralty, which shall contain a description of their persons and age," 
and be renewed only in case of the* removal or death of any of me 
three, and the fee of office shall not exceed two shillings and six- 
pence for each person. But to avoid imposition, one owner, at least,, 
of each ship or vessel, shall make oath, that such person, or persons, 
is employed as master, mate, or carpenter, in the ship for which such 
certificates are required, which shall be agreeable to the form 'in the 
schedule No. 7, And no vessel which is of a less burden than two 
hundred tons, merchants measurement, shall protedl a carpenter, ex- 
cept upon foreign voyages. 

XXIIL, 
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'XXIII. Let It beobierved, that the car- would be a considerable advantage to mer- 

pco^rs of mcrchaot ahipt have never been chant ships, and an indulgence which ch^C 

pretexted, but m common with the seamen; class of people never yet experienced. 
thertfofti their being conttnually proteded, 

Section XXIV. 

And to the end that all sea-faring persons may be informed of the great 
encouragement they will meet with, by voluntarily entering to serve hii 
Majesty* and the disadvantageous consequences of refusing to enter, or of 
attempting to secrete themselves, when the state has occasion for their 
service* be it enafled, that printed extrafls, containing the substance 
of this bill, shall be sent to the minister or churchwardens, and to the 
chief civil magistrate of every parish in Great Britain, who shall cause 
it to be read in their respeftive churches, on the Sunday falling nearest 
to Christmas, and' at Easter, and at Whitsuntide ; ancl also cause it to 
be fixed up in some public part of each church. And in the said ex« 
m& it shall be declared, that at all times of necessity for seamen, and 
sea-faring persons, to serve in the royal navy, notice will be given, hy 
a proclamation in the London Gazette, and proper ofRcers be sent to 
all sea-pon towns to receive such seamen, &c. who shall enter their 
names on proper lists for that service, give them tickets of leave for the 
purposes expressed seflion XI. to pay them their conduil money, and 
dire£t them to what port they must repair, in order to serve on board 
such ships as the commanding officer there may appoint. 

Section XV. 

And all apprentices, who may be sea-faring persons, are hereby re- 
quired to give in their names to the nearest regulating-officer, within 
twenty-eight days after the expiration of their apprenticeship, if in 
Great Britain ; and if otherwise, within forty-eight hours after their 
arrival, whenever his Majesty*s proclamation for manning of the navy 
is in force. And* if their services be required in the royal navy, they 
shall repair to such of the King's ports as the said regulating-officer 
shall diredl : but if any such sea-faring person neglects so to do, he shall 
be apprehended as a fugitive mariner, and be liaUe to serve in the royal 
tiavy so long as tlie lords commissioners of the admiralty may appoint; 
and he shall not be entitled to any of the benefits, privileges, or advan- 
tages set fpirth or provided in sediion VI. and sedlion X. of this adl. 

'XXV. The same reason micht be given reason to say, that he has not had opportunity 
lor this sedlion as for No. 12 : but here they to offer hinueit ak a volunteer, 
will have a fair warning, and no one can have 

Section XXVI. 

'■ And be it further cnafied, that all such seamen, and sea- faring men, 
in their respective classes and capacities, who shall, at the time of 

D 4 passing 
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passlag thU ad, be a£lually b the pay, or retain^ for the 3ervice of tke 
n>yal navy, or who being beyond toe seas, may be received ixito, or. 
kept or retained for his N^ijesty's naval service ; all such seamen drse^f* 
faring men shall be comprehended within the full mtent and meaning 
of this a£l, and every part thereof, and shall likewise be entitled to all 
the benefits aod advantanges therein mentioned, aod contaiiaed* 

XXVl, Ai many people have wished for a the divkioir of prize^nioiiey !< the Kidc't pt^J 

men c^ual dittribuiMii of pri2C-iiMae7» thtm ncatiYe» and thettfare a mart «aMi4 gmrrfnf 

fihe present^ and may expedt t» see such a clause tion than the gfeaeat it notofocil* 
ill tttiabitts it is thoiight proper toobsenre, that 

The fallowing clause was reserved by Mr. Luttreil, id case the bUl 
should, in the iudgment or apprehension of Parliamecut, be deemed io^ 
admissible, unless the original powers hitherto asserted by virtue o£ 
the King's proclamation in council, for precipitanitly maDiuog tbo 
fleet, were to be still enforced upon certain great emergencies, by way 
of dernier resort^ if the proposed bill should^ upon trial, not be foun4 
in all possible cases, to be sufficiently expeditious and effectual in its 
operations. 

** Provided also, and be it ena£ied, that nothing in this a£t shall ex* 
tend or be construed to extend to any time of a foreign invasion of bi$ 
M^esty's dominions of Great Britam or Ireland^ or to any time pf aa 
a£lual civil rebellion, within the said dominions of Great Britain or Ire«i 
land, but that, in such critical and alarming situations, threatening de«- 
stru£tion to the present constitution of these kingdoms, all former 
powers before exercised by virtue of the King's prerogative, with the 
advice of the privy council, or under the authority of Parliament, may 
be then exercised in the same manner as heretofore, any thing in this 
z€t to the contrary notwithstanding.*^ 

Schedule, No. i. 

Form of requisition for seamen being discharged, "whose torn of 
service is completed. 

SIR, 
HAVING served the term app<nnted for seamen to serve m the 
royal navy, by an a6t of Parliament, made in the year of 

the reigaof bis present Majesty King George the Third, I desu-etbat 
I may oe discharged as the said a£t direds. 

I am. Sir, your humble sfervant. A* Br 

To the captain or commander of his Majesty^s ship ther 

SGH£DVt«9 No^ a/ 

The pay recommended for the petty officers qi every deaominatioQt, 

agreeable to se6l» No. 6. 

^pettativei. 
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Master's mate • • « • ^ 

Midshi]Miien - • 

CaptKii's clerics • . • - 

QjpflurtcffHnasttrs • « . « 

Quarter^mafltePs mates - - 

Boatswain's mates » . • 

Yeomen of the sheets . . ^ 

Cdizswains ... 

Master sait*maker .... 

Sail-maker's mates - - - 

Sail-m^r's crew ... 

Cjtnmei's mates • - - 

Teoroen of the powder-ruom 

Quarter-gunners of the first and second rates 

Quarter-gunners of other rates 

Armourers - - - - 

Armodrer'is mares «... 

Carpenter's mates ... 

Carpenter's crew in first and second rates 

Carpenter's crew of other rates 

Master at arms ... 

Corporals . . . - 

Sorgieon's first mates 

'pittD second mates 

Ditto third, fourth and fifth mates 

Ship's stewards ... 

Trumpeters 

AUe seamen .... 

Ordinary s^men ... 

I«andmen ... 

Widow's men ... 

Servants .... 

Oficers . . .. - 

Schedule, No. 3. 

.: -These arc to certify the principal officers and commissioners of his 
Majesty's navy, that John Smith hath taken the oath required to be 
taken by. seamea, entering to serve in the royal fleet, pursuant to an 
^ made in the year of the reign of his present Majesty 

King Geocge the Third, entitU, *' An aA for the more easy and efiec* 
lual floauAing of the rgyidnavy, &c/' and the said John Smith hath r&. 

ceived 
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ceited three mustci-s on board of his Majesty's the this 

» day of ^77 

Given under our hands the day and date above written, 

A. B. Captam^' 
C. D. Master. 
To be by John Smith indorsedr E. F. fioatswain,- 

G. H. Purser. 

SfcHEDULfi, No. 4. 

This IS to certffy the principal officers and commissioners of his Ma*. 
jesty*s navy, that George Williams served on board of bis Majesty's 
ship the Royal William, one year, three calendar months, and ten 
iJays, when he was turned over into his Majesty's ship the 3arfleur, 
(or discharged} the 20th day of May, 1 780, and this certificate is given 
pursuant to an aft of Parliament, made in the seventeenth year of the 
reign of his present Majesty King George tlie Third, entided ** An 
ad for the more e^isy and cfFedlual manning of the royal navy," &c. &c» 

A. B. Captain. 
N. B. The quality wherein he has served I C. D. Master, 
is to bfe mentioned after the nume. J E. F. Boatswain* 

G. H. Purser. 
The final discharge to be in the same form, only expressing the names 
of eaiqh $hip, and the particular time he may have served in eacii ship. 

Schedule, No. 5. 
Form of certificate, by which seamen are to receive their pensions^ 

These are to certify the principal officers and commissioners of his 
Majesty's navy, that A. B. a pensioner, by virtue of an a6b of Par- 
liament, made in the year of the rergn of his present Majesty 
King George the Third, s living, and at this time in the parish of 
Witnejfs our hand^, this day of ^77," 
A. B. Minister. 
C. D. / Overseer, or Churchwarden- 



lif 



in Scotland. Elder. 



Schedule, No. 6. 
Form of the oath to be taken by those who have not served liis 
Majesty any part of the term requirecl by this adl. 

This deponent James Blank^ voluntarily maketh oath, that he will 
faithfully serve his present Majesty King George the Third, his heirs 
or successors, conformably to an z&. of Parliament made in the ^ 
year of the reign of his said Majesty King George the Third, entitled 
•** An ad for the more easy and efieSual manning of the royal navy^ 
-&C. &c." to commence from his first muster-bn board bf any ship <^ 
vessel in the British, royal navy, .where the lords commissioners ottht 

admiralty 
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admrralty shall appoint him to serve against any of the openi avow- 
ed, or decbred enemies of Great Britain, its crown and dignities, its 
religion, laws, and constitution. (To be signed) James Blank. 
Sworn before me, on board his Majesty's ship at 

this day of 177 

A. B. Captain. 
C. D. Lieutenant. 
And- in the absence of the captain, the lieutenant shall be empowered 
to administer the above oath, which shall also be taken by every ordi- 
nary seaman, inserting the term of five years instead of three years ; 

and by every landman, inserting the term of six yea is. 

• 

Schedule, No. 7. 

Form of the certificate for masters, mates, and carpentcn of merclkant- 

ships and vessels. 

These are to certify whom they may concern, that it appears to 
us, from the oath of an owner of the ship Ruby (burthen 200 tons), 
belonging to London, that A. B. is now cinploytd as tlic master, 
(mate) or (carpenter) of the said ship Ruby ; and while so employed, 
IS nat to be interrupted by any j>erson or persons raising men for his 
Majesty's service, agreeable to an acSt of Parliament made in the 
year, of the reign of his present Majesty King George the I'hird, en- 
titled, " An adt for the more easy and cfte6lual manning of the royal 
navy, &c. &c." Given under 6ur hands, and the seal of the office of 
admiralty, this day 177 

By command of their lordships, A. B. 1 

G. H. Sec. or D. Sec. C. D. > Lord Commissioners. 

E. F. J 

Schedule, No. 8. 
Form of the certificate for apprentices in merchant-ships and vessels. 
It; baring been made known to us, as well by the oatlis ot tlie par- 
ties within-mentioned as by this indemuie, that A. B. is bound an 
apprentice to C. D. for seven years, to learn the art of a mariner, 
being now under fourteen years of age, we requiie all persons em- 
ployed to raise men for his Majesty's service, in no wise to molest or 
interrupt the said A. B. during the term of his apprenticeship, and while 
in the lawful pursuit of his said master's business, as a mariner. Given 
und^r our hands, and tlie seal of the office of admiralty, this . 
day of 177 

By command of their lordships, A. B. 1 

G. H. Sec. or D. Sec. C D. > Lords Commissioners. 

E. F. J 

F. S. The perquisites exavfled by the admiiahy for proteflions 

during 
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during an impress, would, if this bill were to paj;s, be thereby 
lessened, in the amount of several thousand pounds per annum ; 
a consideration which, in some measure, accounts for the real 
cause of that violent opposition which the present ministry 
have shewn to a bill, calculated for so many salutary and be* 
neficial purposes. 

Adjourned to the 13th'. 

March I3» 
No debate* 

March 14* 
Private business. Adjourned to the 17th. 

March 17. 
Lord George Germatne, by his Majesty's command, presenU 
cd to the House the following papers : 

Translatien of a Treaty between his Majesty and the Margravt 
of Brandenburgh Anspachy concluded arid signed at Anspach^ 
the 1st of February y I777» 

BE IT KNOWN to those whom it may concern, that 
Ills Majesty the King of Great Britain, having thought pro-<^ 
per to accept a corprof infantry of the troops of his most se- 
rene highness the reigning Margrave of Brandenburgh An- 
spach and Bayreuth, &c. &c. to be employed in the service of 
Great Britain ; the high contrafting parties have given their 
in-ders for this purpose to their respeftive ministers ; to wit, 
his Britannic Majesty to Colonel William Faucitt, captain 
of the guards ; and the most serene Margrave to his minister 
of state, the Baron deGemmingen ; who, after the exchange 
of their respedlive full powers, have agreed upon the folio v^ing 
articles : 

Article I. The most serene Margrave of Brandenburgh 
yields to his Britannic Majesty a corps of infantry, of one 
diousand two hundred men, which shall consist of two regi- 
ments, with one company of chasseurs, all professed soldiers^ 
according to the lists annexed to the present treaty. This 
corps shall be at the entire disposal of the Kin^ of Great Bri* 
tain, provided they be not sent to the East Indies. 

Article I [. The most serene Margrave engages to equip 
this corps completely, so that they may be ready to march on 
the 28ch of this month, at latest, or even sooner, if it can be 
done.' The said corps shall pass in review before his Britan^ 
Die Majesty's commissary, previous to their departure. 

Atticte 
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Article III. Each regiment of infantry of this corps shall 
J>e furnished with two pieces of field artillery, together witli 
the officers, gunners, and other men, and the tiain thereto 
belon^ng. 

Article IV. The most serene Margrave engages to furnish 
the recruits annually, necessary for this corps, which sliall be 
flelivere4 to his Britannic Majesty's commissary, disciplined 
and compietely equipped at the place of embarkation, at such 
time as his Majesty diall appoint, in pursuance of the notice 
which shall be given thereof, four months before their de- 
p^ure. 

Article V. The King's service, and the safety of the troops, 
equally requiring that the commanding officers and subalterns 
should he well skilled and perfe£l in the service, his most se- 
repe highness will take due care in the choice of them. 

Article VI. His most serene highness engages to put this 
corps in the best state that sliall be possible, and none shall be 
admitted therein but men fit. for campaign service, and ac«- 
jknbwledged as such by his Britannic Majesty's commissary. 

Article VII. This corps shall be provided with tents and 
all the necessary equipage. 

Article VIII. The King grants to this corps the ordinary 
and extraordinary pay, as well as all the advantages in forage, 
provisions, &c. &c. which the royal troops enjoy ; and the 
most serene Margrave engages, that he will permit this corps 
to enjoy all the emoluments of pay which his Britannic Ma- 
jesty allows them ; the sick and wounded of the said corps 
shall be taken care of in the King's hospitals, and shall be 
treated in this respect as the troops of his Britannic Majesty, 
and the wounded, not in a condition to serve, shall be sent to 
-Europe, into their own country, at the King's expence. 

Article IX. There shall be paid to his most serene highness, 
-PS levy-money for each foot soldier, thirty crowns banco^ the 
•crown computed at fifty-three sols of Holland, and valued 
at four shillings and nine-pence three farthings English mo- 
ney, as well ror the infantry as for the chasseurs and artillery ; 
one half of this levy-money shall be paid in six weeks after 
the signature of the treatv, and the other half in three 
months. The payment of this levy-money shall be madp, 
nevertheless, on condition that thirty crowns banco shall be 
-withheld for each soldier who, not on account of sickness, shall 
be. deficient in the said corps on the day of their embarka- 
tion ; which thirty crowns banco shall, however, be paid as 
soon as the soldiers who were deficient, shall afterwards join 
ifheir respedive corps- 
Article 
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Article X. If it should happen that any one of the batta- 
lions or company of this corps should suffer any very extra- 
ordinary damage, whether in battle or siege, or by any un- 
common contagious distemper, or by the loss of any trans- 
port vessel in the passage to America, his Britannic Majesty 
shall make good, in the most equitable manner, the loss of 
the oflScers or soldiers, and defray the cxpcnce of the recruits 
necessary forcompleating the corps which shall have sustained 
such extraordinary damage. 

Article XL The most serene Margrave reserves to him- 
self the nomination to the vacant oflSces, as well as the ad- 
ministration of justice. His Britannic Majesty, moreover, 
•will cause orders to be given to the commander of the army 
in which this corps ^hall serve, not to require from this corps 
any extraordinary service, or which may exceed their propor- 
tion with the rest of the army. This corps shall take the 
oatli of fidelity to his Britannic Majesty, without detriment 
to that which they Have taken to their sovereign. 

Article X 1 1. The pay shall commence seven days before 
the march of this corp^ of troops, and from the time of their 
being on board the boats, in order to go down the Mayne, 
all the transport charges f hall be borne by his Britannic Ma- 
jestv, 

Article XIIF. His Britannic Majesty grants to his most 
serene highness the Lord Margrave, while this corps of troops 
sliall be in his Majesty's pay, an annual subsidy of forty-five 
thousand crowns iwncoy to be computed from the day of the 
ratification of this treaty, which subsidy shall be continued 
three months after the return of the said corps into the domi- 
nions of his most serene highness, and the troops shall enjoy 
the pay to the end of the month in which they shall be re- 
turned in the territories of the Lord Margrave. 

Article XIV. This treaty shall be ratified by the high con- 
tradling parties, and the ratifications thereof shall be ex- 
changed as soon as possible. 

In testimony whereof, we, the undersigned, being furnish- 
ed with the full powers of his Majesty the King of Great 
Britain, on the one part, and of his most serene highness the 
Lord Margrave of Brandenburgh on the other part, have sign- 
ed the present treaty, and have caused the seals of our arms to 
be affixed thereto. Done 'at Anspach, this first day of Fe- 
bruary 1777. 

William Faucitt. Charles de Gemmingen 

L.S. * L,S. Establish^ 
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EstitbUshment of the troops of his most serene highness the 
Margrstve of Brandenburgh, &c. which are to enter into his 
Britannic Majesty's service. 

General establishment of one regiment. 
STAFF. 
I Colonel 
I Major 
I Chaplain 
1 Auditor 
I Quarter-master 
I Surgeon-major 

1 Drum-major 

2 Provosts and servant 

7 Toul of the Staff 

Establishment of the Coloners company* 
I Colonel, as captain 

1 Captaii^-lieutenant. 
fl First lieutenants 

2 Serjeants 
I Fourier 

1 Surgeon 
5 Cqrporals 

2 Drums 
I Fifer 

I Servant for the tents 
95 Private 

1x4 

Establishment of the Majof s company. 

1 Major, as Captain 

2 First lieutenants 

2 Second lieutenants 
2 Serjeants 

1 Fourier 
t Surgeon 
5 Corporals 

2 Drums 
I Fifer 

I Servant for tlie tents 
95 Private 

113, I £sta^lisli« 
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Establishment of the three other companies. 

1 Captain 

i^ First, iij^teiiant 

2 Second lieutenants 
2 Seijeants 

I Fourier 

1 Surgeon 
5 Corporals 

2 Drums ^'f^ 
I Fifer 

I Servant for the tents 
95 Private 

112 

Total of the CcJonel's company. 144 

Pittoof the Major^s company 113 

Ditto of three other companies 336 

Ditto of the staff -. - - 7 

Total of the ist regiment 570 

Total of the other regiment 570 

Total of the two regiments 1 140 

One company of Chasseurs. 

I Captain 

1 First lieutenant 

2 Second lieutenants 
2 Serjeants 

I Fourier 

I Surgeon , 

5 Corporals 

87 Chasseurs 

I Servant for the tents 

lOI 

ARTILLERY. 
I Lieutenant 
4 Bombardiers 
30 Gunners 
8 Condu£tors 
1 Servant for the tents 

^ RKGA- 
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RECAPITULATION. 

570 The first regiment 
570 The second regiment 
lOi The company of chasseurs 
44 Aniiiery 

1285 Sum total 



Translation of the ulterior Convention between his Majesty and 
the Hereditary Prince of Hesse^ concluded and signed at Ha^ 
nauythe lOth of Feb, 1777. 

HIS Majesty the King of Great Britain having consented, 
that the troops of the most serene hereditary prince of Hesse, 
now in his service in America, should be augmented with a 
Corps of chasseurs \ and his most Serene Highness, in conse- 
quence of that pcrfedl gratitude, and the rcspedtful and un- 
limited attachment with which he is devoted to his Majesty^ 
as well as through zeal for the interests and service of tliat 
monarch, having with great alacrity charged himself with 
the care of raising and furnishing such a corps on his Ma- 
jesty's subsidy; his minister plenipotentiary, colonel William 
Faucitt, and the minister and actual privy counsellor of the 
most serene hereditary Prince of Hqsse, Frederick dc Mais* 
hourg, being furnished with the requisite full powers of 
their respe<Slive masters, have agreed upon the following ar- 
ticles. 

Article I. The most serene hereditary prince of Hesse, 
engages not only to form a' corps of chasseurs, and to cause 
them to be properly armed, clothed, disciplined, and put in 
readiness to march to the place of destination, but also to 
cause one company thereof to march at the beginning of the 
next month, at latest; and as his Britannic Majesty has made 
known his desire, that this corps should be extended to a 
greater number than that of one company which was offered ; 
his most Serene Highness, animated with the desire of con- 
forming himself to his Majesty's intentions, as far as it de- 
pends up6n him, promises to use all his endeavouis for such 
augmentation, and to increase the number as much as possi- 
ble: aod as the circumstances will not yet allow of the ac- 
tual settling of the positive number, it is agreed previously 
10 prepaie the annexed stare, which shall constitute the basis 
Vol* VI. . E and 
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and rule for all the other companies, of whfch it is hoped, 
four at least inay be provided, of lOO men each, so that the 
-whole corps upon this supposition will amount to 412 men, 
the staff included. 

Article II. This corps of chasiseurs, the real number of 
vrhich shall be fixed and settled at the time of their marcli, 
shall be completely equipped by his most Serene Highness, 
and provided with every thing necessary to put them in rea- 
diness to march; and his Britannic Majesty promises to take 
them into his pay,^ from the moment of the enlisting of each 
ihah composing the said corps, and to furnish every thing ne- 
cessary^ when they arrive at the place of their destination, 
for the transport of their equipage, and Tikewise provisions, 
f6rage, ammunition, &c. &c. for their use, in the s^me man- 
ner, and upon the same footing, as sliall be fumfshed to the 
He^ian chasseun, which are on the British subsidy. And 
as the strength of the said corps cannot be ascertained till they 
pass in review before the King^s commissary, which shall bre 
done, as soon as they are complete here at Hanau,- if possible, 
or elsewhere, as the circumstances may require ; it is agreed 
that ah exa^ state shall then be prepared of the strength of 
the said corps, which his Majesty shall take upon subsidy, 
whatever may be their number, without regarding whether 
they consist of four companies, of more or less. In confor- 
mity to that state, which shall be annexed to, add made part 
of the present treaty, the pay,, subsidy, and levy-money for 
the said corps,, shall also be regulated according to the num~ 
ber of men of which it shall then be composed* 

Article III. The pay of the corps of chasseurs shall be 
higher than that which his Majesty allows for the infantry 
of Hesse-Hanau, now in his service ; it shall be equal to 
that of the Hessian chasseurs, and consequently in the same 
proportion as ir was during the last war. And his Majesty 
promises moreover, that every thing alre:ady granted, or 
^hich shall hereafter be granted, for the said Hessian chas^ 
seurs, shall be equally allowed to those whidh the most serene 
Hereditary Prince shall furnish by virtue of the present con- 
vention. 

Article IV. The said pay shall commence forthwith: 
but, as, on the one hand, the number of men is not yet en« - 
tirely colte6bd, and on the other, those a£lually provided 
already receive pay from the most serene Hereditary Prince, 
it shaU be re-irabuk^ed to him, from the day of their en- 
gagement, for all tlK>$e who have enlisted into the said corps, 

since 
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rince the tQtbof Jatiiiirry Vai%t\ and in like manner, such as 
are deficient shall not be ptid fof, but as they enlist therein, 
aocording to tKe returns^ which shiillbe made with the ucknost 
cxac^ess) duly attested and certified* 

Article V. This corps sliall be composed only of chateurs 
by profession, or good tuzileers, all diaicipHned^ and possessing 
the requisite dexterity. And although it is impossible to fix 
exa£Uy the time in which this c6rps may bq entirely com- 
fdeted, it shall not^ however, be ektendedfiuither than to 
die end of the. mootb. of April next ; and his most Serene 
Highness promises, that all possible diligence shall be tt^,*in 
order to assemble them, even before that period, if it can-be 
done, and to cause them to march without delay for their dcs* 
tination. 

Article VI. Evdry thing that has been agreed upon in 
the treaty of the 5th; of February, 1776^ viriih regarf to the 
regiment of Hesse-H^nau,* which is now in his Majesty's 
service, shall extend alio lo the new. augmentation of a corps 
of chasseurs. The subsidy shall be augmented in proportion, 
from the day of the signature of the present convention ; and 
the advantages granted by the 7th, 9th, loth,' nth, and 12th 
articles of the former treaty, shall be likewise applied to this 
corps. Levy*money, at 30 crowns banco^ shall be paid by 
his Majesty for each chasseur ; the crown to be computed at 
fifty three sols of Holland ; one half of which levy-money 
shall be paid in one month, and the other half in two months, 
after the signature of the present convention. 

Article V II. This ulterior convention shall be ratified. by 
the high contra£ling parties, and the ratifications thereof shall 
.be exchanged as soon as possible. 

In testimony whereof* w€ the undersigned, being furnished 
with the full powers of bi$ Majesty the King of Great Britain, 
on the one part, and of his most serepe highness the heredi* 
tary Prince of Hesse, on tlie other, have signed the present 
convention, and have set thereto the seals of our arms. 
Done at'Hanau, the loth of February, 1777. 

L. S. William Faucitt. • 

L» S. Frederick fiaron de Malsboury* 



E a . . State 
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State of one battalion of chasseurs. 

S T AF:F.- -^ 
Lieutenant-colonel is reckoned as head of bis company* 
1 Adjutant 
: I Auditor 
^ I Regimental qUarter-m^ter 

1 Surgeon-major 

2 Armourer, and his assistant ' 

I . Servant for the waggon with the mfUitary chest 
4 Servants for the carriages of the 4 companies 
It Provost 

•iz . 

~- First company. 

< 2 Lieutenant^olonel, as captain, add his servant 

2 Captain- lieutenant, and his servant 

2 First lieutenant, and his servant 

2 Second lieutenant, aiid his servant 
I Seijeant-major 

I Serjeant 

I Fourier 

I Master of arms 

6 Corporals 

1 Surgeon 

3 French-horns 

78 Chasseurs * 

100 Men 
' Second company. 

2 Captain, and his servant 

2 First lieutenant, and l;iis servant 

2^ Second lieutenant, and his servant 
I Serjeslnt-major 
' I Serjeant 
I Fourier 
I Master of arms 
6 Corporals 
I Surgeon 

3 Frenchfhorns 
80 Chasseurs 

J 00 Men 

ICO Third company 

aoo Carried over 
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200. Brought over 
100 F%]rth company • •> ^ . 
100' The colonel's company 
12 The staflF 

412 Men 

Estimate of the charge of the additional corps of foreign troops in the 
pay of Great Britain, pursuant to treaties for the year 1777. 

No. Pay, If c. Total. 

Pay of a regiment of Hessian £. s. d. £. s. d. 

chasseurs for 365 days, from 
2cth Dec. 1776, to a4th 
I5ec. 1777, both inclusive 1067 27328 19 xoj 

Dedud, voted for two com- 
panies of the said corps for 
the year 1777 262 4321 8 iif 

Difierence to be made good 805 23007 10 iii 

Levy-money (or 626 chas- 
seurs a pied, at the rate of 
thirty banco crowns each 
man 4518 18 9 

* Ditto for 179 chasseurs, a 
cheval, at the rate of 45 
^<»rr0 crowns each 1938 4 8 J 

Proportional subsidy for ditto 

for the same time 7263 17 4 

Total for Hessian chasseurs 

for the year 1777 36728 ii 8| 

pay of a regiment of chas- 
seurs of Hanau for 318 

days, from i oth Feb. 1777, 

to 24th Dec. following, 

both inclusive 412 10113 7 lof 

JLevy-money for 412 men, at 

30 banco crowns each 2974 2 6 

Pfopprtiopal subsidy for ditto, 

&r the same time 3238 19 9 

mm ■ > 16326 10 if 

Carried over 12 17 SS^SS * ^^ 

E3 
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No. Payable. Tj^al. 

jr. s. i. ^. s, d. 

Brought over 1217 53^55 ^ J? 

Pay of the troops of the Mar- 
grave of Brandenburgh An- 

spachy &c. for 307 days, 

from 2ist Feb. 1777, to 

24th Dec. following, both 

ipclusiye 1241 J9495 iC 7 

Artillery to ditto 4411158^ 

Levy-money for 1285 men, 

at 30 banco crowns each 9276 i lof 

Subsidy for ditto, at the rate 
* of 45,odo banco crowns per 

annum, for 327 days, from 

1st Feb. 1777, *^ ^4^^ 

.Dec. following^ both inclu« / 

sive 9700 16 3 

^ -— ^ ^ 39$^^ <,4t 

Total for the year 1777 2502 9^643 4^ 

Deficiencies to be made good - 

for the year 1776, viz. 
Increased pay of one company 

of Hessian chasseursfor 328 

days, from ist t'eb. 1776, 

to 24th Dec. following 1 177 14 6 

Ditto for one company, for . 

293 days, from 7th March, 

X776, to 24th Dec. fol- 
lowing 1052 I o| 
The pay of the-additionals to 

Hessian chasseurs, for 14 

day^, from i-i th Dec. 1776, 

to 24tfi Dec. following, 

both inclusive 882 9 iz 

Proportional subsidy for the 

above additioqals for the 

«aractimc 278 i2iof 

^ — 3390 »8 4l 

Total 2502 ^ 96034 \z 6^ 

War*Offic5, 17th March, 1777. 

BA&RINCTOir, 
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March 1 8. 
Private business. Adjourned to March 2 1» 

March 21. 

•In committee. Resolved to grant the sum in the estimate of the 
charge of forcfign troops in page 53 and 54. 
' 'Adjourned to March 24. 

March 24. 

Ilesolutions reported and agreed to. 

March 25. 
.No debate. 

March 26. 
Private business. 

March 27. 

Bills passed. Adjourned to April 8. 

April 8. 
Private business. * 

April 9. 
Lord North delivered the following message from his Majesty. 
GEORGE R. 

It gives his Majesty much concern, to find himself obliged to ac- 

?uamt the House of Commons with the difficulties he labours under, 
y reasoti of debts incurred by the expences of his household and of 
his civil government ; which, being computed on the fifth day of 
January Tasty do amount to more than six hundred thousand pounds. 
His Majesty relies on the loyaltv and affeSion of his faithful Com- 
inons, of which he has received so many signal proofs, for enabling 
Iiim* to discharge this debt; and that tney will, at the same time, 
znake some further provision, for the better support of his Majesty's 
tLOUseholdf and of the honour and dignity of the crown. 

G. R. 

E 4 The 
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The editor of this work has been favoured with the following paper* 

Before the Revolution, the whole revenue of the kingdom was 
called the revenue of the crown ; and the King disposed of it as he 
pleased. Charles II. and James II. embezzled immense sums. To 
prevent such abuses in future, the Commons resolved, on the 26th 
of February, 1 689, that the revenue was expired by the vacancy of 
the throne,' and did not devolve on their Majesties king William JII. 
and queen Mary. The King's income for the year 1689, was settled 
at 6oo,oool. to be paid out of the public revenue. Next year, the 
hereditary excise was settled upon the King for life, with a clause to 
make it a security for 250,000!. Apd the customs were settled iq>on 
the King, at the same time, for four, years ; with a clause to make 
them a security for 500,0001. But these duties did not produce 
what they were laid at. In 1 698 a further subsidy of tonnage and 
poundage was laid ; and these were all settled on the King for life, at 
700,oool./>^r annum. The same was continued to queen Aniie. In 1 7 13, 
the Queen being in debt, she was empowered to appoint, by letters 
patent, the sum of 35,0001. to be issued out of the civil list reve- 
nues for thirty-two years, to such person or persons as should ad- 
vance the sum of 500,0001. for paying off the debts of the civil list. 
In 1715, the sum of I20,000l. per annum was added to the civil list 
revenue, during the life of George I. upon condition, that if the 
whole civil list revenue with this addition, produced less than 700,oooL 
yearly, the deficiency should be made good by Parliament ; but if it 
produced more, the surplus should gf) to the aggregate fund, which 
was this year established. In 1 720, the civil list^ being greatly in 
arrear, the Royal and London assurance companies agreed to give the 
King 60O5OO0I. for letters of incorporation. They paid 300,0CX>L 
but were excused paying the remainder, by an aft passed the next 
year, enabling the King to borrow 500,000!. at five per cent, till re- 
deemed by the crown, and to dedu6l sixpence in the pound upon all 
fjensioiis, salaries, &c. for the payment of that interest. The civil 
ist continuing In arrear, the King was enabled, in 1725, to borrow 
one million by exchequer bills, &:c. at three per cent, upon the cre- 
dit of the civil list revenues, and sixpenny deduftion, till re-pay- 
nient of the principal. This vvas to redeem the 500,0001. borrowed 
in 1 72 1, and to supply «tl;e King with 500,000!. to discharge the 
civil list debts. Next year (1726) tlie million raised by exchequer 
bills, &c. was repaid by a lottery, and the sixpenny dedufition was 
made perpetual. 

Upon the accession of George II. tlie civil list was increased to 
8oo,OOOl. per annum, for his life, and if it ever fell short of that sum, 

th^ 
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the deficiency to be made good by Parliament ; but no mention was 
made of any surplus, if any should happen. 

George III. upon his accession, solicited a clear, net yearly income 
of SoOyOCX)!. in lieu of the civil list revenues. This was tiie plan of 
his father ; who, in a paper delivered to the opposition, by the present 
Lord Le D. &c. says, " His Royal Highness farther promises to ac- 
cept of no more than 8oo,oool. for his civil list, by way of rent- 
charge." However, on the 28th of February, 1769, his present Ma- 
jesty requested, l>y message to Parliament, a sum for the payment of 
hjs debts; and in compliance, 513,5111. was. granted. The message 
of this day is the second application. But it is a question of some mo- 
ment upon this occasion, *' What sum is the royal income at this 
time?" It is almost impossible to state it in every part with preci- 
sion ; yet an estimate has been made, and, it is presumed, with tole^ 
rable accuracy. However, not to vouch for authenticity, where no 
reasonable man can expedt it, it will be sufficient, if there is no capit4 
nor egregious mistake. 

^ . . ^• 

'Civil list -^ — — 8oo,oco 

Revenue of Hanover, when the esablishment, &c. is paid, 

brings in clear, at least — -^ iOO,ooo 

Ireland — — — 90,000 

Wales — — — xo,ooo 

Lancaster ~ ' — — 20,000 

Cornwall, after paying the lord warden's court, &c. produces 

at least — — — 70,000 

Four and a half per cent, in the West Indies — 50,000 

Coal-pits at Louisburgh — — 12,000 

Interest of debts due to the late king — 150,000 

^If ministers think this sum too much, will they shew the 

correspondence with the court of Saxony only^ for a 

little time before the death of the Princess of Wales?] 

£. 1,320,000 

There are a few other particulars, per contra^ which deserve notice. 

The qujt-rents in North America are lost, at least for the 

present ; they were about per annum 15,000 

The four and a half />^r cent, duty in North America, also 

lost, about — — per annum 50,000 

The several royalties, manorial rights, &c. enjoyed by . 

former 
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former kings of England, and till lately colle6led under 
diflFererit names in North America, all lost. 
An increased family of eleven children ; but ten only' 
ought to be reckoned ; the Bishop of Osnaburg being 
niaintained out of his own revenues. However, being 
all very young, except the Prince of Wales, their ex- 
pences cannot be considerable. ' 

On the other hand, it is equally worthy of attention. 

That by the death of the Princess of Wales there was a 

savipe to the civil list of - per annum jOjOOO 

Thjit by llie deaths of the Dukes erf* Yojik and Cumber- n 
land, Prince Frederick and Princess Louisa I 

By the m;?rriages of the Princesses Augusta and Matilda\ 50^000 

All these having something out of tjie civil list ; put the I 
whole at only j 

If the chiarge of some of their domestics, the nurxibier oT 
which is annually decreasing, be thought worth men* 
tioning, the gain by the interest of the saving, ready 
money left, jewels, &c. &c. may be put as no very 
improper equivalent 

In the diarges upon the civil list, must not be included 
some ot the great departments, such as admiralty, trea- 
surex of the navy, &c. &c. they being paid out of the 
aeyfiial expenccs of those departments, voted by- Parlia- 
ment ; nor of the boards, and other officers of the re- 
VQOi^e, as customs, excise, stamps, &c. they being all 
paid out of their own receipts. And the pensions, &c. 
.upon the revenue of Scotland, are paid in Scotland,' 
befpre that revenue is remitted to England. 

The affair of Somerset-house produced a gain of about 100,000 

The presents from the eastern princes are not under- 
rated at one million sterling. But if ministers are in- 
clined to dispute it, will they shew what have been the 
presents from the Nabob ot Arcot only P 1,000,000 

T^ing a summary of the whole, and making and allow- 
ing every necessary consideration, on both sides, it 
may be presumed, that the royal income has, since the 
accession of his present Majesty, been communibus annis 1,4009009 

At tbasanie time it is not improper to remark, that what- 
ever be the sum of his Majesty's debts, the majority of 
his -creditors are the majority in the two houses of f^ar- 
liament. Perhaps, at least, half a million is due (o 
ihose who vote it^ 

An 
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An account of the several sums which were due and unpaid at the 
receipt of the Exchequer, for the expence of his Majesty's civil go- 
vernment, on the 5ih,day of January, 1777, with the money ap- 
plicable towards discharging the same, and the debt then remtimiDg 
unprovided for, viz. 

£' s. d. 

To her Majesty the* Queen, on ^o^oooA. per annum 12500 O- o 
To the Prince of Wales and Bishop of Osnaburg, on 

T^/fii. 10%. per annum — 1836 12 . 6 
To defray sundry expences for the said Princes 849 9 " of 
To Prince William Henry and Prince Edward, on 

III ^\. per annum — — • — 278 15.-" O 
To defray sundry expences for the said Princes 278 16 . 7I 
To the Duke of Cumberland, on 9000I. per annum 2250 O ' O 
For pensions to the servants to the late Queen 3076 14 0^ 
For pensions to the servants to the late Princess Dow- 
ager of Wales ' — — 20025 9 C' 
To the coflFerer of his Majesty's household ^ 354^5 15 of 

To the treasurer of the chamber -— 70938 16 7 

To the master of the great wardrobe — 21566 911 
To the master of the robes — * 4043 15 
For his Majesty's works and gardei^ — 56788 3 
For the extraordinaries of his Majesty's stables 11309 4 
To his Majesty's goldsmith for plate — 3552 12 2 
To foreign ministers on their ordinary and extraordi- 
nary allowances — — 9^935 ^4 ^ 
For fees, salaries, and pensions, payable at the Exche- 
quer — — 145790 IS ^^ 
For pensions and bounties payable by Lord Viscount 

Gage — '— — 68652 17 9 

To tlie band of gentlemen pensioners 1 — 7SOO o O 

To the secretaries of state for secret service — 2250 o O 

To the secretary of the post-office, for ditto — 1704 16 0- 

For contingencies of divers natures, 

£. s. d. 
To the King's printers 13243 14 iif 

For incident expences of the Bo^rd 
of Trade — 2634 4 8 



Carried forward 15877 19 7I 662624 16 
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/*. J. d. ^. s. d. 
Broaght forward '5877 19 ^\ 662624 16 7J 

T^ the usher of the receipt of the 

Exchequer 1 1489 i iz 

To the usiier of the Court of Ex- 
chequer 1 106 13 9 

To sundry sherijSs for convrdion 

of fisions, &c. 1640 o o 

To Thomas Saodby for disburse- 
ments in Windsor Forest 2281 15 7i 

To Lord Viscount Howe^ and 
Sir William Howe commission- 
ers for. restoring peace in Ame- 
' rica, 1 col. per week bach 1742 17 2 

To Henry Strachey, Esq; secrc- 

. tary to the said commissioners 

To Ambrose Serle, Esq. another 

T9 Benedift Schaller, tor necessa- 
Hes furnished the treasury 

For rent of the privy seal office 

For rent of die secretary of state's 
: office in. Cleveland-row 

Torrent of Mote park 

For ground-rent of Cumberland 
house 

For pay of watchmen at the Ex- 
chequer 

For watering the ring in Hyde- 
park 

For the under clerks of the coun- 
cil 

To officers of the Tally Court, 
for striking tallies 

To the company of Chelsea water- 
works 

To the keeper of Bagshot Rails, 
for turnips, &c. for the deer 

To the Duke of Gloucester, for 
dieexpence of holding Swani- 
mote courts 



183 

122 









120 







102 13 


6 




2^3 8 

80 17 
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698976 2j 

Towards 
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£ s. d. £' ^' 
Bfotighr over 690976 o 

Towards satisfying the abov^ sums 
tlicre remained in the Exthe- 
quer oU the 5th of January, 
1777 ,35^0 la 6 

To which adding the sum to be' 
granted out of the aids 17^7, 
to replace payments pursuant 
to addresses before thd^ 5tK 6^ Ja- 
nuary, 1777 12060 z 6 

And the total thereof being de- 

dudled . ' ' " 4770b 14 

Will leave the debt uqpro^ 
vided for on the 5th of Janu- 
ary, 1777 651275 ^ 
^ Memorandum. 
This debt is the greater by tiie monies issued to the 
following persons, pursuant to his Majesty's 
orders, to be by them applied foi: the relief aiitf 
benefit of sundry Aixiericah civil oflScers, and 
others, who have suffered on account of tKeir 
attachment to his Majesty's government. 
To Thomas Pratt^ Esq. 13664 I O, 
Milward Rowe, Esq^. . ^5793 19 6 
Thomas Cottou, Esq. 1092 9 6. 
John Martin Leake, Esq. 1119 f 6 

31669 16 6 
Besides which there has been paid 
for the above purpose *>y r 

~ Sir Grey Cooper, B^rt. ^85 
John Robinson, Esq. -980 . 
' — 1265 6 

Total applied on account of this 

service ' jl . 3^934 ^^ ^ 

Thereof.^ were rarljament to ^ 

make good to his Majesty this 
sum of 3^934 16 

The debt then reniaining unprd- 
vj'ded for, would be h\%y^ s 
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The preceding papers were, by his Majesty's command, 
laid upon the table by Lord North. 
Jprll 16. 
Lord yohn Cavendish ^ as soon as the order of the day for 
going into a committee of supply, to take liis Majesty's mes- 
sage of the 9th instant into consideration was read, rose and 
moved, ** that the order of reference, made on the same day, 
be discharged." His Lordship stated his objeflioiis on two 
grounds ; first, on the manifest defedliveness of the accounts ; 
and secondly, to the excess of expenditure. The former„'Jic 
said, came unaccompanied by any voucher, or collateral, or 
explanatory observation, tliai could give them an air of au- 
flienticity, worthy of the attention of that House ; the lattery- 
relative to the excess of expenditure, came tolerably well 
vouched, and bore the most ample and authentic testimony, 
that the excess had arose from causes which would not bear the 
Jight. The manner of fabricating the accounts, and of stat- 
ing the excess, helped to explain each other. The accounts 
just stated the disbursements, without telling to whom, or 
for what particular service ; the excess of course, was the 
consequence of such a statement ; and shewed, that it arose, 
but not why it sliould be provided for. His Lordship next 
went into several comparative estimates of the out-goings of 
the two periods of eight years of the present reign, with the 
like periods of the preccdmg reign, and demonstrated clearly, 
that taking the sixteen years of the present reign, and com* 
paring them with sixteen years of the late reign ; or taking 
an average of the expenditure of both reigns, that making 
every allowance for increase of family, and advanced price of 
the necessaries of life, the fair expcncliturc of his present Ma- 
jesty ought to be some thousand pounds a year less tlian his 
predecessor. His Lordsliip next separately observed on the 
heads under which the excess arose ; on the cofferer's account, 
board of works, pensions, annuities, secret service, and am- 
bassadors : he took a particular view of each of tliem, and 
sTiewed, that instead of increasing, they ought, from 
every appearance wirhouti and from every motive with- 
in, to have been considerably lessened. He adverted to a 
. saying of James 4he First, that we ought to have an army of 
ambassadors ; whether such an army were Jiow necessary, 
when we already were burdened with a standing army, he 
would not pretend to decide : but he was certain, if the gross 
sum charged in the account was truly stated, we at least paid 
for an army of ambassadors. We ought to have a larger corps 

of 
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of dipfomatiques than even the negotiating James had ; for 
certainly they cost us almost' as much as his whole households 
Hi^ Lordship, after descanting pretty fully orf these, several 
matters, said, he should have expedled a saving instead of a 
deficiency within the last eight years, because the revenue of 
the Princess Dowager of Wales had ceased during the last 
five years, which the public had a right ro expeft, would 
have augmented the royal income to a very consideraMe 
amount ; nor had the expence of the Prince of Wales and the 
Bishop of Osnaburg, amounted to a fourth of what lapsed ta 
the crown by the death of that princess. The honour and 
dignity of the crown was the commoa pretext Od v^hich ap- 
plications, such as the present, were always founded : of course^ 
he should expedl to hear them pervade the whde of the tni- 
nisterial languageof this day ; but in his opinimi, if the mi-! 
oister had the honour and dignity of the crown at heart, he 
would have applied to Parliament earlier; nay, he would 
have annually applied to Parliament, as the debt was' incur- 
red. Parliament would most probably have taken, or de- 
vised some mode of lessening the outgoings ; of retrenching 
unnecessary expences: they would, as a part of their duty, 
have enquired into the state of the expenditure of the civil 
list revenue ; and if theyidiscovered, as most certainly they 
must, any abuses, they would reSify them, or totally remove 
the cause. Such a proceeding would have had several salutary, 
effefts, besides the mere saving; it wpuld have rendered the 
King easy in his private capacity as a gentleman; it would 
have rendered any augmentation of the civil list revenue to- 
tally unnecessary ; and it would have preserved, what no man 
in that House was more solicitous about, it would have pre- 
vented the lustre and dignity of the crown from being lowered 
and tarnished ; and ij:s subjc£ts from being burdened, plun* 
dered, and oppressed. His Lordship pressed with great ear- 
nestness and force of reasoning, the dangerous consequences, 
which would probably arise from an augmentation of the d- 
vil list revenue, and the consequent increase of the influence 
of the crown, already become much too powerful. He in- 
sistecl, it would add to that depravity of morals which was 
known so much to prevail ; it would have the same effed, 
that an uncontrouled revenue has upon the people in arbitrary 
countries, where they follow and attach themselves to the 
court, in order to procure places ; which prevents them from 
turning their attention, or directing their pursuits, to industry, 
snd those liberal professions and occupations^ which render 

TOfta 
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men at once useful and ornamental to society. Finally, his 
lordship observed, that the noble lord who now presides at 
the treasury, and made the present application, was minister 
]Q 1769, and came then, on the same errand, for a sum of 
money to pay the King's debts ; and, as well as his memory 
at this distance of time could serve him, he then assured tht 
House that he would never come again on a like purpose ; 
but armed with precedents at all points, all his lordship, he 
presumed, had to do, was to tell the House that the debt was 
cjntnuSted, and that it must be paid. 

Lord North. He said, before he should proceed to answer 
the objections now urged bv the noble lord who moved to 
have the order of reference aischargcd, or answer any of the 
reasons ofiered in support of the propriety and necessity of 
such a measure, he would beg leave to set his lordship 
right in the honour he had done him, by saying he was 
at the head of the finances when the lust application was made 
to Parliament for the discharge of the King's debts. He 
begged leave to assure his lordship, he was not at die head 
of the finances; and his lordship must be convinced he 
was not, on recolle£tion. He delivered the message, it is 
true, because he was then at the treasury-board ; but he beg« 
ged leave to remind the House, as well as the noble loi^, 
wat he did not promise, nor was he authorized to promise, 
that future applications of a similar nature would not be 
made. He confessed, that the task was a disagreeable one, 
taking it in the most favourable light ; and when he last came 
upon a like errand, he little thought it would have ever fallen 
to his lot again ; for as several of his predecessors, much his 
superiors in point of abilities, had continued but a short time 
in administration, hb never entertained the most distant idea, 
or cxpecStaiion, diat he should ever again be compelled to re- 
peat the same request : but at length, said his lordship, such 
is the stability of government, that an administration can 
even oudive eight years I His lordship then appealed to the 
sense of his general expressions, when he delivered the royal 
message in 1769, and insisted that he never promised to 
restrain the civil list expences within any certain bounds, or 
pledged himself to prevent any future excess. In answer to 
the excess of expenditure, so much dwelt upon by the noble 
lord, he said, the last four of the eight years, the expendi- 
ture had undergone a considerable decrease, nearly, if his me- 
mory served him right, to the amoimt of ioo,oool. per annum. 
He said, that the last vear it had increased^ and vK^i ^c^x -^ 
VoL.VL ' F N^^^ 
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very obyious reason ; because several steady frieads to govern^ 
meat, natives of America, and others, for their loyalty and 
attachment to the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain^ 
I^ been stripped of (beir property, and driven thencey 
\i^idK>ut die means of support ; sotne without even tlie means 
of sustenance, to seek relief in this country. Many of these 
had been relieved by royal bounty, and had conseqoently 
considerably increased the out-goings r be believed ta the 
amount of 27,0001. No notice, he observed, had bem 
taken of several causes of expence that daily arose. If i3aff> 
Princess Dowager's death so far served to augment the royal 
revenue, the Prince of Wales, the Bishop of OsnabHrg, 
and Prince William, remained to be taken out of it^ to the 
amount of i2,oooL a-year. Again, the increased pensions 
to judges, amounted to upwards of 4CO0U a-year ; foF 
though no regular applicat'^pns were made on that account^ 
he tliought, that when great men had been wovn down by 



age and infirmities, it would be extremely improper to ne* 
gied paying a suitable attention to their rank and services* 
He hoped the civil list expenditure would not, in future^ 



exceed 900,00^. per annum, because the four and half per 
cent, -duty, paid from the Leeward Islands, and. the recovery 
of the American quit-rents, after the present unnatur^ re- 
bellion, wonld form such a fund in support of the present 
proposed establishment, as would render simihr applications 
to Parliament totaUy unnecessary. The noble lord had 
said a good deal respe£king the charge of ambassadors, ahd 
the excess of expenditure under tliat head; bat he was free 
to contend, that if the noble lord thought it worth his 
"while to inspe^ that article again, he would find the ex^^ 
pence of ambassadors ratlier diminished than incseased;. 
were the albwance made to Lord and General Howe de«> 
duded. The noble lord and his brothec were paid as such ; 
and having a secretary, the whole estahlishroent was what 
principally caused the increase. His lordship entered inta 
several computations, which, controverted the h&s laid down 
hj the noble lord who spoke first ; many of which depends 
ing on figures, were differently stated on each side, to answer 
die ends of argument, we shall pass over, . as neither afford- 
ing entertainment, nor acknowledged data that couki be de- 
pended upon. He deniedv that the infiuence of the croWn 
nad been on the increase since the accession of his present 
Majesty ; but conlacnded, that the' strength of government 
had been purely augmented by the \^iitd6nt aadocdtitode of 

his. 
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h\% Majesty^s councils, and the esteem and confidence of his 
subjeds. The obligations were mutual, and justly merited ; 
cmd if such an influence as that described by the noble lord 
had really existed, he v.*as perfeftly satisfied his Majesty 
would employ it, not in endeavouring to abridge the libertiet 
loS his subjeds, or in a£ls of oppression ; but in proteAing 
them in riie full enjoyment of every thing which might 
promise to render them a prosperous, virtuous, and happy 
pecqde. At to the last obje£tion made to the proposed aug* 
mentation, tliat it would, as in arbitrary countries, tend to 
hurt the morals of the people, and generate place-liunters 
and idlers, who might be better employed, and thereby be- 
come more useful to the state ; he could not possibly trace the 
consequence ; for he knew no new places, or appointments, 
the present measure would give birth to ; and as for such as 
tvere already established, he did not think it was in the power 
of die noble' lord, or any other person, to reduce the number 
of those who make daily application for places, without he 
first undertook to reduce the number of places themselves i 
for without such a previous redufftion, he was satisfied all 
other methods would prove totally inefl^edive. 

Mr. Wilkes. There is not a gentleman in this House, or in 
the kingdom, more anxious than I am to see the splendour 
and dignity of the Crown of England maintained in its ut- 
most lustre ; although, for above a course of fifteen years, I 
have received from the Crown only a succession of injuries^ 
and never, in any moment of my life, the slightest favour. 
I had the honour. Sir, of a scat in this House, when the 
affair of the civil list was first agitated in Parliament, in the 
beginning of his present Majesty's reign, when every good 
8ubje& hoped to have more than the idea of a patriot King : [ 
then heartily acquiesced in the proposed grant. The accept- 
ance of an annuity of 8oo,OCX)K and the giving up to the 
public the ancient' hereditary revenues of the Crown, origi- 
nated from the throne, and was proposed to this House ia 
the usual mode, by Mr. Legge, then chancellor of the ex- 
chequer. Parliament adopted the proposition, and it was ac- 
cepted with gratitude by the King. The ministers of that 
time declared to this House the King's entire satisfaAion ; 
and that his Majesty sirauld be happy to be delivered from 
the disagreeable necessity of ever applying to Parliament, 
like his predecessors, to make good die deficiencies of the 
civil list. It was admitted, that the allowances were compe- 
tent, ample, most fully adequate to the. wants, and even to 
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.the splendour of the Crown* Parh'ament granted all the Sou 
vereigQ asked^ and made the grant in the very mode pro* 
posed by tlie minister. The civil list a£l expressly declares 
in the preamble, that 8oo,oooL wns a certain competent re^ 
venue for defraying the expences of his Majesty's civil go- 
vemmenty and supporting the dignity of the Crown of Great 
Briuln. The nation thought themselves assured .of not 
paying more than 8oo,oool. per annum to the civil list, 
^nd gave that sum cheerfully for the trappings of royalty* 
In the speech at the close of that session, our gracious young 
Monarch told us from the throne, *'*• that he could not suffi- 
ciently thank us," and that *' he thought , himself much 
obliged to us, for what more immediately concerned himself."' 
By this bargain. Sir, with the public, it was generally un- 
derstood, and indeed admitted at that tinie^ that his Majesty 
would be a gainer of near 7000L per unnum. The noble 
lord with the blue ribbon has unfairly drawn his calculations^ 
from only the last eight years of the. late King's reign* He 
ought to have taken the whole of that reign together. In 
some years, the civil list was very deficient ; in odicrs, it 
greatly exceeded the sum of 8,oo,OCX}l. - - As this is peculiarly 
a day of dry, calculation, I will observe, that from the ac- 
counts delivered in to Parliament, it appeared, that in the 
.thirty-three year* of George the Second's reign, from Mid- 
sumn^er 1727, to Midsummer 1760, the civil list produced 
only 26,182,9811.; whereas, 8oo,oool. for thirty-three years, 
limounts to 26,400,000!. $ so chat there is a deficiency of 
217,0191. : the gain, therefore, on a net revenue of 8oo,oool. 
is«on an average, above 6576I. a-year. The sum of 8oo,oool. 
was. at that time thought abundantly sufficient to support the 
splendour of the Crown, and the Majesty of this great peo- 
ple. His Majesty has received besides, 172,6051. the arreais 
of the late King's civil list, ioo,oool. on account of Somer- 
set-house, and an additional grant of 513,5111. in the year 
1769, to discharge all incumbrances. I'he death of the 
Princess Dowager of Wales, was a saving of 6o,opol. a- 
year, and the Duke of York of i2,oooL a-year. Yet, Sir, 
we are toki of another debt of* 61 8,340!. and called upon 
to pay that likewise, notwithstanding the former harpin 
with the public. The very propos;d implies another viola- 
. tion of public fiaith. Sir, 1 will venture to say, if we are 
indeed just trustees for the people, if we conscientiously refledl 
that their wealth is entrusted to our care, that we are the 
guardjam of the public purse, we ow^\ <o ^to^ this growing 
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evil, and to reprobate the idea of suffering their money to 
be thc^ squandered, as well as the country drained by a va- 
riety of taxes to supply a profusion^ which aiises from a 
viofiatioii of a solemn compa£t wirh the nation, and renders 
the limitation of the expcnces of the Crown by Parliament 
the most vague 'and absurd of all propositions. The power 
of control of the expences of the Crown is the very being 
and life of Parliament. Are the accounts on our table proon 
of our boasted economy ? and is meanness thus nearly allied 
to prodigality ? 

There is at present, Sir, a peculiar cruelty in thus endea- 
vouring to fleece the people, when we are involved in a mo^t 
expensive, as well as unnatural and ruinous civil war, and 
burdened with an enormous load of national debt, the in- 
terest of which even we are s^hrely able to stand under. 
Is there no feeling for the sufierings of this impoverished 
country ? Are the people really nothing in the scale of go- 
vernment ? The principal of the national debt is stated to 
us at Midsummer 1775, to amount to the astonishing sum 
of I35»943905il., and the interest to 4,440,821!. , Is this the 
time, Sir, that a minister can with an unembarrassed coun- 
tenance come to Parliament to lay additional toads on an 
exhausted nation, and to ask more of the people's money ? 
When the greatest sources of our commerce and wealth are 
destroyed by his folly and wickedness ; when we have already 
spent m this unjust war above nineteen millions, when above 
half our empire is lost; and those American friends, who have 
assisted us so frequently and so powerfully, are forced by our 
injustice to l)ecome determined enemies, and for their own 
sarfety to endeavour our humiliation ? Are we at such a 
moment as this to talk of the greatness of tlie Crown, 
shorn of half its beams, when we have lost more than we 
have retained of this divided empire ; when new taxes, and 
additional burdens on the people, are the sole obje£ls of 
government ? Is the civil list to increase in proportion to 
the loss of all those resources of trade and riclies, by which 
it is fed and nourished ? Is the nature of the civil list 
in the body, politic analogous to what Lord Bacon says 
of the spleen, that it increases in proponion to the waste, 
decay, and rapid consumption of the other parts of the human 
body? 

Sir, we ought to look back to what former Princes and 
Parliaments have done. I will take the considtTatio« only 
from the glorious srra of the Revolution, and I will stare ic 
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70 PARLIAMENTARY A.nm^ 

fairly and fidl^. The civil list was not granted to King 
tVilUam for life tiQ the vear 1698, when 700,000!. a year 
was settled on him. Tne distradions of his government^ 
and of all Europe at that period, are well known. Hi& 
xnost generous views for the public were thwarted at home 
durine the greater part of his reign by tlie Tories, as the 
friend of liberty are now harassed by them in Aiberica, 
according to the spirited letters of General Washington to 
&e Congress. Queen Anne had die same revenue {setded 
upon her. She gave yearly ioo,oool. towards carrying on 
the war, a war against France, besides 200,ooq1. at least 
towards the building of Blenbeim*-Hou$e, and above 
lOOjOOol. for the support of the poor Palatines. We ' 
have a resolution of this House, Sir, on a report froiia a 
committee, which states this very fully. It is on the 
Journals of May 13, 17159 and in the following, wordsp 
** Rcjolved, that the sum of 700,0001. per annum was-8et>r 
tied upon his late Majesty King William during his life^ 
for the support of his Majesty's household, and odier his 
necessary occasions ; and, at the time of his Majesty's de- 
mise, after the dedu£lion of 3700!. a week, that was ap^ 
plied to the public uses, was the produce of the civil list re- 
venues, that were continued and settled upon her late Ma^ 
jesty Queen Anne, during her life." The deduSion for 
public services of 3700I. a week, or 192,4001. a year,, 
from that part of the civil list revenue called the heredi- 
tary and temporary excise, was first made in the last year 
of Kin? William. Notwithstanding this dedu£lion, the civil 
li$t funds produced in that very year 709,4201. In the first 
of Queen Anne the same funds, with the same de^nfUons, 
were sctded on her for her lifc^ and declared to be for raising; 
700,0001, a year for the support of her household, and the 
dignity of her government. In the 9th of her reign the old 
Post-office a£k wa^ repealed, and a new General rost-ofice 
with higher rates was established, in consideration of which 
another deduftion was made from the civil list revenue of 
700I. a week, or 36,4001 a year. Both thes^ dedu£lions 
nave ever since been continued. 

George I, had the same rev enue setded upon him as Queen 
Anne, but if 300,0001. paid him by the Royal Exchange 
and London Assurance Companies, and a miUion granted 
in 1726 towards paying his debts, are included, his mcome 
will appear to have been nearly 8oo,oool. per annum* In th^ 
first speech to )ii3 Farliaipent he ^too]L pot^pe, ^* that it wa$ 
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his happiness to see a Prince of Wales, who may, in due time, 
«u€ceed -to the throne, and to see him blessed with many 
children f^ vet the establishment of the civil list at the be-- 

finning of tnat reign was •only setded at yoo^oool. a year, 
t was not till after the great expences consequent on the re«* 
bdlion of the Earl of Mar, and the other perjured Scots, 
who, although they had taken die oaths to his government, 
traiterously waged « open and impious war against a mild and 
just Sovereign, diat the Parliament paid the King's debts. 
in the reign of George L the Prince of Wales bad an esta- 
Usshment of lOOjOOfS. per afimtm. 

George IL had a very numerous family, and 8oo,oooL 
<was at nrst settled upon him, with whatever surplus might 
arise from the duties and allowances composing the civil list 
revenue. In 1726 that part of tlK hereditary and temporary 
excise, which consisted of duties on spirituous liquors, was 
-taken from the civil list, in consideration of which 70,000!. 
was transferred to it from the aggregate fund. The income 
of George II. including 115,000!. granted in 1729, and 
456,73^1. in 1747, towards making good the deficiencies 
which had arisen m tl>e civil list duties, was 810,749!. per 



for 33 years. His late Majesty likewise had in his 
rei|;n a Scottish rebellion, carried on by many of the same 
traitors who had been pardoned by his father. The ex« 
pence of that rebellion to the King and kingdom was enor- 
mous ; for it was not confined to the extremities of the island, 
hut raged in tlie Iteart of the kingdom, and the rebels ad- 
"vanced to within a hundred miles of the cnpital. Such an 
'«veht,'Sir, not unforeseen, because foretoU, was a just ground 
'for (be Parliament's discharging a debt contradled by securing 
^o us every thing dear to men and Englishmen. 

The establishment of the present King, at the yearly 
-rent^harge to the nation of 8oo,oool., was a measure at the 
rime equally pleasing lx)th to the Prince and people. The 
minister boasted that there was not a possibility of any future 
dispute about the hereditary revenues, or concerning accounts 
suspeded to he false, wilfully erroucous, or deceitful, kept 
hack, or anticipated, to serve a particular purpose. I am 
aware, Sir, that the civil list revenues have been increasing 
for many years. The mean annual produce for the last five 
years of George IL was 829,1501., and for the first six years 
of his present Majesty it woulclhave been, had the estal)li$h- 
ment in the late reign continued, 894,000!. In 1775 it 
vvould have been I|ai9>450l- Near 90,000!. per annum o£ 
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this great increase has been produced . by an increase in the 
Post-office revenue, occasioned chiefly by the late altesatioa 
in the manner of franking, and by: (be falling of the cross- 
posts to the pnbh'c by the death of Mr. Alien ; but these 
profits would probably, at least certainly ought to have been 
reserved to the public, had the establishment in the late 
reign been continued. , At the foot of one of the accounts 
on our table it is stated, " the amount of 8oo,oool. granted 
t& his Majesty from tlie 2jth of 0£bber 1760, to the 5th of 
January i777> is I29965,5i7l. 4s. o|d. The produce as 
above exceeds the annuity t^ 2,381,2411. 9s. i|d« Bu^ 
Parliament granted to pay o^ the civil, list debt, onthe^^th 
of January 1769, out or the supplies for the year 1769, 
513,51 ij. which being dedu£ted, shews the gain to the public 
to be i867,73ol« 98. i|d." The bargain conclude^ tor die 
public was of an annuity to the King of a clear 8oo,0001f 
subjedl to no deductions or contingencies, for his life^on a 
solemn promise of that being made to bear all the expences 
of the civii list, and .the royal household. . It was a fair 
compact of finance between the King, and the subject, rati- 
fied by both parties. The most explicit assurances, were 
given oy the chancellor of the exchequer, > in the King'3 
name, that no more should be asked, and that iu>w hk 
Majesty could never be under the disagreeable necessity of 
importuning this House with messages ofpublic concern.. 

I . have, oir, carefully examined the accounts laid before 
this House by his Majeaty's command, the eight folio books 
and the other papers, and I will venture to say they are as 
loose, unsatisfactory, perplexed and unintelligible, as those dcr 
livered in by the noble lord with the blue ribbon in 1770, a 

J rear after the former demand to pay the debts on tlie civ^ 
ist, and more loose, unsatisfactory, perplexed and unintelli- 
gible no accounts can be. Their defectiveness and fallacy is 
highly culpable. The coming to Parliament with such a 
demand, but without any account whatever, was an insult 
to this House, and the laying before us such accounts as tbos^ 
on the table is a solemn mockery. Many gentlemen in the 
House declared last week their opinion, that after the stritS- 
est examination, they could make nothing of tho^e former 
accounts. It was nor intended they should. One particular 
only fixed my attention .as an individual. Under the head 
of secret and special services, I find that between OCtober 
J 762, and October 1763, a most memorable year, there 
nvas issued to ^amyel M^rtiD) Esc^ ^i,oqo\« . Wc.Kavc yy- 
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deed. Sir, had a week allowed to go through these acconnts, 
bat 1 will venture to affirm, that a year would not be suffi- 
cient to clear them from their studied perplexity, to give 
order and light to such a chaos. The most able accomptants 
do not pr<!tend to understand them. They would puzzle a 
Demoivre. Egyptian darkness hangs over the whole. There 
is not one friendly ray of light to lead us through this la*- 
byrinth. 

No account, Sir, whatever, is given Parliament of the 
other considerable revenues of the crown, b&iidtrs the annuity 
of 8cx>,oool. I do not mean the income of the Electorate cS 
Hanover, or Bishopiic of Osnaburg, but what his Majesty 
enjoys as King of England. That is a fair consideration 
with us, when the House are providing for the support of 
the lustre of the Crown, which I fear is at present a little 
tarnished. The extraordinary revenues of the Crown are» 
the revenues of Ireland, the Duchy of Cornwall, the land 
revenue within the Principality of Wales, the revenue of 
Gibraltar, American quit-rents, now generally lost, irrc* 
deemably lost, the Plantation duties ot 4II. per cent, from 
the Leeward Islands, fines, forfeitures, and many other par- 
ticulars, which certainly carry the royal income to much 
above one million a year. We may form some guesses from 
tbejmnts we find made. From the revenue of the Duchy 
of Cornwall it appears that 17,0001. issued to Mr. Bradshaw 
in one year, and ii,oool. in another. From the 4}!.^ 
€eru. in 1769, for his Majesty's special service, 14,7421. to 
Sir Grey Cooper. In 1771 John Robinson, Esq. received 
iO,OOoL of the Virginia quit-rents, the last payment I be- 
lieve of that nature. Sir Grey Cooper in 1769 received 
.2i44Lfrom the revenue of Gibraltar; and in 1765, 13,8041 
were issued thence for special service. Such copious streams 
must flow from rich and abundant fountains. The Planta* 
tion duties of 4^1. ^r cent, produced in 1753, 27,377!. fines 
and forfeitures arc a very considerable addition to the royal 
revenue. I was plundered in one year of lOOoL in two fines^ 
one of 500I. for a pretended libel, and another of the same 
sum, because I had a laughable poem locked up in my bureau, 
which administration hired a rascal of a seivaut to steal, and 
then contrived to have publislied. 

The business of this day. Sir, is naturally branched out 
into two parts, which claim our attention. His Majesty's 
message points out both of them to us. The first is the ouc- 
/iianding debts, the secpnd the increase of the establishment 
pf. thf civil list. Before 
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Before we proceed, Sir, to take into consideration the pay-^ 
mcnt of the King's debts, we ought to know in what man- 
ner they have been contradled. The King has enjoyed the 
greatest unappropriated revenue of any Prince in Europe, and 
the expences of the whofe Royal Family have never exceeded 
i6o,oool. a year. A committee should be appointed for 
hadi the purposes mentioned, and papers very different from 
those before us, ought to be submitted to Parliament. It k 
impossible for us now even to guess from these accounts, in 
what way so enormous a debt as 618,340). has been contra£ted, 
and that there should remain in cash in the exchequer on the 
5th of January last, only 35,6401. The Queen has indeed 
50,0001. a year regularly paid; but the expence of the 
Prince of Wales and the Bishop of Osnaburg, is charged 
from 1769 to 1777, only 42,24^1. Prince William Hennr 
and Prince Edward, for the same period, 5,0171. The King's 
message. Sir, leads us to consider the state of the Royal Fa- 
mily. His Majesty has two brothers, universally beloved by 
the nation. I find no trace of any debts contradted by the 
Crown on their account ; no princely grants to either of the 
King's own brothers. As. an Englishman, I regret the scan- 
tiness of their incomes. The Duke of Gloucester seems 
doomed to pass his life abroad; and ^ it i^ cerutnly neither 
from choice, nor from the ill state of his health. The Duke 
of Cumberland is happier, and lives in England. He pos- 
sesses all the virtues, and supports with dignity the rank of a 
private, benevolent, amiable nobleman. His income is by 
•no means adequate to the splendour of a Prince of th& 
bloody of a Prince of the blood so near to the King as his 
Majesty's own brother. How then. Sir, has this enormous 
dfcbt been contra£lcd ? No outward magnificence has dazt> 
«led our eyes ; no internal domestic promsion has been im^ 
puted to the lord steward of the household, who almost 
alone has continued in office this whole reign. We liave 
scarcely the appearance of a court, even in the capital, 
•Former Kings, with very inferior revenues, were generous 
and splendid, their courts pompous and brilKant, His Ma- 
jesty's i-esidence at Windsor the last summer did not quite re- 
'vive all the ideas of the magnificence, and even hospitality 
of the Plantagenets, nor sully the glories of our Henries 
and Edwards. No stately buildings, or proud palaces, no 
■ imperial works, and worthy Kings, have excited,our wonder, 
or caUed foreigners from the continent to our island to ad- 
m/ne oar taste and magnificence. - Au \voxio\3lt^\( ^^tdtm^tv^ 
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Sir» telk us of the King's houses. The former King;s of 
England, Sir, lived in palaces, not in houses. His Majesty 
has not yet had a j$cottish rcbeilion to quell. I'he royal 
xevenues have not been expended against the Scots, but sur- 
rendered up to them, an idea little suspected by the people 
of England, when they gave at first with such a liberal and 
even prodigal hand. How then, Sir, has this debt been 
contradled? There are nooutwaixl and visible si^s of gran- 
deur and expence. 1 will tell the House what is said with- 
out doors, what the nation generally suspe&s, and therefore 
it beconoes our duty to investigate. The nation. Sir, sus- 
-pedU that the majorities in Parliament are bouglu by thest!; 
very grants ; that in one instance we attend to the evangeli- 
cal, precept, give, audit shall be given wito you^ and that the 
Crown lias made a purchase of this House wid\ the money 
of the people. Hence the ready, tame, and servile com- 
pliance to every royal edidl issued by the minister. 
Inward corruption is the canker which gnaws tlie vitals 
of Parliament. It is almost universally believed, Sir, tlia: 
the debt has been contracted in corrupting the represen- 
tatives of the people, and that this public plunder has beea 
divided among the majority of this House, which is allowed 
to be the most corrupt assembly in Europe, while the honest 
and (air creditors of the Crown have been rcduci^d to the 
greatest distress. Compassion for them is only made the pre- 
text of the piesent message. This, Sir, is a fit objc6l of par- 
liamentary inquiry. 

The ala)-m was spread through the country. The charge 
is taken up by almost every independent man in the kingdom. 
It is asked, did the last parliamentary grant of 513,5111. 
so lately as 1769, to pay the King's debrs, give satistadion 
to the honest tradesmen and inferior dependents of the Crown^ 
or was it diverted another way ? The majority of this House, 
jSir, ought not to lie under this suspicion, nor will they, if 
they are innocent. They ought likewise to vindicate the 
honour of our Sovereign from the foul suspicions which are 

Sne abroad. A heavier accusation can scarcely be brought, 
r- Locke, Sir, in the chapter On die Dissolution of Go- 
vernment, says, " He (the supreme executor) ads contrary 
to his trust, when he either employs the force, treasure, and 
o£Bces of the society, to corrupt the representatives, and gain 
(hem to his puri>oses, or openly pre-engages the clcflois, and 
prescribes to their choice, such, whom he has by solicitations, 
threats, promises, or otherwise won to his designs ; and em- 
ploys them to bring in such, who have promised before-hand 

what 
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what to vote, and what to enadi:.** What, Sir, was the case 
of Hine's patent place in the colie£lion of the customs at Ex* 
eter, publicly sold, and the money given, not to a needy 
public, but to General Burgoyne, to reimburse him the ex* 
pences of the Preston eledkion, and the subsequent proseccK- 
tion and fine of loool. by a court of lawj for the outrages 
committed in Lancashire against the sacred rights of eledlion i 
That instance alone merited an impeachment from Parliament 
against the profligate minister of that day. 

If there is, Sir, a spark of virtue left among us, we can*. 
TK>t sit down contented with such loose general accounts, that 
secret and special service, the privy purse, treasurer of the 
chamber, the cofferer of the household, royal bounties, pen- 
sions and annuities, should swallow up almost the whole civil 
list. There is a general charge of pensions to the amount 
of above 43S,oool. The pension list is the great grievance* 
From 1769 to 1777, there is a single line of 171,0001. se- 
cret and special service issued to Sir Grey Cooper. Inr the 
same period, under the same article, 1 14,000!. to John Ro- 
Unson, Esq. exclusive of enormous sums on the same heads 
to the secretaries of state, and the secretary of the Post- 
office, generally in one short, single line. When we know. 
Sir, what prosecutions have been carried on^ an article df 
6o,OOOl. in one year, as law charges, ought to alarm us 110 
less for the liberty of the press, than the private property 
of individuals by unfounded claims of the Crown. Under 
the head of contingencies of divers natures, we arc lost and 
bewildered in a rambling account, of which it is impossible 
to puess the least particular. We find Messieurs ^Amyaftd 
and Siebel receive 38,692!. to pay bills of exchange : and in 
another line, Thomas Prat, Esq. 8139I. to pay another 
bill of exchange. For what purpose ? Such accounts, Sir, 
are only calculated for such a servile Parliament. Pensions^ 
annuities, and royal bounties, shall with much caution be 
touched by mc, even in this House. One word only of lite- 
rary patronage, as it seems to be a fkvourite subjedl. We are 
Sir, hourly told, that genius and learning are now fostered 
by the propitious beams of royal favour, and all the polite 
arts encouraged and patronized. I shall just mention a speci- 
men of the choice made of literary pensioners, with a slight 
animadversion on the apparent absurdity of four literary 
pensions. The two famous DoiStors Shebbeare and Johnson, 
are pensioners. The piety of our Sovereign to the. memory 
of hisgrandfAtbeff as well as gnuv\i4^ vo \i\^iof our glori- 
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ous Deliverer, should surely, Sir, have prevented the namcis 
of these two Do(5lors from disgracing a civil list, which both 
of them had repeatedly and publicly declared <he King's fa« 
mily had no right to, but they considered as a flagrant usurpa- 
tion. These two Do^rs have in their writings treated the 
late King, and King William, with the utmost virulence and 
scnrrility, and they are the known pensioned advocates of des- 
potism. The two other instances are ridiculous enough ! 
David Hume ^as pensioned in this pious reign for attacking 
the Christian religion ; and Dr. Beattie for answering him. 
lo this manner is the public treasure lavished ; but these [ 
own arc mean objeSs, and of trifling concern. The great 
mass of the debt remains unaccounted for, and is suspected 
«o be contrafted for the most criminal purposes. It is ne- 
cessary to satisfy the people that the inquiry should be made ; 
and therefore I hope the House will inscrudl the committee to 
that purpose. 

Let me now. Sir, suppose, that Pailiament acquiesces 
with the present claim, what cheerful ray of future hope 
have we to comfort us diat future demands will not succeed ? 
Will this be the last court job, even of the present minister ? 
No assurances whatever are given, not a hint of economy, 
or frugal management, or the least care of the public treasure 
in future. Surely such a mode of proceeding is highly un- 
becoming, indecent, and contemptuous. May I, Sir, pass 
the invidious straits of Calais, and consider the state of 
the neighbouring monarchy with rcspedl to the King's Iiouse- 
hold and debts ? By two new edifis for the regulation of the 
King's household expenccs, of pensions, and royal bounties, 
all arrears are to be discharged within six years, and a fixed 
resolution is declared pour concilier avec une sage economic les di^ 
ptnses que i*eciat de sa couronne pent exiger, troin the first of 
last January all future expences whatever respefling the house- 
hold are to he paid in the course of the current year. The 
very first article is, ^ I'annee revolue de toures les depenses 
de lamaison due Roi^ tant par entreprises que par fournitures, 
€er a I'avenir payee comptant au tre^r royal, dans le cou- 
rant de I'annee suivante, a raison d'un douzieme par mois.' 
•Would to God, Sir, such a spirit of justice and reformation 
crossed the channel to this capital ! We alas ! have not a 
fleam of hope of any reformation. The French King, Sir, 
has likewise two bromers, Monsieur and the Count d'Artois. 
.They have found in their Sovereign an aflfeiSlionate and gene- 
rous brother, not a gloomy tyrant, like rLouis the Xhl « 
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They are a united and happy family* What the King lias 
given them in important grants, and en apanage^ as it iscalled, 
enables them to support with edat their high rank* Tbc 
new regulations of the French King's iKmsehold expences and 
debts are founded injustice, and are no extraordinary, burden 
on the people. The first Prince of the Hanover line observed 
the same condud ; for the message of George I. to this Hoitte^ 
of July II, 172 1, is, that « being resolved to cause a re- 
trenchment to be made of his civil list expences ibr the fu- 
ture, and finding that such a retrenchment cannot well be e&» 
Jefled without discharging the present arrears, his Majesty 
has ordered the accounts thereof to be laid before the House, 
and hc^es he may be empowered to raise ready money for 
that purpose, on the civil list revenues ; which, to avoid the 
laying any new burden on his people, his Majesty proposes^ 
shall be replaced to the civil list, and reimbursed by a de-> 
du£lion to be made out of the salaries and wages of all offices, 
and die pensions, and other payments, from the Crown." — 
The prostitute Parliament of 1769 gave the money out of 
the current expences of the year^ without a line of any 
account. 

When we are repeatedly told. Sir, of the present s|dendoar 
of the British diadem, of the extent of our empire, and 
the greatness of the Sovereign, I own the diminished rays 
of the Crown occur to my painful imagination. It brings to 
ihy recolletStion what was said of Philip the Fourth of Spain, 
when Louis XIV. was talcing all the towns, one after ano- 
dier,. in the Netherlands, '* Sa grandeur est comme celle des 
fosses, a proportion des terres, qu'on leur ote/^ 

The noble lord near me [Lord John Cavendish], has said 
that he wished a stri£t review of the whole establi»iment of 
the Crown, as to the civil list. I perfectly approve the idea. 
Almost the whole requires a new regulation. I think the 
judges in particular ought not to be paid out of the civil list, 
but by the public. They cannot be now displaced, but they 
may be starved by the Crown. The spirit of their indepen^ 
dence ought to extend^ as well to their salaries as to dieir com* 
ipissions. I observe. Sir, in the civil list accounts on the 
table, an article^ *^ Lord Howe and Sir William Howe, com- 
missioners for restoring peace in America iooL.pcr week cach^ 
arrears 1742L'* The noble lord with the Iriue ribbon has 
just called them ambassadorSt Hai^ we then already acknow^ 
ledged the.united odonies of America as a sovereign state^ 
like the united provinces of Hdlaod I If wt have not, the 

event 
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event most liappen. The peaceful mode adopted by the two 
i>rother8y according to my calculation, will not soon restore 
peace in America, but it will possibly be the period of the 
Trdan war, ten years at least, so that we may compliment 
the Howe fisimily with above icx>,oool. free gift, at the rate 
Off lOOU per week each brother, besides settled pay, as officers. 
Bttt« Sir, what conneAion has such an article as this with the 
civil list, with his Majesty's household ? 

Let us not now, Sir, nshly proceed in the iniquitous me- 
thod of deciding on these two important questions, the ex- 
penditure, and the increase of the civil list, without hearing 
the evidence, or hearing it only in part. We have not suf- 
ficient data to proceed. By such injustice we lost America. 
We proscribed the inhabitants of Boston without hearing 
them, sind in the same manner adopted coercive and sangui- 
nary measures against the other colonies. - Let us nor now 
advance a single step but with caution, with fear, and tremb- 
ling. We are asked to furnish the ministers witii weapon*;, 
which may be employed to our own destruifiion, against the 
liberties of our country. An increased undue influence must 
necessarily be created, and the over-grown power of the 
Crown enlarged. Tliey only want what are called tiie sinews 
of war. The doftriiie is now avowed of the legality of in* 
troducing foreign troops into the British dominions. Th6 
minister has the power of the purse, and therefore of the 
sword. How many nations have totally lost their liberties by 
internal coiTuption, and by mercenary armies ? There is an 
afiefted false alarm about faction and civil discord, but it is 
well known that civil dissentions have often been even favour- 
able to freedom. Montesquieu observes of England, <* On 
toit la liberte sortir sans cesses des feux de la xliscorde et de la 
sedition, Ic Prince toujours chancelant sur un trone ine« 
branlable." 

I desire, Sir^ to submit to tlie noble lord near me [Lord 
John Cavendish] whetlier, in point of form and precedciu, 
instead of discharging the order for referring the Kling^s 
message to the committee of supply, which his lordship has 
moved, it would not be more proper to instru<% the corn* 
mittee on the two important poiuts of the message, the pay- 
ing his Majesty's debts, and the addition to the standing re- 
venue of the Crown. If his lordship and the House adopt 
that mode, I shall then move, " that it be an instruction to 
the said committee, that, before they proceed to consider of 
his Majesty's most gracious message, they do consider of 
Che^causes of tlie debt due on account of the civil list, and 

likewise 
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likewise what further provision may be necessary to support 
the splendour and dignity ot the Crown or Great Britaio." 

Mr. Byng. If I ain under the necessity of continuing to 
confess my inability to umlerstand die accounts, still more da 
I feel myself at a loss to coinpreheud the arguments of the 
noble lord ; who has asserted^ that upon the face of the ac- . 
count there is a diminution of ioo,ocx>L in the expences of 
the last eight years ; and yet lie concluc|es with a demand of 
ioa,oooL more ; that the expences have gradually diminished, 
yet the demand increases with the diminution vof expence» 
and the future revenue is to rise beyond the average of the 
last eight years. The medium is under eighty, but the de* 
mand is one huhdred thousand pounds a year ; the noble 
lord claiming a merit at the same time of a redu&ioti 
within the four last years, even to that average, and con-^ 
£essing they might still be retrenched. No benefit is to arise 
to the public from the savings, as if the possibility of saving 
was the argument for an enlarged revenue. 

Sir, this awakens my suspicions more particularly, when I 
observe the exceeding pf one hundred and one thousaqd 
pounds in the article of secret service money, and the pensions 
having risen from I92,CX)01. to 269,000!* I speak of those 
only paid by the secretary of the treasury ; which articles I 
wish striflly to examine ; by no means repining at the fair, 
open, and visible expqnces of the Crown ; and when the 
noble lord tells us, diat there are more tables kept at St» 
James's^ I will freely answer him, I wish there were more 
stil]> as we are all equally interested in the support of tlie dig- 
nity and grandeur of die Crown» Nor do I mean to arraign 
all secret service money, nor all pensions. A commander in 
chief must procure intelligence by money ; there is a necessity 
for allowing it to a secretary of state ; but in the hands of a 
secretary of the treasury it is .truly dangerous. Pensions to 
individuals, in reward for services performed, confer equal 
credit on the donor and receiver ; but pensions paid by a se- 
cretary of the treasury to we know not whom, and we know 
not for what, threatens the constitution, and ought to alarm 
this House. But to talk of accounts is become truly ridicu- 
lous. You addressed for the proper officers to lay the ac* 
counts before you ; and what was the answer ? Sir, I wiU 
read you from the Journals, a memorandum at the bottom of 
Chc main Account. 

^* The deputy auditor of the exchequer having repeatedly 
Jiechrcd. the impos^^ibility of making out an. account of the 
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civil list expences, wliich incurred and became due at that 
office for above eight years ; therefore the lords of the trea- 
sury diredled that the same should be made out in the best 
manner possible from the entries in the treasury books. 

" The treasurer of the chamber, having informed their 
lordships, that from want of materials in his oflBce, no ac- 
count can be made up of the charge during the same time, 
the above charge inserted in this account, is therefore the 
dmount of the several sums craved by the then treasurers of 
the chamber for those years, and which were a£tually paid 
upon their memorials to the treasury. 

" The master of the horse not having any accounts in his 
office, to enable him to make out the charge tliere, the same 
harh been done in respeft to the expence of that office, as in 
that of the treasurer of the chamber. The other charges are 
taken from the accounts transmitted to the treasury from the 
several other offices above-mentioned. 

** As ir is impo^ible to make an annual account from the 
l^t of January to the 31st of January, therefore this account is 
made for eight compleal years, commencing the ist of Ja- 
nuary, 1 76 1." 

You may by this see the effefls of your application. All 
itcU you of the impossibility to give you an account, for all 
Sire equally unable or unwilling to give you a full, fair, and 
satis&Aory account. The treasury call on them likewise, 
but for once call in vain, and then that treasury that has ex- 
pended the secret service money, that has paid the secret pen- 
sionSy gives you such accounts as best suits their pleasure ; 
then can there be. Sir, a wonder that the accounts are deemed 
by all unintelligible ? 

Lord North rose in reply to the two honourable gentlemen 
who spoke last. He contradifled several of the rails, and 
controverted several of the dedu£lions drawn and stated by 
each of them. He contended from the premises he laid 
down, that the late King's revenue, including the 450,000!. 
j^ntedby Parliament to h«n in 1747, exceeded the average 
income received by his present Majesty, since his accession, 
even taking in the c 13,000!. given by Parliament in 1769; 
and if the increased value of the necessaries and luxuries of 
life, and other domestic circumstances, were taken into the 
account, he insisted that 900,000!. a year, at present, was 
not equal to 8oo,ocol. .about the year 1742 or 1743, tlie pe- 
riod at which the average expenditure of George the Second 
should be struck. He saw several gentlemen present, who 
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remeniber haw much more valuable mortey was thrrty-fivc 
years *aga thaa now ; and he trusted to their candour, and 
tha( of every gendeiuan who heard him, to form an equita-^ 
ble estimate in his own mind> of what would be a propor* 
tioiiate augmentation to die increase of expenditure, arising 
from an increase of the necessaries of life. His lordship- 
presumed, that the honourable gentleman [Mr. Wilkes J^ 
' when be supposed that the majorities in that House were cre- 
ated by the iticreased influence of the Crown, did not meaa 
fo conclude, that each individual who composed those major 
ritieis Avas bribed or influenced in the vote he gave. That,, 
he, would venture to say, was not the intention of the ho-^ 
nourabk gentleman : such a proposition maintained without 
reservCf would cut up by the roota all prerensions to free in- 
quiry, or condu£l arisiitg froi^ opinion. The honourable 
SQdedaan thoa£ht differently from him ; diere was no just 
mdanon for diarging die honourable gentleman with, be* 
uig influenced by improper motives. On the other hand, 
he, and those who thopght with him, might aft upon prin- 
ciple, and not, as the honourable gendeman termed it, be 
influenced by a temporary pension. As to the obje£tioi> 
urged ^o warmly ^^gainst the account relative to the disburse- 
nients in the office of die treasurer of the chamber, not 
being accompanied with vouchers in one period, nor even 
the sums specified during another period ;. that, he said, mi^hc 
be explained sa^isfadofily, by repeating a single fa6t, whicli 
was, that his predecessors in office had taken away all the 
papers, which contained the information now so eamesdy 
sought. So the case stood, particularly as to that of the 
master of the horse, and so in every odier instance, in.- 
every other account, as far as the objedlion could be fairly 
maintained or supported* On the whole, therefore, the 
charge of the accounts being defe£Uve^ murilated, or im- 
perfe6V, must fall to the ground. The treasury had taken 
all possible pains, and used all the industry in tlieir power, 
to- satisfy the Hpuse-^ They had ordered the books to be 
minutely examined, and the warrants to be compared witb 
the books. If some of the vouchers were mislaid, lost, or 
taken away, the treasury-board couU not be blamed. They 
looked for every neeessaiy document that seemed necessary 
to explain the account ; they produced such as they could 
obtain ; and if any were wanting, no blame lay ori the 
board ; for they had exerted themselves to procure a satis- 
fadcry account, and if they failed il^ any pardcular to af> 

fbiKl 
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ford that satisfa(9:ion they were so desirous of giving, they 
had faithfully discharged their duty ; for they had given the 
best account the nature of the expenditure, and the manner 
of keeping the accounts, would admit of. 

Mr. Burke was severe upon the noble lord who spoke last* 
He said, that the time of bringing in this demand was full of 
indecency and impropriety ; that when we were going to tax 
every gentleman's housq in England, even to the smallest do- 
mestic accdmmodatioifi, and to accumulate burthen upon bur* 
then, nothing but a confidence in the servility of the HousCf 
and an expetience in our carelessness with regard to all afFairSf 
could mak? the ministry desperate enough to tell us, 'tis ia 
such a time we had not provided sufficiently for the splendour 
of the Crown. That the main argument on which the de« 
mand stood, was the experience of the whole reign, that 
8oo,OOoL was not sufficient for the civil list expences. To 
this ground of argument he objedled ; because if it were once 
admitted, the propriety of every man's pra(Sice would be 
judged by the pra<Slice itself; a man's extravagance would 
become the measure of his supply, and because he had ac* 
tually spent a great deal, he ought in reason to be furnished 
with- a great deal to spend. That this would be to establish 
a principle .of public profusion, which could never cease to 
operate, whilst we had a shilling to spend* That it would 
even make it the interest of ministers to be prodigal, since 
their extravagance, instead of lessening their income, would 
be the certain means of increasing their estate. 

Having refuted this kind of argument ; taking for granted 
the very- pcMnt in question, which was, whether the ministers 
had managed well or ill ; whether they had incurred the debt 
properly or improperly, he said, that the only way of 
judging of this matter, was to proceed as wise men ought to 
do in all their private afiairs, viz. to try whether the objedl 
obtained was equal to the consideration paid. 

The objedl to be obtained was the royal dignity, the con- 
sideration paid was 8oo,OOOl. a year. The sum has been 
paid ; has the obje£l been attained r Is the court great, splen- 
did, and magnificent ? To know whether the royal dignity 
might have been attained for that sum, and to discover whe- 
ther, the not obtaining it was owing to the scantiness of the 
supply, and not to the mismanagement of what was given, it 
was proper to see how other Kings had maintained the royal 
dignity ; what their charge, and what their incomes were. 
Fbr this purpose, he took a comparative view of the income 
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sfile of living of his present M?jesty and King George the 
Second, and of King Willftim. That George the Second 
had a more extensive femily for a great part of his reign ; 
that his income was not larger, nor so large, as that of the* 
present King ; that he appeared in a more princely manner 
than the ministers suffered the present King to live. That 
King William had but 700,0001. a-year ; yet that all his ex- 
peaces were great and royal : and if it should be objedled, 
that-all means of living in splendour were cheaper in that age, 
he answered, first, by doubting the faft, and saying, that 
though some of the same articles might be cheaper, others 
were much dearer. Next, he said, that this argument of the 
price of things could serve no purpose in the present question,^ 
because King William not only did more, but paid more r 
that his charges in all articles, in which royal dignity properly 
consists, were higher than the correspondent arttclcB of the 
King's expences ; larger, not only in efiedi, but in account. 
That King William was censured for being expensive; he 
was so; but he was magnificent: he attained his ohjeStf 
which appeared in the number and stateliness of his buildings, 
his furniture, piftures, &c. &c. King George ^he Second 
tvas accused of parsimony, not wholly without reason ; but 
he attained his objed-j he was rich. His present Majesty, 
to whom no one imputes either extravagance or penury, is, 
by the mismanagement of his ministers, neither magnificent 
nor wealthy. That King Willianni's magnificence was use- 
ful to the public : it added to the splendour of the Crown 
and the dignitv of the nation ; and we have the monuments 
of it stilL ICing George the Second^s economy added 
170,0001. into his Majesty's civil list, at his accession. He 
dud more and better. King George the Second maintained 
^ year's war in Germany, against the whole power of France^ 
in a quarrel wholly British, at his own expence. He spent 
about a million sterling for. this nation ; and after all^ he died 
not poor, but left a large sum, besides a surplus of civil list 
cash, to his present Majesty. 

From all these circumstances he concluded, that die debt 
incurred could not be for the royal dignity, but in ways not 
fit to be avowed by ministry, and therefore very fit to be in- 
quired into by this House. He dwelt long upon the above 
heads ; on wnicb, and other topics, as well in answer to the 
ministerial arguments, as shewing the ill consequence of pay- 
ments of ail (kbts on die proof of their m^e existence. . - 

Right 
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Right Hon. G. Rice explained what had been mentioned 
by Lord North, relative to his predecessors in office taking 
the papers away, which were necessary to vouch the first four 
years of the accounts which came from the office of the trea- 
surer of the chamber. He said, the warrants from the trea- 
soryy with the accounts of sums issued, were vouchers suf- 
ficient to shew the faithful disposition of the money. That, 
allowing some of the articles in the account did not appear 
to well authenticated as could be wished, or that a saving 
might be made ; in either event, it would be proper to go 
' into the committee, because he believed no gentleman pre- 
sent would say, that the King's debts ought not to be paid : 
they were the debts of the public ; and no matter how they 
were incurred, they must be paid by tlie public ; and if the 
motion for discharging the order was intended to make wav 
for a committee of inquiry, that committee might be moved, 
after the committee of supply had come to the first resolu- 
tion, to discharge the (iebt already incurred. He affirmed, 

•from his own knowledge, and by every thing he conk] learn 
from others, that all possible frugality bad been practised in 
every branch of expenditure of the civil list revenue; but 
that some of them were, notwithstanding, on the increase, and 
were likelv to augment, instead of diminish ; and if to this 
were addea a numerous increasing family, several of whom, 
in a series of a few yeaF^ would call for separate establish- 

' mentt, be did not see how the House could, with any de- 
gree of consistency, or regard for the honour and dignity of 
die Crown, refuse the augmentation, which he understood 
it was the intention of the ministers to ask. The papers on 
the table already shewed, that the average expence of main- 

■ tainfog the household, and defraying the expcnces of the 
civil government, was, on an average, since tl>e present ac- 
cession, about 870,0001. a-year ; and that the amount of the 
duties relinquished by his Majesty at chat periot), was 
pretty nearly equal to the expenditure ; that probably those 
duties would still continue to increase ; so that takmg the 

: matter in either a retrosped view, or in its consequences, 
the nation, though the revenue should be augmented ioo,oool. 
would, on the whole, be found to be no k)ser. 

Mr. ^€lam spoke next. He very sincerely regretted our 

present situation^ but did not agree with the honourable gen- 

.. tleman [Mr. B.], that it was a sufficient reason against the 

. motion ; but, on the contrary, that rendering our Sovereign 

. .respeftablc, might prove a means of relieving us from tlwt 
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Situation, as it mast gjive an idea of the vigour an4 resources 
pf this country, which could not fail to have a tendency t6 
prevent hostile attempts upon the part of our enemies, snj 
strike the nunds of our revolted colonies with terror. And 
it niust therefore prove a salutary measure^ even in this mo- 
ment of distress, to discharge the arrears upon the civil list. 
, With regard to increasing the revenue, he took it for .gran^- 
^, that the only obje£l!on to it was, that by putting too much 
|>ower into the hands of the Crown, it might endanger the 
liberty of the subje^, and be prejudicial to our national 
happiness* 'That one great ingredient in the happiness of 
a nation, ^yas the re$peS it held as a nation. That it yielded 
to internal freedom alone, and that this latter blessing gained 
additional value, as the means of procuring the former. Th^t 
vin order to secure that respefl which rested upon national ii^ 
dependence, as its basis, no necessity should be created, th^t 
could make it desirable in any degree to barter that independ^ 
cnce for a temporary ease and advantage. That sqch nece^ 
sity had, in former times, suggested to Ctiarles the Second bis 
dangerous connexions with France, the ignominy and dis- 
grace of which might have been saved, had his ral'liameiit 
]been less rigidly parsimoni(Mis. That the eminent virtue of 
our present Monarch happily secured us from every siifih 
idea, so far as it depended upon his steady and earnest desire 
ID maintain our respe<9t ttii independence; but we could net 
always depend upon the minister who might have the imme* 
diate management pf affairs. To secure us, therefore,, against 
the machinations of wicked ministers, we should render the 
^private revenue of the Crowii equal to its necessities, Mr« 
Adam, when he said this, did not .mean to assert any thing' 
prejudicial to the honour of the present minister. That he had, 
lipon former occasions, animadverted upon the condufl of the 
noble lord: that they were public animadversions upon a 
public conduct, which he made, because he felt them jmt, 
and which he. would never hesitate, to, repeat, when simiUir 
circumstances should produce a similar condu(^ : but that 
his chara£ler appeared at .present in another point of view s 
^d he was convinced that the. noble iord was too much, a 
^ntlemaii, and too much an Englishman, to entertain smy 
idea prejudicial to die independence and respe& of this 
country: but that we were -not always to see the noble 
. lord in the place he now filled; and when another should 
come, without the same vinue and the same talents, we 
might see the disgraceful days of Charles the Second itnorad, 

and 
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and another Dunkirk sold to relieve the embarrassments of a 
scanty revenue. 

He next stated an opinion which he professed had at fint 
sight a paradoxical appearance, but he thought the paradox 
would vanish upon a state of the argument. It was» that in- 
creasing the revenue of the civil list would add security to the 

, liberty of the subjedt. That prerogative havine been done 
away at the Revoluclon, influence, it was now tnought, had 
taken its place, and was the disease which threatened our con- 
stitution. The way therefore to prevent the evils of influ- 
ence, was to keep it from adting, or allowing it to a£t in as 
few instances as possible. If we could prevent its operation 
in ten instances, by admitting it in one, we might by this 
means awaixi the blow, and perhaps destroy the disease that 
threatened our liberty. It was therefore better to give an 
adequate revenue to the Crown, than to suffer repeated appli- 
cations to Parliament for the payment of arrears ; which, by 
being repeated every two or three years, would make the im- 
ponance of the grant dwindle into the same insignificance 
that attended the common and most trivial operations of 
Parliament ; and that this day would cease to be, as it now 
was, a day of terror to the minister. He said, there was a 
great and marked distindlion to be attended to in this argu- 
ment, between the civil list or revenue of the Crown, and 
the revenue of Parliament. That distin£iions of this nature 
were essential to the existence of the constitution, as they 
steered us between the horrors of despotism on the one hand» 
and the evils of a republic on the other. That the first re- 
venue was subje<5t of calculation, and an adequate sum ought 
to be fixed, that applications for arrears might be avoided. 
That the other could not be matter of calculation, at any 
distant period of time, as it atered with the necessity of the 
times. Besides, it was that revenue which supported our fleet, 
inaintained our army, paid the interest of our national debt, 
the revenue upon which our liberty, dignity, and indepen- 
dence i-ested. That if any minister should dare to encourage 
an idea that could render that revenue independent of Parlia* 
xnent, no punishment could be too bad tor his crime. He 
theii shewed that this distinflion had been recognized at the 
Revolution, and entered into a history of the civil list trom 
that period downwards, to prove that to agree with the .mo- 
tion of the day, was to follow out the idea of the revolu- 
tionists : and concluded by saying, that if our national re- 

ipeft was to be preserved', and our mtemal freedom to be 
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rendered more secure by an addition to the revenue of thp 
Crown, we ought cheerfully to unite in a measure that would 
give comfort and dignity to a Prince so highly virtuous and 
respei^ble. 

Right Hon. 71 Townshend assured Mr. Adam, that he had 
too much respe£t for his person and his talents, to presume to 
treat his arguments with ridicule or with levity. He hoped, 
however, that his expressing his surprize at tlie novelty of the 
^U'guments would not be construed into disrespe^^ : and if, 
. upon his bare recital of them, the House should receive them 
the second time in the same. manner as they had done the hrit, 
he trusted that reception would not be attribute'd to any levity 
in the person who repeated them. He owned that his dull 
imagination would never have enabled him to conceive that a 
time when you were engaged in an dnormously expensive 
war, was the hour of all others the most proper to give away 
a large sum of public money ; or that such a condufl would 
impress yQur enemies with fear, and that such profusion 
would give them a higher opinion either of your strength or 
of your wisdom. 

He could not help arguing with the honourable gentleman, 
in his apprehensions of the increase of the influence of the 
Crown. He thought with him, that it threatened the anni- 
hilation t>f any balance or proportion between the difierent 
branches of the legislature. But he had always supposed that 
influence to arise from the great revenues and great emolur 
ments which were in the disposal of the Crown, tie there- 
fore imagined, that an increase of influence, rathqr than a d^ 
crease of it, was likely to be the consequence of an increase of. 
those revenues. He was so bigotted to these opinions, that he 
had found himself inclined to doubt, for once, the solidity of the 
reasoning of the honourable gentleman. He could not help 
thinking that his talents had a little failed him. He was at 
first at a loss to what cause he should attribute it, but reed* 
ledling the warm and enthusiastic terms in which the honour- 
able gentleman mentioned a lately deceased, learned, and in- 

S:nious author [Mr.. Hume] he could not help thinking th^t 
e gentleman was ambitious of being thought the boldest dis- 
ciple of that great master of paradox ; and nobody, indeed^ 
f ould justly deny him the honour to which he aspired. His 
arguments had the merit of being new and ingenious, but yet 
they did not seem likely to make any converts. Paradoxic^ 
ihey might be, but they did not equal or come near the extra- 
vagance of an assertion wl^cb be was sorry (o hear fall from 
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his honourable friend [Mr. Rice] who had spoken die last 
but one, " that the debts of the. Crown were the debts of the 
pubiic, and however incurred, must be paid by the public.*' If 
rhis dodirine were true, what had the House more to do, than 
to come at once to the vote? No one that walked the streets 
could doubt the existence of such 2t debt, and whether it was 
produced by necessity, or by the most scandalous profusion^ 
was an objcdl above their consideration. The ministers of 
the Crown had incurred the debt; the representatives of the 
people were under au obligation to pay it out of the purse of 
their constituents. He could not, however, persuade him- 
self that, upon recoHedlion, his honourable friend would con- 
tinue to sup{5ort tliat position : and indeed he thought he 
perceived by his countenance, that he wished to retrafl it; 
he therefore would dwell no longer upon so disagreeable a 
jiubje(5L 

He then proceeded to consider the motion itself as made bjr 
Lord John .Cavendish, which he said, would be found to lie 
the constant practice of the House on messages of this kind, 
except in the precedent of the year 1769, when the message 
was at once referred to the committee of supply. He thought 
there could be no suspicion of a want of respe£i for the Crown, 
in following the former precedents, which had an appearance 
more becoming Parliament, as they implied a desire to ex- 
amine into the causes of the debt. The mode proposed at pre- 
sent was to pay the debt, and increase the revenue without anj 
such investigation. That he dreaded the principle upon 
which we were going to increase the civil list more than the 
vote itself. For it was assumed, that the revenues applicable 
to the late King's civil list being improved, the King had a 
right to what was called an indemnification for what his Ma- 
jesty bad casually lost, by accepting of the annuity of 8cX),CXXdL 
Now he did not conceive that it could be supposed that those 
duties having been given upon a supposition that they would 
amount to 8oo,oool. a year, or thereabouts, the Crown had a 
right to die funher amount of them, let them increase ever 
so much. That this argument was still more extraordinary, 
when we considered that one of them, if not rnore, had been 
Increased by a£ls of Parliament subsequent to the civil list aS. 
The revenue he alluded to was that of the post-oflSce, which 
ivas improved by the restraining the privilege of franking. 
According to that principle, the people were to pay the Crown 
for the additional burthens -that has been laid upon them- 
^Ives. He was not sure that there bad not been mpre reitera- 
tions 
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ticnis in bthcir revtnu€s, which were formerly appropriated to 
the King's civil list : if there were, the same argument would 
apply to them. 

Another branch which had increased of late years» was the 

"Seizure of uncustomed goods. He was at a loss to know how 
to account for that increase* Smuggling, to he sure, is of late 
years much increased, to a very dangerous height : but as the 
public lose a great deal more by the customs being defrauded 
by the smuggler, than they get by the sei2wres, he could not 
tfiink it very just that'th^y should pay for that loss. 

This matter would have been easier to ascertain, if the ac- 
count of the. amount of the duties formerly applicable to the 
civil list, had not been made up in a very extraordinary man- 
ner : and what is more extraordinary, is, that pains must have 
been taken to make it tinintelli'gible. 

In the year 1726, those accounts were produced to shew the 
amount, and likewise the deficiencies of those duties ; every 
branch of revenue wiis thus stated separate, as it was received 
from the office of customs, excise, post-office, exchequer, &i. 
but rn the present instance, all those branches were lumped to- 
gether, and set down without distinftion in one column. The 
sums given by ditferent ads of Parliament, and which must 
always be the same in every year, were indeed separated into 
four columns^ by this means all investigation of the sepa- 
rate articles of the duties was carefully prevented : and if it 
ttas not for that purpose that the account was made up in 
this whimsical manner, it was not easy to assign the true 
Reason. ' 

He then observed up6n the applications to Parliament, on 
account of the civil list, in ihe reigns of Queen Anne, King 
George the First, and King George the Second.* 

As to Queen Anne, when it was considered that she had 
contributed ioo,ooOl. a year out of her civil list, to the ex- 

' pence of the war, as well as that the Parliament had diverted 

■ some of the civil list revenues to public services, it was unne- 
cessary to say bow just a claim that Princess had to the assist- 
ance of tlie public. 

In King George the First's time, it is sufficient to sajr, 
that after various endeavours of his Majesty to extricate him- 
self from the debts of the civil list, that purpose was accom- 
plished withotu any ^dditioflal burthens being laid upon the 
puUfc. Tire grants to the London Assurance and Royal Ex- 
change companies, raised 300,000!. The civil list bore the 

i^eight ofrht rest t>f its "O/^rn debt. 
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He was surprized to have heard ftiserted, that die debts of 
the civil list haid been paid by Parliament in the reign of Kinig 
George the Second. His late Majesty had, indeed two sumf 
granted him by Parliament, upon the account of the civil Kst; 
115,000!. in 1729, and 456,733!. in 1747. 

The first sum was grantee! upon account of flie arreart of 
the civil list revenues, and was to be replaced at his demise 
out of the out-standing arrears of those revenues, if those af- 
tears, together with the 115,00c!. should be more than suffi- 
cient to make up the produce of the said revenues, 8co,oo6l. 
a year for his Majesty's reign. That sum was accordingly re- 
placed to the public, at his Majesty's death, out of those *- 
rears. 

The second sum of 456,733!. was the deficiency of the civil 
list duties for the seven years preceding the year 1747. To 
this the King had a %xr\& legal right, by the civil list dSL 
passed the first year of his reign. 

In neither of these cases was the civil list debt laid before, 
the House. The King asked for no benevolence from his 
Parliament, but stridl justice. In fa£l, the .civil list was ia 
1747 in debt very near 200,000!. more than the sum voted hj 
Parliament; but for that his Majesty thought he had no 
claim upon his people. It is observable, that from that jte- 
riodto the resignation or dismission of the Duke of New- 
castle, the payments of the civil list were never six weeks in 
arrear. After that noble Duke's dimission, there was great 
talk of economy, but pradlice did not keep pace with pro- 
fessions ; if we except the lord steward of the household, up- 
on whom mtkch unjust censure has been passed : he profe^d 
economy, and pra£tis('d it. In consequence of his reduc- 
tions, the tables which remained were better served than thfey 
were before : many tables were abolished ; but those for whom 
they were designed had board-wages, by which they rather 

fained than lost, and a considerable saving was made for the 
ling. Lord Talbot likewise, did another diing, which he 
recommended to the imitation of others ; he diminished, iti- 
deed, his own patronage by it, which might be held as an ob- 
jection to the pradice, but he made a considerable saving, by 
istriking oflF useless places ; the persons who lost them wetc 
placed upon the King's bounty-list, and succeeded to other 
employments upon vacancies. But while Lord Talbot Was 
striking oflF places of two or diree hundred pojlnck tiyrttr'at 
ione e/id of the palace, at another, new places aind pensions of 

SOoL^ 
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500I9 lOOoL, or perhaps aoool. a-year were added to tl>e civil 
establishment. From this source rose originally the debt of 
the civil li^t, joined to the necessary expcnces of C9ronatioa 
jev(rels» funerals, and marriages of the royal family* 

During the period of the first eight years of the reigYi, hm- 
nistries were of so short a duration, that it was impossible for 
any one minister to make the necessary reductions after the 
debt was once incurred. The noble lord in the blue ribbon 
was the first who had it in his power; he has been seven years 
2U the head of the treasury. Great additions have been made 
to the royal income, by the deaths of the Princess of Wales, 
Dukes of York and Cumberland, and other branches of the 
royal family. 

# His Majesty, at the beginning of !iis reign, paid 157,000!. 
a year to the diiFerent branches of his family : his royal pre- 
decessor paid, for the greatest part of his reign, from 130,000!. 
10140,000!. a year, and besides kept tables at St. James's 
forinanyof them and their attendants. His late Majesty, 
during tne life of Queen Caroline, lived in splendour in the 
summer at Hampton-court or Windsor, and since her Ma* 
jesty's death, at Kensington. 

Upon the papers upon the table, he had few remarks to 
make. The noble lord had declared, that none of the ex- 
pences were incurred for the sake of influence. Another 
gentleman had mentioned the period of Sir Robert Walpole*s 
administration, as a time when tliat evil existed in a much 

Greater degree than at present. Mr. T. differed widely from 
le latter : he believed, that when that gentleman considered 
/ the V9st increase of all our establishments, army, navy, ord- 
nance, &c. the increase of our pos.sessions in et^ery part of the 
world ; the numerous and advantageous contradls under gp« 
vernment; the patronage which ministers have gained, 
through the medium of the East India company ; to which 
may be added, the increase of debt, and of officers in the coU 
ieSion of the revenue, he would be inclined to retract his 
opinion: perhaps he would join with him in thinking, that 
the influence ot tfie Crown was nearly irMed since the time 
of Sir Robert Walpole. He observed, upon a comparison 
of the suspicious articles of pensions^ annuities^ and secret str* 
vicCf in the last'eiglit years of the late King, and the eight 
years in which xh{:pT€ient debt has been incurved^ 2, considerable 
exceeding in the latter period* 

Pen- 
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Pensions by the pay-master of pensions. 

In the last eight years - - 452,908 

Last eight years of the bte King - - 339»oio 

Dificrence 113.2^ 

Pensions and annuities paid at the exchequer. 
In the last eight years - - 273»^S8 

Last eight years of the late King - - 192,312 

DifiVrence 80,846 

Secret service. 
In the last eight years - - 434,892 

Last eight years of the late King - - 370*833 

Difference 63,559 

Diflferences. 

On pensions by the pay-master of ditto - 1 13,298 

Exchequer pensions and annuities, - - 80,840 

Secret service - - - 63,559 

Total difference 257*703 

■ It is t)bscrvable, that the last eight years of the late King 
included the greatest part of the late glorious war, during 
which there certainly must have been occasion for no smaO 
sum of secret service money for purposes truly nationaL 

If the noble lord would set himself seriously to work at a 
redciftion of expences, he was pretty confident it ml^ht be 
^fledled without meddling with any thing in which his Ma- 
jesty's private case and comfort, the dignity of the Crown, or 
the service of the public were concerned. The foundation of 
* his confidence was this; that Mr. Grenville, in oflBce, as well 
as out of office, declared the 8oo,0001. to be sufficient. Being 
called upon to know if he intended to increase the civil list, 
that minister treated the report as a calumny. He said, in the 
strongest terms, that while he continued minister, he never 
would ask for any augmentation, or for any sum on account 
of the civih list : perhaps that declaration miglit be among the 
reasons of his dismission. The noble lord chuses to avoid 
ciiat consequence, and says, *^ God forbid diat I should lose 

" my 
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my office."* 'Wbea he Is questioned upon the sufajefl of 
the ipcrease of expence of the civil list, he answers undoubted- 
ly m a much more becoming mannef than Mr. Grenviile did, 
«*.If you will contrive, that nobody shall be desirous 6f places 
:Uid pensipns,, I will cease to fay burthens upon the public, 
to provide for suitors for places and pensions." This answer 
i^Qver. occurred to Mr. Grenville ; perhaps it was not so well 
snitcd to those times as to. the present^ any more than to die 
' gpve charafter of that minister. , 

Upoathe whole^ Mr. T. was of opinion, that resolving 
the House, into a committee on the message, was a more par- 
liamentary, and a propcrer measure, than the referring the 
nx^5?ige to the committee of supply : that in the latter, the 
House could only consider of the sum to be voted ; in the for- 
mer, the whole question would be open to discussion. A very 
serious, and a very minute discussion, was necessary upon 
iLh occasion, and in times like these. The public burthens 
were increasing rapidly every day ; the power of the Crown 
fining g?:Qund upon the people in tlie same proportion. 
Economy, real economy, by retrenchment of expences, was 
tfie only method by wbioh those evils could.be restrained. 
The noble lord would, in a faw weeks^at farthest, call upon 
^e members of this House, and upon every gentleman in 
Englapd^.tQ coniradlhis expences ; let him set us the exam- 
ple. In a committee upon the message, the House might 
sec where savings might be made. If the noble lord was se- 
rious in his intentions of lessening the expences of theCrown, 
the a,uthority of Parliament would strengthen his. hands, and 
furnish him with a weighty answer to unreasonable solicitors* 
Mr. Grenville, whose memory the noble lord spmetimest 
affected to treat with veneration, was. not more cozispicopMsIy 
serviceable to the public in any part of his phara£br, than in, 
tlie steadiness and perseverance widi which he gav^ his neg»« 
live to the importunate demands, of rapacious and insatiablb 
courtiers. 

If the noble lord waSinat sincere in his professions of eco« ^ 
nomy, the committee could, 9nd ought, to controuLhim. 
With the assist^ce of Parliament^ an honest minister^ tnighc. 
do g^eat good. Without f^arliament thought this was an ob- 
juA of inquiry, he foresaw little gppd would be done. Thei 
j)riiiciple upon which this. snip,., ajid the incr^e of the esta- 
blishment were demanded, ; \9ri1s, a prog^ssive on^:. he sawi 
plainly, that in making tbis.4e(iiana« a fpupflation was lai4 
u>r making further applicatioDf. . Parliament oudbt.tQ be wil* 
' foUy 
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fully blind upon no part of diis business. He was afraid, that 
chis branch of tlic legislatui^ had been for some time declining 
in the opinion of the people. He, who wished it to resume 
its former lustre and importance^ thought it could not seise 
upon a more favourable opportunity than the present. He 
^thought no way could be more likely for them to regain the 
confidence of the nation, than by shewing themselves, what 
it was their right and their duty to be, the guardians of the 
purse of the public, and with it of the liberties of their 
country. 

Mr. Fox closed the debate, and spoke for above an hour. A& 
ter describing what he termed the wanton profusion of mini- 
sters for a series of years back, in the several great departments 
of the state, and the shameless prodigality which prevailed in 
the disposition of the revenues of the civil list, he predi6ted a. 
day of reckoning, when probably ministers would not be per« 
mirted to pass such accounts as tliose lying on the table. He 
told the House, that he should not go over jthe items diat had 
been already tnentioned ; and to which therb had not, as jet^ 
even so much as the colour of an answer been given. There 
was one article, however, which he could not pass over with- 
out mentioning; and presumed, it struck every gentlemaa 
jppesent as well as himsdf with astonishment. It was the sum 
of 513,0001. stated under ^le head of the board of works^ 
in the course of the last eight years, without telling to whom 
the money had been paid, on what account it had been paid, 
or on what palace, house, park, garden, oc place, the mo* 
ney had been expended. He observed the conduct of the 
minister, in 1769, though the noble lord now disclaimed the 
appellation, was much less reprehensible than now. He 
then adled openly, and came boldly to Parliament to de- 
inand a round sum, without account. '' I want the mo- 
'^ aey ; I cannot wait ; grant it now, and you shall have the 
^* account next year.'' On this occasion, Parliament had 
the option to grant or refuse ; to take his word, or dis- 
believe it. New men, new measures ; the noble lord tells 
you this day, very gravely, that he was not then first mi- 
tiister ; but that since, he has become one entirely .on his 
own bottom ; that accounts ought to precede the grant ; but 
when the accounts come to be examined, what do they turn 
out ? No accounts at all ; but a detail of arbitrairy sums, for 
ought we know, set down according to the fanciful ideas of 
several persons who wrote them ; and, all cousolid^ced into 
one. roun4 ^um» which we are caljed . upon to grant out of 

the 



96 P A^ L T A M E NT A R Y A. 1777. 

the pirrses of our constituents, without being satisfied that 
a single item is fairly or perfe6Hy stated; unless, we trust 
to the integrity of ministers, and the fidelity of their su- 
bordinate instruments. Well, taking it for granted that 
tfic sums are truly stated, why trouble the House with such 
an account at all, unless to add mockery to contempt, and 
blend insult with derision ? When we had no account, we 
trusted to ministers. Now that we have an account, we 
arc equally compelled tb be satisfied with their bare word ; 
so that, taking the matter in its true light, the present 
proposition is neither more nor less than a demand the 
xtiinister makes on Parliament for 6i8,oool. which he says 
was expended in the public service; but of the reality 
of such expenditure, we properly know no more than wfe 
do of any sum of a like amount expended by any prince 
in Europe. We are precisely as well informed now, hov^ 
tfiis debt was incurred, by the curious account now ly- 
ing on that table, as we were in 1769, without any ac- 
count. He next attacked Lord North, on his denying 
he was minister when he brought a like message eight 
years since, and obtained the objeft of his errand. Tnis 
he treated as the most shameful and barefaced evasion. He 
declared the sentiments of that administration, which from 
his post of chancellor of the exchequer, of which he 
formed a part, he stood therefore doubly bound, both aa 
an, individual, and a member of the cabinet. In the -next 
place, as he Wun the bearer of the message, he stood pledged 
as the messenger, or the representative of the Sovereign. The 
message was to demand a certain sum of money to pay the 
King^s debts : the condition that accompanied it, thougn not 
contained in the message, was, that no applications of a like 
nature would be made hereafter. Who was to impart theni 
to the House ? The bearer of the message, and no other. 
But, allowing that the noble lord was neither bound, as a 
member of the cabinet, an individual, or messenger repre- 
senting his Sovei'eign, he stood, nevertheless, in a mixt official 
and ministerial sitaatidn, from which it is impossible for 
him to recede : he came to Parliament as the minister of 
the House of Commons, and chancellor of the exchequer. 
He was responsible, as minister, for his ministerial assurances, 
as much then as at present ; and, as chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, he was bound by the nature of his office, to know 
that his assurances were founded in truth. Take then the 
matter in the noble lord's own way ; does n6t he stand on 

the 
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the precise same grouml he did then? Did he ncX come in 
1769, as well as in 1777, as minister of the House of Com- 
mons and chancellor of the exchequer, not as first lord of 
the treasury, and prime minister? But conviA the noUe 
lord on any or afl of these jgrounds, and he still imagines 
he can evade his pursuers. Ik says be never gave any soch 
pi-omise. Will his lordship rest his justification on that 
alone ? If he does, T pledge myself to prove he did ; if he 
will not, but will contend that he is not bound in one event 
by a promise which he denies in the other, I submit wliether, 
in the opinion of all indifferent and impartial men, the noble 
loi^ be not in fa£l convi£teJ on both grounds. If^ however, 
the noble lord should still rest his defence on his not being 
responsible for any a£^ of his, ministerial or official, he wouU 
nevertheless on the present occasion, out of regard to his 
own honour and charadler, recommend to his lordship tQ 
content to the proposed committee of inquiry ; because, if 
any malversation in office, any waste of public money, should 
have happened, the blame would fall of course on his lord- 
ship, as chancdlor of the exchequer. Not supposing that 
there existed the least ground for any such imputation, he 
looked upon it to be peculiarly incumbent on his lordship 
to cheertblly go into an inquiry, which, he presumed, would 
turn out so much to his lordship's honour. He perceived. 
he said, that the charge of ambassadors was a very heavy- 
one ; besides, envoys and ministers were sent to every petty 
state: he knew the disagreeable predicament a minister, 
wiHing to make a reform, would stand in, were he to at* 
jtempc It on his own strength. It would be prodigious irksome 
to be obliged to sav to a secretary of state who has so few 
appointments in his gift, *' I must strike off such and such 
tavo^s who are in your department ; the state of the civil 
list requires it, ice." — While, on the contrary, if a par- 
liiinientary inquiry was set on foot,, and arrangements made 
to take place in consequence of such inquiry, in order 
to reduee the expenditure, the blame would be shifted from 
the minister, and the superfluous branches of the civil list 
might be pruned, or totally lopped off, without giving any 
direS: offence to those who might, on the mere personal in» 
terferencc of the minister^ look upon themselves pointed at, 
mtA ill treated. 

The ^pMBtite b^Hg pdt, the House divided. Ayes x 14, 
^oesaSi. 

V0L.VL H The 
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The Houfc then went into a committee of supply, and came to the 
foUow'ing resolutions : 

That the sum of 618,340]. &c. 
That lOOjOOoL per annuo?, &c. 

^« AUTHENTIC LIST of the MEMBERS of the House 5/* Com- 
mons, w^o voted AGAINST the Motion for granting 620iQO<A. for 
payment of the KiJio^s Debts. 

Bedfordshire, Durham, 

Earl of UpperOssory, Bedfordshire J. Tempest, Durham citv 
SirWilliamWake, Bedford Town TorMire, ' , 

Berks. Sir G. Savile, Yorkshire 

prancis Annesley, Reading 

Bucks, 
Earl Verney, Buckinghamshire 
Tames Grenville, Buckingham 



Wm. Baker, Aldborough 
Sir J. Pennyman, Beverley 
G. F. Tufnell, ditto . 
Hon. L. T. -Watson, Heydon 



Wm. Drake, junJ Agmondesham Ld. G. Hen. Cavendish, jCnarcs- 



Cheshire, 
J. Crewe 

CormualL 
Sir Wm. Lemon, Cornwall 
Samuel Salt, Liskeard 
G. Hunt, Bodmyn 
yhjl. Rashleigh, Fowey 

Cumberland. 
Henry Fletcher, Cumberland 
Walt. Sp..3tanhope, Carlisle 
James Adair, Cockermouth 

Derbyshire. 
L4. Fred. Cavendish, Derby 

Devonshire. 
J. Parker, Devonshire 
J. Rolle Walter, ditto 
Sir G.' Yonge, Honiton 
Laur. Cox, ditto 
Sir C. W. Bampfylde, Exeter 

Dorsetshire, 
Hump. Sturt, Dorsetshire 
T. Coventry, Bridport 



lK>rough 
Wm. Weddel, Malton 
Savile Finch, ditto 
Hen. Peirse, Northallerton : 
T. Frankland, Thirsk 
Ld. J. Cavendish, York 

Essex. 
J. Luther, Es$ex. 

Gloucestershire. 
Sir W, Guise, Gloucestershfre 
Sir W. Codrington, Tewkesbury 
J, Martin, ditto 

Herefordshire. 
SirG. Cornwall, HcrefordsUre 

Hertfordshire.' 
Wm. Plummer, Hertfordshire 
Tho. Halsey, ditto 
J. Radcli£fe, ^t. Albans 

Kent. 
Hon. C. Marsham,'Kent 
Rd. Milles, Canterbury 
Lancashire. 



Rt. Hon. W.G.Hamilton, Ware- Ld. Rd. Cavendish^ Lancaster 



Jos. Maugcr, Poole 

Ji, W. Mortimer, Shaftesbury 



Rd. PennantyXiverpool 

Leicestershire^ ^ 
J. P. HuDgerford, Leicestershire 

..... '^ TISSAft 
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Hon. B. GrcVf Leicester 

Lincolnshire. 
Ld. G. Sutton, Grantham 
Ld. Lumley, Lincoln 
AftddUsex. 
Wilkes, Middlesex 
Glynn, ditto 
Sawbridge, London 
Id. Oliver/ ditto 
Fred/Bull, ditto 
G. Haylcy, ditto 

Norfolk. 
Sir Ed. Astley, Norfolk 
T. W. Coke, ditto 
Hon. T. Walpole, Lynn 
Crisp. Molineux, ditto 
Hon: Rd. Walpole, Yarmouth 
Sir H. Harbord, Norwich 

Northamptonshire. 
T. Powys, Nonhamptonshire 



Edmund Burke, Bristol 

Hants. 
Ld. Midleton, Whitchurth 
Hon. J. Luttrell, Stockbridge 

Staffordshire. 
Geo. Adams Ansoti, Litchfield 
Hugo Mevnell, Stafford 

Suffolk. 
Sir G. W. Vanneck, Dunwich 
T. Konnereau, Aldborongh 
Sir C. Davers, Bury 

Surrey. 
Sir J. Mawby, Surrey 
Sir Rt. Clayton, filecningle^ 
Fred. Standert, ditto 

Sussex. 
C. Goring, Shoreham 
Filmer Honcywood, Steynlng 
Thomas Hay, Lewes 

PFarwickshire. 
T. G. Skipwith, Warwickshire 



Rd. Benvon, Peterborough 

Hon« Wilb. ToUemachcy North- Sir C. Hoite, ditto 

ampton fVestmoreland. 

iSir G. Robinson, ditto G. Johnstone, Appleby 
Fred. Montagu, Higham Ferrers fVorcestershire. 

Northumberland. Wm. Lygon, Worcestershire 
Sir.Wm. Middleton, Northum- JVilts. 

berland C. Penruddock, Wilts 

Sir M. W. Ridley, Newcastle- Amb. Goddard, ditto 



upon-Tync 
Jacob Wilkinson, Berwick 

Noitinghamshiri. 
Sir C. Wrav, Retford 
G. Sutton, Newark 

Oxfordshire. 
Ld. Wenman, Oxfordshire 

Shropshire. 
Noel Hill, Shropshire 
Wm. Pulteney, Shrewsbury 
Tho, Whitmore, Bridgenorth 

Somersetshire. 
Alex. Popham, Taunton 

fcH^\&iyx ditto 
on. T. Luttrell. Milboirne Port 



Ha 



Hon.W. Hen. Bouveric, Salisbury 
Rt. Hon. Is. Barre, Calne 
John Dunning, ditto 
Hon. C. J. Fox, Malmshury 
Gen. A. Ashe, Heytesbury 
Ld. G. Gordon, Luggersna)l 
J. Cooper, Downton 

Cinque Ports. 
J. Trevannion, Dover 
Wm. Nedham, Winchclsea 

fVales. 
T. A. Smith, Carnarvonshire 
E. L. Vaughan, Merionethshire 
Wm. Mostyn Owen, Montgo- 
mery^ire 



Scotlan:f. 
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Scotland., Tellers. 

G. Dcinpstcri Dundee, &c. Rt. Hon. T, Tbwnshend, 

Whitchurch 
Geo. Byng, Wigaq 
Adjourned to April i8. 

.jRiOSOHS tf a Afember of Parliament for voting against paying 
the King's Debts a second time. « 

To comprehend this question fully, it is necessary to take 

.% summary view of the formation, rise, and progress of the 
pivil list, as now established. 

When the Crown possessed ample royal demesnes, it wae 
usual to apply to the people for aids on extraordinary occa- 
sions only ; but since by the dissipation of the royal revenues, 
the greatest part of these lands have been alienated ; so that 
another modb of supply was praSised for the support of the 
Crown, and certain imposts and duties, denominated the civil 
list revenues, were from time to time settled on each of our 
Sovereigns soon after their accession to the Crown ; these da« 
iies have been always calculated to amount to a certain sum, 
and Parliament accustomed to make up the deficiencies : this 
. (um, before the reign of Geok-ge 11. was 700,00^. but in the 
£rst year after his accession, in consideration of his nunde* 
fous royal family (many of whom were nearly marriagenfafe) 
Parliament tliought proper to augment this sum to 8oo,OOoI. 
per annum^ in order to which, they passed an adt for granting 
41 rent-charge oijt of the aggregate fund, of 120,000!.* per 
anmmy which was expelled tQ make the old civ3 list duti^^ . 
answer that full sum, with a proviso, however, that if tbey 
fell short, Parliament would makis up the deficiencies. 

Anno 4 George II. it was thought proper to repeal certain 
duties on flax, for the encouragement of the Britidi sail^cbtby 
and a clause was inserted in diis a£^, for securing publk cre- 
ditors, by granting to them the amount of their respeftive 
demands on said duties out of the aggregate fund, and since 
fhat time it appears tbefe has been carried in accomk fron^ 
that fund to toe civil list a 125!. 15s. afd.^ annum. 

Anno 9 George II. it was thought proper for the benefit 
of trade, to repeal certain duties on low wines^ and a dause 
19 diat ad provides for public creditors, as in the former, 
and expressly states that his Majesty shall have 70^0061. feif 
cmmnh in lieu of his demands. 

♦ THs *mn of i2o>ood. was added, bicatise ttie 'old dadeft* 
thaogh gifen for 70Q,ood. per annjfni, had ncvct iA ktsHitf 
smotmtea to tbsLt Hxta^ 
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A^ain, the 12th of George IL certain duties on woollen 
tnd DStys were repealed, oi\ the same grounds, and a similar 
clause in this afl too dire£ls that the King, and all public cre- 
ditors, shaU havcj-ent-charge out of the aggregate fund, equi- 
valent to their respective demands, on an average of eight 
years past, and on this account an annual 'sum of 2,388!. 4s* 
' iM. has been also carried to the civil list. 

Anno 30 George II. Parliament on a similar account gave 
the Crown a rent-charge on the wine^license duties, of 7002L 
148. 3d. all which sums together amount to 201,5161. 14s. 4|d. 

The remaining civil list duties^ commonly called the here* 
ijitary and temporary revenue, from his Majesty's accession to 
the 5th of January, 1762, amounted to 645,844!. os. ii|d. 
"which is equal to 538,203!. 7s. 6d. per annuntf towhich, if the 
former grants and regulations already specified are added, it 
gives the- full amount of the civil list revenues equal to 
739^720!. IS. io|d. so that the bargain made by the Crown 
widi the public, in the commencement of this reign, for a 
ckar annuity of 8oo,OOOl. per annum^ adlually proved a gain 
to tlie Crown, of 60,279!. i8s. ifd.* Smce 



♦ Cursory ObsBrvations^ ice. 

hi the time of the late King's death there was a IxJanCe in 
the exchequer due to the Crown, of one hundred and eigh- 
teen thousand pounds in cash, a shilling of which was nev^r 
applied to the uses for which it was granted. 

On the resignation of the Duke of Newcastle, this I>alance 
vrat considerably augmented; it is said, to upwards of one 
hundred and seventy thousand pounds. 

^ JLord Bute succeeded his grace, and we may presume, by 
his economic plan, for lessening the expences of his Ma- 
jestj^'s household, such as retrenching several tables, intro- 
ducing board-wages, &c no addition was made in his admi- 
atstration. 

Mr. Grenville, however, contradi£bd that assertion ; for 
be affirmed, that he reduced the excess of out-goings, over 
and above the stated income, from 90,000!. to 36,000), per 
ionum. 

The Marquis of Rpckin^hai^ and his friends assert, that 
no addition was made to the out-goings during his adminis- 
tration. 

H3 . On 
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Since the 5th of January, 1762, the hereditary and tem- 
porary revenues have gone on gradually increasing, but this 

probably 



On the opening of the session 1768, application was made 
to Parliament, and 5I3,CXX)1. granted in the course of itf to 
discharge the civil list debt. 

If then these premises are to be depended upon, it w31 
follow, that the balance in the Duke of Newcastle's hands, 
amounted to more than the excess of expenditure during the 
Grenville and Rockingham administration; and that in the 
three years the Earl ot Bute and Duke of Grafton presided 
at the treasury, upwards of half a million had been distri- 
buted among the representatives of the people, in order, we 
presume, to convince them, by fair and solid reasoning, and 
argument, that the peace was an honourable and advantage- 
ous one ; and that the decision relative to the Middlesex 
elef^ion was just and constitutional ; and finally, that the ex- 
pulsion of Mr. Wilkes was of more real consequence, than 
preserving our * settlements in the £ast>Indies, or the free f 
navigation of the Mediterranean sea. 

On the 5th of January, 1769, his present Majesty dJd 
not owe a shilling: on the 5th of January, I777> he has 
himself acknowledged, that he is more than 6oo,OCX)l. in 
debt. The only application the late King made for parlia- 
mentary assistance, was in 1 746, after two e^cpensive wars, 
^nd a formidable rebellion within the kingdom. He lived 
fourteen years after, and contradted no more debts. During 
this time, he had the household of the late Prince of Wales, 
or the Princess Dowager to support. After the Prince's 
death, he had his children. Let us then compare any eight 
years within the last-mentioned period, with the last eight, 
and we shall find that the expence of the Piince of Wales, 
in o0e instance, and the appointment of the late Dvke of 
Cumberland) or the Princess of Wales and her young family, 
amounted to full as much as the Queen and the present royal 
family, and the appointments of the Dukes of Gloucester 



• In 1769, the French King sent out a very formidable navy and military force 
to the isles of Maaritiufe and Bourboo, with an intention of attacking our tettlemenu 
on the Coromandel coast ; when the fleet and army arrived^ counter-orders were 
■waiting fur t\\em by a dispitch ovtr.land ; Choiaeul having m the mean time been 
4isoraced, and they directed immediately to return to Europe. 

t The con<iuest of Corsica by France. 

and 
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probably would not have happened, had they till now conti- 
nued the [Private property of thie Crown ; for when it was 
proposed to give up the privilege of franking, I freely con- 
curred to relinquish the same, for the benefit of the nation, 
overwhelmed with its enormous load of debt; but I certainly 
should not have agreed in that measure, if I had considered ic 
merely as the means of superadding new powers of corrup- 
tion in the Crown ; for by that regulation, the public reve- 
nues were supposed to be augmented about 6o,oooK per ann. 
too large a sum indeed to dole away for bad purposes. 

But here it ou^ht to be observed, that the I20,000l. 
per annumy was given to George II. expressly for the pur- 
pose of making up his revenues a clear 8oo,CX)Ol. per afptum^ 
and therefore whenever such growing duties, together with 
the equivalents already specified, came to produce 8oo,oooL 
per annum^ then of course the annuity ought to have re- 
verted to the aggregate fund. 

It IS therefore without any foundation in truth for mini- 
sters to say, his Majesty made a bad bargain, in accepting 
a clear 8oo,ocx)l. per annurriy in lieu of all the former 
revenues ; for we have now proved that at that very time 
this annuity considerably exceeded the produce of the whole 
of them. 

It now remains to be shewn, that the annuity of 8oo,CXX)L 
per annumy was more than fully competent for all the fair and 
honest purposesof the Crown ; for by the accounts now before 
Parliament, it appears, on an average of the last eight years 
expenditure, including his Majesty's expences for the royal 
family, together with every article for his state and dignity, 
foreign ministers, salaries of his judges^ and all disbursements 



and Cumberland. If so, how is it possible to account for 
die extraordinary demand now made ; and the still more ex- 
traordinary demand by which it is accompanied, that of an 
augmentation or a permanent increase of the civil list reve- 
nue in future, without supposing that the representatives of 
the people in the late House of Commons, were as difficult to 
be perspaded of the justice and policy of reducing America 
to a state of unconditional obeidience, as their predecessors 
were of the wisdom of the peace ; or the state necessity of 
expelling Mr. Wilkes as unworthy of a seat within the nal- 
lowed walls of St. Stephen ? 

H4 of 



t^ p 4RI- 1 A HE N T.A R Y A, 1777, 

qi civU fQvcFnmont, for all flfiarks of bis royal bouoiy, and 
for the cxpeoces of hU privy purse, the whole together anaount- 
cd to considerably less theu 650,000!. j^^r ammnty so that, the 
temaiuing sum of 150,0001.^^1- anwm, for contingencies, 
ought surely to have proved i^oore than adequate to every^ 
JiC^st or visible pnrpbse whatever. 

Besides this 8oo,oool. pir ajmum^ no account has been given 
to Parliaoaent of what is called the extra revenue of tlie Crown ; 
we fiind, indeed, that above 25,000!. per annum has been paid 
out of the extra revenue, and yet die Crown charges itsetf 
with no receipt whatever for tktt fund If an un^rtunate 
tradesHQ^n had produced such an account before his commis- 
sioners, instead of gating a certiEcate, he mus; liave beea 
^ied for concealing his tncQs. 

The exat^ amount of this extra revenue is with di£Sculty ta 
be come zf. \ but on cos^idering the articles of which it con- 
sists, viz. Ireland, Wales, Lancaster, Cornwall, four and a 
half ^^ €eni. duties, crown-lands, quit-rents, coal-mines, mo- 
nies estres^, dec. S^c. the whole may be fiE^irly eatimated to 
prodvkce not less than 300,0001. pir onnMm. 

Th^re is a curious article in every year, for money rettyn^ 
ed to sherifi^ for over-payments^ an<l yet no charge is^made 
of the sums received from the sheriffs, although the very word 
oveF*payptien( is a proof that a balance must generally have 
Tetn?iW4 VS the exchequer. Any further renaark on this 
Woidd be sm insiilt on the reader^s understanding* On the 
whde, it is steal's the public are grosriy imposed on in the 
transa£lio«. 

And the additional grant cannot be defended but by the use 
his Majesty shall be pleased to rnake of ir. If, however, io* 
stead of letting Sir Grey Cooper, and Mr. Robinson, have 
40,ooot. per annum for secret service, we should hear of the 
King's living a little more royally in his household, providing 
better for his brothers, repairing and fum^hing his miserable 
houses, incie^ing his collection of pii^ures, &c. and letting 
the public have the satjsfadiion of seeing them, we may be 
partly reconciled to this additional expence : but if, on the 
contrary, we only £nd an increase of tlut secret influenqe 
which IS already too great, the public will have a right to say» 
they have been scandalous! v betrayed. 

Un the expenditure of the secret service' mppey, it is to be 
observed, that government ought always to have intelligenqr 
as early as possiole, of any equipment c^ ships^ of other mea- 
sures 
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sures in foreign states, that mty concern the national safety ; 
for chis purpose, our foreign ministers should be allowed to 
give a few peitfions, or gratuities,, for this purpose. The 
expeaces of this kind will vary according to the consequence 
of the informations gj»ned. A derk in office will furnish a 
list of the French regiments, and their stations, for a few 
Loais iTOrs ; but such a man could only, in the case of the 
£unUy compad, have informed, that some treaty was in agi- 
tation ; the contents of it must be come at through higher 
folks. When Lord Chatham had intelligence of the contents 
of that treaty, no Englishman would have found fault with an 
increase of twenty, or thirty, or even fifty thousand, in the 
anicle of secret service ; the importance of the sub}e& W2is 
voucher enough for a large expenditure ; and this is the true 
ground for our judgment on the demands made. If ic ap^ 
pears that the enormous sums charged for this service have not 
gone through the hands of the secreuries of state, but of the 
secretaries of the treasury, it gives room for suspicion, that 
these expenditures have been made nearer to Westminster : and 
this is enough for our information on all similar charges. 

Upon the foregoing premises, I flatter myself with the ful- 
lest concurrence of my constituents, and their approbation for 
oiy opposition to this new and repeated exaflion upon the 
people ; as every unprejudiced man in England must be con- 
vinced, from what hath appeared, that a great deal of the 
debt now incurred foreight years past, and the additional grant 
of I00,000l. per annum, can never be necessary for the honour 
or true dignity of the Crown, hut the same must be evidently 
calculated to answer the nefarious views of ministry, to cor- 
rupt the people altogether, so that in the end every vestige 
of public principle, and love of our country, in opposition to 
the Crown, may be hereafter cut up by the roots, until the 
executive part of the government, by such over-ruling in- 
finence in the Crown, shall stifle and extinguish all opposition 
under his present Majesty's successor, at farthest, that he may 
be enabled to render himself by corruption, as perfedUy a so- 
vereign despot in this country, as in our own times we have 
teen the King of Sweden, aided by a corrupt senate, and an 
unprincipled nobility, studious ot no other good in life, hut 
to satisfy the momentary impulse of every abjed, dissolute, 
mean axul selfish passion. 



April 
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April 1 8. 

As loon as Sir Charles Whitworth came to tbc1>ar, in 
order to present the report from the committee of supply of 
the preceding Wednesday, the Speaker put the question, tbart 
the said report be now received, on which 

Mr. Dempster rose, and opposed the bringing xxp of the 
report, recommended a committee of inquiry, as well into 
the manner, and by what means the debt was incurred, as 
"what might in future be a reasonable and competent provi- 
sion, for the maintenance of the honour and dignity of the 
Crown. He said, with whatever confidence ministers might 
be emboldened to come to Parliament, from repeated ex- 
perience, there had been ulways, till on the present occasion^ 
some little decency, some formality, some attention paid to 
office usage and the etiquette of Parliament. Applications 
were usually accompanied by the motives which gave birth 
to them. If an augmentation of funds was required, the 
cause of the deficiency was stated ; if the deficiency was as- 
certained, the mode of raising that deficiency was pointed 
out. But how was it on the present occasion r Deficiencies 
were stated, without shewing the increase of expenditure 
that caused them ; and a funo was desired to be created by 
Parliament, without stating a single proof of the necessity 
of such a provision. It was with pain he found himself ot^ 
liged to repeat, what in the course of the debate in the 
committee, had been so frequently mentioned ; but among 
a great number of instances equally striking, he could not 
without astonishment, see an increase of near half a million 
on four articles, unaccompanied by a single voucher to au- 
thenticate tliem. The heads of expenditure he particularly 
adverted to, were those of the cofferer, treasurer of the 
chamber, master of the horse, secret service, and pensions. 
No man in that House would more cheerfully co-operate ia 
relieving his Majesty from his domestic embarrassments; nay 
at all events, to pay his Majesty's debts ; but while his zeal 
would prompt him to go thus far, his duty as a member of 
that House, must compel him to know in what manner those 
debts were contra£led. It was a duty he owed to himself; 
but it became still more particularly obligatory, when he 
was called upon to vote the money out of the pockets of his 
constituents. Supposing that an a(St of oblivion were to take 
place in rcspedl to what had already passed ;' allowing that 
the debt ought to be paid, without retrospecft or inquiry ; 
- the second resolution, which was going to be reported, and 

which 
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vrhicli was to lay an additional burden of iO0,0OoL per 
aftHum on the nation, demanded the most serious attention 
of Pariiament. Parh'ament ought to be furnished with every 
means that could lead to know, whether all, or any parr, 
or a ja;reater sum, were necessary to support the dignity of 
che Crown. That could never be known, till the real out- 
goings wer-e satisfadtorily ascertained ; till necessary expenccs 
were distinguished from those that were really unnecessary ; 
and till the people were satisfied, that the burdens b3rne by 
them, were not to answer the purposes of corruption, by in- 
fluencing the condu£): of their representatives in Parliament. 
On the whole, he observed, that much the greater part of 
the excess of expenditure, arose under the five or six heads 
before-mentioned; upwards of 400,0001. was wrote off in a 
few lines. Whatever inclination, therefore, he might have, 
out of respeft to his Majesty, to pay the debt already con- 
traded, lie could not in conscience, as a trustee for the pub- 
lic at large, as more particularly bound to his constituents, 
ever consent to add ioo,oool. to the 8oo,oool. a-year 
at present settled on the Crown, if the friends of ihe aug- 
nieatation did not first consent to go into a committee of in- 

3uiry. The accounts before the House were imperfedl: and 
ckStive; and where they were not, they were intricate, 
obscure, and unintelligible : he should, on these several 
grounds, oppose the bringing up of the report, till an inquiry 
were first had, to shew that such an augmentation was 
reaHy necessary. 

Sir Edward Jstie) coincided entirely in the sentiments 
of the honourable gentleman who spoke last. As a coun- 
trv eentleman, he could never agree to lavish the property 
of his constituents in such a profuse manner, without 
knqwing on what account, and how it was disposed of. 
He said, in 1769 ministers adled both more modestly and 
consistently. They asked for money only to pay the 
King's debts ; they desired no augmentation, because they 
said none would be wanting. They produced no accounts : 
they said the. debt was contraftea; it must be paid; but 
it should not be so in future. What is the conduit of 
ministers on the present occasion ? They pretend to produce 
an account, which is in fa£l no account, because it is neither 
vouched nor documented, nor can it be understood. They 
adopt the language of 1769, that the debt must be paid ; 
and they demand an augmentation, without adducing a single 
proof tliat it ought to be granted. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Stankyxosej to explain hovr the excess in ttte cofferei^s 
office bad been caused. He said, it ^as not the basinet 
of that office to examine into the detail, the warrants 
being the only vouchers. The cofferer issued the money 
direSed to be paid: his account properly contained no- 
thmg more than the receipts and disbursements:, -when^ 
therefore^ money was issued by the cofferer, it was no part 
c^ his duty to know for what particular service the mo- 
ney was paid, but wliether the order was officially made 
out, and came properly authenticated tp his office. 

Lord NonA rose, to answer some obje^ions made by the 
two honourable gentlemen who spoke first in the debate. He 
observed, that if the accounts were defe^ive, it was not the 
fault of administration ; th^ y were made up pursuant to 
the precedents of office, except in a few instances ; those of 
the treasurer of the chamber, &c. ; which he had so fully ex- 
plained, the other evening in the committee, to have beea 
occasioned by the papers being taken away by their prede- 
cessor^ in office, which only could have afforded the satiso 
liadkion now so earnestly sought. He took notice, that 
throughout the arguments used on the subje£i by the gende^ 
men on the other side of the House, it was taken for granted 
by them, that the extra revenue of the Crown was some:« 
thing very considerable. That, be said, was the most misr 
taken idea that could be well conceived ; for except the 
duchy of Cornwall, he scarcely knew- of any benefit 
whatever his Majesty drew from tlie extra revenue. An^ 
he recommended it to gentlemen, in the further progress 
of the debate, to consider that as a fa(3, which, with 
very little allowance 01 qualification, might be faithfully 
depended on. 

Governor yohnitom^ after taking a review of the principal 
arguments which had been employed by those who support- 
ed the propriety of discharging the debt and voting th^ 
augmentation, said, be was against both measures; for his 
part, he highly disapproved of them, and was for neither 
paying the debt nor granting the addition. It was a cur- 
rent expression from several parts of the House, " The 
King's debts ought to be paid, bat we will not grant aa 
augmentation of the civil list ;" but I say no, the objec* 
tion lays equally against tlie debt and augmentation. If the 
debt has been fairly contracted, it ought to be paid. If i^ 
has been fairly contracted, the incurring such a debt can only 
be justified on the ground of neqe^ityj and if tb^t plea wiU 

stand ^ 
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stand the tfist of inquiry, then an addition to afi incompe* 
cent revenue will follow as a matter of cour^. But bow are 
die premises to be ascertained ? Not surely by, the accounts 
now lying on your table. They tell us nothing ; they leav6 
cveiy thing in darkness and obscurity ; or they are mani-. 
festly calculated to impose and mislead. When, therefore, t 
say I am equally against paying the debt, and granting the 
proposed augmentation, I would be understood, that I cannot, 
consistently with my duty as a member of this House, or 
as a faithful guardian ot the property of mv constituents, 
agree to either, lill I receive that species of information, that 
may lead to shew that the debt was in the first instance neces- 
sarily iocurned ; and that the addition it a necessary conse* 
quence of that expenditure, which experience has shewn the 
maintenance of the honour and dignity of the Crown re- 
quires.- If this be not fair reasoning, if it be not arguinj 
upon principle, I should be glad to know what would th6 
negative go to prove; but that the minister for the rime 
bemg might lavidi the public treasure as he pleased ; oVp which 
was nearly the same thing, incur debts to any amotmt ha 
thought proper ; and then come to Parliament without anr 
account, or with any account, however impcrfedl, and de* 
sire thar the debt thus incurred might be discharged. Is not 
the latter precisely the case at present ? Was hot the former 
exadly the case in 1769? Standing therefore on this ground, 
I shall resist every proposition for a grant of public mouey, 
which is not accompanied by the reasons which support it, 
and the propriety, if not necessity, for granting it ; because, 
if some stated rule be not adhered to. the ai*gyment would 
come to this : that a mere incurring of a debt would establish 
a cbim for its payment : and he, in whom this unlimited 
power of virtually pledging the public to the payment of 
whatever debts he might contract, would most certainly hold 
the public purse, to use it at his pleasure. The a;ovemor 
made several observations on the encouragement such a par- 
liamentary do£trine would give to future ministers, if assented 
to in the extent he heard it argued the other night. The 
noble lord in the blue ribbon knew the full operation ah 
addition of ioo,oool. a year would have on the under- 
standings of some idle or sceptical members ; and how efiec- 
Sually it would serve to oil the wheels of government, now 
and then apt to rub heavy. His lordship was fiiUy apprised 
]^w ma^y ioA Itotcid of the twettt czmAed from the civil 

list 
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list revenue ; how many wished to partake more bounteoaslj 
pf them ; and what a new supply the present proposed ad- 
dition would afford. Yet able as his lordship was, and 
ready to oblige his friends, he suspe<Sted the augmentation 
"would operate contrary to his.expeftation, in more instances , 
than one ; it would create solicitations for favours ; it would 
render the hungry and unsatisfied dependants of the court* 
more pressing and enormous in their demands t whereas, vot* 
ing against the measure, and defeating it» would be the only 
means of proving to them, that ail their resources^ through 
that channel, were cut off. He said, in these days^ a sum 
of nearly 200,000l. a-year *was looked upon as a trifle ; yet, 
trifling as It might appear, when laid down on the large scale 
of millibns, if members weie yet to be bought at the currenit 
established price some few years since, at 6ooh per anmem^ 
aoo,oool. prudently laid out, wouW purchase a clear decisive 
majority of that House, without even the assistance of the 
present standing corps of pensioners and placemen^ already 
^retained by their places, pensions, and annuities, in tlie ser- 
vice of government. But ' if administration, already strong 
enough in numbers^ should think better to lay out a port in 
the purchase of the venal rotten boroughs all over the king- 
dom, this 200,000l. a-year, might be most usefully employ* 
ed^ and the court have it in its power to make members, 
and not be at the trouble of bribing them. He said, the 
noble lord had confined the whole income of the extra reve- 
nue to the duchy of Cornwall. This was a language to- 
tally nevv to him. He would be glad to know from the 
noble' brd, what was become of the revenue formerly 
drawn from the principality of Wales, of the four and a 
half per cent, duties on the produce of the Leeward 
' Tslands, of the revenue^ of the bishopric of Osnaburg, 
and those drawn from the duchy of Lancaster, and from 
Ireland. His lordship, the other night, seemed to be quiie 
certain of recovering America, and counted on his Majesty's 
hereditary revenue in that country as a matter of course. 
If so, the rents there would gradually increase^ and wovdd 
augment the extra revenue, which, with the other branches 
of it already enumerated, would in a few years, if pru- 
dently managed) create an additional fund, thaf would form 
an ample revenue for the first crowned head in Europe. In 
the acpount of the secret service, it appeared, that within 
the last eight y^ars, tlie 9norjp[ious sum of 6op,pool. had been 

vished 
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lavished under that head of expenditure, a great pan of 
which was diredly issued to Sir Grey Cooper and Mr. John 
Robinson, secretaries of the treasury ; and he presumed, if 
common sense was to govern, if probabilities were to pre- 
vail, it must be concluded, that all, or the greater part of 
the money paid into the hands of those gentlemen, was dis- 
fributed among members, in order to influence their voices 
in Parliament ; or at least, in order to regulate their par- 
liamentary condudb, by enlightening their understandings. 
Nay, I will not stop here, I will say more: I ^ill say, that 
all this money has not been distributed amon^ the members 
of this House ; part of it has gone to my countrymen, in 
the other ; and yet finally operated within these walls. It 
has been distributed in a manner which I much more disap- 
prove of, because it has effected double mischief. My coun« 
trymen, the Scotch Lords, have not only got part of it for 
thieir votes, but for doine worse, for influencing the cleflions 
in that part of the king(K)m ; and by that means, sending us 
members to this House. TTiey are chosen themselves by the 
minister £3r the time being. They, in xeturn, chuse repre- 
sentatives for the people ; they send their choice here, not to 
vote or a6t according to opinion or conscience, but as thejr 
patrons dire£t them. If) a few lines, three millions of money 
are set down, without a single voucher ; which is no more 
than saying, " We have received so much, we have paid so 
much ; the balance is so much against us ; and consequent- 
ly we owe so much." This, I will venture to contend, is 
no account ; and if prudence is to govern us, and we are to 
pay the debt incurred without account, for God's sake kc 
us not depart from everv rule of usage, justice, and common 
sense, by voting an addition without account ; or till some 
grounds are laid before us, to shew that such an addition is 
necessary. 

Mr. Eilis rose next, and took a jeview of the several ap- 
plications made by the Crown to Parliament, since the Re- 
volution ;. in order to shew, that it had been uniformly 
the custom to grant the money required, in most instances 
ivithout any account ; and where accounts were presented or 
called for, with accounts made up in the manner now, he 
believed for the first time, so severally censured ; so it was in 
Queen Anne's reign, in 1710 ; in 1721, that of George the 
First ; in the same reign in. the year 1725 ; at the accession 
ff ^is late Majesty, when the ioo,QOol. augmentation was 

made 
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made to the civil list revenue, which was tIi6Q fixed at 
7cx^oooi. in 17479 the 20th of the late King; and since the 
accession of his present Majesty, in the year 1769. He^ 
contended^ that on all of these occasions, no accounts were, 
produced: or they were accounts like the present, sbewtne 
the gross expenditure, under the several heads. It woui^ 
he said, in many instances, be impossible to make out die 
accounts in any other manner ; and when they might, the 
disbursements came precisely to the same point. As to the 
secret service money, which had furnished so happy a topic 
for the gentleman who complained of the enormity of the 
expence, it just amounted to this, in fair argument: £!• 
ther such a head of expenditure, ought, or ought not ta 
be permitted, [f it ought, it was surely idle to find fsiull 
with It ; the very title was expressive of its true nature. 
It was money given for certain secret transa^ions, which 
it was proper to conceal, and supposed to be for the in- 
terest of this country. The employing this money wisely 
and faithfully, was entrusted to certain persons, who were 
bound only by a faithful discharge of their duty ; if there 
was any thing then in thp objections made, it cooU not 
reach the mode of making up the account ; it must be en- 
tirely personal, against those who distributed the money* 
If no such power ought to be intrusted to ministers^ that 
indeed might be a reason for discontinuing the secret ser* 
vice money, in future ; but till such a resolution was taken. 
It must be provided for.; :^nd from its very nature, must 
continue to be accounted for, in the custootary manner^ as 
none other would be practicable. 

Colonel Barri^ after controverting several of the fails 
laid down by the honourable gentleman who spoke before 
him, declared, he was totally against paying the debt, or 
making any funher addition or allowance whatever. In 
1769, he recolle£ied ve^y well, the conduct of the noble 
lord in the blue ribbon, .w]k> was then, as welt as vtQ^i 
chancellor of tlie exchequer. When pressed on that occa* 
sion from this side of the House, he declared openly, nay 
solemnly pledged himself, that he woukl never come again 
to that House on the same errand; that he woQld not 
advise the King to promise what he coufd not perform^ 
but to endeavour to keep within. bounds; and if he cottld 
not keep within the 8pb»ood. in that case^ he should cer- 
tainly advise his Royal Master, not by any means to apply 
fo Parliament, without accompanying such application witn 
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the most fidi, clear, specific, and satisfactory accounts. Now 
how has the noble lord performed his engagements witK 
Parliament and the public ? He has come again to request 
from this House, to pay the debt incurred by the CtDwn; 
He has not* kept the civil list expenditure within the bounds 
he promised to endeavour to limit it ; but if thdt should 
prove impraAicable, he has totally failed in the performance 
of the condition annexed ; he has not accompanied the pre* 
sent application with the necessary accounts; and still t6 
heighten the whole, he has come witli the modest demand 
of . ioo,oool. addition, without a single document, to justi- 
fy his request. The colonel next turned his attention to :l 
certain race of animals who were daily increasing in this 
i:ountry, called contractors : and, if he was well informed^ 
the noole lord gave every encouragement iii his power to 
the propagation of this species of the canine and camiverous. 
His lonlship not only tamed and domesticated them wheil 
they fawned, and cringed, and flattered ; but he hunted and 
nought them, and never was easy till he brought and secured 
them within the pleasing toils of a fat lucrative contraft. 
As his lordship seemed so fond of contradors, in all trans^ 
aCHons, more immediately within his own province, mini- 
sterial and oflScial, it might be fairly presumed, he was equally 
solicitous to encourage them in every thing respedting the 
royal household. Some, he presumea, contracted to supply 
his Majesty with bread; others, meat; a third kind witn 
wine ; a fourth, beer, &c. Now, if one might judoc from 
the manner the contracSts for the American war were made 
and executed, and suppose, that his Majesty's household Was 
supplied upon similar terms, it would be extremely easy to 
account for the debt incurred, without supposing thai the 
expenditure had been laid our in corrupting the members of 
either House of Parliament ; nay, if the debt was treble 
what it is, as he was well convinced, there was not a single 
comradt of any consequence, made since the commencement 
of the American war, that the public did not pay full 40 
fef cent, over and above the market price, and paying for 
every risque of insurance, and reasonable allowance for time 
and trouble. He next enumerated the several sources oif 
the extra revenue, and insisted, that independent of Hano- 
ver or Osnaburg; his Majesty was in the a£tual possession 
of a million a year; and he confessed, he was Much asto- 
nished to hear his lordship confine the extra revenue to 
Vol. VI. I thb 
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tlic duchy of Cornwall, in exclusion of the duchy of Xoiu* 
caster, principality of Wales, four and a half /^r cent* diukv 
and the revenue drawn from Ireland, which alone^ at this in- 
stant, amounted to full 90,ocx3l. per annunii 50,QCX)1. of which 
was paid to persons resident witliin this kingdooi. He coib- 
eluded, with describing the hardships borne by the Irishf thf 
oppressions the poor labour under^ the decline of their tn^l^ 
the ruin of their staple manufacture! the wanton re^t^^nt$ 
}aid on their commerce, and a variety of other panicubrs \ 
and finally aflSrmed, that no nation under the sun was ever 
so fleeced, scourged, and oppressed as. the Irish. 

Mr. Grenville spoke next ; said, though he had as lugjb 
reaped for the person of the King, and was as zea)au$ (q 
^pport any measure which promised to promote his do<- 
picstic happiness, as any person in that House, he woidd not 
deserve the name he bore, if he betrayed the duty he owed 
to his country and his Sovereign, by giving a silent vote on 
the present occasion. He was fully satisfied, from papers 
which came to his hands, from the most clear, incontroverti-* 
ble, and authentic documents, that 8oo,OOOl. a vear» was a 
most ample revenue, if frugally, fiiithfuUy* and judicioittly 
managed, to support in the utmost splendour, the lustre ana 
dignity of the Crown. He heard some very strange things fall 
from the friends of the measure, and particularly from the 
noble lord who brought the message. The noble lord said^ 
that the King drew no advantage whatever from the extra 
revenue, but from that part of it which arose within the 
duchy of Cornwall. The fa£l might be so ; he hoped the 
noble lord was mistaken or misinformed. If he was not, 
surely the matter was deserving of the most minute inquirjr 
and serious attention of that House, to discover how, or 
where the remainder of the extra revenue was sunk. Was 
the revenue no more ; or was it still in being, but granted 
in such a manner, as to transfer the Controul and possession 
of it from the Crown into other hands? This, in his wU 
nion, was a matter that called loudly for invi^tigatioi) y oe^ 
cause, in the first place, his Majesty shonld not berqpres^tcd 
as possessing a revenue long since annihilated, or out of bis 

Eower ; and Parliament and the nation should be inforndedy 
ow the revenue came to be annihilated or alienated. Such an 
inquiry would lead to an account of the four and a hsilf f^r . 
r^/. duties, the revenues drawn from the principality i^ 
duchvi and the whole of the casual revenue, not appropriated 
hy Parliament. With regard to the four and half /«r r«^. 

he 
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be had indeed heard strange do3rine from the noble Iord» 
that It was ruined by the many grants of pensions now upon 
it; did the noble lord mean, that because it was all ex- 
hausted by the Crown pensions, that therefore it was no part 
of the Tcvcnuef Or, did he not know that the whole of 
such gpxiU were illegal ? A language which he was autho- 
rized to hold, as be was warranted by the Journals so to do; 
as he would, if called upon, refer to a resolution of that 
House, declaring such grants illegal and unconstitutional : 
that if no one contradi^d his assertion, he hoped the House 
^ould give credit to it, and he would prove it if necessary* 
Re concluded by repeating diat 8oo,oool. was a noble, com- 
petent, and ample revenue: and though it were nor, tliat it 
was incumbent on administration to satisfy Parliament, upon 
the most satisfa£lory and unequivocal proofs, that it was ne- 
cessary to augment it. 

Mr. Alderman Sawbrldgc rose, and contended that the dc- 
Sciency now desired to be provided for, might easily be ac- 
rounted for, without ha\ ing recourse to the increased price 
of die necessaries of life; it had been employed in cor- 
rupting both Houres; it had been spent in private, as well as 
public pensions ; in single bribes, in temporary gratuities. 
The civil list revenue had been drained by as many di£Ferent 
means as want suggested, or as corruption was capable of de- 
vising or inventing. Pensions during pleasure were granted, 
the most sure and certain means of keeping members to their 
duty, by having the terrors of its being withdrawn continu- 
ally suspended over their heads, as soon as ever they dare^ to 
thmk for themselves. 

Here a great confusion arose, some calling to order ; some 
to. take down his words; others, hear him, hear him! As 
toon as this had subsided a litde, Mr. Marsham desired 
that the honourable gentleman might name the members of 
tliat House who enjoyed pensions during pleasure, as there 
vn% a statute in bemg, which created a disability fi*om 
any person sitting there who enjoyed a pension during 
pleasure. Several members on the treasury-bench, and 
m that part of the House, desired that the words might 
be taken down by the clerk. Others insisted, that such a 
mode of proceeding was neither orderly nor parliamentary, 
for the honourable gentleman was at liberty to retracSl his 
wordJi, if any passionate expression had fallen from him in the 
warmth of debate ; or explain ihem, agreeable to the sense 
he meant they should convey. This argument was replied to 
1 2 bv 
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by a general cry, loudly vociferated from tbe same quarter 
whence the noise and confusion from the beginning originated, 
'** repeat them, repeat them : he will surely not refuse to re- 
peat his words." 

Mr. Burke rose, and endeavoured to still the uproar^ 
by jocularly observing, that the words " influence the 
members " and " increase the influence of the Crown," weipe 
tlie current and fashionable expressions used in the former 
debate, as well as the present, which substantially im- 
ported the sam6 with the words which had now given such 
high oflencc. For his part, he could see little difference, if 
any, between influence and corrupt influence; and corrupt 
influence and downright plain corruption. He confessed* 
however, that the sound of the latter was coarse and impo- 
lite, when compared with the former. On this ground, there- 
fore, the whole matter might be explained to the entire sati&* 
faftion of all parties : those who liked, and those who dis- 
liked the word corruption ; for though it should be given 
up by one side, the sense would be still retained, and it would 
completely satisfy such as disapprove of it, that it was to be 
discarded for ever out of the parliamentary vocabulary. The 
honourable gentleman was a citizen, and had not attained to 
that height of polite phraseology, for which such as happily 
reside at the other end of the town are so justly distinguished; 
for >yhich reason, what a courtier or an inhabitant of the 
west end of the town called influence, the worthy alderman, 
according to his gross mode of expression, very improperly 
called corruption. 

Mr. T, Townshcnd said, Mr. Sawbridge had a right to ex- 
^ plain his words; and was sure he would, if the House thought 
proper to insist on an explanation. 

Mr. Sawbridge said, he was much obliged to his fi lends, for 
the readiness they had manifested in endeavouring to prevent 
the displeasure of the House from falling on him ; and to 
those who had manifested their zeal on the other side. The 
former he begged to acquaint, that he never meant to retraS 
his words, or explain away their meaning ; and to the latter, 
he would now give the opportunity they seemed so anxiously 
to desire ; he would repeat what he said at the onset : " I say, 
there are several members who have pensions during pleasure.** 
These were my words, I repeat them, and I desire, if those, 
zealous gentlemen, who were so vociferous a few minutes 
since, think proper, that they may take them down. There 
jtre /ncwbers of the other House who have pensions during 
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pleasure. Without therefore retradting or explaining my 
words, I again assert, that there are members who enjoy 
pensions during pleasure. He then directed his attention 
to Lord North, whom he cliarged in the roundest manner 
with public profusion, and with squandering the nati- 
onal treasure, in some instances, to the very worst purposes, 
and that some of the very debt for which the noble lord ap- 
plied to Parliament to pay off, was spent and squandered away 
in hiring spies and informers, to ruin and distress innocfent 
men ; men in every light as loyal to the King, and as faithful 
to their country, as their persecutors would persuade the 
world to believe they themselves were. He then mentioned 
Ac affair of Dignam*, and charged administration, with the 
most base and nefarious designs, in hiring a profligate ruf- 
fian to impeach him, and several other members of both 
Houses, of an intention of carrying into execution the most 
cruel and bloody purposes. 

Lord ti&rth denied that administration had at all been in- 
strumental in encouraging Dignam. He affirmed, that no 
money had been given to him ; and that what was done by the 
secretaries of state was an aft of office duty, whicli if they 
had neglefled, would have justly made them liable to the 
most severe censure. Every servant of the Crown is, from 
his situation, bound to listen, though not to believe. Not to 
do the fii^t, would be treachery ; to be operated on by the 
last, on improbable or insufficient grounds, would be prepos- 
. tcrous and absurd. What then was the condu6t of admi- 
nistration ? They steered clear of both objeftions. They did 
not rcje£k without inquiry, nor did they credit what in itself 
appeared to them highly improbable. They examined Dig- 
nam closelv ; they endeavoured to sift him to the bottom. 
They heard with astonishment his narrative ; and perceived 
tiiat it bore throughout the strongest marks of plausibility, if 
not authenticity. They nevertheless a6led with prudencrf, 
and resorted to every precaution which wisdom could possibly 



♦ This man had been recently sentenced to hard labour upon 
the river Thames, for obtaining money under fraudulent pretences^ 
Before his trial, he pretended to discover to the secretary of state, 
•« plot, which he said was formed by several noblemen and gentle- 
men to assassinate the King. He pretended Mr. 5. v^as one. The 
iale was at first listened to, but in a very short time the whole was 
^^nd to be an infamous falsehood, entirely of his own invention. 

1 3 ^N^^^^ 
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suggest in so nice and critical a situation. Thcj sought for, 
coi^tera] proofs of the truth of what he asserted m regatd of 
others, as well as testimonies of what degree of credibilitj he 
was entitled to. They ordered him to be watched ; bis haunts 
were thereby discovered ; and what appeared from the begin* 
ning suspicious, proved soon tipue ; he was found out to be » 
villain, a liar, and an impostor ; and as such was dismissed^, ^ 
and abandoned to his fate. He could not) help observing 
how bitterly the worthy alderman complained of the injustico 
Dignam had done him, by inventing such gross falsities ; an4 
yet the worthy alderman, at the very instant be is stating his 
complaint, is himself guilty of a faxdt of a similar nature ;, 
he charges him, and the rest of administration, with giving 
Dignam money. He assured the wordiy ald^xman, thac 
Dignam had no money ; and that he was not suborned^ 
but offered his information voluntarily ; he therefore, could 
not otherwise account for the alderman's assertions^ but by 
supposing, that as Dignam had asserted falsities of the aider- 
man, he, in return, was resolved to retaliate on administra^ 
tion. An honourable gendeman over the way, [Mr. Burke] 
h^dj he observed, employed a great deal 01 wit and inge* 
nuity in reconciling the alderman's intentions and expressionSf 
and the currency of certain words, at the different ends d 
the town ; and with his usual philoloarical perspicuity,, shewed 
the general acceptation of the words influence, corrupt infln* 
ence, and corruptipn ; and supposed that his city friend, as 
a citizen, had chosen the gross word corruption, as mo^ 
agreeable to city manners. After making his friends laugh 
very heartily, his lordship became serious. He answered 
a great many questions put to him from several parts of the 
House, relative to the accounts of the treasurer of the cham-* 
. her, cofferer, master of the horse, pensions, annuiticis» am* 
bassadors, and secret service. His Lordship frequently asJb> 
pi the gentlemen in opposition, if what they desired was a 
minute account, vouched by the petty tradesmen's bills, the 
grocer, biitcher, baker, &c. &c. If tnose were the accounts 
ihey sought, they were not, it was true, to be had, because, 
they were unnecessary ; but if they wanted a faithful and full 
account of the expenditure, it lay on the table for their pe- 
rusal ; and must, he was certain, afford ample saxisfadion to 
every person who did not come to that House predetermined 
to find fault. 

Mr. Fox said, there was a very material difference between 
producing Fouchers for each article^ or even small sums paid 

\5i 
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to petty tradesmen, and not proddcing a single authority or 
db€Oilieiit which was sufficient to ^tisfy the House, that the 
irOM sums charged were faithfully expended under the heads 
lA which they were thar^ed; and he defied his lordship, 
ipritb all bis wit and ingenuity, to shew by any true criterion 
of distinSion, the least shadow of difierence between an ao» 
tmint thus unt^ouched, and no account : and he begged the 
dtttotian of the House to this single illustration of the sub^ 
jtft of debate ; what substantial difierence did it make, whf* 
thm the 6i8,oool. was wrote off in a single line^ twenty, or 
£¥« hundred, when the several sums set opposite the respedive 
ifema came totally unaccompanied. by vouchers? He next 
dttm a tomparison between the present administration and 
diax of the late Duke of Newcastle $ and so pushed it back 
Cdi Ae commencement of the late reign, which he contended 
was the most great and glorious this nation ever beheld, j^t 
Was a reign of principle throughout ; the Sovereign wai 
honest, steady, and sincere. His ministers sought his personal 
iatisfaflion and domestic quiet ; and maintained the honour 
and dignity of the nation. Even the different parties who 
caballed for power, were open in their professions, faithful to 
tiie doArioes they professed, aixi to the persons with whom 
fbey associated. What was now the case ? Corroption and 
|MMfronage had overspread the land. The King's name was 
fifi^qfiewlj, prostituted by his ministers, to purposes which he 
ivlte certain the Sovereign was too good a man, and too great 
9k king, ever to have sandioned, if he had previously dis- 
Mver^ the concealed but plausible motives whence they ori- 

S'lated. Ministers disdained to pursue such appearances, 
ajorities were found to suppon the worst measures with as 
much riacrity as the best. The influence of the Crown de* 
rived additional strength from its power over the treastrry, 
tnd majorities were now called upon to make good the very 
rapine and plunder they had long since shared ; and to create 
a fund in future for the same purposes. To finish the com* 
pariSon, and bring the two feigns in a complete counterview; 
a!) principle, as well in politics as morals, had been, since 
the commencement of the present reign, entirely exploded. 
That very formidable phalanx which now lines the treasury 
bench, have thrown aside their opinions the day they accepted 
of their appointments. Corruption sweeps every thing be* 
fore it. Its power or influence, or ^nrhatever else it may be 
tailed, is almost irresistible. It is now got to its xenith. Sir 
fCobert Walpo)e» it was saidi was the iather of corruption { 

1 ^ ^^ 
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the present is his equal, if not in abilities, at least in bis vt 
of liianaging parliaments. He has improved on the founder 
of this corrupt system ; he has carried it to infinitelir a 

S eater extent. But then, he has had the address to loseualif 
e empire, as one of the first happy consequences of his 
experimental improvements, 

Mr. Burke entered into a detail of the civil list expen- 
diture; compared it with that of every reign since the Re~ 
volution, particularly the late reign ; and proved from a v»* 
riety of documents, tliat the civil list revenue, as it now 
stood, if properly^ managed, was amply su£5cient to maintain 
the royal household in dignity, splendour, and affluence ; 
and all the expences of the civil government, upon the mott 

§enerous and liberal sca|e : from which he drew this natural 
eduSion, that the excess of expenditure arose from a want 
pf economy; or was employed to carry into execution a 
system of bribery and c6rruption, which bad become for 
several years past the great engine of government in this 
country. Though it was nine o'plock when be rose, he was 
heard with great attention. 

Mr. Rigby attacked opposition very violently. He said, nq 
accounts were ever given, nor ought to be now given. . That 
he was astonislied how the noble lord could waste his time 
in answering all the trifling and iirelative questions which jiad 
been put to him in the course of the evening. For his. parf:^ 
were he in the noble lord's situadpn, he would make it.a 
rule never to answer a question put by an individual pi^mber 
in his place. The minister had no occasion to waste hjg 
time so idly, and to so little purpose. If, on the other 
hand, the House, or the majority of it, as biiuling the mi- 
nority, asked questions, or demanded explanations, thep indeed 
it was incumbent on the minister to give such answers fis wer^ 
not inconsistent with his duty to his Sovereign, apd to a true 
;ind faithful dispharge of the particular office which he filled^ 
Jt was proper to answer the House, but not otherwise. He 
then turned his attention towards Governor Johnstone, who, 
be said, had asked questions, and called for explanations, 
which he had no right to do. He allowed it might b^ 
the custom of that worthy venerable assembly, the Parlia- 
ment of Leadenhall-^treet ; but he trusted he should never 
see the day that it would be adopted or endured as a rule 
in tjiat House. Their condudl respecting their own affairs, 
^id not encourage the world to imitate or emulate the politics 
pf ^e^poball-streetf The companv would have \qng sincf 
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been totally ruined, had it not been for the interference of 
Parliament; they biecame bankrupt, and were on the very 
verge of destrui^ion, if they had not been snatched from it 
by the legislature. Now that they had got a little t!ie bet- 
ter of their difficulties, they began to relapse, and would once 
more call for the aid of Parliament ; but he hoped Parliament 
^ould no more permit themselves to be imposed npon, nor 
longer trust the management of the affairs of the East to a set 
^f men, who had neither the abilities to govern well, nor the 
h(»iesty to execute with fidelity. 

Governor Johnstone replied warmly to the honourable mem* 
1>er who spoke last, and charged several passages in his speech 
with being no less destitute of truth and argument, than they 
were manifestly scurrilous and indecent. In reply to the charge 
of mismanagement against the East India di reisers, and the 
company at large, he insisted that the honourable gentleman 
was much mistaken. The East India Company's affairs were 
managed at least as well before as since g;overnment, not Par- 
liament, interfered ; the latter being only an engine employed 
by the former, to create a new source of patronage, and in- 
crease the influence of the Crown. The company, before 
Parliament meddled with their affairs, acquired a great em- 
pire: it was well if the policy and wisdom that had been tliis 
ni^ht so highly extolled, would not, as it had commenced in 
injustice and oppression, be consequential of great miscliief, 
and end in a total loss of that part of the British empire. 
But supposing that the mode of proceeding in Leadenhall-strect 
was precisely what the honourable gentleman would fain re- 
present it ; supposing their mode of proceeding did not arrive to 
that correal notion of order which seemed to pervade the ho- 
nourable gentleman's thoughts ; supposing it was all disorder 
in Leadenhall-street, and corruption there and elsewhere, he 
would have thought the honourable gentleman would be tlic 
last in that House to have mentioned it. It was neither 
jnore or less than criminating himself, not only individually, 
but as the head and oracle of a pany. He had the sagacity 
to discover the sentiments of a majority in Leadenhall-street, 
as well as in Westminster. He had always the prudence, he 
believed, to vote in a majority. He had seen him attend re- 
gularly in Leadenhall-street, at all the courts and ballots, to 
vote with his long train of dependents, clerks, and partisans ; 
so that, if the East India Company had mismanaged their af- 
fairs, the honourable gentleman should have been charitable 
fipd tender>mouthedy when he rccolleded, that he him* 

self 
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self was one of die prime instruments in cmising tboie mi** 
carriages and threatened calamities he now so loudly lameQr«> 
cd» am unfairly attributed to others. The goremor re» 
plied likewise to many of the explanations given by the nobk 
lord on the treasury bench ; and in particnlar to two arcklof^ 
the secret service, and the privy purse. The former, he oIk 
served, amounted to 6oo,oool. and the latter to jocoodL 
which were, he contended, enormous, and unprecedented 
in any former account during a like period. 

Governor F&wnall rose next ; but th6 House grew so clai» 
moTous for the question, that it was widi great difficulty he 
couU make himself heard, his friends and opponents being 
equally noisy. When the clamour subsided a little, be said. 
If the House will indulge me with their patience, I will noc 
detain them five minutes. As on the late application to Par* 
liament for payment of the King's debts, in the year 1769, I 
voted against the paying of them without account ; and as I 
now, on this occasion, sliall give my vote for the payn>ent of 
the present debt, as well as for the enlarging of the King's in^ 
come, I should be glad to give the reasons on which I found 
my condudl. I am conscious that I am consistent : I should 
be glad so to explain myself, as to appear in that light tatfae 
House. When the late message came to the House, in 17691 
and a motion was made thereupon to vote the sum said to be 
in arrear, without one article of account, gentlemen of very 
high authority in the House, and of the highest authority 
with me, called for the accounts, and asserted, that as the 
8oo,ocx)l. per annumy which had been granted at tlie begtnu. 
ning of the reign, was, to their certain knowledge, not only 
adequate, but amply so, to the utmost extent of the civil list 
expences, as well as the ease and honour of his Majesty, it 
was impossible such arrears could have been incurred, if tber« 
had not been some strange mismanagement, or some very re* 
prehensible misapplications, which must appear, if the accounts 
were laid before us: the accounts, however, were refused^ 
and the question for the motion was put ; I thereupon voted- 
against ic The year after this, the accounts were laid before 
Parliament ; and though they were referred to a committee, 
00 observations arose upon them, nor was any motion made ia 
reprehension' of them. 1 from that moment, therefore, const* 
dered the expences as irreprehensible and unavoidable. Upon 
the present application, the accounts are laid before us, and are 
now upon th« table : they are in form add substance, article 
for artide^ similar to those laid before the House in 177a 

Those- 
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Thoie weic not censured ; no observations or reprehension hat 
arisen upon these; I must therefore, on the same ground, think 
the expences contained in these accounts unavoidable ; I can 
therefore find in my own reasoning, no ground of objedion 
against paying them ; and as I have heard no other reason from 
the debate, f shall give my vote for the payment of thein. 
The expence of the late King's funeral, the coronation and 
marriage of his present Majesty, the marriage of liis sister^ 
as well as various extraordinary expences always incuj red at 
the accession, were stated as reasons for the exceeding of cl)e 
King's expences in that period. No such extraordinary ex« 
penccs have arisen or been incurred in the late period ; yet it 
appears, that it has not been possible to confine the expences 
within the income. I have not heard any specific charge of 
reprehension made against the expences, as tliey stand in the 
accounts now before us ; 1 must, therefore, as I said before, 
suppose them in eprehensible and unavoidably incurred, and 
that, therefore, the present income is not sufficient and equal 
io the present ordinary expences of the Crown : on this ground 
I 4hall give my vote for the enlargement of it. He wished 
to have proceeded in making some observations on the debate, 
but the question being insisted on, be was obliged to sit down 
unheard* 

As soon as the call of order was attended to, the follow- 
iog resolution being read a second time, was agreed to with- 
out a division : 

That the House do agree with the resolution of their com-' 
mittee, that the sum of 618,2401. 9s. be grajitcd, to discharge 
the arrears and debts due and owing on the civil list, on dic 
5thof January, 1777. 

The second resolution being read a second time, that the 
vearly sum of ioo,oool. be granted for the better support of 
his Majesty's household, to commence from the 5th of Jaa« 
1777, over and above the yearly sum of 800,00^. granted 
by an z&, made in the first year of his late Majesty's reign ; 
Sir J^anus Lowther rose, and moved an amendment, by in- 
serting the words, ^* and for the different branches of ^he 
royal family," immediately after the words, ** for the better 
support of his Majesty's household." He stated the situa- 
tion of the two royal dukes ; the one banished, and exhi- 
biting to the world a neglei^ed, distressed prince of Eng- 
land; drawing pity and compassion from foreignen, rather 
than respe& and attention^ due to the rank he must ever hold, 

how- 
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however persectited, that of being brother to the King of 
Great Britain. The other prince had travelled under similar 
disadvantages, and was now reduced to a state of economy, 
becoming, indeed, his necessity and small income, but very 
sU suited to the rank he holds in this country, and to the re- 
8pe£l . h^ merits for a virtuous and exemplary condu6t. Sir 
James expressed the warmest afieflion and attachment to his 
Sovereign, and wished only to put it in his Majesty's power 
to accomplish those gracious a6ls towards his royal brothers, 
which would refleft the highest honour to his Majesty and 
this country : that ministers had stated the increased price ok 
every necessary of life, as a reason for the debt contrafted by 
the household ; that therefore, if the deamess of the times 
-was sensibly felt with his Majesty's income, how much more 
so must it be, even to a degree of distress, in the small and in- 
suflScient incomes of the two royal dukes ? that if ministers 
mean to appropriate the great and enormous sums now grant- 
cd for the real splendour and dignity of the Crown, and not 
for secret services, they must allow that his Majesty Is nuw 
In a situation to make oetter provision for his royal brothers ; 
that he made no doubt but it was his Majesty's gracious in- 
tentions so to do, whenever it should be in his power ; and that 
ministers dare not deprive him of the means, if we inserted 
the words proposed, as it would point out that the sense of 
the House coincided with that of his Majesty and the people 
of England, namely, the necessity of making some ftirthcr 
provision for the royal dukes ; that in all countries except 
this, it appeared that the people who loved their princes, never 
suffered them to be distressed, and could much less endure the 
painful idea of their being forced into banishment from tl|e 
wretched state of their finances, and suffering in their health 
from inquietude of mind : that he did not mean to specify- 
any particular sum ; that might be left to his Majesty*s ge- 
nerosity : but that he was strongly impressed with the insuf- 
ficiency of the present allowance of twenty thousand a-year ; 
a sum which, in these times, he found occasion to spend oi)t of 
bis own estates, without a single article of ostentation or su- 
perfluity : how pitiful a sum, therefore, when given for 
the support of the King's own brothers I That he was well 
inclined to pay his Majesty's debts, but not the debts of his 
ministers ; that he would willingly contribute his share, when 
taxed for the purposes of adding to the happiness and real 
honour of his Majesty ; but that it was the article of unac- 
cpunted hundreds of thousands in concealed expenditure, that 

^on^ 
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alone kept his Sovereign poor, his family shamefully dis- 
tressed and exposed, and which endangered! the constitutional 
freedom of the subjedl, by an undue influence over their re- 
presentatives. 

' The amendment was seconded by Sir Edward Astley : but 
upon Lord North's and the Speaker's representing, that any 
amendment moved to a report was unparliamentary, and out 
of rule, it was agreed to refer the consideration to a future 
day. . 

The House divided at 12 o'clock, upon the report of the 
second resolution; Ayes, 231, Noes 109. 

, The following nineteen gentlemen, some of whom were 
not present at the last division, voted against giving the ad- 
ditional hundred thousand pounds : 
' J. Elwei, Berks 

J. Cator, Wallingford 

G. Grenville, Bucks 

Rd. Croftes, Cambridge University 

Sir Jas. Lowther, Cumberland 

Ralph Gowland, Cockermoutk 

Cha. Barrow, Gloucester 

Rt. Gregory, Rochester 

Tho. Lyster, CHtherow 

Lucy Knightley, Northamptonshire 

Ld. Edw. Bentinck, JSIottinghamshire 

Ch. Fitzroy Scudamore, Thetford 

Edw. Philipps, Somersetshire 

Sir J. G. Griffin, Andover 

Peter Burrel, Haslemere 

* Tai, Lowther, Westmoreland 

Hon. F. Wenraan, fVestbury 

>Iat. Bayley, . Ditto ^ 

Cha. Brett, Sandwich 

Adjourned to the 21st. 

April IX. 
• Agreed to the resolution of the committee of ways and 
, means, that 763,364!. remaining in the exchequer, being 
the produce ot the sinking fond to the 5th of April, 1777, 
be applied toward making good the supply granted to his 
Majesty. 

Private business. 

April 
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Aprii 22. 
Not members sufficient for a ballot to ixj a contested dbc^ 
tion tor Newcastle. 

'April 2 i. 



The same. 
The same* 



^U 24^ 



April 2S' 

The ballot. Adjourned to the 28ih« 
AprU2%. 

On the 2 1 St of February last, a petition of die trustees o^ 

the British Museum being offered to be presented to the 

* House, Lord North (by hk Majesty's command) acousunted 

the House, that bk Majesty having been informed of the 

contents of the said petition, recommends the same to the 

. consideration of the House. 

Tlien the said petition was brought up and read ; setting 
forth, that, in the second year of the reign of his present 
Majesty, the said trustees represented to Parliament, that the 
sum allowed them for the establishment and support of the 
said Museum, was reduced to a capital of 30,000!. reduced 
bank annuities, the dividend of which, amounting to 900!^ 
was, notwithstanding their utmost attention to me forming 
their establishment with frugality, greatly insu£Scient for that 
purpose; upon which representation, they have at snndr]^ 
times obtained from the House various sums tosupplrthe de-> 
ficiencies of their income, which sums,, together witn the sa- 
lary allotted to the King's librarian yearly, amounting to 
about 250I. have proved insuflBcient to defray the necessary 
expences of the said Museum ; and what now remains in the 
hands of the trustees is very little more than what is requisite 
to discharge the expences already incurred; and that the ex- 
pences of the said trust and establishment, one year with ano- 
ther, from the year 1767 to the year 1775 inclusive, have 
amounted annually to the sum of 2127I. 15s. 3d. whereas the 
yearly income, including the salary of the King's librarian^ 
which the petitioners have enjoyed for little more than a year, 
amounts only to the sum of 1 150I. so that tlie deficiency, one 
year with another, during that time, has amounted to 
978I. 1 IS. 3d. a year ; which deficiencies will probably in- 
crease, as well as several imforeseen expences. arise ; and 
therefore praying the House to grant them such further sup- 
port, towards enabling them to carry on the execution of the 
trust reposed in them by Parliament, for the general benefit 

of 
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of learning and useful knowledge, and for the improvemenc of 
aits and manufadiures, as to the House shall seem meet. 

Tin's petition was first ordered to be referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole House ; but this day Sir Grey Cooper 
XBoved to refer it to the committee of supply. 

Mr. ffilkes. Before the petition of the trustees of the 
British Museum is referred to the committee of supply, I 
beg the indulgence of the House, to submit a few general 
ideas on that subjc6l, entirely independent of party or poli- 
tics. The encouragement of all useful knowledge, and the 
proteftion of the arts and sciences, appear to me. Sir, jusc 
olqedb of public regard, and highly deserving parliamen- 
tary attention, especially in this great commercial countiy. 
Among the many proofs of the improvement pf our national 
taste and love of polite literature, the establishment of the 
' British Museum claims the pre-eminence. It rose under 
the favourable auspices of this House ; has been carefully 
watched over by us ; and I hope will still continue to receive 
our friendly protediion and support. Various branches of 
learning have already derived singular advantages from that 
rich repository, and I think it niay be made yet more exten- 
sively useful to this kingdom. This, Sir, can only be done 
by this House, by parliamentary assistance. I shall at pre- 
sent confine myself to general ideas, and only throw out some 
hints for a future day's consideration. 

It seems to me, Sir, highly expedient, that the trustees of 
the British Museum should not only be enabled adequately 
to fulfil the objefts of their public trust, by making what is 
already collected as useful as possible to the nation, but still 
farther to extend the laudable purposes of their institution. 
Their present funds, we find by their petition, are incompe- 
tent even to the contradied plan now pursued. Ir is a ge- 
neral complaint, that the Museum is not sufficiently accessible 
to the public. This must necessarily happen from the defi- 
ciency of their revenues : the trustees cannot pay a proper 
number of officers and attendants. This will, to-aay, be in 
part the consideration of the committee into which the 
House will soon resolve itself. But, Sir, I wish tlieir plan 
much enlarged, especially on two important objedts, books 
and paintings. This capital, after so many ages, remains 
without any considerable public library. * Rome has the im- 
mense CQlle<5)ion of the Vatican, and Paris scarce yields to 
Ihe mistress of the world by the greamess of the King's li- 
brary ; they are both open at stated ciiBes, with every pro* 

per 
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per accommodation, to all strangers. London has no large^ 
public library. The best here, I believe, is the Roval So-* 
ciety's; but evert that is inconsiderable; neither is it c^n 
to the public, nor are the necessary conveniencies aflbrded 
strangers for reading or transcribing. The British Musedoiy 
Sir, IS rich in manuscripts, the Harleian collcftion, the Cpt- 
Ionian library, the coUeftion of Charles I. and many others, 
especially in our own history ; but it is wretchedly poor int 
printed bdoks. I wish, Sir, a sum was allowed by Parlia* 
ment, for the purchase of the most valuable editions of the 
best authors, and an 2t&, passed, to oblige, under a certain 
penalty, every printer to send a copy bound of every publi- 
cation he made, to the British Museum. Our posterity, by 
this, and other acquisitions, might perhaps possess a ntore 
valuable treasure than even the celebrated Alexandrian col- 
fedlion ; for notwithstanding that selfishness which marks the 

i present age, we have not quite lost sight of every beneficial 
prospedt for futurity. Considerable donations might like- 
wise, after such a san<Stion of parliamentary approbation, 
be expefled from private persons, who iti England, more than 
in any country of the world, have enlarged views for the 
generial good and glory of the state. 

The British Museum, Sir, possesses few valuable paintki^, 
yet we are anxious to have an English school of painters. IJf 
we expedt to rival the Italian, the Flemish, or even the 
French school, our artists must have before their eyes the 
finished works of the greatest masters. Such an opportu- 
nity, if I am rightly informed, will soon present itself. | 
understand that an application is intended to be made to 
Parliament, that one of the first colleftions in Europe, that 
at Houghton, made by Sir Robert Walpole, of acknow- 
ledged superiority to most coUcdlions in Italy, and scarcely- 
inferior even to the Duke of Orleans's, in the palais royal at 
Paris, may be sold : I hope it will not be dispersed, but 
purchased by Parliament, and added to the British Museum. 
I wish. Sir, the eye of painting as fully gratified as the ear 
of music is in this island, which at last bids fair to become a 
favourite abode of the polite arts. A noble gallery ought 
to be built in the garden of the British Museum, for the re- 
ception of that invaluable treasure. Such an important ac- 
quisition as the Houghton colleftion, would in some degree 
alleviate the concern which every man of taste now feels, at 
being deprived of viewing those prodigies of art, the Cartons 

of (be divine Aaphael. King William, although a Dutch- 
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man, reaHv loved and understood the polite arts. He had 
the fine feelings of a man of taste, as well as the sentiments 
of a hero. He built the princely suite of apartments at 
Hampton-courty on purpose for the reception of tliose hea- 
venly guests : the nation at large were then admitted to the rap- 
turous enjoyment of their beauties; they have remained 
there till this reign. At present, they arc perishing in a late 
iiaronet's smoky house*, at the end of a great smoky town. 
They are entirely secreted from the public eye ; yet, Sir, 
they were purchased with public money, before the acces- 
sion of the OTunswick line, not brought from HerrenhauseUi 
Can there be. Sir, a greater mortification to any English 
centieman of taste, than to be thus deprived of feasting his de- 
figbted view with what he most admired, and had always 
considered as the pride of our island, as an invaluable na- 
tional treasure, as a common blessing, not as private property ? 
The Kings of France and Spain permit their subjects the view 
of ail the pictures in their coUedions. 

A remarkable opportunity. Sir, of improving the national 
taste in painting, which was lately lost, I hope may now be 
recoverrf. The incomparable Sir Joshua Reynolds, and some 
other great painters, vvho do honour to our country, gene- 
rously oflered the late Bishop of London [Dr. Richard Ter* 
rick J t6 adorn the cathedral of St. Paul*s (a glorious monu- 
fiient of the magnificence of our ancestors), with some of 
their most valuable works ; but the proposition had to en- 
counter the absurd prejudices of a tasteless and ignorant pre- 
late, which were found to be insuperable. We have the 
:satisfa£tion at present, of having in the see of London a gen- 
tleman [Dr. Robert Lowth], not only of solid piety, but of 
the soundest learning, and of exquisiie classical taste. I hope 
;at such a favourable moment, the proposition will be renewed 
and accepted. 

As almost all arts and sciences have a connexion with each 
other, they will likewise give each other mutual assistance ; 
and the beautiful art of engraving, which is now carried 
umong us to an astonishing degree of perfedion, will come 
to the aid of her sister, painting. We have shewn our atten- 
tion to that art this very session. I hope hereafter, even in 
thtscold^ raw climate, to be warmed with the glowing co>- 



* Sir Charles Sheffield's house^ in St. James's Park, now 
called the Queea*s Palace. 
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lours 6f our own Gobelin's tapestry, and I wish erictouragc- 
ment was gi »^en by Parliament to thai nobl6 vristrraf3tSt\ire^ 
■which in France almost rivals the powers of painting. The 
important advantages of such a commerce, too, we mdtf fearn 
from^our neighbours, 

I am not alarmed, Sir, at the great cxpencc which some 
gentlemen seem to dread, as the inevitable consequence of 
-what I have mentioned. The treasures of a state arc weB 
employed in works of national magnified !ce. The power 
and wealth of ancient Greece were most seen and admired in 
the splendour of the temples, and other sublime struSures of 
Pericles. He boasted, that every art would he exerted^ 
every hand employed, every citizen in the pay of the state, 
and the city not only beautified, but maintained by itself. 
The sums he expended on the public buildings at Athens, in 
the most high and palmy state of Greece, after their bril- 
liant vi£lories over the Persians, diffused riches and plenty 
among the people at that time, and will be an eternal monu- 
ment of the glory of that powerful republic. The Parthe- 
non only, or temple of Minerva, which is said to be the most 
beautiful piece of antiquity now remaining in the world,- 
and is of the purest white marble, cost, with its statues ^nd 
sculptures, above 1000 talents, near 200,ocol. 

One observation here, Sir, naturally occurs, which jus- 
tice to the trustees of the British Museum demands. No 
public money has ever been more faithfully, more frugally 
applied to the purposes for which it has been given, than whac 
they have received. Perhaps the trustees of the British Mu- 
seum are the only body of men who have never been sus- 
pedled of want either of fidelity or economy. I think, 
therefore, we may safely trust them farther ; nor pcnuriously, 
but largely, especially when their accounts are so frequently 
submitted jo our examination. 

Learning, Sir, and the polite arts, have scarcely more 
than three enemies, ignorance and stupidity always, super- 
stition often. The noble lord with the blue ribbon [Lord 
North] who is at the head of the finances of this- country, 
possesses wit, genius, a great deal of true taste, and a very 
cultivated understanding. The most, important establish- 
ment of this kingdom, in taste and literature, now supplicates 
his assistance and prote£tion ; and I trust the arts wiU find ia 
him a generous benefadtor and a powerful protedtor. 
. As soon as the House went into the committee of supplr^ 
Sir Grey Cooper moved, tliat the sum of 3000I. be granted to 
* the 
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the trustees of the British Museum, to enable them t6 perform 
the trusts vested in them by several a£ts of Parliaraeuc. , 

Mr. Burke observed, that the House had of late shewn a . 
most generous and giving disposition, both of their own and 
the bublic money ; probably they remained still in the same 
good temper. To make a trial of that, he begged leave to 
amend the honourable gentlemanV motion, and instead of 
3000I. insert 5000I. Parliament had been liberal of late^ 
not of single thousands, or hundreds of thousands, but miU 
lions, granted for slaying their brethren and feliow-subjedls 
in America ; and surely they would not be more backward to 
encourage and prote6l the liberal and polite arts, than to for- 
"ward the destru6lion of their species, and efFeft all those hor- 
rid mischiefs which are the inevitable consequences of civil 
war. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Wilkes ; but the ques- 
tion being put on Sir Grey Cooper's motion, the committee 
divided. Ayes 74, noes 00. 

Jpril 29. 

Mr. fFilkes made his annual motion respefting the Mid- 
dlesex eleftion, which he introduced with the following 
speech : 

Mr. fVilkes, The important rights of eleflion in the peo- 
ple are so deeply interested in the question which I think it 
my duty to move again to this House, that no apology can 
be necessary for my embracing this, and every opportunity 
which the forms of Parliament permit, of bringing this busi- 
ness again to our consideration. 

Every elector in the kingdom. Sir, was ii^ured by the re- 
solution of the last Parliament, in the case of the Middlesex 
elections. A fatal precedent is thereby created, of making an 
incapacity by a vote of this House, whereby the law of the 
land, and common right, rendered the party eligible. The words 
of the resolution of the 17th of February, 1769, are, ** That 
John Wilkes, Esquire, having been in this session of Parlia- 
ment expelled this House, was, and is incapable of being 
ele(^ed a member to serve in this present Parliament.'* — By 
this arbitrary and capricious vote, the House established an 
incapacity unknown to the laws of the land. It is a di- 
re£l assuming of the whole legislative power, and gives to the 
resolution of one House the virtue of an a(Sl of the entire le- 

g 'stature to bind the whole.. The King, the Lords, the 
ommons of the realm, sjjfFer alike from this usurpation, 
'which effedlually destroys both the form and essence of this 

K 2 free 
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free constitution. The right of representation is taken away. 
It is difficult, Sir, to decide whether the despotic Ixxly 6( 
men which composed the last rotten Parliament, intend^ by- 
the whole of their conduft in the Middlesex eleflioris," to cut 
tip by the roots our most invaluable franchises and privileges, 
or only to sacrifice to the rage of an incensed court one ob- 
noxious individual. In either case, the rights of the natioa 
were betrayed by that Parliament, and surrendered into tlie 
hands of the minister. 

We arc, Sir, the guardians of the laws. It is onr duty to 
oppose all usurped power in the King, or the Lords. We iare 
criminal when we consent to the exercise of any illegal power^ 
inuch more when we either exercise or solicit it ourselves. 
This the late House of Commons did, in the address to hfs 
Majesty to dispense with the laws, by issuing a proclamation 
for the apprehending of two persons, not felons, but honest 
laborious printers, Whcble and Thomson, in 17,71'; yet 
that very House of Commons are spoken of here withgrcat 
applause. Gentlemen, Sir, look much displeased. "Inere 
IS not, however, Sir, I am satisfied, one gentleman of tlie 
law who will not get up in his place, and justify that illegal 
proclamation, which was protested against in this douse by 
some of the ablest lawyers among us before it issued, and has 
since been universally condemned. It was by me set aside ju- 
dicially, and a man apprehended under that royal proclamation 
discharged. 

I observe. Sir, on all occasions, a tenderness for the pro- 
ceedings of that Parliament, which it in no respcdl merited. 
If, however, they had l)een guilty of no other outrage aeainst 
the freedom of the subject, this alone, respefting the Middle- 
sex elefllon, by which the constitution is overturned, was 
sufficient for their full disgrace in the annals of our country .u 
The present question has been fully debated twice in this Par- 
liament, many times in the last House of Commons, and I 
believe every precedent quoted which could be produced, 
from times the most favourable as well as the most liostile to 
liberty ; from the remarkable case of WdUaston, in the reign" 
of King William, to that no less celebrated one of Walpole^ 
in the latter end of Queen Anne. Ah archangel descended 
among us, vi^uld scarcely give a new, original idea oh this 
^ubjcCT. I shall therefore reserve myself, Siri for the reply^ ' 
if I hear any material objeftion to the motion which I shall 
have the honour of submitting to this House. I can foresee^ 
only one objedlidn, which I shall endeavour to obviate; and* 

1 hope' 
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rhoFpeth'e House will think that delicacy ought to yield to 
justice. 

Gentlemen, I observe, have scruples of rescinding former 
resolutidns; not knowing, they say, where such a pra£lice ' 
may stop. It is a scruple, in my opinion, very ill-founded. 
The first great objedl is truth, and we riught to follow where 
that leadis. If the last Parliament have a£led wrong, let us 
reform their errors. If they have established a wicked 'prece* 
dent, we ought to reverse it. If we have ourselves commiiied 
injustice, let us afford all the reparation in our power. \Ve 
have given the world a remarkable instance of our repentance 
this very session, in the case of Mr. Rumbold and Mr. Syker.' 
The ltd of November last, the order to the attorney-general 
to prosecute Thomas Rumbold Esq. and Francis Svkes, Es(}.. 
9S principal prcunoters and suborners of corrupt and wiHul 
perjury at tl^e eleflion for Shaftesbury, was discharged, on 
die motion of as respedlable a gentleman * as ever sat in Par- 
liament. That order, however, was made by ourselves in the 
very last session, on the 14th of February preceding the re- 
versal. 

. I have not yet, Sir, an inclination to quit the company of 
Messrs. Sykes and Rumbold. Their cpse will serve me far- 
ther in my reasonings. It is a strong argument against ex- 
pulsion, necessarily including incapacitation. I will suppose. 
Sir, that instead of the House having determined, in April 
1*775, "^ ^'^^ ^""^^ session of the present Parliament, that nei- 
ther of those two gentlemen, on account of their notc.rious 
bribery and corruption at Shaftesbury, were duly elected, it 
had then been voted chat they were guilty of being the princi* 
pal promoters and suborners of wilful and corrupt perjury ; a 
resolution the House did acSlually come to fn F'ebruary 1776; 
and in consequence of so black a crime, they had been expell- 
ed. Subornation of wilful and corrupt perjury, is surely a 
more atrocious sin, and more merits expulsion, t .an the 
writing a libel. Afterwards, lejt me likewise suppose the 
^ouse change their opinion, and find they proceeded without 
sufficient evidence ; :v resolution the House did a£tually come 
to in November 1776. By the courtly, but unparliamentary 
dodlrine now pretended to be established, that expulsion 
nieans incapacitation, you would not have it in your power to 
restore them' to their seats, although you were' perfedlly con- 
vinced of iheir innocence. Justice would call aloud upon you 

— , J ^ , — . — , 
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to do it, because it. appeared that no legal proof, no sufficient 
isvidence, was given, on which you had founded so rash, so 
unjustifiable a judgment ; but the cries of justice would little 
avail with a venal senate against ministerial despotism, or z 
royal edift, in the form of a parliamentary resolution. My 
first expulsion, Sir, in January 1764, was for being the author 
of the North Briton, No. 45.' Where is, to this liour, the le- 
gal proof by the oaths of twelve of my countrymen to be found 
of that charge ? I have never even been tried on that accusa- 
tion, A court of law determined on a diflFerent charge, that 
of the re-publication ; a charge which might have been brought 
against five hundred oth^r persons. 

As little delicacy, Sir, has been shewn by us to the a6ls 
of former Parliaments as to our own resolutions. Have we 
manifested any tenderness to the memory of the first Parlia- 
ment which was called in his present Majesty's reign ? That 
Parliament declared, and declared truly, in the civil list a<3, 
that 8oo,oool. was " a competent revenue for defraying the 
expences of his Majesty's civil government, and supporting 
- the dignity of the Crown of Great Britain." Within, 
these few days we declared, that 8oo,oool. was not a compe- 
tent sum, and ** th^t for the better support of his Majesty's 
household, and of the honour and dignity of the Crowti, 
there be granted to his Majesty, during his life, out of the 
aggregate fund, the clear yearly sum of 1 00,000 1. to 
commence from the 5th of January 1777, over and above 
the yearly sum of 8oo,OOOl. granted by an adl made in the 
first year of his Majesty's reign." If the sum of 8oo,OOoL 
was competent to these great pui poses, we had no right to 
vote more of the people's money. We were improvident, 
and prodigal trustees for the nation, not to use a more harsh 
expression. We likewise voted the last week, above 6oo,oool. 
as the last Parhament had above 500,000!. much above a 
million in all, on the same pretext of paying the debts of the 
King, when his Majesty had enjoyed a competent revenue of 
8oo,OOOl. clear of all deductions and contingencies ; and 
those debts'were of the most suspicious nature, even as to the 
independency of this House. Let us not therefore, Sir, af- 
feft more tenderness for the last Parliament in so flagrant an 
instance of injustice as the case of the Middlesex eledlion, 
than we have shewn to them, and to ourselves too, in other 
respefls. We ought, if we are men of honour and principle^ 
to do justice to all the eledlors of tliis kingdom, and by a 
formal repeal, to make satisfaction .to those zealous 4efendert' 

of 
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of liberty, the spirited freeholders of this injured and in- 
sulted country. I desire. Sir, tp recall to the memory of ma- 
ny gentlemen, what passed in this House the last Parliament^ 
on one of the great debates respcAing the Middlesex elci^ions. 
A noble lord, the darling of his country, as well as the fa- 
vourite of our army, whose memory is dear 10 every Eng- 
lishman, for he joined to the bravery of Caesar all the miW 
and gentle qualities of our English hero, Edward the Black 
Prince ; that noble lord. Sir, stood up in his place here, and 
solemnly asked pardon of his country for having, as he said, 
wouudol the constitution, and violated the rights and privi- 
leges of this kingdom, by voting as he had done in this House 
in the business of the Middlesex ele6lions. He did not stop 
there. He was anxious to make public reparation for a mis- 
taken opinion, but of such moment ; and he afterwards joined 
the opposition in an important question respedling the discon- 
tents of the •people on this very subjedt. We may all. Sir, 
imitate the love of justice and candour, if we caunot reach 
the high courage, of that illustrious, immortal charadler, the 
late Marquis bf Granby. 

While the resolution which I have mentioned is suffered to 
continue on our Journals, I shall believe, Sir, that theeledlive 
rights of the nation lie at the mercy of the minister, that is 
in fa6l, of the Crown ; that the dignity and independency of 
Parliament are in danger of being entirely destroyed. It is 
evident, that no gentleman now holds his seat by the choice 
of his constituents, but only by the good-will, and at the 
pleasure, of the minister, or by the royal permission. The 
tenure is equally precarious and unjust, for the constitution 
has clearly lodged in the people the power of being repre* 
sented in this House by the man who is the objeft of their 
choice. A committee can never have but that single question 
to determine, provided the party is by law eligible, and has 
pursued only those methods which are warranted by law. I 
will seize every opportunity of importuning, of conjuring the 
House, if they have any reverence for the laws, utterly to 
rescind this unconstitutional and iniquitous resolution. We 
owe it to the present, and to every future age, and therefore I 
move, " That the resolution of the House of the lyih of Fe- 
bruary, 1769, that * that John Wilkes, Esquire, having been, 
in this session of Parliament, expelled this House, was, 
3hd is, incapable of being elefted a member to serve in this 
present Parliament/ be expunged fronj the Journals of this 

K 4 HQvi^e^ 
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House, as being subversive of the wbole body qf eleflors of 
this kingdom.** 

There was no reply. The question was immediately cal- 
led for, and the House divided < for the question 84> against ' 
it 140. 

Motion for the second reading a bill for enabling his Ma«^ 
jesty to license a playhouse in the towii of Birmingham* ' 
: Sir fVilliam Bagot saic^ he opposed the motion, because he. 
' disliked licensed theatres in inanufadluring towns, and the fa- 
tal tendency of having theatres indiscriminately established 
throughout the kingdom. And he drew a pi(Sure of a variety oi 
mischiefs which might ensue in such a town as Birmingham, 
from Mr. Yates's having a power to a£l there, and defy tUe 
power of magistracy, urging, that forcing of tickets upoft thp 
'forking manufacturers, in lieu of wages, had already been 
practised to such a shameful degree, that a magistrate, sipce 
dead, [Mr. Wbrley Birch] who was himself systemaltically a 
man of pleasure, admired plays, and was fond of aftors and 
adresses, had at one tinie found it necessary to interfere, and 
inform the aftors, even though they were his favourites, Uiat 
it' he heard any more of such pernicious practices, he would 
not suffer them to play there again. Sir William further 
said, that once they were sent out of town, and that they 
were not permitted to adl in Birmingham again for three suc- 
cessive vears. He observed, that the answer to hini would 
be, ** 'That it was improper to trust the case in the hands of 
magistracy ; when it was notorious that there had been two 
unlicensed theatres suffered to be open at once for the 
two last summers." In reply to this he had to state the; 
fa£l-r-there was no magistrate then near Birmingham ; Mr, 
Worley Birch was too much indisposed to attend to business for 
some time previous to his death, and, since that event, no. 
new commission had been sent down till the spring of 1776, 
when the King-street company of players, who were prepar- 
ing to a£l, were prevented from so doing by the new mag^-' 
strate. Sir WiHiam dwelt for some time on the bad conse- 
quences of forcing tickets on the poor mechanics, and de- 
clared it was not only owing to their immediate masters, but . 
also to the employers of those masters, the fa6lors for foreign 
countries, who obliged the masters to put off what number 
they thought proper. In order still more to enforce his argu- 
ments on this head, he drew a melancholy pidlure of the., 
distresses of the poor people after they had received the ticket's, *" 
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shewing die difliculties they labour under, even to re-obtain 
half-price for them, and asserting, that they were frequently 
obli^ to send their children to tlie avenues of the theatre to 
sell them for what they co«ld get, and that the gentlemen 
who could pass through such a range of unfortunate beings, in 
their way to the theatre, without feeling for their distress, 
must love tragedies better than he did. By way*of proving 
the fatal tendency of establishing tlicatres indiscriminately 
in any kingdom. Sir William adverted to the times of the 
Romans, when he declared the giving theatres was the cause 
of the decline of the state ; he declared, that to add to the 
dissipation of the people was alwayj the maxim adopted by 
those who meant to etislave them, and that the common means 
- of fixing slavery on any people was by giving theatres. He 
bid the House recoiled): the ancient medals, on the reverse of 
which was a theatre, with the words Ludi institutu These, 
he said, were melancholy instances of the truth of what he 
had asserted, as it appeared from the words round the edges 
of such medals, tliat the Romans were also obliged to establish 
jgranaries of corn; and to give the people bread at the same 
time; this latter he feared would be the next step with Bir- 
mingham, if the House gave them a theatre. Here Sir Wil- 
liam introduced a kind of apostrophe on the subjeCt of the Ro- 
man medals* appealing to the House how much more glorious 
It was to cast medals on any conquest, and how much better the 
inscriptions of De Getmanisy or De Britanms, appeared, than 
that of Ludi institute From this digression he returned to bis 
main subje(Sl,imd remarked, that Birmingham was a village; 
that it had^ from the industry and abilities of its inhabitants 
•grown into a large town ; its glory, however, was in its vil- 
lage situation, and he wished it to retain it ; he wanted not to 
see it ornamented with any royal trinkets, no royal charter, 
no royal incorporation, no royal theatres. And why, when 
the sense of the inhabirants was clearly against a limited the- 
atre, should the House force one upon them ? Why also give 
• it to Mr. Yates, who had professedly oroken the law for five 
and twenty years? There was, indeeii, one reason: Mr. 
Yates had sent a card to every member, with his compliniems, 
and begged their support of the Bill. Mr. Yates's compli- 
ments! The Speaker, he doubted not, l>ad received one; 
he hoped he would attend to it properly. Sir William ended 
with intrrating, that every gentleman woul^d remember Mr 
Yates's compliipents I 

Mr, 
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Mr. James Luttrell agreed with Sir William Bagor, that 
the bill ought to be thrown out ; said the pradlice of forcing 
tickets upon the workmen, instead of money to support their 
families, was very iniquitous, and that unless the players 
could be turned out of the town,, it would be impossible ta 
prevent those crimes ; that many complaints required redress, 
which could not be obtained if the theatre was licensed, and 
said it would be very dangerous for Parliament to point out, 
and for his Majesty to countenance, any description of talents 
aind merit, which did not contribute to benefit the manufac- 
tories : he spoke warmly against Mr. Yates, the petitioner ; 
said the petition was impudence, and the application ingrati- 
tude ; therefore, if discretionary powers ought to be given to 
any man, Mr. Yates was the last person Birmingham covlld 
approve of, or that the House could with decency admit of. 

Mr. Fox obje£ted to the asperity of the terms used by the . 
honourable gentleman who spoke last, as improper for the 
place, the subje6l, and the person to whom they were applied. 
He said, he ha J always retained a grateful sense of the enter- 
tainment he had received from acSors of Mr. Yates's acknow- 
ledged merit ; and that he could perceive nothing in his con^ 
duS, on the present occasion, sufficient to justify such epi- 
thets as that gentleman had used. If the party to whom they 
were applied, had been in a higher rank, it would, to say n<> 
worse, have been extremely indecent to have so treated him ; 
and it must be very unpleasant and mortifying to any man. 
He therefore thought it extremely wrong, and could not be 
a silent auditor of such severities against a person who had 
onlv exercised that right which every other man had, of ap- 
plying to Parliament. He declared himself for the second 
reading of the bill, and sending it to a committee, when tho 
true sense of the inhabitants might probably be coUe6led. 
If any thing could be decided, one way or the other, hp 
thought the probability was, that the majority of the inhabi- 
tants were in favour of the bill, from the open and continued 
encouragement they h^d given to theatrical entertainments 
for such a number of years back. In his opinion, dramatic 
exhibitions had their use every where, and often drew the at- 
tention of the common people, and prevented them from^ 
wasting their time and money in employments of a much 
more dangerous and pernicious nature. In general, they 
tended to civilize and polish the manners of nations; and sq 
far were the institutions of theatres from being the fore-run- 
xjers of slavery f ox the badges of despotism> that they were 
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most encouraged, and flourished best, in free states. He 
was witty on what had fallen from Sir William Bagot rela- 
tive to the Roman medals. He said, he had much rather see 
such medals now struck, than political medals; for that 
there could be no disgrace in shewing by the words ludi in- 
stituu^ that our manners were polished ; but that there might 
be some in having medals with the inscription De Britannis 
Colonisj which would tend to throw a ridicule on our late 
glorious campaign in America. 

Mr. Dempster enforced the hint thrown out by Mr. Fox, 
that the sense of the town of Birmingham had not yer been 
taken. He jocosely remarked, that he thought it no impro- 
per familiarity in Mr. Yates to send cards to any member, 
with his compliments, desiring his support of the bill, which 
had been mentioned with some degree of contempt by Sir 
William Bagot. Mr. Dempster said, it would have been 
more familiar, and perhaps would have given less offence, if 
die card had been from Mr. and Mi*s. Yates. As to tlie point 
in question, it was evident there always had been, and still 
would continue to be, theatrical representations at Birming- 
Jiam ; therefore, it was certainly better to legalize them, ar.d 
put them under the inspefiion and jurisdi£tion of the proper 
officer, than to leave it to the discretion of^a private magi- 
strate to check their irregularities. The Lord Chamberlain 
would regulate a licensed theatre, and upon any just com* 
plaint of the inhabitants, suspend the license. 

Sir Henry Gough living near the town of Birmingham, he 
bad frequent opportunities of hearing the most melancholy 
complaints against the oppression of forcing the poor work- 
men to take tickets for the players' benefits ; that since there 
bad been two rival theatres, the evil had been greatly in- 
creased, and that it was high time to put a stop to it. The 
bill depending, so far from applying a remedy, would esta- 
blish, and in some measure authorize, tlie hardship. There 
was no necessity Birmingham should have any theatre at all ; 
a strolling company might now and then come there, but the 
magistrates would judge if it was proper for them to perform 
or not ; aiKi having no fixed residence or protedlion, they 
could have no pretence for the shameful method of distressing 
the poor by benefit tickets. He was therefore against the 
second reading of the bill. 

Right Hon. T. Townshend bestowed great encomiums on 
d)e talenits of Mr. Yates as an adtor ; acknowledged his hav- 
ilig frequently received great pleasure from his representa- 
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tions; and thought it was impTX)per to treat him severely for 
his apph'qation to the House for a bill to enable him to enter-b 
tain the people of Birminj^ham according to law ; but yet he 
iriust, though witli reluctance, in this case give his vote 
against the Second reading of the bill ; for it was clear to him/ 
that there should be no theatres allowed by law in any roanu- 
fafturing towns. He had heard from very good authority, 
that the theatre licensed at Manchester, in consequence of a 
similar application to Parliament, had done a great deal of 
miscliief already : nor could it be wondered at, if we con- 
sider what pieces are sometimes represented, whfch, not beings 
new, are not subjcdl to the control of, the Lord Chamber- 
lain ': the Beggar's Opera, for instance, which had brought 
more unhappy people to the gallows, than any one thing fte 
could name. As to the country gentlemen, surely this ifrasl 
not such an age of domestic retirement, but what they might 
find sufficient amusement in visiting their neighbours in the 
summer, without wanting to frequent a theatre. Theafialrof 
the tickets, he observed, was become an intolerable oppres- 
sion ; for it was not always the master manufafturer Who 
compelled his workmen to take them ; it was the agents from 
foreign countries, who forced the masters to take theiH, or 
threatened to carry their orders elsewhere if jhey refused. 
Considering then the circumstances of Birmingham as a great 
manufadluring and trading town, depending on the industry 
and frugality of the poorer class of people, he was of (^ini<u| 
it would be highly improper to license any theatte there. 

Mr. Burie spoke next ; and after exculpating Mr. Yates 
from the charge of impudence, in his application to the H6use» 
declared it to be the right ot every subjedt to petition Parlia* 
ment in any case, where the legislature coiild be of use to 
him. It rested with Parliament to receive or rejcdl his peti- 
tion ; but certainly he ought not to be treated with severity, 
so that he should go from the House in a worse situation thani 
he came to it. As to the opprolirious epithets used in old ads 
of Parliament against unlicensed players, he was sorry to say 
they partook of the savage temper of the times in which they 
were made. The profession was a liberal one, and, under 
proper limitations, highly useful ; and, therefore, he wished 
to scQ tho^ whose abilities gave rational entertainment to the 
public, treated with decent respeft. If unlicensed players 
were deemed vagabonds, si!ireiy Mr. Yates was justifitible m 
attempting to obtain the sanation of the law for his personi 
and for his entertainments^ which the people of Bfrminghan^ 
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9eeiQ to have been fond of for so many years. He thought 
the personal charadler of Mr. Yates had nothing to do with 
fjic que^ion. He then corre<Sled Sir WiUiam Bagot in point 
of chronology, remarking, that theatres were instituted at 
the time when the Roman republic was in the most flou- 
rishing state; that civil libeity encouraged this rational 
eotertainrment ; and it was only on the principle that no man 
should be compelled even to pleasure, that he should oppose 
the bill, because it was evident to him that a very great ma* 
jcMrity of the inhabitants were against it. He mentioned Sir * 
WiiUiam Bagot's wish, that Birmingham might remain in its 
village state; and took notice of the politics of the times, 
which lie feared would gratify the gentleman*s wishes ; for 
instead of improving villages, and converting them into large 
downs, he said, tlie wretched measuiies we had been pursuing 
fiac sometime, it was to be feared, would soon reduce our 
great trading towns to obscure villages. Birmingham* might 
very soon have no theatre, no manufa£lures, nor any magi- 
strates. 

Mr. Wilkes went iitto the Roman History, and maintained 
fi'om thence, that the time when theatres were most encou- 
raged,, was the very period when Rome enjoyed her civil li- 
berty in its greatest perfcftion. Lelius and Scipio, the 
friends and protedlors of the liberties of the Romans, were 
Tike wise the patrons of Terence. In the free states of Greece, 
theatres flourished earlier than at Rome. It is a rational en- 
tertainmc^nt, and the gentleman who mentioned tlie Beggar's. 
Opera, should have added, that in the same theatre the Con- * 
scious Lovers and Cato are performed : and I appeal to all 
the gentlemen who have seen the representation of Macbeth, 
if they do not think it must have a greater effeft to prevent 
the horrid crime of murder, than all the sermons that have 
been preached since the l)eginning of the world. With re- 
speS to the magistrates of Birmingham, I must observe, Sir, 
that they have no power but what they derive from the laws ; 
and in permitting unlicensed players to perform for so many 
years, they were guilty ot a breach of their duty : they sus- 
pended the laws; an offence for which one of tlie Stuarts was 
obliged to leave this country. The application from Mr. 
Yates is a very proper one, that he may be supported in his 
profession by the laws ; and notwithstanding all that has been 
said against having theatres at Birmingham, I still think the 
> people will be better employed at- the playhouse than in ale- 
houses and gin-shops... As to the majority, too mucfi stress is 
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laid upon them ; if 50,000 of the inhabitants of Birminghans 
are against having any theatre at all, is this a good foundation^ 
in a land of freedom, for debarring the other io,OOQ from the 
enjoyment of a rational amusement, for which 'they have a 
strong inclination? Surely it cannot, it ought not. As to 
the abuse with respeft to benefit tickets, it may be provide 
against in the progress of the bill ; I am therefore for ^he se-^ 
cond reading. ^ 

Mr. James Luttrell to explain, said, that Mr. Yates's cha- 
» rafter was a very material and necessary objecSl of considera-* 
tion ; for that the bill applied to take powers out of the re- 
^ spedlable hands of the magistrates, who must have the peace 
and prosperity of the town and manufadtures at heart ; and 
that to vest those powers in the hands of a- man who shewed 
contempt for the inhabitants, and was odious to them, would 
be a crime in the House; therefore, as a member pf it, he 
was fre^ to give his opinion of Mr. Yates's condudt. He 
maintained, that Mr. Yates's attempt to carry such a bill, in 
defiance of all the principal gentlemen, and most of the inha« 
hitants of Birmingham, was impudence, dnd paid no compli- 
ment to the integrity of Parliament; and that having re- 
ceived favours for twenty years, upon sufferance, shewed the 
height of ingratitude towards his benefadtors. 

Mr. ^o« J spoke against the bill, and replied to what Mr. 
Wilkes had said respecting a magistrate's suspending anaft of 
Parliament. He contended, that the honourable gentlenian 
was mistaken, in imputing a negledl of duty to the neighbour- 
ing magistrates, because they permitted unlicensed theatrical- 
representations, contrary to law. As a magistrate, the ho- 
nourable gentleman ought to have know\i belter. He ought 
to haveknown, that it is no part of the duty of a magistrate 
to aftin the first instance, but officially, on a complaint made, 
or information given. 

Mr. Harris closed the debate. He remarked, that almost 
every gentleman who had taktin a part in the debate, had 
complained of enormities having been pradfcised for upwards 
of twenty years in Birmingham, and yet that several gentle- 
men wished to throw out a bill calculated to corredt and re- 
strain similar enormities in future. He mentioned several of 
the ancient writers of an elder day than Terence, and after 
talking highly in praise of a well-regulated theatre, ended with 
urging ihe political necessity and propriety of passing the 
present bill into a law. 

The House divided, for the bill i^, against it 69. 
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Jpril 30. 
Hon. T. Luttrell said, he thought it for die credit of all 
parties, that strangers should be admitted under proper re- 
striftions ; candour, policy, gratitude, and duty to the peo- 
ple, whose representatives they were, called upon them to 
open their doors — so far as the confined limits of the House 
would admit of. There was, he insisted upon it, a constitu- 
tional right in their constituents to satisfy themselves how far 
their delpgates did, or did not, discharge the tryst reposed in 
them with firmness and fidelity, and to form some judgment 
whether their principles and legislative suffrages might merit 
a renewal of that trust on a future occasion. The persons 
solicitous to be present during the debates of Parliament, are, 
generally speaking, such as are more immediately interested 
in' the question under debate ; and he appealed to some of the 
ablest, and most diligent members of the Hous^, whether in 
former times they had not often been put in possession of mat- 
ters of fafl happily decisive of the business in issue, bv step- 
ping for a minute into the gallery. To fabricate and cna6t 
laws, especially of a penal nature, as most of those were 
which had lately passed the House of Commons, with a clan- 
destine privacy like Lettres d<f Catcket from the court of Paris, 
and thus take by surprize a subjccl whose liberty, and per- 
haps whose life, is affedlcd thereby, must, it stands to rea* 
son, in^ a free country like ours, be utterly repugnant to the 
vital principles of its constitution; he therefore should move, 
** A commitcee of the whole House, to consider the several 
orders relative to the exclusion of. strangers from the galle- 
ries." He said he was not partial to anv particular mode ; 
but hoped, after due deliberation, the House would adopt 
that which should reconcile the reasonable, the commendable 
curiosity of decent persons who wished to be present, with 
the commodiousness of the members themselves. Some rule 
might probably be approved of similar to the following: 
^* Any member of the House attending his duty in Parlia- 
ment, to be permitted, during the remainder of this session, 
to introduce, before four o'clock on each day of public busi- 
ness, one person into the gallery below the bars, on delivering 
at the Speaker's table, the name in writing of the person, so 
introduced, and thereunto subjoining his own name as respon- 
sible for such introdudlion"." The private business of the day 
was usually ended about four o'clock ; supposing three hun- 
dred members to be in the House by that hour, which was 
a greater number than he had ever seen during this session, 

and 
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and two hundred of those meet with so many friends, whose 
names they should write down for admittance into the gallery^ 
there would still remain seats enough within the bars for up* 
wards of one hundred members raore» who might arrive in 
the course of the evening ; that is, in case of an aidulatory ad* 
dress to the Crown, or an augmentation to the civil list re- 
venue ; for those were the only divisions he had seen in Par- 
liament when the company was so numerous ; and indeed 
some scores of the majority meipbers thought it soflScient If 
they repaired towards the close of the debate from the out* 
posts, and upon a forced march to the, standard of the mini- 
ster. Hence it was, that when the ayes and noes were finally 
cast up at eight or nine o'clock at night, there was sometimes 
a respecftahle attendance of near four-fifths of the whole body. 
Mr. Luttrel! said, he had been at the pains of measuring the 
seats, and if they would assign to strangers the entire gallery 
below the bars, there would yet be found near 800 feet of 
cushion for the easy accommodation of the members: he 
would not wish to limit eveiy senator to the mdasure com- 
plained of the evening before, as prescribed by Mr. and Mrs. 
Yates for the Birmingham theatre, which was only nine 
inches each person ; he would double that allowance, or even 
give twenty inches (which was about the size of the speaker's 
seat) to each member: a pampered prebend in a metropolitan 
stall asked no more, and it was within half a foot of the state 
chair in which his holiness of Rome' is carried, by way of an- 
niversary sacrament, to the summit of St. Peter's church, in 
all the plenitude of his divine vicegerency, to extinguish Heresy 
tinder the type of a lighted candle. When Sir John Cusc 
was speaker,' and during the great length of time that Mr* 
On^jlow presided, strangers were admitted even into the body 
of the House, while Lord Chatham has here delivered his 
sentiments on public affairs, with god like persuasion and 
eloquence. Strangers have been suffered to advance so far as 
beneath the rose which is in the centre of your roof; that 
rose which is now become, like the bloody ones of York or 
Lancaster, a symbol of state secrecy. To make its figurative 
import more perfefl:, I would have it painted white ; the 
white rose of the tenth of June should perpetuate the honour 
and virtue of our present ministers — with the arbitrary prin^ 
ciples of their cabinet junto and cabinet parliament. Mr. 
Luttrell added much more on the ground of the original 
rights of the people in this free country, to be present at the 
national debates canied on in their behalf by their delegated 
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in Parliaoient; and wished only to hare die advocates for 
the continuance of this calamitous civil war^ and those. who 
took the contrary side of the question, and reprobated the 
promoters of it, impartially listened to by their constituents 
without doors. No doubt the ministers would not obje6l to 
opening the doors on the day of the budget. For his part, 
next to the exclusion of strangers altogether, he thought no- 
thing so unadvisable in this business, as to admit strangers par- 
tially to hear mutilated debates, or artful,' dangerous, and 
wicked misrepresentations. He then made the motion before 
stated. 

Mr. fFilkes seconded the motion, but reserved his arguments. 
Right Hon. T. Towns Aend (not having observed Mr. 
Wilkes) seconded the proposal to go into a committee upon 
this interesting subje£b. As he had been a member of the 
tlouse during three Parliaments, he was master of the pre- 
cedents of former times, and the custom of Parliament, 
relative to the admission of strangers. He said, that sucli 
indulgence was reasonable, and even necessary, on consti« 
tutional principles ; and he never had been witness, till the 
present Speaker was^ in the chair, of their general orders there- 
upon being vigorously put in force. He wished theni to fol- 
low the example of the other House of Parliament, which had 
opened their door to strangers ; but yet, he added, that he 
had a kind of plebeian rusticity about him, which could ill 
Wobk the ungracious way of doing it with regard to the 
Commons. He was severe upon administration ; he said he 
could impute their repugnance at going into a committee to 
nothing but a glaring sense of their iniquity, and a conscious- 
ness that their deeds and political dodlrines would ill bear the 
light. 

Mr. TVilkes insisted upon what lie called the constitutional 
propriety of going into a committee of the House upon these 
rigid and unjustifiable orders on the Journal against the very 
creators of their authority ; and drew a picture of what he 
called the dark and bloody politics of the present junto of mi- 
nisters. 

Lord North took a view of all that had been advanced by 
the three gentlemen on die opposite side of the floor. He 
assured the honourable member who made the motion, that 
he by no means wished to open the doors on the day of the 
budget, nor at any other time. The day of the budget was 
to him a day of anxiety and labour, and not of exultation : 
•* sufficient for the day would be the evil thereof." He flat- 
YoL. VJ. L x^\^^ 



146 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 

tered himself, at all events, he should have hearers enough 
on that day, without admitting strangers into the gallery ; 
but he wished the honourable member would point out in 
what instance he had deceived Parliament, and misrepresented 
the state of this country, or of foreign powers, before he ad- 
vanced so harsh an insinuation. The honourable member 
had measured the size of the gentlemen belonging to the 
House, but he had not calculated so exaftly the size of con- 
stituents who were to be admitted into the gallery : he con- 
ceived they could only be the constituents of the honourable 
gentleman who spoke last [Mr. Wilkes] and the proposal was 
to restrain the indulgence to about 200 only, and all odicr 
constituents were, it seems, still to be kept out. He bdievej 
the House would be of his opinion, not to open the do6rs on 
any occasion, not even for the buclget ; though it was on very 
fair public ground that they had heretofore been admitted on 
that day. 

Mr. Luttreli to explain — He should be sorry if the Honse 
held him capable of advancing charges of a criminal nature, 
such as the noble lord had erroneously taken to himself^ 
without stating the fafts on which such charges were framed, 
much less would he leave the House with an impression, that 
those charges might have been intended for that noble lord, 
for whom ne had the respedt and deference due to his exalted 
station and pre-eminent talents ; but other ministers had so 
misrepresented the condition of your fleets and armies, and 
the resources of this country, as well as the policy and strength 
of their natural eftemies, and of our revolted fellow-subjedb 
(now fellow-subjefls no longer!) that, he conceived, he was 
fully authorized in candour, to apprehend that no very fair 
and authentic story would, upon the whole, compose the ap- 
proaching annual budget. He observed, that although only 
200 strangers might conveniently be admitted at the time, 
yet the indulgence would not be always confined to the same 
indrviduals ; on the contrary, many thousands might in the 
course of a session hear some part of the debates : he should 
have thought that the noble lord, who was present the pre- 
ceding evening when a question was agitated locally viSe&ing 
the county of Warwick, must have observed, that. the gal- 
lery was nearly filled, not with Middlesex voters, whom the 
noble lord seemed so averse to, but with persons from that 
part of England immediately interested, who had the satis- 
faftion to see both their knights of the shire zealously sup- 
porting the wishes of all the respc£table inhabitants in the 
■ ■ most 
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most popujoos and flourishing town of the county they reprc- 
senCt against a few presumptuous dramatic spccuiatists. 

Mr. Fqx expressed his hearty approbation of the motion, 
and was slad the honourable gentleman who introduced it had 
not urged an absolute discharge of the uniform and necessary 
orders of the House, established for good government and de« 
conim. He wished that the House would, as heretofore, de- 
cline to enforce those orders with such reprehensible rigour; 
and he was sure, that if a committee were to take it under 
candid consideration, some method might be devised fully to 
answer the end proposed. He took a view of Lord North's 
arguments. He dwelt on the expediency of letting in young 
men of parts and education, that they might cultivate and 
improve their understanding, and become early habituated 
Id the conducfl of state affiiirs, and to political argumenta- 
tion. 

Mr. Rtghy said, the honourable gentleman who spoke last 
was himself the strongest proof that a gallery lesson in politics 
was not necessary to form a perfedl statesman and orator ; 
for, if he recolleSled rightly, he was eledled into Parliament 
under the age of twenty-one, and before he returned home 
from his travels ; and certain it was, he could not have been 
much schooled in that gallery. He added, that his funda- 
mental maxim in politics was to be consistent throughout, 
and a<fl according to the best of his judgment. He thought 
k improper to let in strangers ; they had no business in the 
House at all ; and he had observed, that when they are thus 
indulged, scarce a day passes without some of the members 
being put to much inconvenience, and frequendy they have 
been pushed about and insulted. He always had voted 
against admitting strangers, and would always continue so to 
do. Even when it was a custom to let in strangers under 
certain restridlions, he had never brought in any body whom« 
soever, and never would, for his part, even should the like 
indulgence again take place. Some gentlemen were for let- 
ting in the eldest sons of members ; he had no eldest son ; 
many other gentlemen as well as him, were so unhappy as^ 
to have no eldest son ; were they therefore with propriety to 
be deprived of the benefit of such indulgence, if they chose 
to have their share of it ? Besides, the eldest son was not heir 
by birth to a seat in that House ; he miglit, possibly, nev^r 
have a seat there, except indeed where there were hereditary 
burgage tenures in the case. What good could result from 
strangers being in the gallery? Only to print speeclies in 
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newspapers of all sorts. He agreed with Mr. Townshend, 
that the Members of the House of Commons hadlittle rea-- 
son to be pleased with the stile and terms of their admission 
into the House of Peers : a line was drawn between com-* 
moners who are allied to the peerage, and all others of infe-* 
rior dignity. Lords' brothers and Lords' cousins ipight be 
accommodated behind the throne^ but the rest of that House 
must be content to stand below the bar, with an intolerable 
crowd of other persons, and with a risk of having their poc«< 
kets picked. He finished by declaring, that although be* 
disapproved of the motion now before the House, he would 
not be one of tho?e who would give his vote in favour of any 
positive resolution of Parliament, to exclude the people with- 
out doors totally ; and if the power could, be totally vested 
in the Speaker, and committed to his discretion, he might 
perhaps risk a little of the stridtness of his ruler's dodlrines. 

Sir William A/ere4it/i STiid, that none but -members ought to 
be present during the debates of that House; there were 
votes published under the Speaker's authority, which suffi- 
ciently declared the sense and determination of the House of 
Commons on every important question. The arguments, 
the motives, the policy and influence that might induce 
those decisions, were out of the pale of popular inquiry. 
The world at large, even our immediate constituents, had 
no just claim to be apprized of all the minutia of debate; 
but if gentlemen wished to let in strangers, they should 
first learn to preserve better temper, to lay aside inflammatory 
declamation, personal animosities, and indecent freedom of 
speech ; then perhaps all parties might coincide in an opinion 
to extend the indulgence that was now asked for, as far as it 
could go, without impeding the business of the nation, or 
molesting the members in the possession of their seats in the 
body of the House. 

The Speaker finished the debate, by calling on the House to 
insirudl him on this delicate occasion how he was to adl. He 
said, if it were to meet the sense of the House, and he could 
fee allowed to admit strangers impartially, and according to 
a general rule agreed on by all parties, he should be far, for 
his part, from having an objedion to such indulgence ; but 
he wished not to have a discretionary task assigned to him in 
an afFair of this kind, where he was apprehensive that the 
best-meant complacency, and unbiassed dispensation of his 
power, would fail of giving that unanimous satisfadtion 
which was th& first objeft of his ambition. 
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The nuiabers were eighteen for the motion, and eighty- 
five against it. 

Order of the day to receive the report from the committee 
for allowing lumber to be carried to the West India islands. 

Sir fVilliam Meredith moved three resolutions in the com- 
mittee, in order to give some relief to the West Indies ; ist. 
To carry lumber dire£Hy from the Baltic ; 2d, To enable the 
King's commissioners to grant licenses to British ships, to 
carry lumber and provisions from New- York ; and 3d, To 
grant bounties on lumber imported into the West Indies from 
Canada, Nova Scotia, and the island of St. John's. [See last 
Volume, page 274.] 

Lord North objefled to the two first, but assented to the 
•last ; his lordship pointing out the danger of suspending the 
navigation aft, and opening a door for smuggling all sorts of 
manu&dlures from all parts of Europe into our colonies ; and 
that it was unnecessary to have an aft of Parliament to open 
the port of New- York, because the King's commissioners 
had a power to declare the whole province at the King's 
peace, when it became necfessary so to do. 

Sir fViUiam Meredith contended, that, if our armies got 
possession of the Delaware and Hudson's rivers, our West In- 
dies might get immediate supply, though it might be a long 
time before the commissioners might think proper to de- 
clare the people at the King's peace. New- York it.self had 
been long in our possession, and with the power now desired, 
the commissioners might have sent relief to the islands, with- 
out declaring the province at the King's peace. IJiat, the 
danger of smuggling manufaftures from the Baltic was tri- 
fling, if compared to the loss our trade does and will sustain 
by the distress and poverty of the West Indies. The naviga- 
tion aft being already suspended by the restraining bill, in 
order to distress the rebels on the continent, it was strange 
not to suspend it also, for the sake of relieving our loyal 
and distressed fellow-subjefts in the islands. That the 
African trade was all but lost, for want of regular pay- 
ments from the West Indies, which could not be made, oa 
account of the losses sustained by the American privateers, the 
advanced price of freight and insurance, and above all, the 
exorbitant price of lumber and provisions. That thus, ina- 
bility to trade with this country would still be increased, if 
"riic diflBculty of obtaining lumber should render it impossible 
IP «CBd their produce home to Europe j cultivation itself must 
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cease. Above three hundred families, who lived here in 
affluence, had quitted the country, on whom various trades 
in this metropolis depended for their chief support. He said, 
that the last resolution to grant bounties, would be incScStuA 
without the others; for though something might be got from 
Canada, Nova Scotia, and St. John's, yet no eflFeftual supply 
could be expeSed from those places. The navigation to Can 
nada was open but once a year, and that at a time when lum- 
ber was not wanted ; that the higher prices would be su£Bci- 
ent to bring it from Nova Scotia and St. John's without any 
bouncy ; but several ships had gone to those parts, and could 
get no lumber atany price whatever. Therefore, should not 
assent to that proposition without the others, as it would prove 
inadequate and delusive. 

Mr. Bayly observed, that by Lord North's refusing to grant 
the license for staves and other lumber to be exported from 
New- York, he thereby denied the whole relief which this 
bill was meant to give to the West India colonies ; for as to 
granting bounties, they would do very little service, espe- 
cially as the noble lord had now said they would be but small, 
and granted for two years only (though we were given to un- 
derstand at first, that these bounties were to be considerable, 
and continued for some time, without which indeed it cannot 
be expefted to be of the least use) so that unless the reso- 
lution for granting such licenses were admitted, all hopes of 
benefit from the bill would prove delusive and vain ; he 
tlierefore left the noble lord to refiefl, how this treatment to 
the West Indies must appear, when it was known that he had 
added this fresh instance of cruelty to the many other oppres- 
sioris and distresses which his lordship had already brought 
upon the unhappy inhabitants of those colonies. And as a 
farther proof of which, he begged to recall to the memory of 
the House, the evidence which had been given in the clearest 
terms by Mr. Ellis and Mr. Walker, [see volume I. page 
327] and how ably the fdtal consequences^had been pointed 
out to them by that great and good man, Mr. Glover, 
[see volume I. page 357] whose predidtions had hither- 
to been verified in every instance ; nay, matters* had even 
proved worse, for excepting a few West-India gentlemen, 
who are possessed of very opulent fortunes, and had pro- 
videntially laid up somethmg here out of their income, the 
rest were gone back to their ruined estates in the utmost 
despair ; and the destmdlion it had made anriongst our mer- 
chants, the Gazette gave us but too melancholy proofc 

of; 
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of; besides which, ' many opulent houses had stopped, tho' 
their capitals were great and undoubted. Indeed the hard- 
ships of the West India colonies, and every one concerned 
therewith, were too gloomy and numerous to be now related. 
He said, he had not asked any body to attend this business, 
nor'-were there scarce any of the gentlemen who owned West 
Indra estates present, welUknowing that it was in vain to ex- 
pedl any thing from the House, but what the noble lord 
chose to grant ; and therefore he must leave it to his deter- 
flditiation, who, as he had already gained the merit of having 
lost North America, might now reap the glory of totally ruin« 
ing, and by that means losing, the West Indies also. He 
called upon the noble lord to cite a single instance of pro* 
teflion or assistance that government had afforded the West 
Indies during this unhappy contest with the Americans, and 
named the conduft of the captains of men of war (who were 
meant, and ought to have taken care of the merchant ships) 
for that of all the convoys from Jamaica, not one of the men 
of war had yet brought home one ship safe ; and that out of 
the last July fleet, more than one quarter part were taken by 
the American privateers, owing entirely to the negledl of the 
men of war. He concluded with saying, that after such im- 
politic and cruel treatment, the noble lord ought to answer for 
its consequences, which would be, he feared, that as soon as 
North America became independent, the West Indies must 
declare in their favour, or seek the prote£lion of some other 
power, in hopes of finding that relief which had been S9 in- 
humanly denied them by our own government. 

Sir Grey Cooper and Mr. Dempster spoke against the re- 
solutions, and Mr. Penant for them. 

The House agreed to the third resolution, but disagreed to 
the others. 

May I. 

Mr. Alderman Sawbridge made his annual motion to 
shorten the duration of Parliaments. No debate. For the 
question 28, against it 98. • 

May 2. 

No debate. Adjourned to the 5th, 
May 5. 

Not members suflBcient to make a House- 
May 6. 

Private business. 

May 7. 

Bills passed by the King. 

L4 The 
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The speech * of the Speaker of the House of Commons^ this 
day, upon presenting to his Majesty the bill for the better 
support of his Majesty's household, and of the honour and 
dignity of the Crown of Great-Britain, which then passed 
the royal assent. 

Most Gracious Sovereign^ 
The bill, which it is now my duty to present to yoiir Ma- 
jesty, is intituled, " An a£t for the better support of his Ma- 
jesty's household, and of the honour and dignity of the Crown 
of Great-Britain ;" to which your Commons humbly b^ 
your royal assent. 

By this bill, Sir, and the respe£iful circumstances which 
preceded and accompanied it, your Commons have given the 
fullest and clearest proof of their zeal and affedtion for your 
Majesty. For in a time of public distress, full of difficulty 
and danger, their constituents labouring under burthens al- 
most too heavy to be borne, your faithful Commons post- 
poned all other business, and, with as much dispatch as the 
nature of their proceedings would admit, have not only 
granted to your Majesty a large present supply, but 9ho a 

very great additional revenue ; great, beyond example ; 

great, beyond your Majesty's highest expence f. 

But all this. Sir, they have done, in a well-grounded con- 
fidence, that you will apply wisely what they have granted 
liberally; and feeling, what every good subject must feel with 
the greatest satisfadtion, that unoer the diredion of your Ma- 
jesty's wisdom, the affluence and grandeur of the Sovereign 
will refledt dignity and honour upon his people. 

When the Speaker returned, it was moved. That the thanks 
of the House should be given to him, for his speech to his 
Majesty this day in the House of Peers, and that he be de- 
sired to print the same. Agreed to mm. con. 

May 8. 

The order of the day for the House to go into a committee 
of supply being read, the House went into the committee, 
and Lord North moved the three following resolutions, 
which were agreed to, and were ordered to be reported the 
next day. 



♦ This is the speech as published by the Speaker. 
+ Several members^ who took notes of this speech, wrote fwants 
Instead of ex/ence* 
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That 41,8201. be granted to his Serene Highness the 
X'andgrave of Hesse Cassel, to make good expences of foreiga 
hospitals during the late war. 

That 32,9341. be granted to his Majesty, to reimburse him 
for a like sum distributed among his Majesty's subjedb ia 
America, for the losses they have sustained since the com« 
mencement of the present troubles in that country. 

That 1879I. be granted for the support of convidis work- 
ing upon the river Thames ; and. 

That 13,0601. be granted to his Majesty, to make good the 
like sum, issued by his Majesty in pursuance of addresses 
from this House. 

The fii*st and second of these resolutions occasioned a de- 
bate in the committee, which continued till seven o'clock, 
when the question being put on the first resolution, the com- 
mittee divided, ayes 38, noes 20. The second resolution 
was agreed without a division. 

Colonel Barre condemned the condu6l of administration in 
very severe terms, particularly for v?hat he called their public 
profusion, and the House for its tame acquiescence in every 
thing proposed by the minister, however scandalous and bare- 
faced. He enumerated the several douceurs the German 
princes had received, in order to induce them into a mer- 
xenary bargain for the sale of human blood, to be spilt in a 
quarrel ihey had no more eventual interest in, than in that 
BOW waging between the Turk and the Sophy of Persia, or 
the scenes of murder, oppressipn, and pillage, adling within 
the Mogul empire. Every request, however unreasonabley 
was granted ; every offer, jiowever absurd, preposterous, 
iind humiliating, was made to those petty princes, to induce 
them to forward the schemes of a set of men, who were de- 
termined to extirpate our subjedb oi> the other side of the At- 
lantic, or compel them to submit. They had double sub- 
sidies, levy-money, ordnance, and staff: they were paid for 
filled and wounded men, and still their corps were to be re- 
jcruited to their full complements previous to their return to 
Hes^e and Brunswick, so that they were doubly paid, doubly 
o£Bcered, and were to have double subsidies., Levy-money 
was even paid for their officers, a circumstance unknown, he 
believed, in the military annals of mankind. After this 
warm and pathetic exordium, the Colonel dire^ed his atten- 
tion more immediately to the question before the committee. 
He observed, that fourteen years had elapsed since the stale 

claim, 
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claim, now revived, was first made ; that a commission was 
appointed to take the whole of the German demands into 
consideration, to examine and h'quidate them; that after the 
most full and laborious investigation of ihe subjedl, several 
of the claims, * among which the present was one, were to- 
tally rejefted, neither being properly vouched nor authenti-* 
cated ; and of those that had a colour of justice to support 
them, the commissioners thought they a6led generously by 
liquidating the demands at eleven-pence in the pound dis- 
count ; tliat h^ instead of paying the German princes twenty 
shillings, they gave them just twenty-pence. He observed, 
that an expression had fallen from him in a former debate 
(upon the American extraordinaries) which he now begged 
leave to retraft. He said, that House held the public purse. 
Fool, that he was, for being so deceived ; for refle£lion, de- 
rived from an uniform experience of some years past, might 
have taught him better. He might have long since learned, 
that whatever sum the minister thinks proper to ask is in- 
stantly granted, is voted without hesitation, without account; 
and is forced down the throats of opposition, even without 
reason, or a colour of reason. 

Mr. Cornwall rose to justify the resolution. He said, he 
was one of the commissioners who were appointed to liqui- 
date tlie German demands ; but denied that the charge for 
hospitals was totally rejedted, or at all rcjedled. It did not 
properly come under the cognizance of the board, because it- 
depended lipon another account, not at that time made up, 
that of Mr. Bishop, who was purveyor to the hospitals. 
So far from the demand being stated, it was kept up from 
thfe time it was first incurred, to the present year, in a re- 
gular official manner ; and when it came before the commis- 
sioners, it was neither refused nor reprobated, but was mere- 
ly postponed, as not being regularly before them. From 
what appeared then, as well as what he learned since, he was 
convinced that the claim was a just one, and ought to he 
paid. ^ 

Mr. Burke said, he always understood that the German 
accounts had been settled many years ago ; Parliament and 
the nation, he presumed, understood so too. If he was mis- 
taken, he was mistaken in good company ; and all he couM 
say now was, that the commissioners,* among Vvhom he 
might include his honourable friend, had not done their 
duty. This <lemand, which, it seems, was known to every 
one but those who ought to have been thoroughly acquainted 
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with it, lay sleeping for upwards of two years, and now came 
waking to that House, which indeed seemed like the claimv 
tp be slumbering over the incercst of the nation. If this de- 
mand was paid, the certain consequence would be, its being 
. followed by others beyond number—" The fruitful parent 
of a hundred more." All Germany will daily teaze with 
importunities, or stun this* House with its after-claps. Wc 
shall never be easy, we shall never have done granting, nor 
they -asking, while we have a shilling left to grant. He 
was very severe on the minister for surprizing the House, and 
urging a matter of so much consequence when there appeared 
so thin an attendance. He played a little with Mr. Corn* 
wall's oflBcial situation, and observed, that we could never 
expedl to be free from the claims ^nd demands of the Ger- 
man chancery, from the instant this resolution should be 
i^greed to. 

Lord North albwed, that the account was of a long stand- 
ing ; and wished it had been made earlier. That, he ob<r 
served, however, was the only objedlion that could be urged 
against it ; for he was of the same opinion with his honour- 
able friend near him, that the account was clearly and fairly 
Stated, and that the demand was just, and ought,, consequently 
to be paid. 

Mr. T. TownsJiend spoke warmly against the motion. He 
observed, that the German accounts were made up most ini- 
ijuitously ; and thiit, that able honest man, the late Mr. Gren- 
viile, being minister at the time the commission was appoioted 
to inquire into, and to liquidate them, he set his face against 
them. He instanced one or two particulars of gross impo- 
sition, and observed, that ahhough the defalcation tnad&by. 
the commissioners might not be quite so much as that stated 
by his honourable friend, he wais pretty sure that it amounted 
to full two-thirds, if not more. He instanced one article of 
70,0001. being entirely rcjetSed ; whether the claim now 
made was included in that sum, he knew not ; but he was 
certain the whole affair had a very disgraceful appearance. 

Sir Charki Banbury said, he sh®uld certainly give his ne- 
gative, to the resolution ; that an account examined, liqui- 
dated, and settled, should never again be brought forwaixl, 
unless new proofs or documents, which could not be obtained 
or were out of tlie power of the creditor, accompanied it. 
Nothuig like .that was pretended ; no new light was spoken 
of; the only reason assigned by th^ minister for comply* 

i"5 
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ing with the demand was» merely that it was made, and that 
was ail. 

A long explanatory conversation now took place between 
Lord North and Messrs. Barre, Cornwall, Townshend, and 
Burke; in the course of which, nothing could he drawn from 
the treasury-bench, but that the honour of the nation, founded 
on its good faith to all the world, particularly to its allies, ren- 
dered a compliance with the present demand indispensably ne- 
cessaiy. 

Mr. Burke denied that the good faith, or national honour, 
was at all concerned. On the contrary, he thought that they 
were both so much concernedj as to rejedl the motion with 
contempt. If we gave m ney, we should give it spontane- 
ously, and not be bullied out of it. The Hessians were now 
maintaining a ministerial war in*America. Honour, dignity, 
even decency was to be sacrificed to this favourite measure.. 
Hesse availed themselves of the glorious golden opportunity, 
and extorted the sum now demanded ; or, he presumed, 
threatened to withdraw their troops. He laughed at the dig- 
nity and honour of the nation, and the good faith observed by 
it towards its allies ; and concluded with predidling, that the 
King of Prussia would again renew and press his claims 
relative, to the arrears of subsidy due since the late war; 
and, in his opinion, was much better entitled to be gratified, 
on every ground of justice, policy, and national good faith, 
than the Landgrave of Hesse, though he did not mean to 
consider the justice of his Majesty's claim in any other than a 
comparative view. 

When the second resolution, relative to the American suf- 
' ferers, was read, Mr. T. Townshend observed, that it was "the 
most extraordinary request that ever was made, or he ever 
heard, to come to Parliament without so much as a single slip 
of paper to authenticate it. To whom paid, for what pur- 
pose, what were the losses, how they were incurred; in 
short, unaccompanied by a single voucher necessary to sup- 
port a parliamentary requisition. 

Lord North confessed that the honourable gentleman was 
perfectly right. No such request should be made to Parlia- 
ment unless accompanied with all the circumstances >Vi)ich h<? 
had enumerated. All objedlions must of course fall, when those 
several requisites weje complied with; he had them in his 
hand ; he had a list of the sufferers' names, the nature and 
amount of their losses, the circumstances wl^ich {Attended 
them; j'n short, every particular of time, place, and personal 
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identity, sufficient to satisfy the most sceptical and suspicious. 
He was ready to produce it to the honourable gentleman, or 
to any other member to whom curiosity or doubt might 
render tliat mode of satisfa6lion necessary. He did not' 
think proper to lay it before the House, because, some 
how or other, every paper laid before that House lately, 
had got into print. Should that be the case in the present 
case^ it would be productive of the worst consequences, and 
might in some instances prove fatal, should the names of the 

4 persons who were by this resolution to share the bounty of 
Parliament, be made public. Such being the case, he was 
certain no member in that House would press the matter fur- 
ther than he had already mentioned. 

Sir Grey Cooper enforced the arguments used by the noble 
lord who spoke last. He said the rule had been always ad- 
hered to on former occasions, particularly since the bad con- 
sequences of mentioning persons by name who were tlie 
friends of Great Britain, had been proved in such a variety 
of instances. 

Mr. Burke said, that a sum of the like amount had been in- 
cluded in the debt contra(5\ed on account of the civil list ; 
that the expence incurred under the head of secret service, was 
^enormous ; the most of which, he presumed, was expended 
and direSed to the same purposes ; so that voting the sum 
no^y moved was, in fadl, voting so much money for the 
service of the civil list ; for either no part of the gratifications 
given to the American sufferers ought to have found its way 
into the civil list expenditure, or it should have all been pro- 
vided for through that channel. 

Lord North replied, that the sums were as distinft as the 
services to which the money was applied. His Majesty 

• might think proper to^ive some of his own revenue towards 
alleviating the distresses of his oppressed subjefts in America, 
and yet neither think proper, or find it convenient, to give 
all ; and if the sum moved for had been included in the civil 
list debt^ it could have made no possible difl^erence ; it would 
have only raised that debt so much more, which in point of 
effeft was nothing, as the nation was ultimately to pay, 
which ever medium it came through. 

Mr. Burke protested, no man in that House would be far- 
ther from wishing to have any man's person or property ex- 
posed to the rage of his enemies, than he would ; but howso- 
ever necessary it might be to conceal names, he by no means 
approved of so pernicious a precedent as that of voting the 
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public money in a committee of supply, without account.-*-* 
If tlie resolution was agreed to, it would appear that such a 
sum of money had been voted ; but to whom, or on what ac- 
count, would remain as profound a secret to posterity, as it 
was at present to nineteen out of twenty of the members of 
that House ; in fine, any sum might be granted to any body^ 
upon any account, or upon no account, without a possibility; 
or means of dete£tion, however false, impositious, or fraudu- 
lent. 

The speaker resumed the chair. 

As soon as the first resolution from the committee of sup- 
ply, for granting the sum therein mentioned, to make good the 
expences of foreign hospitals during the late war, was read. 

Sir Henry Houg/it 077 rose, and said, no person would be readier 
to support tlie good faith of the nation than he^ but he could 
never bring himself to consent to the granting a sum of money, 
which exadlly resembled a foreign tribute, extorted from us on. 
account of the distrafled situation of our public affairs. He was 
certain, that no example of such a requisition was known in 
the annals of Parliament, that a debt should be demanded at 
the end of fourteen years, and that at such a critical season, 
that, he presumed, those who made it imagined that it can- 
not, nor will not be denied. For his part, however ready 
he was to give strength and vigour to government, he should 
do all in his power to disappoint so ungenerous an expe£la- 
tion ; and as he spoke, he should most certainly vote against 
it. He trusted to the indulgence of the House, for troubling 
It on a subje6i which, he made no doubt, would be very 
ably discussed ; but he could not remain silent, or help ex- 
pressing some degree of indignation at an attempt which 
bore every appearance of endeavouring to impose on the na- 
tion, by means the most unprecedented and unjustifiable. 

Mr. Cornivaii said the affair had been totally misundisr- 
Jtood in the committee the preceding dav, and that itt many 
respefls. The demand was represented as a dormant claim 
now revived, though suffered to sleep for fourteen years; that 
It was rejefted by the commissioners appointed to inquire 
into, and liquidate the German demands, during the admi- 
nistration of the late Mr. Grenville ; and that, in its present 
shape, it wanted clearness, and a degree of authenticity, which. 
~ it ought to have, to entitle it to the notice and attention of 
that House. He should say a word or two on each of those 

heads» 



A. 1777. DEBATES. 159 

heads, and flattered himself, he should be able to give suffi- 
cient satisfaflion on every one of them. As to the staleness 
of the demand, the contrary was manifest, for it was in- 
cluded in the gross sum which came before the commissioners, 
but the commissioners not thinking themselves authorized, for 
teasons he should hereafter mention, the matter, so far as it con- 
cerired them, was postponed, not rejedled. Applications wore 
then made through an official channel, where it was answered, 
that until Mr. Bisnop's accounts, who had the auperintcndancy 
of all the hospitals, were received, nothing could be done. 
When those accounts were passed, the foreign hospitals made 
a part of them. They were accordingly referred to the au- 
ditor of the imprest, where being audited and passed, thcv 
were referred back to the treasury board. So the affair stood 
hi the year 1773, or 1774, when the last steps were taken in 
this matter. Othet business of greater importance, or acci- 
dent, prevented any thing more being done, till the treaties 
with Hesse were entered into ; and from that time till the 
account was fully and ultimately examined and approved of, 
nothing particular passed on the occasion, but in the usual 
course of business. The discharging the demand made no 
part of any public or private stipulation. When the treasury 
board received that degree of satisfaftion, and those regular 
official documents it always requires, administration for the 
firist time determined to bring the matter into that House. 
The. claim then beijjg neither a stale nor dormant claim, he 
tould with equal justic^say, that it was never lejedled. The 
reason why the commissioners declined having anv thing to 
do with it, was this : Mr. Bishop's accounts, in which those 
of the foreign hospitals were included, not being passed in 
the official forms required at the rime the commissioners ap- 
pointed to inquire into the German claims sat, it was impos- 
^ sible for tliem to determine on the affair of foreign hospitals, 
without direflly taking upon them to decide on Mr. Bishop's 
accounts, which was clearly out of their province ; and 
which, if they had undertaken to do, would be dire6lly in- 
vading every usage and custom of office, and of course ex- 
ceeding the limits ot commission, which was to determine 
tjerman, not British claims. And as to the last objeftion, 
that the accounts were neither clear nor properly vouched, if 
even true, it did not remain to be now discussed. If they 
Were improperly passed by the officers authorized and ap- 
pointed to see that the demands were fair and well authenti- 
• catedv 
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cated^ that might be a subjecSl very proper for the House to 
examine into, as applying^ to the condu6t of the officers for 
misbehaviaur or partiality iri the discharge of their duty ; but^ 
as against the claim it availed nothing. The demand was 
made in time ; it was regularly examined, and officially passed; 
and consequently, as between this country and the Land- 
grave of Hesse, it had every sandkion which the law or con- 
stitution could give it. For his own part, he did not think 
that the ohje£lion held good even in that light. The accounts 
appeared to him perfeftly clear, and the demand every way 
equitable and just. 

Sir George Horward observed, however ingenious the honour- 
able gentleman's arguments might be, pr however plausible 
they might appear, they were nevertheless far from bringing 
home convidlion to his mind. He well remembered, that when 
he was in Germany, frequent applications were made to him 
on the subjedt, but he could never be prevailed upon to give 
his countenance to what he all along had reason to believe 
was conducted in a very suspicious, if not fraudulent, man<^ 
ner. He would not pretend to follow the honourable gen- 
tleman through his long stare of the question, but he recol- 
le£led having several conversations with Bishop, which, with 
what he learned himself, were the causes why he entertained 
the disapprobation he now expressed ; nor could he sec? how 
the passing of Mr. Bishop's accounts totally precluded the 
commissioners from entering into any inquiry into the justice 
of the demand, but by resorting to the true cause, which was, 
that the claim was really and truly reje£lcd : or that if it had 
been prrssed at the time, it would have been found to be like 
many others which shaved the same fate, unsupported by truth 
or justice. In every light,, therefore, he considered the 
claim, and from the mo<ie of bringing it forward, he had 
still more reason to think, it ought not to be complied with. 

Mr. Baldwin opposed the leceiving the report, chiefly oil 
account of the staleness of the demand. He took it up, he 
said on this single ground. The debt on which the dcr 
mand was founded, was contradted fifteen or sixteen years 
ago. A regular demand was made ; commissioners were ap- 
pointed to decide whether it was or was not a just one; the 
issue of their inquiries was a positive rejedion ; for the di- 
stindion made by the honourable gentleman, was a mere di^ 
stindtion in words , and if die claim could be fairly supported^ 
he bad no doubt but the mere forms, had any such sm« 

ped»» 
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pediment really stood in the way, would have been readily 
dispensed with, in order to effedl justice ; but the claimants 
knew better, and waited for a season when they might have 
a better prospedl of succeeding. He said, he would for 
these reasons give the motion his most hearty negative. 

Mr: Bvoth said> the people were already so heavily bur- 
dened, that the management and expenditure of the public 
revenue called for the utmost frugality. The present was a 
claim he could never consent to i and the mode of bringing 
it forward, so late in the season, and when so many of the 
representatives of the people were in the country, or absent, 
not expecting such^ an after-clap,- rendered the affair still more 
disagreeable. 

Sir Grey C$9per insisted, that nothing could be more clear 
than ' the accounts, nor nothing more satisfaflory than the 
manner in which they were vouched and passed. That 
whatever relu£lance some gentlemen might have to the stale- 
ness, there did not a single obje£lion subsist against the jus- 
tice of the demand ; and as for die demand being of so long a 
standing, when it was considered, from the. causes already 
stated by his honourable friend, that it could not have been 
otherwise, that objedion must share the same fate, as pro- 
ceeding entirely from necessity. « 

Mr. 71 Townshend said, Mr. Bishop's accounts had no- 
thing at all to say to the matter ; that part of them which 
related to the foreign hospitals could have been decided 
upon by the commissioners appointed to liquidate the Ger- 
man claims, though Mr. Bishop's particular part had never 
been settled. He was severe on the minister, and con- 
tended, that the present sum, if voted, would be in fa£t 
an additional subsidy, and lamented diose fatal measures 
which had thus reduced us to the humiliating situation 
of being dilated to, and bullied, by every petty prince on 
the German continent, into the most mortifying .and dis- 
graceful concessions. This, he said, with numerous others 
of the same tendency, were the blessed fruits of endeavour- 
ing to reduce our subjedts in America to a state of the most 
wretched slavery. 

Mr. Cornwall said, when the matter first came to his 
knowledge, he retained some doubts whether it could be 
entertained, or be properly brought before Parliament ; but 
when, upon further inquiry, he discovered the true state of 
die transaSion, as he had represented it, die noble lord 

Vol. VI. M who 
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vfho moved the resolution in the committee, as well as him« 
self, were of opinion, that the money might have been pai4 
without bringing it into Parliament, or previously procurine 
its consent, as an out-standing arrear, regularly vouched^ 
audited, and passed. 

Mr. Burke was extremely jocular on the honourable gentle* 
man who spoke last. The honourable gentleman, says he, 
first had his doubts, or radier was of opinion that the appli* 
cation should have been reje£ted ; and I think with mat jus- 
tice. His doubts, however, on further inquiry, began to 
vanish, and at length running from one extreme to the other, 
his mind suddenly became so enlightened, that he thoughti 
with the noble lord himself, his lordship might pay the de- 
mand without even so much as consulting this House^ but 
only inform us he had paid it. This, I confess, is a most 
extraordinary and unexpe£led alteration of sentiment. I 
should be glad to know from the honourable gentleman the 
ground of his doubts, when thev began to vanish, and what 
it is that at length wrought this mighty change. Did the 
honourable gentleman's doubts proceed from his opmion that 
the claim was absolutely re)e6ked by the very commission un- 
der which he aAed ? If they did, what new lights has he since 
received ? 1 will appeal to liimself, if he has a single Word of 
information now, more than he had then. If this be the 
case, how is it possible to account for this sudden illumina- 
tion of his mind, but by supposing that he looks forward to 
the possible consequences of a refusal, and sanctifies the means 
by the end, that of keeping the Landgrave in good temper. 
But there is something, still more unaccountable in the honour- 
able gentleman's coek}u£1 in another particular, than even 
any thing I have yet mentioned ; that is, though he axid the 
noble lord are both pcrfedlly satisfied that the money dc- 
manded might be issued officially, as an arrear due to the 
suhje(!^s of ctie Landgrave, or rather the Landgrave himself ; 
yet out of a kind of deference, or condescension, or modjesty, 
or whatever his and the noble lord's friends may interpret it 
to be, his lordship, I presume, by the advice, or at least 
with tlie approbation of his honourable friend, comes to Par- 
liament. As he first doubted, was afterwards satisfied, zni 
was finally convinced, does the hon6urable gentleman begin 
to doubt again? He certainly does« or he must confesi himself 
guilty of great imprudence^ and possibly ii^ustice i for suppose 
tlie resoluticm now going to be reported should not be agreed to» 

though 
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tiboogh the honourable gentleman is convinced that die chim ' 
is justi and the money safely issued by the board at which he 
sits, the claim would be^ nevertfadess^ for ever reprobated^ 
and the claimant unjustly deprived of his demand. He 
twisted and unfolded this argument of Mr. Comwali^s for a 
considerable time, giving it various shapes each time, which 
afibrded much entertainment. 

. Lord North made a short reply, in which he principally 
lepeated what he had said before, and which concluded the 
debate. 

. At half after seven o'clock the question was put, and the 
House divided, ayes 50, noes 42 ; so that the minister was. 
very near beine left in a minority, almost every country gen- 
dcman in the House having divided against him. 

Afay o. 
Sir yames Ltwther moved, That an humble address be 
presented to his Majesty, to express the- just sense this House 
entertains of his Majesty's regard for ttie lasting welfare and 
luippiness of his people ; and, as this House cannot omit any 
•pportonity of shewing jtheir zeal and regard for his Majesty i 
bcmour, and the prosperity of his ftimily, humbler to be- 
seech his Majesty, that, in consideration of the high rank 
and dignity of their royal highnesses the Dukes of Gloucester 
and Cumberland, he woulcf be graciously pleased to make 
some addition to their annual income, out of the revenues 
cheerfully granted his Majesty for the expences of civil go- 
vernment, and better supporting the honour and dignity of 
the Crown ; and to assure his Majesty, that this House will 
enable his Majesty e£fe&ualiy to perform the same, as no- 
thing will more conduce to the strengthening of his Majesty's 
government, than honourably supporting the dignity of the 
difierent branches of the royal fiimily. He began with very 
warm encomiums on the manv pubuc and private virtues of 
the two princes ; and observed!, what a disgrace and reproach 
it was to the nation, to permit their royal highnesses to livcl 
in a state much below that mainuined by several private gen* 
tiemen ; a circumstance extremely unbecoming the dignity of 
personages of their rank and consequence ; that nothing couki 
convey a stronger appearance of national disgrace, than to have 
the first prince of the blood, the Sovereign's next brother, % 
fugitive, or a kind of pensionary, at Rome, not from any 
extravagance of his own, but merely from the extreme scan<« 

Ma tiness 
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tiness of his income, which was known to be inferior to that of 
several private gentlemen in both kingdoms ; nay, he believed 
inferior to the regular receipts and profits of many persons 
concerned in trade and commerce. The peculiar hardships 
and sufferingis of the royal brothers became still more exagge- 
rated, and were rendered more irksome and mortifying, when 
they were contrasted to the enormous sums granted for the 
support of the dignity and splendour of the Crown, while 
both were tarnished and disgraced, and the money thus ge- 
nerously given, employed in purposes of corruption, and 
squandered away on tlie most worthless, to a degree of profu- 
sion, unknown to any civilized state in Europe. The royal 
Duke, now at Rome for the reason now assigned, is in the 
line of succession to the Crown, and has had a child bom in, 
that capital, and living, who may possibly sit on the throne 
of these realms. I will allow that such an event is not very 
probable ; but it is sufficient for my purpose to contend, that 
it may happen: What then would be the consequence? But 
that you must of course be governed by a prince not only 
bom, but educated at Rome. He said, he flattered himself 
that he had been uniform in the whole course of his parlia- 
mentary condu£k ; that he liked to speak his sentiments free- 
ly and openly ; for that truth being his obje6l, he always pur* 
sued it to the best of his knowledge. He was liable to error 
and mistake, but lie liked candour and steadiness of conduct 
so well in others, that he should endeavour to pra£lise it him- 
self. He admired it even in a warm opponent, a person 
whose political sentiments were known to be sodiredly oppo- 
site to his: the person he meant was the right honourable 
gentleman on the floor, [Mr. Rigby] who, he observed, since 
he first knew him, always spoke without reserve, and seldom 
changed his party or his opinions. He said, he was furnish- 
ed with a strong argument in support of the present motiouy 
by the very persons who constituted the constant majorities of 
that House. They must agree with him, because they main- 
tained it in debate, on a former occasion, that the necessaries of 
life were greatly enhanced in their value; that the prevailing 
fashion of the times, was to live in an increased state of lax* 
ury, elegance and splendour ; that such an inevitable in* 
crease of expenditure called for a suitable increase of income ; 
that at no time within his memory, nor that of any mem- 
ber then present, was the income of the royal Dukes sufficient 
to maintain their rank, nor at all adequate to the most mode- 
rate 
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rate and measured economy; and that the parallel held 
throughout, for if the increase of the civil list revenue was 
necessary for the splendour and dignity of the Crown, a suit- 
able support for those who were so nearly related to it, form* 
ed a part of that very dignity and splendour. None could 
. say that cither were maintained, if the King's brothers were 
doomed to sufier a kind of banishment, in a staie of poverty 
and obscurity, because they were not enabled by the Crowa 
or the nation to live according to their rank in their native 
country. He finally observed, that the application now 
made to the throne was by no means unprecedented ; that 
such addresses had been frequent, and succeeded in more in- 
stances than one ; particularly in respeft of the late Prince of 
Wales, father of his present Majesty, and the two royal 
brothers, who are the objedtsof the motion. 

Sir Edward Astky seconded the motion, observing, that 
the argument of similarity and relation, so judiciously urged 
by his honourable friend who made the motion, were unan« 
swerable. The gentlemen on the other side must agree fully 
to it in all its parts. The expences of living are increased ; 
the means of support must keep pace with it, say those gen- 
tlemen. The dignity and splendour of the Crown, from 
these circumstances, call for such an augmentation. Is not 
this every thing tbat the warmest friends of the motion would 
wish to urge in its support; unless at the same time they will 
have the hardiness to contend, that the royal Dukes stand in a 
different predicament from every other person in the !c;ngdom ; 
and hazard still a greater paradox, by saying, that the neces- 
sities and the humble unprincely situations of the royal bro- 
thers, bear no manner of affinity or relation to the splendour 
of the Crown, or dignity of the nation ? 

Sir John Griffin Griffin^ after objefting to the propriety 
irfthe motion, and urging the difficulty of discussing a subje(Sb 
of so delicate a complexion, involving in it the King and his 
royal brothers, proposed the previous question. 

Sir George Howard %2ixA^ it was much more decent to let the 
King exercise his own discretion, than offer to dictate to him 
concerning the disposal of what was his own property, as 
much as that possessed by any member of that Hoifse, In ano- 
ther light too, it was more proper to let the King, after he 
had been for some time in the possession of his newly aug- 
mented revenue, judge whether he could with propriety, by 
pccidcntal savings, increase the incomes of his royal brothers. 

Ms Oa 
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On thf wholcy if the present motion was to have any cfifef):, in 
bis opinion, it would be that of increasing parliamentary 
grants, and tbe public burdens, already become enormous. 

Governor yohmtone supported tlie motion very warmly. 
He contended^ that there was nothing improper -or unsea* 
sonable in the motion ; that the average expenditure of the 
Crown, for the last eight years, was full 20,oool. per atumm^ 
under the civil list revenue ; that the minister promised very 
considerable savings in all the departnients ; and that, conse- 

Juently, it was equally fair in argument and fnQt^ to contend, 
liat the motion was both reasonable and seasonable ; and as 
to the propriety of the terms in which it was conceived, they 
were the same as those made use of by the late celebrated Mr. 
Fulteney, on a similar occasion. 

Mr. Rigby opposed the motion in the mo$t strenuous 
terms. He said, be had as high a respe£t for the royal Dukes 
as any individual in that House, but, in his opinion, the mo- 
tion would, if carried, have a most ludicrous, or rather ridi* 
cubus efFeft; it would be granting a sum of money to his 
Majesty for bis own particular purposes, and in the. same 
breath almost desiring him to apply it to different purposes. 
It was mere child's ^ay, giving a thing in pne instant, and 
demanding it in the next, in order to bestow it on another. He 
then turned with vehemence towards the chair, and arraim* 
ed the condu£t of the Speaker with great acrimony. He 
said, that though our burdens were heavy, and our expences 
immense, our situation was grossly misrepresented in a place,! 
and in the presence of those, where nothing but truth should 
be heard. That the sentiments declared at tlie bar of the other 
House to be those of this, 'were never so much as thought 
of here ; that the Commons of this kingdom knew better i. 
that for one, he totally disclaimed them ; and he was cer- 
tain that a very great majority of that House did so too. He 
trusted, that before the House rose, it would be proved whe-* 
ther tlie House thought with the chair, or with htm, whose 
sentiments, he said, were diredly contrary to those delivered 
in the name of that House at the b^r of the House of Lords. 
He then resumed his argument, and observed, that that be- 
roic prince, the late Duke of Cumberland, though his royal 
father's peculiar &vourite^ had no more than 15,000!. fn^ 
annumf till after the battle of CuUoden, when his income was 
augmented, for his very eminent public services ; not out of 
the civil list revenue} but immediately by the bounty of Par- 
liament, 
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ItaitieUt, who settled an annuity of 2 c,oo61. on him for life. 
He repaid the complimei^ paia him by the honourable gen- 
deithin who made the morion ; and hoped he should always 
persevere in the same steady h'ne of conduct to the end. 
Whether he i^ed right, he was t^onscious he always intended 
it As to die comparative income of the two royal dukes, 
to that of several lords in tliis kingdom, he allowed with him 
that it Was considerably less than several. Tiiere were many 
rich lords, and many iich commoners ; would the honoura- 
ble gentleman, for instance, wish that his Majesty should 
augmenf the royal dukes' income, so as to be equal to the 
estate possessed by the hononrabte gentleman himself? If he 
would, then most certainly he must allow, that such an aug- 
mentation would lay a ground for another application to Par* 
liament fix)m the throne. 

Mr. Fox said, he thought the motion was right, proper, and 
reasonable ; right, that those who were so nearly allied to the 
Crownj should have part of the public munificence, intended 
to promote every thing which might add to its splendour 
and dignity ; proper, because no persons were more compe- 
tent to judge of the disposal of money than ihose who granted 
it ; and seasonable, because no time cxDuld be better to urge 
the Crown on such a subjeA, than when the sense of its own 
Qocessities, and the generous condu£l of Parliament, mieht pro- 
mise to make a favourable and grateful impression, nc dwelt 
a considerable time on tlie increased price of provisions, and 
the comparative value of money now, and during even the 
last reign; and observed, that though this argument was 
much relied on in support of the augmentation of the civil 
list revenue, it applied much stronger in the present case, be- 
cause the increased value of the necessaries and conveniencies 
of life had a much stronger comparative operation ; he be- 
lieved, in the proportion of full three to one, on an income 
almost totally dire<Sled and expended in those uses, than on a 
revenue, the greater part of which was issued in round sums, 
with which neither the splendour, dignity, nor immediate 
cxpences of the Crown were at all concerned : this, he in- 
stanced in the several heads of salaries, pensions, secret 
service money, ambassadors, &c. .He then stated seve- 
ral general reasons in support of the motion, such as the in- 
crease of salary to the judges, the overplus between the real 
expenditure for the eight last years, and the necessity there 
was to enable the roys^ dukes to support their high rank. 

M4 both 
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both as peers of the first order, and being so nearly allied to 
the throne. He said, it had been always the policy of this 
country, to make a suitable provision for the different 
branches of the royal family ; it rendered them independent 
of ministers ; and bound them by interest and. sentiment to 
preserve that constitution under which they enjoyed such 
pre-eminence and solid advantages. On the other hand, 
a royal family, in narrow and dependent circumstances, are 
compelled to look up to the throne for proteSion and sup- 
port ; and from the very nature of their situation, are liable 
to become the instruments of the Crown in forging chains for 
their country. This, he was certain, was at present en- 
tirely out of^the case ; the King was as averse to employing 
tliem in effefling purposes so far from his heart, as they 
would be to comply with them, had he entertained senti- 
ments of a different kind. He concluded by observing, that 
there were manv public and private reasons tor wishing to see 
every branch of the royal family happy and easy in their do- 
mestic circumstances. 

Mr. fVilkes said, he stood up in his place, as an individual, 
to avow that the bounty of Parliament exceeded, by several 
thousand pounds, the accounts delivered in ; and that he 
hoped and wished that a proper addition, in consideration of 
that surplus over what the King's wants were stated to be, 
might be made to the income of the royal dukes. Full of 
these sentiments, he should give his voice for, and most 
heartily concur in the motion. 

The previous question was then put, and the House di- 
vided, ayes 45, noes 152. - 

While the majority were waiting in the lobby during the 
division, silence was enjoined, and Lord North, in an audible 
voice, gave notice, that other business of consequence was 
to come on after the division, and, says he, " You are there- 
fore requested not to go home." 

As soon as the members returned into the House, the 
Speaker rose in his place, and begged leave to draw the atten- 
tion and recolleftion of the House, to what had fallen in the 
course of the debate from the right honourable gentleman on 
the floor, [Mr. Rigby]. Previous, however, to his taking 
any particular notice of the censure that gentleman had 
passed on his condufl, as Speaker of that House, he begged 
that his speech at the bar of the House of Jx)rds, the pre- 
ceding Wednesday, might be first read by the clerk. He 

then 
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then appealed to the Journals for the vote of thanks, which 
followed on his return, to shew that the sentiments which he 
expressed to His Majesty, when he presented the civil list 
bill, were the sentiments of the House, and not his own par- 
ticular sentiments, as had been asserted by the last-mentioo- 
cd honourable gentleman. While the Speaker was yet on 
his legs, up rose 

Mr. Righyy who adhering to what had fallen from him in 
the former debate, spoke of the Chair .in terms very ncaily 
bordering on disrespedk. Insisted that he had a right to ani- 
madvert on the Speaker's speech, or on his conduct, within 
or without that House, if he thought it improper. He was 
certain the speech now read did not convey his sentiinenrs, 
whatever it might those of the 281 who voted the augmenta- 
tion. He had a right to appeal to the chair, and from the 
chair, and would never be intimidated, or led by any induce- 
ment, to forfeit the privileges of a British senator. The 
Speaker was no more than another member, and he was as 
free to differ from the chair as from any other individual in 
that House. He proceeded to great heat, which seemed to 
make the treasury bench uneasy. 

Mr. Fox replied to Mr. Rigby, and observed, he had 
brought the matter to a diredl decision ; tliat is, he had ren- 
dered it necessary for the Speaker to seek the sense of the 
House, as the charge was open and direfl. The Speaker 
had either misrepresented the sense of the House, or he had 
not; and as an individual had disclaimed the sentiments of 
the Speaker, as far as the same respcdled himself; and plainly 
hinted that it was the opinion of a majority present, it was 
coming to the point at once, and bringing the matter to a fair 
issue. For his part, he suspedled the Speaker did not deliver 
the sentiments of the majority, though it was plain he did the 
sense of the House ; because he was immediately thanked 
on his return, ncm. con. as appeared by the Journals. The 
question, then, which remained to be decided, was, whether 
the Speaker had done his duty ? the truth, he believed, was, 
that the court thought he had exceeded it, by their so highly 
disapproving of the speech. He was resolved, however, to 
take the sense of the House by motion, which, if negatived, 
in his opinion the Speaker could not sit longer in that chair 
with reputation to himself, or be further serviceable in his 
station, after being publicly deseired, bullied, and disgraced. 
He then made the following motion, <« That the Speaker of 

this 
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tills House, in his speech to his Majesty at the bar of the 
House of Peers on Wednesday last, and which was desired by 
this House, nem. con, to be printed, did express with just and 
proper energy, the zeal of this House for the suppoit of the 
honour and dignity of the Crown, in circumstances pf great 
public charge.** 

The Speaker assured the House, that he naeant to deliver 
nothing but their sentiments. He thought he was justified 
In what he said, considering the time, the occasion, and 
the various concurrent circumstances which combined to 
stamp what he oiSFered with peculiar propriety. Conceiving, 
therefore, that he discharged his duty, and that the same had 
been afterwards publicly approved of, he could not think of 
remaining in a situation where he could be no longer service- 
able, which must be certainly the case, if the present motion 
should be rejefted. ' 

Mr. De Grey did not approve of the word wants^ in the 
speech. He said, such an expressjon was disrespe£iful to the 
Sovereign ; and, in his opinion, the whole speech conveyed 
a very improper idea to foreign powers in particular, who, 
presuming on its contents, might be tempted to disturb the 
public tranquillity. 

The Speaker replied, that he thought he did not make use 
of the word wants^ 2iS it could mean nothing. As to what 
effe6l his speech might have in foreign courts, or any other 
political conseauence which might arise .from it, he never 
considered, fie wished to express the sense of the House ; 
he imagined he had done so; and he could never think of 
sitting longer in that chair, than he was in the exercise of 
his duty. 

Mr'. Ellis said, he presumed the SpeaJcer delivered his own 
sentiments with great candour and sincerity ; and in so doing, 
in his opinion, adled a very commendable part. But as pro- 
bably he spoke without notes, and might have dropped a 
wor3 or expression without any intention, he wished that the 
motion might be withdrawn, and the affair be thus termi- 
nated ; for it was pretty evident, that though the Speaker 
might imagine he was delivering the sentiments of the House, 
from hurry and inadvertency, it was possible, he might not 
even have delivered his own. He recommended warmly to 
the Speaker, and the friends of the motion, that the matter 
might be ended without bringing it to a question. 

Tfit 
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The Speaker said, be understood that great pains had been 
taken without doors, to represent his speech as not conveying 
the sense of the House. For his pan, if he erred, he did not 
intemiooally ; he meant to convey the opinion of the House^ 
and looked upon himself fully justified both in point of £ai(5l 
and precedent. If he misrepresented what he meant faith- 
fully to convey, he trusted the House would excuse him. 
He knew such addresses to the throne had been frequent ; he 
was sure they were proper. He said, he thought it incum* 
bent on him to let his Majesty know what was the sense of 
the House, and, in so doing, imagined he was adling in the 
fiiithful discharge of the trust committed to him : if the House 
thought otherwise, he coukl not, nor would uoc, remain in 
that chair. 

Mr. Dunning said, the dignity of the House was gone, if 
the chair was permitted to be degraded; that it was plain the 
blow was ultimately aimed at the House through the chair ; 
and the present was an experiment, made purely with a view 
CO see to what a pitch of humiliation and disgrace the House 
would bear to be humbled and let down. It was, in fa6t,, an 
attempt of a court fa&ion, to render the representatives of 
the peo|)le despicable, as well as detestable, in the eyes of 
their constituents. 

Mr. Attorney General cnitxeA into a kind of dissedion of the 
speech ; he insisted, that it neither contained the sentiments 
of the House, nor was it stri&Iy supponed by hdi ; for, 
^ the ample provision, &c. above liis Majesty's greatest 
wants^ &c.'* did not exceed I4,cxx^l. which was represented 
in the speech to be a most " ample provision." The great 
stress laid on the overplus might have been better spared, 
as' it would have been extremely mean, when they were vot- 
ing tlie augmentation, to with-hold the difference b'^tween 
the expendiiure and the grant. He contended, that the 
Speaker spoke his own sentiments, not those of the House. 
He mentioned the word wants^ and recommended that the 
aSair might go no farther, but that the motion be with- 
drawn. 

Mr. Fox spoke in jusdfication of his motion. He said, 
the right honourable gentleman [Mr. Ellis] had given, what 
he should call the watch*word ; which had been followed by 
the Attorney General. He observed, that those gentlemen 
had foundra their argument for withdrawing the motion 
chiefly on the speech not being tbe sentiments w the House ; 

where- 
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whereas the contrary was the fa6^, and the Journals gave 
evidence of it. But however, if those gentlemen and their 
friends thought differently, as the framer of the motion, 
he was ready to come to issue on that point with them, and 
doubted not but he should prevail. He was satisfied that the 
House would never consent to their oWn degradation and dis- 
grace in the person of their Speaker, nor would ever submit 
to contradidk on a Friday, what they approved on the Wed- 
nesday immediately preceding. He said, among the many 
censures, and more numerous insinuations, thrown out 
against the speech, it was said not to be grammar! He 
should not enter into nice grammatical distindtions, or trouble 
himself or the House about a choice of words, or eleganciies 
of ejipression ; but he was sure, if the speech was not gram- 
mar, it abounded in good sense, ^vhicli was of infinitely greater 
value, and conveyed the true, unbiassed sense of the House, 
and of every man on either side, till he was bought over to a 
sacrifice of his principlies and conscience. 

Mr. Rigby still adhered to his former opinion, and justified 
his conduft on his right to deliver his sentiments freely on 
every subje6l arising in that House, or out of it, if it was a 
matter properly cognizable there; but he disclaimed the least 
intention of making any personal refledlion on the chair; 
and moved to adjourn. - 

Governor Johnstone observed, that the honourable gentle- 
man who spoke last had somewhat lowered his tone. He 
thanked the Speaker for his speech, and applauded his firm- 
ness, in not accepting of any compromise of any thing short 
of immediate reparation, notwithstanding the threats and 
soothings that had been alternately held our and employed to 
induce him to recede, and by so doing, sacrifice the dignity of 
that House, and his own honour, to the desires of those who 
seemed solicitous to treat both with illiberality and contempt. 
He said, that the speech was not only justifiable in point of 
fa6l, but might have gone to greater lengths, without incur- 
ring any just grounds for censure. However confident some 
of the gentlemen who spoke latterly in the debate might be, 
that this country was in a flourishing and prosperous condi- 
tion, he begged leave to differ from them; the contrary 
would, nay, must inevitably be the case, if the American war 
should continue another campaign. It was, therefore, well 
said in the speech, that the nation was burdened, and per- 
fedbiy right as applied personally to the King, to remind his 

Ma- 
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Majesty of the true state of this country, and the generous 
efibrts of Parliament to relieve him in such a season, as the 
most powerful recommendation in future to frugality in the 
expenditure, and economy in the management of the bounty' 
they were then conferring on him. He contended, that tlie 
situation of this country was truly dreadful ; that America was 
lost, he feared, beyond the power of recoveiy ; nay, he might 
venture to say, was irretrievably lost; and called upon any, 
the most confident, on the other side of the House, to rise and 
contradidl him. 

Lord Ongley objected to the speech, chiefly on account of 
the word wants \ insisted it was the Speaker's own senti- 
ments ; tliat perhaps he spoke what he felt himself, but he 
was satisfied not the sentiments of the House. He was to- 
tally of a different opinion from the honourable gentlemaa 
who spoke last. He was satisfied the nation was great and 
powerful, and abounded in such resources as would render 
her a match for all her foreign and domestic enemies, whctiicr 
in America or Europe ; and that her situation was such in 
every respeft, as to forbid her to makt^ any concession in 
America or Europe unbecoming her dignity, or short of her 
constitutional supreme rights over all the dominions of the 
British Crown. 

Sir George Savile said, he must condemn in the severest 
terms the indecent and unparliamentary language which he 
had heard for the first time, since his entrance into Parlia- 
ment. He was witty on the logic employed by the opposers 
of the motion, who argued through the whde course of the 
evening, that the s|>eech was not the sense of the House, be- 
cause the House had the very day it was spoken declared their 
most warm and hearty approbation of it. This might be a 
ministerial way of drawing conclusions; perhaps experience 
had long since taught them, that the sense of the House, as 
declared by a majority, was not its genuine sense ; but ilie 
Tcry contrary of what it would have been, were the members 
who composed it at liberty to give their suffrages according 
to their judgment and consciences, and not to their interest. 

Mr. Alderman Sawbrldge observed, diat some of the lead- 
ing members on the other side wished to have the matter 
smuggled ; but if that should be the case, and the question 
for adjournment should be carried, he did not see how the 
Speaker could occupy that chair a moment longer with pro- 
priety or reputation^ ' He said, that the honourable gentle- 
man 
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man near him on the floor [Mr. Fox] was perfe^Iy right 
in observing, that the speech contained the sentiments of the 
"whole House« if the individuals who composed it bad noc 
been bought over to adopt those of other people* He was san* 
tis6ed that this was not only a general truth, but was sup- 
ported by particular fa<5l9. He was certain that maoy ^c-' 
tempts had been made to bring oVer gentlemen of parts on hid 
side of the House, and to cause a defe£iion among them from 
the true interests of their country. It might be easily ima-. 
gined from what he said, that he did not mean himself, for 
be was not worth gaining. As to the others, though it had 
been the fashion to brandall opposition with fadlious and in- 
terested motives, he presumed, a stronger instance of the 
contrary could not be given, than that they withstood every 
offer that had been made. It was their integrity that kept 
them on that side of the House, not any desire of th waiting 
or embarrassing government, merely for the pleasure of doing 
so. The idea was preposterous, and though it happened to 
be the case in some instances, where, he was s6rry to saVf 
the persons tampered with, had not the resolution to withstand 
the temptations, but had fallen ; that circumstance, in his 
opinion, refledled the higher honour on those who remained 
behind firm and incorruptible. 

Sir George Tonge said, if the motion of mournment was 
carried, it would not be safe for the Speaker to remain an 
instant longer in his present situation; that he would on 
all future occasions lie at the mercy of his enemies, and 
be liable to disgrace whenever he performed his duty, \i 
the faithful discharge of it happened tocontradi£t the opinions 
of those who were able to command a majority in that House* • 
The efFedt of an adjournment would be a negative on the 
motion of approbation, and would virtually charge the chair 
with delivering a falsehood at the bar of the othe;r House, and 
of course imparting his own sentiments as the genuine sen- 
timents of the body he was supposed to faithfully represent i 
which, in fadl, if true, was an offence of a very heinous na- 
ture. He therefore trusted, that the Speaker would not re-- 
cede, but would persevere with a spirit and firmness suitable 
to the important seat he occupied. 

Mr. ^^^aV^ G^n^ra/[ Mr. Wedderburne] saidi he wished 
the affair might bq suffered to pass off without taking the 
sense of the House upon it. 

Mr. Rigby said, if it was the sense of the House, he was 
ready to consent that the motion of adjournment shoidd be 
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withdrawn. He had no intention of driving- the Speaker 
from the chair ; nor, if he wefc ever so desirous so to do, 
was he of power or consequence to efFeft it. He main- 
tained the right of private opinion, and freedom of speech ; 
he meant no more from the beginning ; and, as a member of 
that House, in so doing, he presumed, he had not exceeded 
his duty. 

The motion of adjournment was withdrawn, and the aues* 
tlon being put on Mr. Fox*s motion, it was carried witnout 
a division, almost unanimously. 

As soon as the motion was carried, Mr. Serjeant Adair 
moved, and it was ordered, " That the ihanks of this House 
be returned^ to Mr. Speaker for his said Speech io his Majes- 
ty,*' which was likewise agreed to. 
Adjourned to the 12th. 

May 12. 
No debate. 

May 13. 
The House in a committee on a bill for the better securing 
dnd preserving the dock-yards, jnagazines, shi^ps, vessels, 
stores, warehouses, goods, and mercliandizes, being the pro- 
perty of private persons within this kingdom. 

Sir Char Us Bunbury moved to fill up the blank widi the 
words benefit of clergy, 

Mr. Combe. Whoever reads your statute-hook, and sees 
how many crimes are punished with death, whicli are much 
kss heinous than burning of ships, I am surprized any gen- 
tleman shoiJtld think it not hi^h time to put to death such 
dangerous and wicked incendiaries. It is true, John the 
Painter was hanged for burning Portsmouth dock, because 
there is an adl of Parliament that makes it death to burn 
royal docks ; but t^ere is no a£l of Parliament to hang men 
for burning merchant ships or warehouses: and if John the 
Painter had burnt all the ships and warehouses in Bristol, he 
would not have been hanged. And I think the example of 
death full as proper iil*one case as in the other. 

Right Hon. Sir fVilliam Meredith. I agree with my 
honourable friend, that no greater crime can be committed 
than the wilful setting fire to merchant ships, which may 
endanger not only lives and properties, but public safetjr. I 
shoula think this crime, above all others, fit to be punished 
with death, if I could suppose the infli^iou of death at all 
useful in the pi^vention ot crimes. 

But, 
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Buty in subjedls of this nature, we are to consider not what 
the individual is, nor what he may have done : we are to 
consider only what is right for public example, and private 
safety* 

Whether hanging ever did, or can, answer any good pur- 
pose, I doubt : but the cruel exhibition of every execution- 
day, is a proof that hanging carries no-terror with it. And 
I am confident, that every new sanguinary law operates as 
an encouragement to commit capital oiFences ; for it is not 
the mode, but the certainty of punishment, that creates ter- 
ror. What men know they must endure, they fear j what 
they think they can escape, they despise. The multiplicity 
of our hanging laws has produced these two things; frequency 
of condemnation, and frequent pardons. As hope is the first 
and greatest spring of adlion, if it was so, that out of twenty 
convidts one only was to be pardoned, the thief would say, 
** Why may not I be that one ?'' But since, as our laws 
are adlually administered, not one in twenty is executed, the 
thief a6ls on the chance of twenty to one in his favour ; he 
aSs on a fair and reasonable presumption of indemnity ; ' and 
I verily believe, that the confident hope of indemnity is the 
cause of nineteen in twenty robberies that are committed. 

But, if we look to the executions themselves, what exam-^ 
pie do they give ? The thief dies either hardened or penitent. 
We are not to consider such reflecSlions as occur to reason- 
able and good men, but such impressions as are made on 
the thoughtless, the desperate, and the wicked. These men 
look on the hardened villain with envy and admiration. AH 
that animation and contempt of death with which heroes and 
martyrs inspire good men m a good cause, the abandoned vil- 
lain leels in seeing a desperado like himself meet death with 
intrepidity. The penitent thief, on the other hand, often 
makes the sober villain think this way : himself oppressed 
with poverty and want, he sees a man die with, that penitence 
which promises pardon for his sins here, and happiness here- 
after ; straight he thinks, that by robbery, forgery, or mur- 
der, he can relieve all his wants ; and if he be brought to 
justice, the punishment will be short and trifiing, and the 
reward eternal. 

Even in crimes which are seldom or never pardoned, death 
IS no prevention. House-breakers, forgers, and coiners, 
are sure so be hanged ; yet house-breaking, forgery, and 
coining, are the very crimes which are oftenest committed. 

Strange 
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Strange it is, that in the case of blood, of which we ought 
to be most tender, we should still go against reason, and 
against experience, to make unavailing slaughter of our fel- 
low-creatures. A recent event has proved, that policy will 
do what blood cannot do. I mean the late regulation of the 
coinage. Thirty years together men were continually hanged 
ibr coming, still it went on,. but on the new regulation of 
the gold coin, ceased. This event proves these two things : 
the efficacy of police, and the iqefficacy of hanging. But, is 
it not very extraordinary, that since the regulation of the 

f^Id coin, an a£l has passed, making it treason to coin silver, 
ut has it stopped the coining of silver ? On the contrary, 
do not you hear of it more than ever ? It seems as if the law 
and the crime bore the same date. I do not know what the 
honourable member thinks who brought in the bill ; but perhaps 
some feelings may come across his own miixl, when he sees 
how many lives he is taking away for no purpose. Had it been 
fairly stated, and specifically pointed out, what the mischief 
of coining silver in the utmost extent, is, that hanging bill 
might not have been so readily adopted ; under the name of 
treason it found an easy passage. 1 indeed have always un- 
derstood treason to be nothing less than some adt or conspi- 
lacy against the life or honour of the King, and the safety 
of die state ; but what the King or state can suffer by my 
taking now and then a bad sixpence or a bad shilling, I cannot 
imagine. By this nick-name of treason, however, there 
lies at this moment in Newgate, under sentence to be 
burnt alive, a girl just turned of fourteen ; at her master's 
bidding she hid some white- washed farthings behind her 
.stays, on which the jury found her guilty as an accom- 
plice with her master in the treason. The master was hanged 
last Wednesday ; and the faggots all lay ready, no reprieve 
camcitill just as the cart was setting out, and the girl would 
have been burnt alive on the same day, had it not been for 
the humane but casual interference of Lord Weymouth. 
Good God ! Sir, are we taught to execrate the fires of 
Smithfield, and are we lighting ihem now to burn a poor 
harmless child for hiding a white-washed farthing ! And vet, 
this barbarous sentence, which ought to make men shudder 
at the thought of shediding blood for such trivial causes, is 
brought as a reason for more hanging and burning. It was 
recommended to me not many days ago, to bring in a bill to 
make it treason to coin copper as well as gola and silver. 
Yet, in the formation of these sanguinary laws, humanity. 
Vol. VI. N religion. 
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religion, and policy, are thrown out of the qaestion. This 
one wise argument is always sufficient: If yon hang for one 
fauh, why not for another^ if for stealing a sheepy why not 
a cow or a horse ? if for a shilling, why not fora-handker«» 
chief that is worth eighteen- pence, and so on? \Vie thlrrfc- 
fore ought to oppose the increase of the^ new laws ; tbf 
more, because every fresh one begets twenty others. 

When a member of Parliameitt brings in a tiew- hangidlg; 
law, he begins with mentioning some injury that may be 
done to private property, for which a mah is not' yet liable' to 
be hanged, and then proposes the gallows as the specific in-' 
fallible means of cure and prevention ; but the bill in its pro« 
gress often makes crimes capital, that scarce deserve whip- 
ping. For instance, the shop-lifting aft was to prevent 
bankers' and silver-smiths', and other shops, where there 
are commonly goods of great value, from being robbed ; but 
it goes so far, as to make it death to lift any thing off a 
counter with an intent to steal. Under this adl, one Mary- 
Jones was executed, whose case I shall just mention: it was 
at the tinje when press- war rants were issued on tlie alanti 
about Falkland Islands. The woman's husband was pres^ 
ed, their goods seized for some debts of his, and she, with 
two small children, turned into the streets a-begging. *Th 
a circumstance not to be forgotten, that she was very young, 
(under nineteen) and most remarkably handsome. She went 
to a linen-draper's shop, took some coarse lin^n off the coun- 
ter, and slipped it under her cloak ; the shopman saw her, 
and she laid it down : for this she was hanged. Her defence 
was (I have the trial in my pocket), " That she had lived in 
credit, and wanted for nothing, till a press-gang came and 
stole her husband from her ; but, since then, she had no bed 
to lie on ; nothing to give her children to eat ; and tliey were 
almost naked ; and perhaps she miglit have done something 
wrong, for she hardly knew what she did." The parish- 
officers testified the truth of this story ; but, it seems, Aerc 
had been a. good deal of shop-lifting about Ludgate; an ex- 
ample was thought necessary, and this woman was hanged 
for the comfort and satisfaction of some shopkeepers in Lad- 
gate-street. When brought to receive sentence, she behaved 
in such a frantic manner, as proved her mind to be^ in a-di*^ 
stra6ted and desponding state ; and the child was sncking'at 
her breast when she set out for Tyburn. 

Let us refleft a little on this woman's fate. The poct'says, 
" An honest man's the noblest work of God.*' 

He 
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He might have said with equal truth, that 

A beauteous woman's the noblest work of God. 
fiat for what cause was God's creation robbed of this its 
noUesr "Work ? It was for no injury ; bur for a mere attempt to 
ctothef two naked children by unlawful means. Compare this, 
with what the state did, and with what the law did. The' 
scaife bereivcd the woman of her husbrind, and the children 
df a ftther, who was all their support; the law deprived the 
woman of her life, and the children of their remaining pa- 
rent; exposing them to every danger, insult, and merciless 
trtatnient, that destitute arid helpless orphans suffer. Take 
all the" circumstances together, I do not believe that a fouler 
murder was ever committed against law, than the murder of 
this'woman by law. Some who hear me, are perhaps blam- 
ing the judges, the jury, and the hangman ; but neither 
judge, jury, nor hangman, are to blame : they are but mini- 
stetiil agents ; the true hangman is the member of Parlia- 
litent; he who frames the bloody law is answerable for all 
the'bl^xjd that is shed under it. But tliere is a further consi- 
deration still. Dying as these unhappy wretches often do, 
who knows what their future lot may be ! Perhaps, my ho- 
notii^bte friend who mbves this bill, has not yet considered 
himself in the light of an executioner ; no man has more hu- 
manity, no man a stronger sense of religion than himself; 
and I verily believe, that at this moment he wishes as little 
success to his hanging law as I do. His nature must recoil at 
making himself the cause, not only of slledding the blood, but 
perhaps destroying the soul of his fellow-creaiure. 

But the wretches who die arc not the only sufferers; there 
are more and greater objeSs of compassion still : I mean the 
surviving relations and friends. Who knows how many in- 
nocent children we may be dooming to ignominy and wretch- 
edness ? Who knows how many widows' hearts we may break 
with grief, how many grey hairs of parents we may bring 
with sorrow to the grave ? 

. The MoSaiciaw ordained, that for a sheep or an ox, four 
and .five fold should be restored ; and for robbing a house,* 
double ; that is, one fold for reparation, the rest for exam- 
ple*; and the forfeiture was greater, as the property was 
more' e:Jcposed. If the' thief came by night, it was lawful to' 
kill him ; but, if he came by day, he was only to make rest!-- 
tution; and if he had nothing, he was to be sold for his 
thefr. This is all that God required in felonies ; nor can I 
find in hktory any sample of such laws as ours, except a code 

N z that 
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that was framed at Athens by Draco. He made every ofc 
fence capital, upon this modem way of reasoning, ** That 
petty crimes deserved death, and he knew nothing worse for 
the greatest." His laws, it was said, were written not with 
ink, but with blood ; but they were of short duration, being 
all repealed by Solon, except one for murder. 

An attempt was made ^ome years ago by my hon. friend Sir 
Charles Bunbury, to repeal some of the most absurd and cruel 
of our capital laws. The bill passed this House, but was rc- 
jeSed by the Lords, for this reason, " It was an innovation^ 
they said, and subversion of law."^ The very reverse h 
truth. These hanging laws are themselves innovations. No 
less than three and thirty of them passed during the last 
reign. I believe, I myself was the first person who checked 
the progress of them. When the great Alfred came to the 
throne, he found the kingdom over-run with robbers ; but 
the silly expedient of hanging never came into his head: he 
instituted a police, which was, to make every township an* 
swerable for the felonies committed in it. Thus property be- 
came the guardian of property ; and all robbery was so cf- 
feftually stopped, that (the historians tell us) in a very shoit. 
time a man might travel through the kingdom unarmeid widi 
his purse in his hand. 

Treason, murder, rape, and burning a dwelling-bouse, 
were all the crimes that were liable to be punished with death 
by our good old comnK>n law. And such was the tenderness^ 
such the relu£tance to shed blood, that if recompense could 
possibly be made, life was not to be touched. Treason being 
against the King, the remission of that crime was in the 
Crown. In case of murder itself, if compensation could be 
made, the next of kin might discharge the prosecution, 
which, if once discharged, could never be revived. If a 
ravisher could make the injured woman satisfaSion, the law 
had no power over him ; she might marry the man under the 
gallows, if she pleased, and take him from Uiejawsof death 
to the lips of matrimony. But so fatally are we deviated 
from the benignity of our ancient laws, that there is now" un* 
der sentence of death an unfortunate'clergyman, who made 
satisfaction for the injury he attempted ; the satisfa&ion was 
accepted ; and yet the acceptance of the satisfaftion and the 
prosecution bear the same date. 

There docs not occur to' my thoughts, a proposition more 

abhorrent from nature, and from reason, than that in a mat« 

tcr of property, when rcstitttUou is made, blood should still 



A. 1777. DEBATES. lii 

tc required; But in regard to our whole system of criminal 
1aw» and much more to our habits of thinking and reasoning 
upon it, there is a sentence of the great Roman orator, 
which I wish those who hear me to remark ; exhorting the 
senate to put a stop to executions, he says, " NoHtey quiri-^ 
feSf hanc savitiam diutim patty qua non modo tot civ€5 atrocis^ 
simi sustulity sed humanitatem tpsam ademt consuetudine incom^ 
moderumy 

Having said so much on the general principles of our cri- 
mbal laws, [ have only a short word or two to add, on the 
two propositions now nefore us. One, as moved by the ho- 
nourable gentleman [Mr. Combe] to hang persons that wil- 
fully set fire to ships ; the other, moved as an amendment 
by my honourable friend [Sir Charles Bunbury] is to send 
such offenders to work seven years on the Thames. 

The question arises from the alarming events of the late 
fires at Portsmouth and Bristol : for which the incendiary \% 
put to death. But, will pn aft of Parliament prevent such 
men as John the Painter from coming into the world, or con- 
troul them when they are in it? You might as well bring in 
a bill to prevent the appearance, or regulate the motions, of 
a comet. John the Painter was so far from fearing death, 
that he courted it: was so far froqi concealing his aft, that 
he told full as much as was true, to his own convifcion. 
When once a villain turns enthusiast, he is above all law. Pu- 
nishment IS his reward, and death his glorv. But, though tiiis 
law will be useless against villains, it is dangerous, and may 
be fatal to many an innocent person. There is not an honest 
■ industrious carpenter ' or sailor, who may not be endangered 
in the course of his daily labour ; they are constantly using 
fire and combustible matter about shipping, tarring and 
pitching, and caulking ; accidents are continually happening : 
and who knows how many of those accidents may be attri- 
buted to design ? Indeed, the aft says, the firing must be 
done wilfully and maliciously ; but judges and juries do not al- 
ways distinguish right between the faft and the intention. 
it is the province of a jury only to try the faft by the inten- 
tion ; but they are too apt to judge of the intention by the 
faft. Justices of peace, however, are not famed for accu- 
rate and nice distinftions ; and all the honprs of an ignomi- 
nious death would be too much to threaten every honest ship- 
wright with, for what may happen in the necessary work of 
bis calling. 

N 3 But, 
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•But» as I think punishment necessary. fpr so heinous. an of* 
fence, and, as the end of all punishment is example; of the 
two modes of punishment, I shall prefer that which is most 
profitable in point of ex;ample. Aljbwing then, the pu«. 
nishment of death its utmost force, it is on^ ^ort and mo- 
nientary ; that of labour permanent ; and so. much example 
is j;ainod in him who is reserved for labour, more than in him 
who is put to death, as there are hours in the life of the one, 
beyond thQ short moment of the other's death. 

Mr. Dundas, (lord advocate) spoke against the motion. 
The question was put ; for the words 10^ against them 
.^9 ; but these not making a House, the Speaker was fetched 
trom his room. 

The bill was ordered to be reported, but it was prop- 
ped. 

May 14. 
Lord TSiorih rose, and went through the wide circuit of the 
finances, and took a transient view of the general posture of 
public ai&irs in his progress. His lordslup observed, that 
the expences of the American war were great, but they were 
necessary, and would of course require a suitable provision. 
The arts of designing men had wrought upon our subjedls in 
that country, to throw off her obedience and constitutional 
dependency on this, and to resist pur lawful authority, by an 
appeal to arms. Government had taken every step wluch was 
likely to recall the colonists to a proper sense of the duty they 
owed to the mother-country. Lenient measures had, how- 
ever, an efie£l verv different from wliat might reasonably be ex- 
pected ; our mocleration only increased their insolence ; our 
tenderness their disobedience ; and what arose fronqi sentiments 
the most indulgent and affcSionate on our part, was in- 
terpreted to spring from motives which never existed. Our 
moderation was looked upon to have proceeded from timidity^ 
and our reludlance to coercion to an inability to support our 
just authority. He should forbear, he said, to recall to. the 
memory of the House, the several transa£lions which took 
place from the commencement of the present disputes, till the 
Congress avowed those' sentiments America had all along en- 
tertained, and had publicly declaied those objedis she had in 
view from the beginning. The avowal of independence 
cleared up wtiat'lpd hitherto been deeply involved in doubt 
and obscurity ; and that in such a manner, and accompanied 
with such striking circumstances, as to afford reason^e ex* 
pc£tationSy that from that instant there w^ould but two de- 
scriptions 
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scriptions of men >oxist in this ^coancry; namely, such as 
vitQuld be for exerting the whole power and strength of this 
country in support of its legislative authority, and: such, as 
looking upon the task attended with great expence and diiS- 
^oity, might think it better to withdraw our care and protec- 
tion entirely. These expeftations, however rational, did 
npt turn out as miffht be expefted ; for the very persoiis y^ho 
khink America ot the atmost importance to the opulence, 
strength, stnd national dignity of Great Britain, nevenlKioss 
contend, that • tlie surest means of recovering it, is to aban* 
doa and desert our rights by way of ensuring them. He 
mentioned this circumstance merely to point out what absur* 
dities men may be led into, who prefer partial considerations 
to the general good of the whole. The other description of 
Ykien, who might think the recovery of America not worth 
die toil, trouble, and expence, were so inconsiderable in point 
^f "number, that he mentioned them merely for form sake ; 
so that he might, stating the exception of the two descrip- 
tions just mentioned, justly affirm, that there was a very 
preat majority of the nation at large, as well widiout as with* 
.m that House, who were upon every ground of right, justice, 
•expediency, ^ndsound policy, for prosecuting the war against 
«ur rebellious subje£^s in America, till they should submit to» 
ia«d acknowledge the legislative supremacy of Parliament, or 
'be compelled to it. His lordship then observed, that from 
«a variety of concurrent circumstances, nothing decisive had 
^been attempted till late in the course of the last summer, 
when, considering that the time for carrying on militarv 
"Operacions had. been far advanced, our arms effected as much 
.as the most sanguin^e expeftations could have formed. So 
-matters stood at the close of the campaign. We had now 
• every reason to expeft, that the present would effedtually put 
. ^n end to the distraded state of that country, by compelling 
the obstinate to a due submission to the laws, and by afford- 
ing a ,prote£Uon to those, who, from compulsion, had been 
'fbfcqd into measures they secretly abhorred. The expences 
of this just and necessary war were, he allowed, great, and 
■the burdens consequent of such measures hc^vy; however, 
the propriety, of them being acknowledged by a very great 
majority of persons within and without doors, it remained 
with government only to provide for those expences in sMth 
a manner, aS' to throw the weight a^ much as possible upon 
the opulent ; or, in ether wprds, to tax properly instead of 
labour. la a ^con^meroial and manufafturing country, cus- 

N 4 ^^^^i 
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tomsy excises, or taxes, which fall, or eventually afieA 
the merchant or manuta£lurer, ought to be avpiaed i so 
ought all taxes of any kind, which are felt by the lower part 
of the community, either as raising the price of raw mate^ 
rials, or* falling heavy upon articles of daily and necessary 
consumption. This could not always be the case, particu* 
larly in great operations of finance; because, when large 
sums are to be raised, they require suitable provisions, and 
must reach the body of the people, who *are the great consu- 
mers ; but in instances where the sums wanted will admit of 
it, the obje£ls of taxation should ever be property and the 
luxuries of life. The taxes, therefore, which he meant to 
propose to the House, were to be laid strifUy conformable to 
the system of taxation he had now exfJained. They would 
be produ6live taxes; .they would fall on property, where 
that objedl was in contemplation; or upon what was pencr 
rally understood to bear a diredl relation to the luxuries- of 
life. 

His lordship then proceeded to state the different items 
granted in the committee of supply, under the respedlive 
heads of expenditure. He said, the expence of maintaining 
seamen, including 45,000 marines, was 2,340,000!. ordl* 
nary of navy, 400,805!. buildings, 465,500!. Greenwich 
hospital, 4000I. navy bills paid off, i,ooo,oool. in all 
4,210,3051. Army in America, &c. 64^^,009!. staff in 
Great Britain, 1 1,470!. Hanoverians in Gibraltar,&c. 56,974!. 
Hanau troops, i8,oool. ditto Waldeck, 17,0001. ditto 
Brunswick, 93,000!. Hessians, 336,0001. provisions for. fo- 
reign troops, 41,0001. deficiencies dino, 7000I. artillery 
ditto, 48,0001. Chelsea hospital, 105,000!. half-pay to re- 
duced officers, 93,000!. horse -guards reduced, loool. Amc- 
. rican extraordinaries, 1,200,000!. Hessian chasseurs, 36,000!. 
Hanau ditto, 16,000!. Anspach troops, 39,000!. deficiency, 
Hessian chasseurs, 3000I. total expence of army, 3,773,000!. 
Ordnance, 320,000), extra ditto, 272,000!. in all 592,000!. 
Miscellaneous services, Scotcli roads and bridges, 7000!. 
civil establishment in America and Africa, 27,000!. Ameri- 
can surveys, 3000I. German hospitals, 41,000!. sufierew. .in 
America, 33,000!. convidts on Tiiames, iSool. Commons 
addresses, 1 3,0001. expences advanced for inquiries relative 
to the state of the poor throughout England and Wales, 506I. 
in all, 144,0001. Exchequer bills discharged, i,500,00Ol. 
vote of credit discharged, ioo,oooL civil list arrears, 
6j8,oooL prizes to be paid in YoUw^, joofiOoU grants 
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1776, 6l,OOOl. three and a half per cent. 1758, 44,000). 
land, 250,0001. malt, 2QO,oool. in al) 558,dool. Total of 
supplies, including , 56,9901. excess oi ways and means, 
12,592,000!- Before he proceeded to st3tc the sum he in- 
tended to fund, he observed, that a tax upon servants was 
often strongly rcccmmendctl, as those who kept them were 
always presumed to be opulent, and proper objcfls of taxa- 
tion ; that the cperaiion of the tax wotld have a doihle ef- 
fcA ; respecting those in the high classes of life, it would be 
taxing a luxury, and one too of the first inaf ritudc ; aiici as 
to die middling people of all descriptions, it coi:ld not be 
very severely felt. It was designed to be a izy. upon n:ale ser- 
vants. With such as kept two male servsnis, and all who 
kept a greater number, it might most certainly be deemed a 
luxury, which rose in proportion to the number. Some kept 
thirty or more male servants. Every one would " leadily 
agree, that men of that description might well afford to pay 
a guinea each. Descend downwards to the person who kept 
but two, the principle held good. If the tax should press 
hard upon any person of that description, all he had to do 
was to keep but one. There was but one plausible objeiftion 
Co the tax ; and it was, that it would press hard upon great 
numbers of people who kept but one, and did not keep a se- 
cond ; persons who possessed \)ut scanty incomes, &c. Even 
in that case, he doubted much whether the tax would be much 
felt. Few indeed kept a male servant who would have just 
reason to complain ; there might be some exceptions ; but it 
was impossible for the mind ot man to frame a general tax, 
that would not fall seemingly heavy upon some individuals* 
Besides, as the tax was cxpeified to produce a large sum, and 
was taken in the ways and means accordingly, it would be 
very improper to make such exception, on purpose to relieve 
- persons of that description from the tax ; because it might, in 
fa<Sl:, exonerate a very great number of persons that were well 
able to pay. ■ For instance, those who kept but one servant 
wookl not only avoid the tax, but he that kept two, to avail 
himself of the exemption, might discharge one; ainl thus 
a very great number, much the greater who were to contri- 
bute to the tax, would be totally exempted. For these, rea- 
sons, he would propose it to be a general tax ; because it was 
intended to be produdive, which it never could, if those 
who were to contribute so largely to it were to be exempted, 
in order to free a few individuals, who might not he proper 
ohje&s of a tax, intended to be laid on luxury. Computing, 
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therefore, that there were about 100,000 male servauttrin 
this covntry, chat would be liable to pay the tax at one guinea 
per annum, he should lake it, at that con.putation, .which 
wouki produce iOj*oooI. He observed, that it was^only de* 
signed to tax ^rvancs retained for luxury, not tho^ie employed 
in trad^, manufaftures, commerce, &c. because they by'i¥> 
means came within the principles of the law, which was to 
tax the luxuries of life. 

The next tax he proposed to lay, was an additional d[uty 
on all deeds and paper writingiT sealed. The shilling usLwp 
laid on the ytli of George the Second, produced 32,000). 
the tax laid on the last year produced rather more ; an addi* 
tional tax, therefore, of eighteen-pence would produce about 
.48, but he should take it at 45,000). This was . evidently a 
tax upon property, and came dire<^ly within his intention. 
He* meant to extend it to certain transfers of property in the 
northern part of the kingdom, to surrenders of copyhold 
estates in England, which, at a very low computation, would 
produce io,oool. per annum ; so that the whole of the statnp 
duties would amount to 55,000!. He estimated those duties 
very low, for though there was an additional shilling laid upon 
deeds the preceding session, they produced an increasing re- 
venue. 

The duties laid on the materials used in the tnakiog of 
glass on importatit)n, he observed, was a very impolitic one, 
because it tended to encourage the foreign manutadlure, and 
discourage our o^vvn. He should, theretore, move to h^vc 
the duty upon importation repealed, to have additional du-r 
ties, nearly equal to a prohibition, laid upon wrought or 
.manufa£lured glass imported ; which would, at lea^t as far as 
the home consumption was concerned, give us the whole of 
the manufat:ture. It must be by the vvay of an excise; it 
was unavoidable ; but when the smallness of the duty was 
considered, and the gre^t advantages balanced against it» he 
trusted it would be toujud every way acceptable and ben^&- 
cial. To effe£l this, he proposed to lepeal the dvitics laid en 
by the 19th of the late. King, on all materials or .metals im- 
ported, and used in tlie making of glass ; and to ensure the 
monopoly, to lay a duty of sixteen-pence per pound on .^11 
enamelled, stained, and , pa$te glass, window glass, and ^U^s 
cakes; and four shillings per dozen on all bottles imponedi. 
This, he said, would of necessity keep the whok glass mami- 
. fa£lory within the kingdom. It would answer two way(» to 
efFeft the ^ame end. It would Ipwcr clje materials» and to- 
tally 
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tally prevent the native raanufadlurer to be undersold. Iji 
consideracion of this very great encouragement to enable the 
jnanafa(^urer to pay the tax, he vvoukl propose to lay the fol- 
lowing excises ; that is to say, seven shillings per hundred on 
^U spread glass ; fourteen shillings on all other window glass ; 
.(kree shillings and sixpence per cwt. upon all materials pre- 
pared and used in the making of common bottles, not bcin^ 
via}s, or intended to hold chemical preparations, garden glass, 
-and other vials, made of common bottles. This tax, he com- 
muted, woul4 bring in about 45,0001. 

He observed, that the last tax he had In contenjplation, 
was a tax upon another species of property, upon estates, 
{louses, and goods, sold by au6lion. The tax was intended 
to answer tpore purposes than those of mere finance. Auflions 
were multiplied of late years, in all parts of the kingdom, to 
.^hat excess, as to be very mischievous to every fair trader ; 
,and in many cases were attended with circumstances of gross 
.fraud and imposition. But even where they were nccom- 
.panied with no such circumstances, they were fair ohjeSs of 
.tstfation, and were already taxed in Holland, the country 
An Europe where the public burdens were most judiciously 
laid on. If the manner of paying a tax had any thing to re- 
commend it, the present would ; for it would ac all times be 
,paid with facility, from the produce of the sale, without 
•putting the person who was to pay it to any difficulty. He 
-believed it would be a very produdfive tax, but lie should take 
it at 37,oool. much under, rather than over, the mark, 
which l.ad been his aim in every one of tliem. As au6Uoneer- 
ing was become so extremely profitable a business, and from 
which such large incomes were drawn, and fortunes made, 
he thought the auAioneers themselves were very jproper ob- 
jeSts of taxation ; taking that .circumstance into considera* 
tion, he should lay the tax accordingly. He proposed, there- 
fore, to lay a tax of twenty shillings upon every au<Sionecr 
, in the cities of London and Westminster, and within the 
- bills of mortality, and five shillings upon every other auc- 
tioneer in Great Britain. This tax would have another bene- 
ficial efFe(^, as it would ascertain their number, and plaqes 
of abode, and of course render the colledlion of the tax much 
more easy and certain. The sum of threepence in the pound 
for every twenty sliillings assigned by sales by auction, of any 
interest in possession, or reversion, in any freehold, copy- 
hold, leasehold tenements or holdings ; and of any utensils of 
husbandry^ farming stock» sliips» and vessels; and of any 

revcr* 
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versionary in the public funds. And the sum of sixpence for 
every twenty shillings arising by sale of all furniture, fix- 
tures, plate, piSures, jewels, books, horses, and carriages ; 
iand all other goods and chattels whatever. 

His lordsliip having gone through the supplies, and his 
account of the proposed taxes, then proceeded to state the 
ways and means; to point out the deficiency ; and to specify 
it, as the sum me^nt to be funded. He informed the com* 
mittee, that the land-tax, at four shillings in th^ pound, was 
2,ooo,oool. malt 750,0001. surplus of sinking fund, Janu- 
ary 5th, 295,0001. ditto, 5th of April, 760,000!. growing 
produce of the sinking fund, 1,939,0001. duties on rice, &c. 
^oobl. American revenues lOOOl. gum Senega duty lOOoK 
irom lord Holland's executors^ 200,000! and new exche- 
quer bills i^,oool. which amounted in the \yhole to 
7,452,0001. This then, his lordship observed, would leave 
a« balance, including the excess of grants, of 5, coo,oool. so 
as to balance the supplies, which he stated before, were 
12,952,0001. 5,000,0001. of this deficiency he proposed to 
fund, and raise the other 500,0001. by a lottery of fifty 
thousand tickets, at lol. each ; the pri^jes to be made payable 
at the bank, without dedudlion in money : the five millions 
were to be funded at an annuity of four per cent. The low 
price of stocks, he observed, at present, would not admit of 
these annuities bringing their full value ; that is, for every 
annuity of four per cent, granted, lool. subscription. The 
public must, in all money transadtions, conform themselves 
to the market ; and the prices which govern the market at 
present being about 80I. for three per cents, four per cents, 
would not bring at most above 95I. consequently there woutd 
be a deficiency of five per cent, or loss to the public. This 
was unavoiadable from the state of the stocks; it was there- 
fore the business of Parliament to make the best bargain thej 
could for the public ; at the same time taking care that the 
terms should be such, as would invite the annuitants to suhr 
scribe; because, how well soever monied men, from theiif 
confidence in government, or the justice of the national 
cause we are engaged in, might be inclined to support it, it 
could be hardly expedted, unless in imminent danger indeed, 
which was by no means the case at present, that they woukl 
part with their money without some prospeft of immediate 
advantage. Besides, should the bargain be hard, and the 
profit uncertain or precarious, it could not in the nature pf 
djings be expc&cd^ that the subscription would fill so fast as 
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"where the advantage was probable, or almost certain ; on tlie 
contrary, it might fill slowly ; and if in the mean time the 
stopks should fall, or the subscription hang, because the bar- 
gain was no objedl of gain, it might not only operate for ihe 
present, but throw difficulties in the way of raising money 
next year, when, perhaps, we should be obliged to pay a 
double, or treble premium. For these reasons, he was wil- 
ling to steer a middle course ; because he was sure it was the 
best at the long run. He proposed to make up the five per 
cent, deficiency, being the difference between the market price 
of four per cents, and tlie annuity, by a premium of one-half 
per cent, for ten years, which was worth 4I. is. and comput- 
ing the lottery ticket which was to be given as an additional 
premium of 3I- it would raise ihe whole of the premium to 
7I. IS. which made the subscription worth 102I. is. or 2\, is. 
profit to the subscriber. Taking then, the transaftion in 
its true light, the public would be nineteen shillings gainer;, 
because, it received a hundred pounds for what at mai ket, in 
private hands, was intrinsically worth no more than 99I. 4s, 

After drawing breath some lime, his lordship seeming to 
he greatly fatigued, he proceeded to observe, that the interest 
or annuity of four per cent, on five millions, was exaftly 
200,0CX>1. and the one-half per cent, premium was 25,oooL 
which together amounted to 225,0001. The new taxes were 
taken for 242,000). which, after deducing 40C0I. average 
produce of duty on plate to be repealed, would leave the 
new taxes at 238,000). or a surplus of 13,0001. to be trans- 
ferred to the uses of the sinking-fund. He hoped the taxes 
would produce considerably more, as he had under-rated 
some of them, particularly the aucSion and servants' tax 
were stated considerably short of their probable amount. 

As to the state of tlie nation, either in respeft of the war 
in America, or the disposition of the House of Bourbon, he 
was rather loose and general, than pointed or explicit. He 
said, we continued to receive very friendly assurances from 
the court of France, and that no preparations were going on 
in Spain sufficient to alarm us, either on our own account, or 
that of our allies. He remarked in particular, that France 
had begun to disarm ; and as a still stronger proof that the 
most Christian King meant nothing hostile, the Newfound- 
land fleet had sailed without a convoy, or even that sort of 
pro(e£lion, wliich is given in times of the most profound tran- 
quillity ; and a recent proof he had received that morning of 
the very friendly and pacific disposition of the court of Ver- 
sailles, 
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sailles, pot it beyond doubt ; which was, that the pirate wfav 
had maile prize of the Harwich packet, was in confinement 
at Dunkirk by order of that court ; a circumstance too strongs 
to require any collateral information to support his formef^ 
assertion, that we had nothing to apprehend from that quaiv* 
ter, which was likely to interrupt us from prosecuting octf 
intentions of reducing our rebellious colonies- to a slate of* 
constitutional obedience. 

Mr. Fox observed, the great obje£l of the war ivae a reve-* 
nueto be drawn from America. Experience had nowcon-^ 
vinced all men of common sense, let the present campaign be 
ever so prosperous in point of vidtory or negotiation, that no* 
revenue now, nor hereafter, was to be dra^wn, or even so- 
much as expciSled, from America, The idea was scouted by? 
bis lordship's warmest friends ; yet the noble lord, to aniuse' 
the country gentlemen, talks of relief from that quarter^ 
Our burthais are to be shifted on the shoulders of our Ame-« 
rican brethren. He doubted much whether the nobte lord^ 
had ever any such serious ex|7e6^ation. He might have an 
immediate mterest in afFefling to think so ; but whatever 
might be his motives then, he was ceitain the noble lord' 
would not roundly assert, oi affirm, that he seriously ex* 
peeled America woukl ever afford any other revenue la 
Great Britain, but what might 1^ derived from her trade in 
amity, even in the event of a successful war, or an amicable* 
negotiation. He appealed to his lordship, if the tea tax was 
not the c^use of the present war ? Was it consistent with 
common sense, that America, with a powerful fleet and 
at my, woukl enter into a negotiation to pay a tax which they 
had spent so much blood ainl treasure to resist ? It was pre^ 
posterous to hold out such ideas to a society of grown persons. 
His lordship -must surely by this time have learned, that 
even that House be^an to be tired ; ihc sensible men, the 
noble lord's own friends, are grown sick of war, and the 
expence attending it. Contraftors and placemen, and their 
dependants^ only wish for its continuance. If they are 
ashamed to take the task upon themselves, the Lords may 
do it for them. They will have been the means of repealing 
the pla«e tax^ why not dispose of that • on tea in the sa^ne 
manner ? He endeavoured to prove, that the nation would 
be a losef of above ten per cent, upon the loan, which wbs 
full halfa million ; and that, considering all circumstances, it 
was the most scandalous bargain that ever was made for the! 
public. He was certain, he said, that a shilling would never 

be 
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hte'goi froiH America'; for, after the repeated successes which' 
he hsici often heard dwelt upon in that House, our troops had' 
gained in America, ' and the cry in consequence of these sue- 
xTcsscs, that A\frei-ica was conquered, and all waspver ! What 
was the cJise? The very first a6lion in which America had* 
the adtatitage; and defeated the Hessians in their post ar 
Trcrtton, the American army increased immediately; our 
umy was obliged to give way ; nor had we force to pro- 
ttSt or avail' ourselves of the advantages we had gained^ 
so as to be able to keep our ground. From this sin- 
gle circumstance, he said, he had a right to infer two 
things; one was, that our force was not equal to c n- 
ijtiest, and that it was impossible we could e^cpedl to bring 
America over by fair means while we continued to insist on 
taxing her. He was very severe on the cruel and inhuman 
condudl of the Hessians, of their plundering the innocent na- 
tives, and abusing the aged and helpless. Our own troops 
were almost as culpable, with this difference, that the Eng- 
lish spent the spoil, and the foieign barbarians hoarded it. 
He could venture, he said, to infonn the House, that Ame- 
rica had raised a very formidable force against the next cam- 
paign, with little or no difficulty, while our army would be 
considerably weaker than it was at the opening of the lafit. 
He said, he had frequently heard the paper money of the co- 
lonics depreciated by the noble lord who sj)oke last; but' he 
doubted, notwithstanding the painted outside held forth this 
day, but it would be found security equally substantial with 
any one fund his lordship could devise. 

Mr. jfenkiuscn supported every one of the noble lord's cal- 
culations, going over precisely the same ground ; and copied 
his lordship's detail as exadlly as if they had been copied 
from the same original. He took a retrospedtive view of the 
condu<5l of other chancellors, panic ularly of Mr. Leggc, 
who was esteemed a very able financier; and insisted, that 
the present bargain was one of the most advantageous that 
ever was made for the pubUc, when so large a sum was to be 
fuuded. He allowed, the events of war, or of negotiation, . 
were uncertain ; but for his part, he should never depart 
from his original opinion, that if America was to remain a 
part of the British empire, she ought most certainly to bear 
ia proportionnble shane of the expence of general protc<Slion. 
He approved highly of the taxes, as hitting the proper me- 
dium l)Ctweea wfiat was called mere luxuries, and the neces» 
varies of life In shore, they were laid upoa the eleeant 



19^ PARLIAMENTARY A.x^jj. 

conveniencies of life, which were the true obje<as of taxation 
m every well regulated state. ^ The propcKoi duties, he said, 
were not only judiciously, but equitably laid. 

Mr. Burke pointed his wit mostly at the honourable gen- 
tleman who spoke last, whom he considered as the real minister. 
He made his acknowledgments to him for that flood of know* 
ledge he poured forth, in order to fru6lify and improve an ig- 
norant ajid admiring multitude. His wonder, however, ceasra, 
wlien he considered whence those copious streams of sapience, 
information, and instrudtion flowed. His opportunities were 
many, and well chosen ; and his counsellors great, able, and 
powerful. He stood in high estimation, he knew, in the 
highest places; yet, for all his parts, and all his acquired 
knowledge, it would be extremely difficult for him to shew 
that the surest steps towards conquering America, or inducing 
the colonies to come to terms of accommodation, would be to 
apprize them, that, conquer or submit, they must pay the ex- 
pence of conquest, or of the measures previously t^ken to in- 
duce them to submit to unconditional obedience. On the 
contrary, experience, every thing in America, and out of 
it, contradicted such an absurd expeftation. They would, 
he was certain, sooner die in the field, than submit to such 
base and ignominious terms. He said he was, and ever would 
be, ready to support a just war, whether against subjecls or 
alien enemies ; but where justice, or a colour of justice, was 
wanting, he, should ever be the first to op|)ose it. Among 
other melancholy efFedls of the present impolitic civil war, he 
said, the loss of the American trade was one of die greatest. 
France had got possession of it ; our American subjects had 
found ihQ way thither. Every other mischief might, in 
some measure, be remedied or removed ; that, he feared, 
would never again flow in its native channel, be the event of 
negotiation or hostility what it might. 

Governor Johnstone spoke a few words. He said America 
was lost, he feared, for ever. We were not able to conquer, 
and they would never consent to receive us as allies, much less 
as masters. 

Lord North rose, but rather confined himself to the an^ 
swering particular questions put to him by Messrs. Fox and 
Burke, than to a general defence of the American war, or to 
any dire6l assertions of success in the way of either concilia- 
tion or conquest. He said the honourable gentlemen pressed 
much for specific answers to the several qu9Stions they pro- 
pounded ; some of which he was totally ignorant of, because 

they 
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they did not belong to his dcpartraept ; .others were, of little or 
no importance ; and the greater part of them were of such a 
nature, as not to admit of any specific answer, because they 
depended upon events, of which no man coiild speak posi- 
tively. Such as came within his knowledge, he had replied 
to fully* If he had omitted any thing material, he trusted 
to the candour of the honourable gentlemen, thar they would 
impute It to an indifferent state of health, which would not ad? 
mit him to go into the whole question of the American war, 
or the state of the foreign powers ; but that there would be se- 
veral opportunities before the conclusion of the session, ia 
•which the gentlemen might bring those subjedls forward, ia 
order for the purpose of their undergoing a full and complete 
discussion. 

. Colonel Barre was severe on Lord North, and pledged 
himself that he would bring a diredl charge against the no- 
ble lord to-morrow, of his abuse in oflSce, in respefit of some 
of the contradls. 

Lord jNotiA said, he was ready to meet any charge it wag 
in the power of the honourable gentleman to make* He kn^w 
he had no right to ask the gentleman the specific charge, or 
the nature of it ; but since he was to be publicly accused of so 
^reat a crime as an abuse or malversation in office, in the 
lace of the nation, he hoped the honourable gentleman would 
be so generous to let him know the nature of his accusation, 
that he might be the better enabled to defend himself to-mor- 
i-ow. 

Colonel Barri replied, he did not wish to take any man by 
surprize ; he had often mentioned it before. It was relative 
to contradls and contradlors ; but the matter he more particu- 
larly adverted to, was the article of rum, contra£led to be sent 
from Jamaica and the ceded islands, to North America, for 
.the use of the fleet and army. 

The committee then (the question being put on the first re- 
solution) were proceeding to divide, but Opposition declined? 
and the resolutions were ordered to be reported. 

As soon as the House was resumed, and the Speaker in the 
thair, he acquainted the House how extremely disagreeable it 
was to him to stand in the situation he did all day, relative to 
the admitting gf strangers into the gallery, some being let in, 
and others not. That it was the sense of the House,the other 
day, that strangers should be let in till the end gallery was 

Vol. VL O fulL 
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fdH. Kfe give dircftions accordingly ; but when the set-' 
j€ant came and lold him that the end gallery was full, he 
gave orders that no more should be adrrtitted. However, re- 
peated applications after that being made by several of the 
ftiembers, winch, for the reason now assigned, he wis obliged 
10 refuse, he believed several of the members were displeased 
at the refusal ; he therefore wished to know ^hat the House 
would have done to-morrow ? 

. Sir Ifamis Lowther said, he made no doubt but the Speaker 
was informed there was no room in the gallery, and that it 
was full ; but he begged to assure the House, that he Went up 
to see, and found it not full, but capable of holding nearly as 
fidany more. 

Mr. RigbymzAt atonement to the Speaker for his harsH 
expressions on Friday, He said, the Speaker ought to be 
supported, and that order ought to be maintained in all points. 
He observed, that a less gocd-natured man would keep order 
better. When Mr. Onslow was speaker, he would not \ci 
members stand on the flocy, or by the chair, or behind the 
chair talking ; and when the House was disorderly, he used 
to call out and say, he hoped the House would support him 
in jceeping order ; and as to the gallery, and the crowd there, 
he knew no business that strangers, or any one else, but the 
members of that House, had there. 

Sir yames Larocke said, the crowd was so great in the 
lobby, that it was with great difficulty he could get into the 
engrossing-office with a bill ; and he hoped it would be kept 
clear to-morrow. 

Lord Oftgley was against admitting any one into the gallery. 
He said, he knew no business strangers had there ; and was 
for having the standing order put in force. 

Sir yames Lowther was for letting strangers in to-morfow- 
bccause he believed there would be no great croU-d. He left 
it, however, to the Speaker himself, who, he was certain, 
woukl a<5t properly. 

Governor yoknUane said, few would come to-morrow from 
the city, a^ the terms for raising the money were known ; but 
perhaps a body of contra6tors might come ^nd make a crowd, 
^nd occupy all the front seats. 

The Speaker said, as gentlemen seemed to entertain diffetent 
opinions on the siibjeft, he would enScavoor to do as well a» 
his couldfc 



Aburail 



A.1777 1) E B At* Eft' i^ 

j»straa of the SUPPLIES tf«rf WAYS and MEANS. 

SUPPLIES, J777. 
^Vhen voted. NAVY. 

1776. £. s. d. £. s. d. 
Nov. 9. 45CX50 sestfneit 

(with 10129 marines) 2340000 O O 
26. Ordinary of HavJ 

and half-pay 40080^ 2 lO 

1777. Buildings, &c. Ships 465^00 O O / 
May 21. Greenwich hos* 

pital 4000 o o 

Discharge of navydebh idooooo o o 



1776. A k M Y. 

Nov. 16. 20734 men, 

with 3212 in^ids 648009 16 5 

General and staff of- 
ficers '1473 '8 61 

Guards and garrisons 949720 11 3 

Difference between 

British and Irish pay 47 178 o 3 

Pay of five battalions of 
Hanoverians at Gib- 
raltar and Minorca, and 
provisions for three bat- 
talions at Gibraltar 56074 19 4I 

12667 Hessians for 
1777^ 
' >■ A regiment of Hanau 

Ditto of Waldeck 

4300 * Bruns wickers 

Provisions for foreign 

troops in America 41427 17 7J 

Deficiency of pay for 
Hessian troops to 24 
Dec. 1776 6617 ' 5 3$ 

Ditto of Hanau 1013 ^ ^^ 

Artillery for foreign 

troops, 1777 26053 7 4 



42103(05 2 to 



33^32 » 


6i 


I8I8I 15 


H 


17370 8 


U 


93947 15 


8 



Carried over 2254001 13 1 1 4210395 % 10 
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» £• ^* ^- . £^ ^' ^' 

firoughtovcr 2254001 13 11 42103O5 ai 10 

. Ditto for (Htto,.X776 5152.12 3! 

Artillery of Hesse 

; Casscl, for 1776 13973 16 o 

Do. of Hanau, ditto 3383 16 8 

i777.Do.ofWaldeqk,do. 403 19 9I 

Jan. 31. Clvelsea hospital 105279 13. 9 

Reduced officers 936^6 84^ 

Two troops of horse . 

guards reduced "754 i^ i 

Pensions to widows • 370 o o 
Feb.22. Land extras 1200602 -12 5f 
Jf ar.; 24* Regimept of 

Hessiian chasseurs 36728 18 8f . 
Regiment of Hanau 

chasseurs 16326 10 i| 
1 285 troops of Bbn- 

denbourg Anspach 395B8 2 4I 
Deficiency of vote 
for Hessian chas- 
seurs 3390 I 8 4i 



1776. O R D N A N C E. 

Nov. 16. Ordinaries 3201 11 18 11 
Extraordinaries 272705 18 i 



3773592 '7 io| 



592817 17 O 



1777. MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES, 
Jan. 31. Roads and 

bridges in Scotland 6997 '3 7 

Mar» 4. Civil establish- 
ments, viz. 
In America. 
St. John*s 3006 00 
Georgia 2816 00 
N. Scotia 4596 10 5 ~ ^ 
E. Florida 5950 o o _ 
W. Florida 5900 00 
In Africa. 
.^Scnegamb^5550 o o. 
^. ^ -- — , 27812 10 5 



Carried over 34S10 \ o 8^16115; 17 Sf 
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/. s. d. jr, J. d. 

Brought over 34810 4 o 8576715 17 8f 

American surveys ^993 5 o 

April 29. British Museum 3000 o Q 
May 8. Unsatisfied claims 

and demands of the Land- 
grave of Hesse Cassel for 

expences on account of 

hospitals in Germany last 

war 41820 14 5 

Relief of civil officen(at< 

tached to Government) 

in America 3^934 ^^ ^ 

Expencc of convifts on 

the Thames 1879 ^^ 6 

Commons addresses 13060 2 o 

June 2. Journals of the H. 

of Commons 600 o O 

5. African forts 13000 00 

George White, for ex- 

pences relative to inqui- ' 

ries into the state of the 

poor 500 o o 

144598 12 5 

1776. 

Nov. 26. Exchequer bills discharged 1500000^ 00 

Vote of credit discharged loooooo o o 

April 18. Civil list arrears 618340 9 6| 

Lottery prizes discharged 5000QO o o 

DEFICIENCIES, 

April 29. Grants, 1776 61288 7 i|^ 
Three and a half per 

.- cent. 1758 44509 13 4f 

Land 250000. o O 

Malt 200000 o o 
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^^895543 o 2 
Excess of ways and means 56991 12 6| 

^ H '1 J » ■ III! i n * 

Carried over 12952534 12 8 J 
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Brooght OT«r 12952534 iz 8J 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

1776. £. s. J. 
Nov. 12. Land, four shil- 
lings in the pound 200000 

1777. Malt ^ 750000 
Mar. 24. Surplus of sink- 
ing fund, 5 Jan. 2958^2 

April 21. Do. do. 5 April 700303 14 

May 15. Growing pro- 
duce ot* sinking fund 1 239636 

Duties on rice, apples, 

&c. 3919 

American revenue^ 1391 

Gum Seneca duty 1391 

From Lord Holland's 
executors acoooo o o 

New Exchequer bills 1 500000 o o 

Annuities and lottery 5500000 o o 

12952534 12 8i 

■ %i . .1 ■■ I ■ 

129C2534 12 8i 
The vote t>f credit for one million granted this sessions for 
the future army extras, and expenceof and loss by coinage, is 
charged on the next aids.* 

Afqj 

" ' ■ ■ I . . ' n* ^ ' i 

♦ The pnblicdebt is increased five millions, borrowed at an in- 
tcrcst of four and a half per cent, for ten years, besides a premiam 
of 1 50,000!. given in a lottery ; notwithstanding all which, the 
public debt of every kind unprovided for last Christmas (coatraft- 
cd during this yeari whenever it shall be liquidated) will not fall 
much short of five millions more. 

The produce of the new taxes at best i^ very UBoertain. They 
tfteih rather adapted for experiments in the calm hour of peace, than 
to be depended upon in the moment of necessity and danger. It 
Js highly incumbent on The creiditors of the public to shew some 
a t tention to their interests. The years of war make rather more 
than Dne-tlayd of the period since the revolution^ exclusive of the 
rebellion in die year 1 7 1 5, and the present unnatucal commotions. 
It has be«n pro¥«d, and is beyond dispute, that all the debt that 
canbe disdwgedin a yefcr of ]^ce> does not exceed from 500,0001* 
to 700,000!.; the debt that mast be contracted, on an average, in 
a year of war, can scarcely tie estimated so low as 6,ooo^oool.; the 

public 
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May 15. 

Sir Chsrlei Whitw^rih brought up the resolutions of the 
committee of yesterday, and the Speaker put the questioa, 
that they be read. 

'Mr, -D. Hartlev, When the noble lord at the head of the 
treasury opened this debate, he professed his intention of con- 
fining himself merely to th^ official and technical parts of th^ 
Bubjedi ; «uch as the summation of the supplies of the year, 
the produce of the ordinary revenue, and of the sinking fund, 
the amount of the loan necessary to complete the difference, 
together with the terms of that loan, and the taxes necessary^ 
I allow, tliat this is a wide field, affording sufficient matter 
for many days debate ; but, as I think these matters by much 
the least important parts, I would wish to solicit the attention 
pf the House to the general state of the nation in its present 
circumstances, and to set ^ore them, separately from the 
confused mass of this day's debate, the clear expence of the 
American war, such as it is, and such as it must be, if the 
war continues ; the insupportable burdens that it will entail 
upon those who have hitherto given their voices for the war ; 
the impradicability of finding means to support it; the impossi- 
bility of success in the event, and all the ruinous conse- 
quences to the trade, the revenue, the powers, the strength, 
and the resources of this country. The minister may wish 
to divert your attention, by a multitude of pther matters, 
from these alarming objefls, and (p amuse an inattentive 
House and nation into ruin, through tlie ingenious intricacies 
of office, and a^ display of his own abilities, in strewing 
flowers before you in the paths of destrudtion. , 1 have long 
known the talents of the noble lord ; and so far I must say 
for him, though not for the cause, that if the nation will 
have an American war, he has performed the official part of 
chancellor of the exchequer for this year with gfeat ability ; 
and if 1 could think the war to be as just, necessary, and 

public debt must of conseqaence increase at the rate of 1,500,000!. 
yearly. I'his is natural death, natural bankruptcy, and, in the 
natural coarse or things, at the advanced age of 1 40,000,0001, 
icould not hav^ been at any very great distance, even without 
^his r^ing fever of a civil war to precipitate the catastrophe^ 
through which the public debt at Christmas next, cannot amount 
to much les^ than one hundred and sixty millions* . 

The fund5 for taxation are not eternal, not inexhaustible. Ad, 
ministration must, before it is long, be reduced either to be want^ 
fng to their own systems, or to the creditors of the public. The 
.option they will make, it is easy to foresee, 

O 4 pra6t5- 
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pra(SlicabIe9 as I think it to be injustice, madness, and niinf 
I should have but little more to say upon the occasion of diis 
debate. 

I shall not follow the noble lord into the detail of the bud# 
get, but I shall keep to a more general view of the present 
state of the nation, ai^d its prospers. There is, indeed^ 
one article in the terms of the loan which deserves notice^ 
because it betrays a great deal of what are the real sentiments 
of the minister, and of the contra£kors for the loan, of the fu- 
ture prospeft of things. The noble lord has told us, that 
every subscriber of lool. to the new loan is to receive such 
rpnditions, as by estimation shall be all together calculated to 
be worth loal. the difference being the picmium for the new 
subscription. He has made it out thus : In the first place* 
lOOl. of 3 per cent, stock, valued 'at 76L ; in the next place* 
los. per annum, for ten years certain, and then to cease; 
ifiis he valued at 4I, more ; the premium upon one lottery 
ticket, h^ values as 3I. : these articles together make 83I. To 
complete the proposed sum of I02l. there is wanting some ar- 
ticle that may be valued at 19I. or of 17I. to complete the 
value even of jool. This valuable, upon which so high a 
price as nineteen years purchase is set by the noble lord, is 
no other than an annuity of il. a year, for ten years certain^ 
reducible at the end of ihat term, but not ipso f ado ceasing* 
Therefore, the noble lord must have succeeded in convincing 
the undertakers for the loan, that tlie funds will certainly 
continue in such a state of discredit for so many yearsafier the 
expiration of the stipulated term of ten years, as to make it a 
bargain at this hour to give seventeen, eighteen, or nineteen 
years purchase for a contingent annuity, not redeemable till 
public credit shall once more hold up its head. This is some- 
thing new and extraordinary, that even the noble lord's merit 
and boast in making a good bargain for the public should 
* be founded upon the discredit of the public funds. The mi- 
nister, who from his situation must be informed of the 
lamditable state of the nation, and of its prospedls, cannot 
explain his own merit 10 this House, without boasting that 
he has sold the public discredit at so many years purchaFe,^ 
though he has in the same breath had the art to persuade uS 
to another campaign, upon the promise of success, and a good 
event to these troubles. He produces to us here the under- 
takers for the loan, who must go upon the calculations ac- 
cording to the years purchase, as so many underwriters of thp 
future discredit of the public funds. They know very well^ 
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by their tables, that a purchase of seventeen, eighteen, or 
nineteen years, cannQt be reimbui^d to the purchaser at 4 
per ceht. "in less than, thirty or forty years. For so long, 
therefore, have they under writ the public discredit. These 
testimonies are this day to receive a public parliamentary 
sandtion. Our prophetic omens and forcwarnings on this 
side of the House have long been treated with slight and dis- 
regard; but now ihe secret is confessed; the minister has 
published it; the stock-broker has underwrit for it. This 
House has returned tlieir thanks to their Speaker, for having 
laid the melancholy, but important, truth before the Throne, 
chat the day of public di stress ^ full of difficulty and danger <f hat 
evertaken us, and that we are labouring under burdens almost too 
heavy to be borne ; and now Parliament is again this day to 
'Stamp with the seal of its authority this fatal truth. If all 
these tokens and warnings will not bring back an infatuated 
people to reason, we are gone past all hope of redemption. 

Neither the enormous expence, nor the absoUue imprafli- 
cability of the war, seem to have any weight with us: we go 
on regardless both of the means and the end. I stated to the 
House last year, a computation of the probable expence of the 
war, and now that the papers of last year are laid upon your 
table, they bear testimony to the truth and accuracy of those 
calculations. Those resokitions, to which I could have 
wished to have had the concurrence of the House, that they 
might have been awakened to the real state of public affairs, 
«tand upon 'your Journals, to shew at least that vou have had 
learly warning offered to you ; and though the fate of all of 
them was to tall by the previous question, or the flat nega- 
tive, yet they have all proved true. As long as this national 
madness continues, so long must the same annual expence of 
this unjust and impra£licable war continue. Seven millions 
a year is the least that the expence for the American 'war can 
be stated at, either by the measure of the last year, or the 
adopted system of expence for the present year, and so on. 
Without entering into the same detail that I troubled the 
House with last year, you may see the difference between 
this year's expence and a year of peace, in very short totals. 
The total of the expence stated by the noble lord for this 
year, under the heads of navy, army, ordnance, militia, 
and sundry services, amounts to about ii,ooo,oool. the or- 
dinary peace establishment is under 4,000,000!. the differ- 
ence, therefore, being about 7,000,0001. is occasioned bv 
the American war. This is the least. I understand, that 

wc 
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we have sent a recruit to the forces in America of about 5 or 
6000 men ; this poor recruit has been purchased at the mode* 
rate expcnce of 7,ooo,CXX>l. We czm only argue from so 
much of proofs as are before us ; therefore, I would not liave 
the House imagine me to say, that this is the wbok expence« 
By no means ; arrears upon arrears, and Hessian demands i 
Hessian demands will make a heavy total. If you were to 
close at this hour this boundless profusion of madness and 
expence, this American war from first to last would not cost 
you less tlian twenty millions. How is this immense ex- 
pence to be supported, and from what funds, from year to 
year ? When this ruinous war shall have produced its effetSU 
in the destru6^ion of the commerce and revenues of this cxnin- 
try, how will all these fallings off be supplied ? This is a con- 
sideration well worthy of die attention of the landed gentle- 
men. Their acres, must in the end, answer for ail defc 
ciencies. Their land is a sure deposit'; whatever fails, they 
cannot run away. They are bound to the stake by the 
solemn faitli of Parliament. There is not a loan founded 
upon any tax of consumption, without a provision, that if it 
should fail, the first supplies of Parliament are bound to make 
good all deficiencies. This is a serious matter to the laixied - 
man, and should teach him the prudence to cultivate and 
secure the produce of all taxes arising out of consumption, and. 
commercial superfluities. Tea, wines, brandy, sugar, and 
all foreign superfluities hear iheir share now ; but when the 
dcstrudlion of trade brings on general bankruptcies, and a re* 
dudiion of every man's superfluous expences in living, the 
necessities of private parsimony will dry up the sources of 
taxation from superfluous consumption ; that is to say, of all 
voluntary taxation. Then comes the landed man*s turn ; he 
must fly his country if he would fly from taxation. When 
superfluities fail, necessaries must stai>d in their place. Men 
iimst eat, and wear clothes ; then you must tax bread and 
cloth. In a day of real distress you must lay the efl'e<5tive 
taxation upon producing funds. At such a time it is folly to 
tax follies. You must lay such taxes as cannot at option be 
avoided. Bread, and cloth, and beer, and land, and houses, 
must b? substantially taxed. Have not the landed gentlemen 
heard a language which is lately got abroad, to mortgage z 
shilling in the pound upon land, perhaps to equalize ir, and 
then lay it double ? These are the modern preparatory hints» 
which, I think, are broad enough to be understood. Wby 
should we despond r Is there not a good untouched rental of 

3^ 
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^b or 40 iBillions a year in land rents ? Tlie rental of all 
the houses in England is perhaps seven or eight or ten 
millions a year more : a shilling or two upon the land xnort* 

faged, ana a tax ' of ten per cent, upon a fiill valuation of 
ouses, will produce immense funds. These, I should think, 
must he alarming arguments coming at this time, when 
the fatal blow is aimed at the commercial powers an3 prospers 
of this country, when taxes of commercial produ<£tion begin, 
to shrink under the hand of taxation. This is the lot which 
we are preparing for the landed man. When we have 
lost our trade and wooden walls, the landed man must 
carry a musket upon his own acres, and at his own cost, and in 
his own person, and fiijht upon his own land, against any 

foreign invader, for the defence of his country. When the 
Gauls are at our gates, the sinews of a necessary defensive 
war must not be uncertain ; the landed man must stand in 
the gap with his life and fortune. He alone will have any 
thing w^orth defending, or the means of defetice. Let the 
landed man think of these things while it may yet be in time, 
and let him recolledl: that when trade and commerce are gonq, 
the value and rental of his lands will fall, and the whole 
weight of all the national burdens will fall upon him, when 
he himself is sinking. Let me, therefore, apply tb the 
landed gentlemen in this House, whom I consider as the guar^ 
dians and watchmen of the state, to throw a golden bridge 

T)ehind the minister, and to give him a retreat from the pro* 
secution of this fatal war ; and not, under a notion of fake 
honour, to press him onto madness and ruin, through a system 
of unjust, destrudlive, and impraditicable measures. 

Surely the most obstinate partisan for the American war 
must now begin to suspcft his errors, and the deceptions 
which have been put upon him. When the war was first 
adopted in this Jlouse, the cry was, that the appearance of 
but a few men would soon annihilate all resistance, and put 
an end to the matter, in less than even one whole campaign ; 
we are now entering upon the third campaign, at the expen- 
diture of twenty millions, and -nothing done. I told you the 
year before last, that you would meet with a resistance of 
an army of 50,000 men. I was then laughed at for the 
prediSion, though it has proved true. The last year, when 
you had sent armies, to the amount of 54,000 men, I told 
you that you would not touch a hair of the head of America ; 

, has it not proved so ? Thefr arc unanimous, at home, and 
upon the defensive /you are unconcerted in your councils, 

three 
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three thousand miles dijstant from execution, with every dif- 
ficulty against you. Delay, which is the sure game of the 
defensive side, has been, and must prove your ruin. At 
gea, which has hitherto been our prerogative element, they 
rise agi^inst us at a stupendous rate ; and if we cannot re- 
turn to our old mutual hospitalities towards each other, a 
very few years will shew us a most formidable hostile 
marine, ready to join hands with any of our enemies. 
There is scarcely a port in Europe, which does not give 
harbour to their privateers. Their captures upon our trade 
have been to the amount of some millions df money, for w^ 
have more to lose than they have. The American cause 
gives a mask for all the nations in the world, under Ame- 
rican colours, to plunder the British trade, which we expe- 
rience every day, to our severe cost. The assistance and 
countenance which they receive from all European powers, 
is too notorious to be any longer denied. Under all these 
gloomy prospers and appearances, let me once more entreat 
the landed gentlemen in this House, to cast about for some 
line of restoring peace, and a perpetual alliance in friend- 
ship, between this country and America. 

My objeft, in every thing that I have laid before the 
House, upon former occasions, upon the plan of concilia,- 
tion, has been, if possible, to restore the old system of things, 
under which peace, prosperity, and friendship have flourished. 
That system has passed away, when we knew not the value 
of it, I fear, never to return ; indeed, now I think it by no 
means eligible, tliat the old system should return. A federal 
alliance, which may have the principles of duration in it, is 
in my poor opinion, at this time, the only safe plan. After 
what has passed between the two nations, and our having 
put the Americans to feel those powers witfein themselves, 
which they were ignorant of before, any other plan of op- 
pressive superiority, and national claims ofdommion, wiU 
only lay in store materials for some future civil war, even if 
the decision could be suspended by some temporary advan^ 
tagies on our side for the present. If I could have advised 
the councils of this nation some time ago, it should not have 
been to have pressed forward the decision of such touchy 
points by any needless anticipation. If 1 were now to pre- 
sume to give a word of advice, it should be to follow the 
natural course of things, according to tlie true and unalterable 
principles of equal liberty and social happiness to all man« 
Jcind. Give to your colonies the perfe6t inheritance of free* 
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<lom, while you can say, that you have any thing left in j'our 
power to give. Upon these principles, I have (irawn up a mo- 
tion, in the shape of an address to the King, fcr the peaceable 
settlement of the troubles in America, I do not know, that 
I shall adlually offer the motion to the House, beqause I am 
npt sure that it would stand any chance of a good receprionN 
a^ yet ; but I will venture to prophesy, that the principles 
of a federal alliance are the only terms of peace that ever 
v^Uy and, according to my opinion, they are tlie only terms 
that ever oughu heiKeforward to obtain between the two 
. countries. If the House are not yet ready to receive such as 
I conceive to be the only true principles of freedom, I shall 
not obtrude the motion upon them ; I shall only desire to 
ayow such principles, and none others, to be mine. If) the 
drawing of the motion, I have incorporated the arguments 
with the proposition itself, that it may speak for iis^elf, and 
remain a protest ar least on my part, against the principles of 
those measures which are now pursuing. I have drawn it 
\ip as follows: — *' To the King. Your faithful Commons 
have taken into their most serious consideration, the very 
aiarmine state of this nation, from the present unhappy dis- 
putes With the American colonics, and are most heartily de- 
sirous, according to the example of their ancestors, to en- 
courage, support, and maintain, the true principles of liberty, 
and through them to establish peace and prosperity through- 
put every part of your Majesty's dominions. We cannot 
but express our feprs, that in the present unhappy disputes, 
your Majesty has been much misinformed, as to the true 
state of America, by ignorant, and, perhaps, ill-intentioned 
informers, who Iiave represented to your Majesty, that the 
(Jisturbances there were excited by a few individuals only, but 
that the general sense of the continent of America was totally 
averse to them, and ready to submit, if but a few troops 
(with some degree of countenance from this country) were 
to be sent over. Your faithful Commons, therefore, finding 
from the subsequent events, such informations to have been 
groundless and delusive, are led to suspeft, that the causes 
h'kewise of the disturbances may have moie serious and deep 
foundations than have been represented. They are, more-* 
over, led upon this occasion to consider, that all good go- 
vernment is established for the safety and content of the peo- 
ple, as expressed by the general voice, and common consent 
of the members of any community ; and that, whatever su- 
perintending power or control a parent-state -may be en- 
• . ' • titled 
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titled to> in the infancy of any colony, as for the common 
good of any such colony in its infancy ; yet that the ultimate 
end of all colonization is, and ought to be, to establish kin-» 
dred and derivative communities into perfedl societies, in the 
fulness of population settlement, prosperity, and power* 
These principles are not only founded in the nature of man- 
kind, but are peculiady applicable to our ov^^n colonists, who 
carried out with them, into their foreign settlements, thd 
seeds of the British constitution, which wc flatter ourselves to 
be the happiest and most free in the world* These coioiiiesy 
under the auspicious and friendly eye of the parent-state, 
have at length out-grown the imbecilities of their infant-state, 
and approach to the maturity of settlement and population, 
and all the arts of life, and thereby are become capable of 
that glorious inheritance of perfedi freedom, which their 
parent-state has in former timei rescued out of the hands of 
tyrants, with a view to assert it for the common good and use 
of mankind, and particularly to transmit it entire to their 
own descendants. As no country can arrive at its full per- 
fedtion, while it is confined in the powers of a free legisla- 
tion, respe6ting the concerns of its own internal policy ; and 
as the transition of colonies from the controul of a distant 
parent-state, to the absolute possession in full right of all 
their legislative powers, must inevitably (at a certain period 
of connexion between the parent-state and its coloniCvS) dis- 
turb, or at least for a time suspend, the harmony of aflfedlion 
and mutual correspondence of interests ; ar«« as the course of 
the present disputes between Great Britain and her colonies 
has led to that dangerous point of contention, which being 
originally inherent in tlic relation of parent-state and cofony, 
now shews itself so serious in its aspedl, as perhaps to 
threaten, if not amicably adjusted, the ruin of one or both 
countries : your Commons, .therefore, think it wise and pru- 
dent, to follow the apparently natural and unavoidable 
course of things, and to bestow upon the colonies an entire 
freedom of their legislative powers within themselves, hoping 
thereby to lay a foundation for a perpetual and indissoluble 
bond of affection and alliance, in every respe£l as beneficial 
to both countries, as the connexion which has hitherto sub- 
sisted between them, in the mutual relation of parent-state 
and colony ; and with this additional hope of permanence, 
that according to all human prudence, such connexions, in 
which tliere is no latent principle of future discord, may be 
trusted and relied upon, for the cordial restoration of pedce» 

and 



A. 1777. DEBATES. i07 

and for all the blessings of reconciliation between this coun- 
try and the ofFspring of its own liberty, formed in t^e per^ 
fecSl resemblance of its own constitution, and transplanted 
fnto the new world of Ameiica. Your faithful Commons, 
therefore, humbly beseech your Majesty to order an im- 
mediate suspension of hostilities in America, for the sake of 
preventing any farther efFusiou of blood, and to concur with 
your Parliament, upon the ground-work of the foregoing 
principles and considerations, in laying a foundation for re- 
concilement and perpetual peace between this country and 
America." 

Mr, Rashklgh reprobated the tax upon sales by nuftion, 
and begged Lord North to explain the resolution relative to 
the sale oi estates by assignments, and to acquaint the House 
whether leases were intended to be included in the description 
of any freehold, copyhold, or leashold tenements or hold- 
ings- 
Lord N^rth replied. Not leases, without a valuable consi- 
deration expressed ; but if leases were granted for a fine, or 
other consideration, and of course vested a specific property 
5n the possessor, he imagined and intended that they should 
be included in the words of the resolution. He lamented 
with the honourable gentleman [Mr. Hartley], the neces- 
sity of laying new taxes, and the expences of the war, which 
created that necessity ; but denied that he was instrumental \n 
either one or the other. The equity of compelling America 
to contribute towards lightening those burdens they were ori- 
ginally the cause of, was a popular opinion within those walls 
iong before he ever entered into office. It was still a prevail- 
ing opinion ; but whatever motives of propriety, expediency, 
. or concession, on our part, might have induced us to wave 
the exercise of the right, the grounds of the contest had long 
since shifted. It was no longer a question, whether we shoula 
tax them, or let them tax themselves ; or relinquish and to- 
tally abandon the exercise ot the right to tax them : it wa« 
simply, whether Atperica was any longer to form a part of 
the British empire ? If that House thought the objeft no 
longer worthy contending for, he had not ■* single desire or 
'wish of his own to grati^, contrary to the sentiments of that 
'House, If, on the other hand, the House continued to perse- 
vere in thinking that the honour, dignity, and vital interests 
*6f the whole empire, were deeply involved in the issue of the 
jpresQBt contest, in the judgment of all that heard him he. must 
^aqJ fairly exculpated from the charges brought against him 
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by the honourable gentleman. The question now is, Is the 
bargain a good bargain ? Are the taxes judiciously and equi-> 
tably laid ? The latter the honourable gentleman has acknow- 
ledged ; the bargain with the public creditors he has found 
feult with. He says, that the navy debt should be reduced. 
I think so ; and have done all in my power to reduce it. t 
have paid ofF a miHion ; but if more of the navy debt, fiver, 
hundred thousand pounds, had been paid oflF, as the honoura-» 
We gentleman has suggested ought to have been done, tliat 
sum would of course, on getting into circulation, either as 
adding to the funded debt, or as added to the exchequer bills, 
have produced the same inconveniency now complained of. 
The honourable gentleman has spent a great deal of time in 
proving that the bargain was a very good one for the subscri- 
bers, and a very bad one for the public. It called for no 
long detail of fa£ls, nor much argument, to prove how erro- 
neous such an assertion was. He should only refer him to 
the market, as the most impartial evidence of his mistake, 
and the error of his calculations. Let him examine the price 
of stocks this day, and he will find, that instead of a profit 
of 10 or 5 per cent, which he supposes the subscriber will 
make, the honourable gentleman, or r.ny friend for him, 
might purchase as much omnium as he pleased, considerably 
under 2 per cent. The honourable gentleman seemed much 
surprized what could induce him to keep so laborious an of- 
fice, and carry through measures so contrary to his own 
judgment. Ihe latter wa^- a point, lie presumed, the ho- 
nourable gentleman could not be informed on sufficiently, co 
speak with any degree of certainty ; and as to the former, he 
was very willing to resign, whenever a person was found ready 
to succeed him, who at the same time had the san^lion of 
))uhlic approbation. By the word public, he meant Parlia- 
irient ; they are the public, because they are the representa- 
tives of the public. But supposing that he was as ready to 
resign the present laborious office, as the honourable gende- 
inan seemed desirous he should, what could be done ? The 
great business of the nation must not stand still ; and tKe ho- 
nourable gentleman says no person could be found who 
would accept it. It follows, tJien, that he must be obHge4 
To keep it, till some one be found to take or accept of it. 
The honourable gentleman, in his general rage for findipg 
fault, betrayed some marks of friendship: he admonished 
liim to take care of his head, the safety of which depended, 
in some measure, on the event of the American war. What^ 

ever 
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ever might be the event of the war, he never cxpe^ed to 
have it imputed to him : he ^ndeed heard che contrary ioi^- 
puted to him, by persons at the same side of the House. He 
was certain either assertion wras equally iU- founded; he ne- 
ver pressed the war in a responsible situation ; he always ap- 
proved of the measures, as they arose, as an individual. If 
innocence, founded in private opinion, was a prote<ftion, he , 
must remain safe in this country : he did not lead Parliament, 
but follow it ; he nieant to continue to do so ; and whenever 
that House, which expressed the sense of the natio^, thought 
proper to wish hint to retire, he should do it with content 
and private satisfa£tion, in a consciousness of having dis- 
charged his duty with truth and fidelity. 

Mr. Dempster observed, that the noble lord had been now 
ten years at the head of the treasury, or, more properly 
speaking, of the finances, as chancellor of the exchequer; 
and, instead of paying off any part of the national debt, he 
believed he had added considerably to it. When a person of 
his lordship's confessed talents had failed in making any pro* 
gress in so desirable a work, he^ despaired ever to see the debt 
lessened : he therefore thought it woukl be better for mo- 
ney to be borrowed in such a manner, that the very nature 
of the loan should create a virtual fund for discharging the 
l^^tfi borrowed ; such as borrowing sums at a proportionate 
jincrea^e of interest, which should cease at the end of 61 or 
,99 years, the interest and principal to be extinguished toge- 
cber. It would, in fa£l, be paying so much of the ddbt thus 
borrowed, every year. He lamented greatly the ponderous 
load of debt the nation groaned under, and the multiplicity of 
taxes laid upon all the necessaries of life, more than any other 
nation under the sun, in proportion to its abilities, ever be- 
fore bore. 

Lord .North said, that the matter mentioned by the ho- 
fiourable gendeman who spoke last, had been often talked of, 
jeven before the commencement of the present century ; but^ 
/qt his part, if any alteration were to be made, he thought it 
ought to be for short, not long annuities ; for he believed the 
kngth of them, after a certain period, added very little to 
their value at market. This he instanced in the long annuls 
ties granted in the reign of Queen Anne, which, after sixty- 
nine years enjoyment, sold for as much as they did the first 
Jay they were granted, though they were to be extinguished 
in 30 years, namely, in the year 1807. ^'^ Robert Wal- 
^le had turned bisr thoughts tp the siibjcft tery fully, and 

You VL P ^^H^ 
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gave the preference of perpetuities to long annuities. For 
his part, he should prefer short annuities to either. It Iield 
out a pleasing prospedt ; and if it was a mode of extingutsh*^ 
ing debts^ it was certainly the most direcSV, easy, and imme- 
diate* 

Mr. Bayly opposed the motion ; but the House was so noisyi 
he was obliged to sit down without being heard. 

Hon. T. Luttrcll said a few words against the mode of con- 
trading the debts, and the terms of the loan ; but the HoUS€ 
continued too disorderly for him to procure a hearing. 

Colonel Barre said, he waited with astonishment for some 
explanations from the two noble loids [Lords North a«d 
G. Germaine] on the treasury-bench ; but had heard nothing 
from them on the subject of the state of Europe and America. 
The noble lord (in the blue ribbon) had touched slightly on 
the good disposition of the French court, and his hopes re- 
^peaing the happy conclusion of the American troubles ; but 
that was all. He neither explained the grounds on which h\% 
opinions were formed, nor assigned a single reason suficieHt 
to satisfy the public, which, by every appearance of things^ 
had a right to fear, nay, to believe, the ivccQi tontrary. 
There were many articles in tlie extra services whi^ 
were not clearly nor satisfad^orily, nor indeed a| Sill ao^ 
counted for ; one in particular, of 400,000!. He bad 
asked the nol)le lord before, what it could be for; and forced 
out, at length, that it was for the military chest. He said, 
pontradls for rum had been made at 3s. 35. 6d» and 4S4 per 
gallon, besides freight, which brought it to al)out 5s. 3d. jk 
gallon, free of duty, to be delivered in America, and the 
quantity was immense. For his part, when he served in 
^at part of the world, he never understood tliat tbert' wis 
any occasion for rum to be served to the troops, as abos^ H 
man of war ; and he remembered vfery weW, that fti the back 
^tlements, when Sir Jefifery Amherst commatMied there^ he 
xMrdered rum to be delivered, even in those inhospitabie, «ifi- 
cultivatjjd regions, in very small "qtiiantities ; a$«ghiitg \t iA\ 
reason, that it would spoil the sddkrs. 

Lord North said, he was surfttiied to find that he had'djS 
49Brted the accusation be pledged himself to bring ftyrwaid ill 
^e committee ; and bad now contented himself wi& c9)Uiilg 
-for some trifling expUnations. 

. Coionel jBdf<r/iaid, that if the noblfe lord ifteaftt to bfc « 
oH tommunicati^e, diere waj attijjlc matter for \x\m to^^pa- 
Jkiste xifio^i.. iile cidkid ^d)h ikita ]^dlticuliarly to exfifein tte 
;. • yob^dod. 
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700,000!. for provisions alone ; likewise the 8oo,00ol. for 
cxtraordinaries, of which the noble lord had hitherto omly 
told them that that and other 400,000!. were applied for a 
military chest ; a very laconic explanation, but such an one 
as he hoped would not prove satisfaftory to theHoiise by any 
means. That in relation to the rum business, a Mr. Atkinson 
must be a very good friend of the trcasurv indeed ; for he has 
paid 35,0001. for rum, without any of the requisites of a sa* 
tisfaflory account ; for there was not ^ven the quantity sgQr 
cified which he had furnished; he understood, howevfct, 
that It was at five shillings and rfireepence a-gallon : that he 
had made hianv inquiries of planters, merchants, and othen, 
and had founa that three shillings and sixpence was a very 
favourable contradt price : that two shillings and fourpence 
was a prime-cost price, and desired to know if a Mr. Irviii 
had not offered to contraft foy rum at two shillings and six- 
pence ? And also, if the Viftualling-ofEce had not con- 
rra£led for it no longer ago than last Monday, at two shillings 
and sixpence ? He would not hint an idea that the noble )ord 
touched a penny of these contradks : he who certainly wa^ 
capable of refusing lacks of pagodas, cati never be re- 
'proached with the meanness of being concerned in the pitifql 
'transa6Hons of rumcontradts. And, speaking of the losseis sus- 
tained by the American war, that of the customs alone, last 
year, he affirmed, was not less than MOo,oool. 

Lord North rose again to answer Colonel Barre. He said^ 
in reply to the contra^ business, that nothing could be dearer 
than tHe mode of the exchequer passing the accounts of those 
who h;id contrafted with government ; that there was al- 
ways vouchers for every thing that was done, so that the 
;compIetest satisfadlion could at any time be had, as to the 
terms of the contra£l, and the due performance of tho?e 
terms. That the contra^ with Mr. Atkinson was for rum x)f 
the very best proof, the finest that could be had in Jamaica ; 
^nd in order that it ipight be known whether the rum was of 
that goodness, an instrument for ascertaining it was sent out. 
That Mr. Pelham, secretary to the navy board, had in- 
'formed the treasury, that their contrafl: price in Jamaica, 
was four diillings and fourpence a-gallon ; but that, in addi- 
tion to this, there was freight, part to Boston, at sixpence, 
and part to Canada, at ninepence, which made sevenpence 
halfpenny, on an average. Leakage was ten per ceiit. or 
fivepence. Insurance eight per cent, or fourpence. Com- 
inission was five per cent or twopence halfpenny. In all, ^ 
* Pa Prime 
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"Vt^hereas the treasury /had contradled ;ii five shillinps and 
.threepence, whicK hie^xbought, so far from being a hatl bar- 
gain, was evidently a very favourable one. 

/As to Mr. Jrvine having offered to contracSl cheaper, he 
ijJLtW not the fadl; but no oilier cbntr^idls were to be made 
tjian the first, as they were now left to the commander in 
cliief, Sir William Howe. In answer to the colonels . in- 
quiries, .about the Slims called a , military chest, he said it 
seemed to him. not an improper term, as it was at the dispo- 
Isitibn of .the comraandci; in chief, for the purchase of cxtra- 
prdinaries. 

Cplonel- Barre (with some vehemence of pleasantry) rose to 
hug the noble, noble lord, as he called it : upon the rum at 
fair he was perfedlly satisfied; perfedUy convinced ofthewon- 
jderous good economy of the noble lord, to get that at five 
shillings and threepence, which pbinly cost the contraflor 
eix shillings. Why, the poor man must be ruined ! It was 
cruel to treat him so unjustly ; and. he now plainly saw the 
reason why people of all sorts were so shy of taking govenv 
inent contradts. But this Mr. Atkinson must be the greatest 
Idegt in the whole contrafting world. Did he make his con- 
.'tr^ijlsfor sour crout and porter upon the samQ principles? 
But what will the noble lord say to rum, so far from beinjj 
four shillings and fourpence, being in the island no loorp 
than one shilling and ninepence ; yet this was the fafl, be 
kne\y from certain intelligence. Those, therefore, who had 
so flagrantly misinfoimed the noble lord, ought to be repri- 
manded. He then called again upon Lord George Ger- 
xnaine to give some safisfadlipn to the House, upon the busi» 
ness of the American war : that the noble lord spoke but 
seldom, but he spoke with weight. 

Sir James Cockburn rose to explain the circumstances of his 
contract for 100,000 gallons of rum from Grenada, wh^re 
the current price was two shillings and a penny sterling a- 
gallon : Jthat there were expences in casks, &c. which gcp- 

tleniea 
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tlemen had forgot ; that to carry rum from the West Indiies 1 
to Boston or Canada, now was an immense expence, as ihejr 
were to be freighted thither on purpose, and to come back 
again empty to the islands. He asserted one fa£l, which, if 
true, was very strong, that he freighted five ships with his 
contradt, and one not being loaded, he filled her up with 
more of the same rum, to be sold at Quebec on his own ac- 
count, and that sold for a higher price than what his contraft 
gave him ; he oiFered to produce proofs of what he said at the 
bar; and said, if the treasury would give him another such 
contraft, he would not take it; that his . contrail, and it 
might be the same with others, was made under the expedUnce 
of the price falling, instead of which it rose. 

Lord North said, that Mr. Pelham's account was four 
shillings and fourpence, without distinguishing whether it 
was currency or not ; but he apprehended, that currency was 
meant, from the certain expences he had recapitulated running 
so much above five shillings and threepence; but that he 
would inform himself more particularly about it, and give 
the House every species of information they wished to have 
about it ; as there was no contradl which would not bear their 
closest examination. 

Mr. Fox called on the House simply to remark^ that forty 
per cent, was no sort of difference in the accounts of the noble 
lord. 

Mr. Bayly rose again, which produced fresh disorder; the 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood of the treasury-bench in- 
sisting that he spoke before, and had no right to rise a second 
time in the same debate, unless to explain. He was at length 
permitted to proceed, on his saying he had an oflFer to make 
to the noble lord, which would prove a saving to*the nation 
of full fort^ per cent. He accordingly offered to serve any 
iquantity of Jamaica rum the noble lord and the treasury 
might want, or think proper to contradt for, at 2S. ad. per 
gallon, which was just half, on an average, of the price 
which had been given in all the contrails already made. 
The current price in the rum season, in Jamaica^ was from 
igd. to 2^d. the gallorfj- and therefore said-, he would have a 
good pront in serving it at 2s. 2d. or 2S, '4d. at most, after 
paying freight, insurance, &c. 

Mr, Jenkinson lamenting partly the necessity of the war, 
the loss it was to the kingdom, but upholding the indispen- 
sable authority of Parliament, and blaming the bad policy of 
some late min?stei*s ; he reprobated, in the strongest terms, 

P3 the 
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tfa^ tda a£b ; he condemned the whole measure as impolitic, as 
idle, futile, childish, and paltry. Then turning to the stamp 
aft, he said, that measure was not Mr. Grenville's ; if the 
a6b was a good one, the merit of it was not due to Mr. Grenr 
-ville ; if it was a bad one, the errors, or the ill policy of it> 
did not belong to him. The measure was not his. 

Mr. DempsUr remarked, that if contrafls were publicly ad- 
vertised to whoever would supply tliem cheapest, as they ought 
ever to be, the noble lord would not be under any di£Bicul« 
ties in having recourse to either papers or memory. 

Mr. I}9tnmng said, that there was no clearness in this mat* 
ier of the contradls ; but there was one thing as clear as day, 
which was the noble lord's perfedl ignorance of the wh6Ie 
transaction. 

Lord George Germaine rose to give satisfaftion to the House* 
why he had m the debate of the day before said that thei:e 
was a prospeS of a successful end to the war in North Ame* 
lica. That as to his speaking seldom, it was not his custom 
to speak vvhen he had nothing to say ; but whenever be was 
called upon to give information to the House, he should al- 
wiiys then speak with pleasure. As to the campaign, he 
thought he had the greatest reason to expeft success from d)e 
army of General Howe being in good order, and more nu* 
merous from recruits than in the last campaign, while that of 
the rebels was in much worse order, and less numerous thsQi 
' It wa^ before : that the fleet was also reinforced with some 
ships of the line, which were wanting last year; that be 
thought himself farther founded in his expeftation from the 
minds of the people turning, from their experiencing the mi- 
sery of anarchy, confusion, and despotism, instead of the 
faappinetf; and security they enjoyed under the legal govern- 
ment of this country ; that these emotions had operated so 
strongly in their minds, that very many deserters had left t^ie 
rebel army, and come in to General Howe with their arms ; 
many hundreds, and were coming in every day : that he had 
formed his opinion from the circumstances of the Congress 
having given up the government, confessing themselves un- 
equal to it, and creating Mr. Washington Di£lator of Ame- 
rica; these circumstances, he thought, promised divisions 
among them. That another circumstance which every day 
proved of yet greater importance, was, their being ^sap- 
pointed in their expectations of assistance and support from 
France ; they had been buoyed up with that hope,, and made 
to believe, that a superior French fleet would be seen riding 

on 
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on their coaist ; in all which theynow felt themselves deceivec), 
and rcscntctl it accordingly. That they had met with the 
same diisappointment from Spain — not that he asserted they 
had not i-eceived underhand assistance from bodi, in officers^ 
&c. ; but what they were promised, was open» avowed assist- 
ance. Yet, Sir, added his lordship, for the protedlion of France 
they would pay largely: they have oflfered largely; thciy 
have, by their' pretended ambassadors, adlually offered U> 
the French court all our West India islands ! There is libe- 
rality, Sir ! There is love of freedom, to consign so readily^ 
under French dominion and desporism, the whole West Indies ! 
Let me farther remark. Sir, that there are great expe^- 
tions from the army in Canada, which last year could do no 
ipore than prepare to a6l ; but having destroyed the enemy's 
£eet, they will be able to advance early in the spring, and 
unite witn General Howe's army, adding^ I2,0CX3 men to it^ 
besides Canadians. His lordship farther brought another 
circumstance, which was the infinite difficulty Washington 
found in raising men : he had been under the necessity of forc- 
ing them into arms for three years, yet gave them a bounty 
of thirty pounds sterling a-man ; but nothing could make it 
efiedual j for as fast as they were forced on one side, they 
deserted to the other ; ot which there were 6000 armed 
New-Yorkers in Howe's army : that his army was collected 
chiefly from the south ; for trom New England none had 
been raised, and they would early^ be cut off from the south* 
These, he said, were the reasons which induced him to have 
•the wannest hope that the next campaign would prove very 
dvourable. By the last returns, which were in March^ the 
troops under General Howe were in health and spirits ; and 
we should have an army much more numerous than^we had 
last year, with the advantages of being composed of seasoned 
and disciplined men, used to service, the inclemencies of 
weather, and the change of climate. He said, if the opera- 
tions of war should be extended, and that it flight be thought 
better to employ the army under General Howe in New 
England, the advantages would be no less obvious : it would 
cut out work for die noithem rebels, keep them at home, and 
prevent them from dividing General Howe's force, or inter- 
rupting the operations of the • grand army> by which means 
he would be better enabled to push his conquests to the 
•southward. ' 

P 4 Colonel 
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Colonel Barri, I congratulate the House upon the noble 
lord for once, at last, giving any hope that there would be an 
end of the American war : this was what he never could be 
brought to do before ; not one W9rd of the kind could ever 
be drawn from him. The noble lord has told us, that all 
deficiencies have beeg made good in our army, by recruits 
from Europe. I do not clearly understand him. Does he 
mean their present or their former establishment, and does he 
include in the army the American auxiliaries ? 

Ivord George Germaine, What I mean,. Sir, is this, that 
on the 20th of Maich, the date of the last general return, the 
army was more numerous, including the troops going on the 

sea from Europe, than it was when it took New- York 

more rank and fil^, without including the 6000 Americans. 
His lordship again repeated, that he believed in his con* 
science his information was good ; that matters were precisely 
as he had stated them; and that he had the most sanguine 
hopes of success. 

Colonel BarrL The noble lord seems to pride himself 
upon that circumstance, which he has no room for ; for I 
will tell him the reason — the last division of Hessians were 
not arrived when New- York was taken. 

Lord George Germaine and Lord Barrington. No, no, no ; 
we do not mean that. 

Colonel Barri. But the noble lord gave not the least sa- 
tisfa£tion that he did not mean it. One circumstance he 
builds upon much, is the unpopular and dangerous circum- 
stance of making Mr. Washington diftator. Now, Sir^ 
it is very remarkable, that that account should have been de- 
nied by every private account which has come from Ame- 
rica. Mr. Washington positively denied it. He applied to 
the Congress for more power, as his former authority was 
not sufficient for the raising and disciplining the troops voted : 
such an enlargement of his military power was given ; but it 
. was only relative to the army, and by no means a di£tacorial 
authority, to include all the power ot the state. 

Another point upon whick the noble lord has insisted 
much, is the French not openly assisting the Americans. 
But, Sir, he admits, and indeed he could not do less, that they 
have given every assistance privately ; that they have sent 
great numbers of officers, engineers, and most ample sup- 
plies of money, arms, artillery, and ammunition; this vys 
all well know ; and every one must be able to judge whether 
this will not have a great effe<5l in the ensuing campaignw 

A& 
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As to the French fleet sailing ta Newfoundland Widiout a 
convoy ; does the noble lord recolle6l that that fleet \s^ill be 
back m June, and that there then remains full time for 
France to Interfere and prevent our conquest of America, 
which, depend on it, they never will allow. Look at the 
present state of their fleet ; they have twenty sail of the line 
ready for sea : Is that a peace e;itablishment r Is that an equi- 
vocal mark of their intentions ? What in the name of com- 
mon sense do they intend to do with that force, if not employ 
it against us ? 

But there are great hopes from the army in Canada ; I 
wish those hopes may not be frustrated : there is a piece of 
golicy to be exerted there which is unheard of ; another offi- 
cer wresting the command away the moment the army is 
out of the limits of the province ; but through the whole con- 
duU of the last campaign that commander was unhandsomely 
-used — and it is to continue. Nor, Sir, will the operations 
there be in future so smooth : — Consider what was done ; 
General Carleton destroyed twelve of fifteen of the enemy's 
vessels on the lake the 19th of June, but he was then unable 
<to proceed. Does he know that the igth of June is a very 
early opening of a campaign there, and if he then could not 
proceed, why is he now, after the Americans have had so 
much time to repair their losses? It will be no such easy 
matter — certainly no easy matter. Yet the fleet which he 
-built there cost, 1 may say, millions to this country — so much, 
that we shall never have the particulars. 

To me it appears clear, that the Americans had the ad- 
vantage in all the great leading features of tlie campaign — 
the evacuation of Boston, General Carleton's retiring at the 
close of it, too weak to attack Ticonderago, and Generill 
Howe not being able to bring Washington to an adlion, but 
extending his lines till they were all driven back about his 
ears. Through the whole of these circumstances, we have 
had nothing to boast. 

The resolutions were agreed to without a division. 
May 16. 

Bills passed. Adjourned to the 21st. 
May 21. ^ 

Lord North acquainted the House he had a message from 
the King, signed by his Majesty, which he presented, and it 
was read by the Speaker. 
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CEORGE R. 

His Majesty, relring on the experienced zeal and aflvAioii 
of his faithful Commons, and considering, that, during 
the present troubles in North America, emergencies may 
arise, which may be of the utmost importance, and be at- 
tended with the most dangerous consequences, if proper 
means should not be immediatelv applied to prevent or de- 
feat ihem, is desirous that this House will enaUe iiim to 
defray any extraordinary expences incurred, or to be in- 
curred, on account of military services, for the year One 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, and as the 
exigency of affairs may require : and his Majesty doubts 
not but that his faithful Commons will enable him to make 
good the charges attending the calling in aixi recoining 
the deficient gold coin, in pursuance of an a£l of Parlia- 
ment passed in the fourteenth year of his reign, which re- 
main unsatisfied, and which cannot at this time be ascer* 
tained. 

G.R. 
Afay 22. 
House in a committee ; Resolved, that one million be 
granted to his Majesty, to enable him to defray any extras 
ordinary expetKcs, already incurred, or to be incurred, on 
account of military services for 1777 ; and to defray the ex- 
pence of calling in the deficient gold <;pin ? 

Mr. D. Hartley desired to know, how much of the money 
now granted, would be wanted to make good the deficiency 
caused by calling in the gold coin. 

Lord North said, it was impossible to ascertain the sum ex- 
tt&\j ; but he had reason to believe it would amount to be- 
tween 250 and 300,cool. His lordship observed, that sc- 
leral reports had been propagated, as if the treasury-board, 
had made disadvantageous contracts, panicularly in the arti- 
cle of rums, coritrafled for the use of the troops serving tii 
America ; and that a partiality had been pra£^ised, in giving 
a preference to some persons, on account of their connexions 
and public situations. He totally disclaimed the most distant 
intention of the latter ; and assured the House, if he had en- 
tered into sny contradls, at an improper rate, it was not 
•done with design. He had, however, inquired more mi- 
^nvtely into the matter, since it was last ^agftated within dio^e 
walls, and found the contrary to be the fa6t. He said, the 
contradt for rum might be made for about 2s. 8^d. sterling, 
on the spot j that this was lower than what was paid by the 

navy* 
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mvy-board ; that agents were employed in Jamaica and Ame- 
rica, to seethe rums shipped and unshipped, and delivered ; that 
when cooperage, insurance, freight, and 8 per cent, bro- 
kerage, besides ullage, were taken into the account, the 
whole woukl be litt^ short of 6s. per gallon ; which was 
considerably more than what government engaged to pay^ 
by their highest contract. 

Colonel Barre said, his lordship was totally mistaken as to 
the price on the spot, the current average price being is. 9^ 
not 2S, 8id. as etroneously stated by the noble lord ; that 
the fullest value, taking freight, insurance, brokerage, agency, 
and leakage, of rums delivered in America, of the growth 
of Jamaica, would fall something short of 4s. instead o£. 
6s. or 5s. 3d. as mentioned now with so much confidence 
by his lordship. He added, that he thought the whole 
transaction relative to the rum contnuSls, wore a very 
slovenly and suspicious appearance; that it was too late now 
in the sessions for tlie House to take up the subjedk ^ novo ; 
but, he trusted, the House would resume its ancient right of 
checking the public accounts, already given in, early in the 
next session ; that they would call for evidence to be exa* 
mined at the bar, in order to substitute fz&s for the asser- 
tions indiscriminately bandied about from the opposite side of 
the House ; that if some such measure should not be adopted, 
this country must be undone by the contracting tribe : that 
the noble lord had said, he had no gain by contradb. He 
believed him ; bgt said, the mischieif might be completely 
efie£ted, without his lordship's sharing in the spoil. His 
lordship was surrounded by a troop of runners, dependants, 
&c. which was the most expensive of all troops that could 
possibly be kept in pay. 

Lord Alulgrave saia, from what he could learn from the 
mode of contracting adopted by the navy, the contra^s now 
so severely condemned, were made upon very proper and ad- 
vantageous terms, all circumstances considered. 

Mr. Tl Tovjnshend said, it was one of the prime privileges 
of that House, and became an essential part of its duty, as 
connected with the power of granting money, to watch the 
minister in the disposal of it, and check its expenditure. .It 
was a part of tlieir business in that House, and the leading 
objedl of their assembling, to call the minister to an account 
for the treasure committed to his charge. Matters of a very 
doubtful nature appeared, which, if not cleared up in doe 
time, he hoped that House would discharge its duty, .by 



%16, PAkLlAMkNTARY A. 1777. 

prpperljr exercising, and, if necessary, exerting its power ift 
discovering the truth. 

• Mr. Montagu said, immense sums had been granted ; the 
most boundless confidence had been reposed in the minister ; 
-and It behoved him to give the House every satisfadlion in 
his power. 

Sir Edward J^tley said, he had strong reasons to fear, that 
*the most shameful a6tis of public prodigality had been per- 
mitted, if not encouraged, by persons in authority. 

The order of the day, to go into a committee on India 
affairs, being read. 

Governor Johnstone opened the business, by recapitulating 
the eminent services of Lord Pigot, when he formerly com- 
inartd^ af "jT military oflBcer in that country. He pointed out 
th^^Veral transaftions his lordship had distinguished himself 
in ; and closed his lordship's chara6ler by attributing to his 
prowess, military skill, and several other great and amiable 
qualities, that we ilow possessed a foot of territory in Asia, 
or perhaps even a permission to trade there. From esta- 
blishing his lordship's charaSer on the highest pinnacle of 
that species of fame, which is supported equally by the mild 
as the heroic virtues, the Governor took a view of the state 
of affaii*s in India, beginning at the system growing out of 
the treaty of Paris in 1762, and ending with the latest dis- 
patches received, either from Lord Pigot or the council of 
Madras. His fails, his detail, his arguments, and deduc- 
tions, were uniformly direfled to establish two leading points. 

• One was, that the Nabob of Arcot, by his instruments m 
this couiKry, and by the powerful arguments used by that 
prince, of which his ambassadors weie the bearers and en- 

' forcers, had formed a very powerful party in his favour ; 
the other, that by similar means and arguments, and agents 
of a similar size and talents, he had been able to form a party 
in his favour in the council at Madras. Though the objefis 
were two-fol<l, and seemingly distindl, the end proposed was 
the same ; the disgrace of i.ord Pigot, as the first necessary 
!5tep to the advancement of the Nabob's interest, that of ac- 

• fjuiring possession of Tanjore. There must be an union of 
sentiments and interests, both here and in India, to efFedt 
this favourite scheme. The a6t of the council alone might 
answer a temporary purpose ; but as soon as government was 
restored, jvistice would be done ; the usurpers would be dis- 
graced and punished •, the Nabob would be disappointed ; 
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aud Tanjore would be restored to its lawful sovereign. Take 
the event in another point of vjew ; if adoiiDistration, ope- 
rated upon by the same powerful arguments of the Nabob's 
agents here, had raised a fadlion among the proprietors to 
support that prince's pretension to Tanjore ; and by their ca« 
bais in Leadenhall-street, had prevailed either on the Court 
of Diredlors, or the General Court, to send out counter or-^ 
ders to Lord P.igot not to execute the first, but to undo what 
he had done, stiA the restoration of the Rajah would have- 
been cffeded, the business would have been already done^ 
by the full and complete co-operation of the council ; so that 
a change of measures diametrically opposite to those just exe* 
cuted, would be dangerous or impra£licable ; and the views 
of the Nabob would have been defeated in either event. 
But government having been brought over here, co-operated 
with the fadlion in council at Madras ; and by its influence 
in Leadenhall-street, prevailed on the Proprietary to endan* 
ger tlieir own interest, from motives of immediate cpn-* 
venience, and by that means to disgrace an honourable iahd 
able servant, and sacrifice the. rights of a faithful ally, to ob^ 
jcSts the most base, mean and ignoble. 

After going over this ground, he adverted to the fadls oa 
which the. business of the day depended.. He said, though 
^he CQjuncil seemingly unanimous, agreed to the restoration 
of the Rajah of Tanjore to his dominions, they secretly dis- 
approved of the measure. He pointed out some instances, 
which, he said, proved this assertion beyond question. 
One in particular he dwelt upon. The former minister of 
the Rajah, when his country was delivered up to the Nabob, 
with his master's consent^ became colledtor, or treasurer, of 
all the revenues of the Nabob. The royal revenues are, ia 
the East^ ip fa£^, the rent or produce of the land ; the 
Princes in the East being the sole land-owners, or owners of 
the soil. This man had lived in the above capacity in the 
court of Tanjore, for fifty years. When, therefore. Lord 
Pigot restored the Rajah, the Nabob refused to permit the 
treasurer to render up his trust to his old master, and com- 
manded him to retiirn to him immediately with his accounts. 
The treasurer looked upon himself as a servant to the Nabob, 
and was returning according to his instrudtions. fiut, the 
documents in the possession of the treasurer answering the 
end of title deeds. Lord Pigot demanded them for the use of 
the Rajah, and on the minister's refusal, ordered him to be 
apprehended. The order was' not executed by the persons 
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entrusted till the minister had entered into the Nabob's ter- 
ritories, out of those of the Rajah. This was the great 
crinne urged by the Nabob and his agents against Lord Pi- 
got, as a breach of the amity subsisting between the Com- 
pany and Nabob ; and of the treaty of Paris, in which his 
ttghrs weie specially reserved ; and this complaint being 
countenanced by the council, shewed plainly, among a thou- 
sand other proofs, that the Nal>ob was not so much displeased 
\vith Lord Pigot for apprehending or seizing the Rajah's mi- 
nister in the Carnatic, as for restoring that injured Prinqp to 
his dominions in obedience to his instrudtions from the Q>m- 
pany. Besides, his lordship was entirely innocent if the 
'a6t had been as criminal as represented, for his orders were 
I6^efzc him in t!)e territories of Tanjore, and not elsewhere; 
the treasurer'^ local change was neithei^ thought 6f or fore- 
seen by his lordship ; so that if it was an infradtion of trea- 
ty, or the laws of nations, his lordship stood equally idno- 
xcnt, within the letter, as the spirit, for he issued no orders 
to apprehend him in the Nabob's country. 

The Governor took notice of the scandalous means made 
use of to vilify Lord Pigot, and depreciate his charader 
tBrough the channel of the newspapers* [Here a loud cry 
of Hear! Hear I] In particular, respedling the article of 
presents. It is true, his lordship did receive a few trifling 
presents : he wished he had not. They consisted of a cow, 
%n depnant, two' mares, and a gold tea service, to the 
'attfount of 5pol. whjcb he presented to his daughter, then 
lately married. He presumed no* man would say these were 
bribes received on the condition of sacrificing the interests of 
the Company, or the honour of the nation. The contrary 
was well known ; it was indefcd ridiculous to dwell upon it 
His lordship might' have almost any thing he could wish or 
ti»sire, if he had cbasiented to co-dperate in the views of the 
Nabob. The attempts made both in India and here wtTre no 
Secret, whatever the real success of such attempts, in some 
iristances, might be. If however, the fadls could not be 
proved, the general efFedls of corruption were manifest. 
'The Governor was very jocular on the persuasive powers of 
the worthy baronet below him, [Sir H. Mackworth] and 
the miraculous effeflks of his voice, in calling and collefting 
. togeth<*r persons from the most distant part of the kingdom, 
'from the dock-yavds of Portsmouth, Chatham, and Ply- 
mouth ; from Bristol, Liverpool, Newcastle, and the coun« 
'w of- Huntingdon i To 'do* what? The niost extraordinary 
•^- of 
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of aU extraordinary things, to reinstate Lord Pigot in his 
government, and forthwith to recall him. He pointed out 
^hc absurdity of the resolution carried for reinstating Lord 
Pigot; and instantly recalling liim, and all those 'Vngaged in 
the subversion of government, under one general charge of 
public delinquency. Before he sat down, he said, he should 
move some resolutions ; and, if carried, would follow them 
^vrith a motion, that the chairman do move the Hotise, for 
leave to bring in a bill for the better securing our settlements 
in the East Indies. 

The Govcrnpr then moved six resolutions ; the first, ap- 
proving in strong terms of Lord Pigot's condu<5l as Governor 
of Madras ; the second, approving of the condu6t of the 
"Court of Direftors; the third, the resolution of the Court 
of Proprietors of the nth of April; the fourth, approving 
of the firs^ part of the resolution of tl^e 9th of May, for re- 
storing Lcrd Pijgor ; the fifth, for disapproving of that part 
of the resoi'iffidii^hich orders his recall ; and tlie sixth, ap- 
proving of th*<«ffccall of the counsellors whose names are 
^irientiohed m sa|d ^resolution, 

' ■ Mr. G. J^Sus ^condeil the Governor. He maintained, 
that the intcrfdtnce of administration, even independent of 
ift power and inBuence in Leadenhall-street, had reached 
"India, and would probably efFedt as much mischief in the 
iatter place as in tlie former. This, he said, had been 
'brought about by more ways than one ; but chiefly by the 
ptmimission from the Crown, enabling certain persons therein 
•nJmied to be plenipotentiaries, to treat with the country 
powers, and enter into treaties with them independent of 
&it Company, ahd without consulting it. Tlius, what was 
•not done in lieadenhall-street, was eifi^Slual]y completed 
•on the spot. The DireiStei-s were rendered cyphers at home, 
whenever they thought proper to difier from administra* 
. tion ; their orders were defeated in India, whenever they 
carried any point here against the sentiment^ of the King's 
seiTants. These plenipotentiaries, he said, had done more 
inischief than perhaps the nation wds aware of; they de- 
tached the country powers from the Company's servants, 
teaching them to look up to"" more powerful assistance. The 
Nabob of Arcot was a striking instance of this. Those plem« 

fiotentiaries of the Crown had filled him full of ideas of eqtia- 
ity and independency ; of equality with the King of Great 
Britain, as a sovereign prince ; of independency of the Com. 
'j Ktn y, who i?rcrebm *e servants and subjeas of his ally. 
'These men, from views of ambitioa and self-interest, had 
' filled 
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filled the Nabob's head, full of similar notions with those they 
themselves were inspiied with. They talked to him of the 
treaty of Paris, and the guarantee of his dominions by the 
court of ^^nce. Part of the consequences of the spirit thul 
raised, was the plan agreed upon between the Nabob and Mr« 
Hastings, .for dispossessing the Rajah of Tanjore of his do- 
minion?, and annexing ihem to the Carnatic. The ill po- 
licy and injustice of such an outrage of every thing that ought 
to be held sacred and binding among men, struck the Direc- 
tion with horror. They heard, with grief and astonish- 
ment, that the unfortunate and unoflFendmg Gentoo prince 
was despoiled of his dominions^ on a shameful, barefaced 
pretence of an arrear of tribute being due to the Nabob. — 
The Direfbors accordingly sent out Lord Pigot, for the ex- 
press purpose of repairing the injury, and restoring the Ra- 
jah to his territories. What has been the; (consequence of 
this? Lord Pigot undertakes the execut^i^ni of the last; he 
performs it, as far as depends 00 him,.'»(j^|^f)^t and fido- 
iity. The eife<St of tliis new system .Qf fpw(sr is suddenly 
felt; a fadlion is formed in India, to.cpjui^ra^.and defeat 
the instru<Slions of the Court of J^irec^p^fe. .-Tp ^^ matters 
rest there, would be only doing things by halfii^; the new iiir 
fiuence created in the country mu^t be cherished and strengtl^ 
eued, by encouraging appeals to- Europe.* -The Nabob em- 
ploys his agents and ambassadors ; they conceal thpmselves 
for a while, till they form an interest here. One of them, 
[Mr. Macleane] announces himself as xhe agent of Mr. Hast- 
ings. He adts for him, but suddenly throws ofF the mask* 
and declares himself the agent or ambassador for the Nabob 
of Arcot. Thus a fa£tian is formed, foanented, and nou- 
rislied, both in India^and Great Britain; .and,; the Proprietors, 
willing to support- their, servants from such\tinconstitutional 

.attacks, resist everv attempt to seduce them in the first in- 
stance, till at length acjministration making it a public point, 
as well^s private object, by the full ei\prgy and influence gf 
the Crown, overturn every thing that had been efFe<Sted by 
their diredlors at home, or their servants in India. He 
thought the couiicil at Mailras had adted from the most fac- 
tious and corrupt motives ; because tjiey agreed unanimously 
with Lord Pigot on the propriety of carrying his instrudlions 
relative to the restoration of the Rajah of Taryore into exc- 

. cution ; and never differed from him on any general or par- 
ticular measure concerning it, till Mr. Benfield, on his own 
account, and as trustee for those whp ai^ed alopg with bin^. 
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composed the majority of the council, became a mortgagee 
of the revenues of Tanjore, by having them assigned to him 
for money supposed to be advanced to the Nabob. He ob- 
icrved, that his honourable friend who made the motion 
siateii rhe particular part of the mortgage belonging to Mr. 
Benfield, at 30,000!. and the whole, for which he stands 
trpstee, at 250,060!. but he begged leave to say, that this 
fell infinitely short of the real sum ; for, the adual ,silm, for 
which the majority of the council were creditors of the 
Nabob, was upwards of 8oo,ooOl. which he could shew from 
proofs not to be controverted. The worst part of the whole 
rransadtion, and what corroborated every argument used, 
and dedudlion drawn by him, was, that this mortgage, or 
mock loan, toolc place after the council knew that Tanjore 
was to be restored to its rightful owner, which proved two 
things equally worthy of the attention of the committee ; 
that is, that they a6led from corrupt motives, in opposing . 
Lord Pigot ; and that they dared to do so on promises of in* 
demnity both in India and England. Mr. Rous said, he 
wished sincerely that the House would take up the matter 
clearly distih£l from all party considerations. 

Sir Herbert Maekworth expressed his surprize^ that the 
honoUfable gentleman should move the present resolutions so 
late in the season ; and said, he was the more surprized, that 
•he should think of bringing the affairs of the India Com^ 
pany at all before Parliament, when he recoUeSed for several 
years past to have heard him uniformly declaim against 
the interference of Parliament in the affairs of the Company. 
The resolutions,' he said, of the Company of the 9th of 
May^ had been approved by all independent persons, and 
that only those who had particular afiedions for, or connec- 
tions with. Lord Pigot, had disapproved. He maintained, 
that Lord Pigot had abused the trust committed to him, and 
had, contrary to all justice and form, suspended the two 
counsellors, by a trick as unconstitutional as indecent. He 
had therefore aSed so extremely wrong, that it became ne- 
cessary to recall him. On the other hand) the behaviour, of 
the counsellors, in seizing and imprisoning Lord Pigot, to 
the total subversion of all legal government, was equally re*- 
prehenisible, and deserving of censure. On that ground, 
the counsellors were likewise ordered to return to this coun« 
try, to answer for their miscondudl ; but as the consequences 
ot the mi&condudt of Lord Pigot, in suspending the two 
counsellors, and thcrcl>y obtaining a majority in support of 

Vol. VI. Q^ his 
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hU measures, were not to be so mnch dreaded as a sudden 
subversion of government, and an usurpation in consequence 
of that subversion ; to hold out an example, and assert the 
dignity of government, Lord Pigot was restored; but as 
equally involved in the roost manifest violations of the con- 
srituti n of the Company, and abuse of power, his lordship 
was included in the general censure, or public disapprobation 
SL ch a condu6l deservedly brought after it. He defended the 
logical proprieiv.of the terms in which the resolution [at the 
India House, for recalling Lord Pigot, &c.J was conveyed, 
^nd sjiiekkd it from the load of infamy the honourable gen« 
tleman who made the motion attempted to throw upon ir. 
He said, that it might be easily conceived, and not at all im- 
proper, that a person should be reinstated to preserve certain 
k>rms, and to convey a consequential censure, and yet fortlv* 
with be recalled. It would be answered, probably, why not, 
after reinstating Lord Pigot, let him remain in his station for 
a month, or three, or six months, if required ? He was of 
opinion, that as his lordship had abused the powers intrusted 
to him, he should not be permitted to retain them a day. 
While he was thus explaining and defending the resolution, 
the House began to be noisy, and laugh, on which Sir Her- 
bert appealed to the chair on the indecency. However, it 
was but little attended to. — He then moved, by way of the 
previous question, '< That the chairman do now leave the 
chair." 

Right Hon. T, TownsJiend said, the honourable gentteman 
had obierved upon the connexions and particular afFedions 
of those persons who favoured Lord Pigot, and had remarked, 
that no independent man found fault with the resc^utions of 
the court of proprietors for replacing and then recalling 
Lord Pigot ; for his part, he declared himself independent on 
|x}th sides of the House, neither had lie any knowledge of 
Lord Pigot but from his public charafter, which he bad 
beard from military gentlemen, and others, was most exceU 
lent. As to the India House, he had never been but once at 
their court, and he then resolved it should be the last lime: 
lie was therefore free to declare, that he disapproved the last 
icbolution of the court of proprietors of the 9th of May, 
but most highly approved the first. It appeared to him, tlutf 
die restoration of Lord Pigot to his government was a toIuq- 
fary a<3 of the court of proprietors, founded in justice ; that 
the secoiul, for recalling him immediately, waS a most ab- 
uiid contradi£liou of the first, and a measure brought abwt 
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by administration ; for the Nabob was encouraged at home! 
he had an ambassador here, not indeed wifli any pompous ti- 
tles, state, and parade, but a gentleman of abilities, a Mr. 
Macleane, who he heard, as soon as he had efFe6led the Na- 
bob^s business by tlie destruftion of Lord Pigbt, was to re- 
turn back as ambassador from tlie King of Great Britain to 
the Nabob. It seemed likewise, that he had a third master, 
Mr. Hastings, the avowed enemy of Lord Pigot, though 
dnce his firm friend ; that Mr, Hastings had recommen^d 
Mr. Maclcane to the Nabob ; and it might fairly be con- 
thided from all this, that his highness and Mr. Hastings 
wfcrc the contrivers of the arrest and imprisonment of Lord 
Pigot. He was severe on the ambitious views of the Na- 
bob, on the supineness of the Company's servants at home, 
isind the influence of the ministry over them ; in short, he 
i-epresented the majority to have been colleded by the minis- 
ter's industry, for the second resolution of recalling Lord Pi- 
got; adding, that he should net be surprized to see Mr, 
Macleane, and the gentlemen of the council who subverted 
the government of Madras by the most daring adt of vio- 
letice, brought into Parliament hereafter as borough mem- 
bers. So far from thinking Parliament ought not to inter- 
fere, or thai the committee should be broke up on account 
of the late session, he thought Parliament had not a moment 
to lose, to prevent a civil war, and the arbitfary povver of the 
Nabob. He had always voted for the bill for regulating the 
^ast India Company, and always should : he thought them 
competent to manage their trading business, but not to go- 
vern large territories, independent of the Parliament of Great 
Britain ; and the moment they became influenced by the 
Xing^s ministers, which it was evident they were, it was 
time to jnteffere. 

Mr. ff^ombwell Aekni^Hi the resolution of the. court of pro- 
prietors of the 9th of May ; read extracts froni two or three 
of the bye-laws of the Company, which direSs that the mino- 
rity of the council should be bound by the majority,, and that 
wben there is an equality of voices, the fate of the question 
shall be decided by lot ; from which he drew this inference, 
'that as Lord Pigot had broke through the bye-laws of the 
Company, he had broke through its constitution, and hqd 
been guilty of positive and direft disobedience; he was of 
'course no longer worthy of their trust or confidence. He 
$poke of the flourishing state of the Company; said he 
did not wish that Parliament should interferci but when there 
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was real occasion, as there was at the time of the regulating 
btU, which he called a most wise and timely interposition^ 
and saved the Company and proprietors, be said, from disso^ 
lution aiid t*uin. The efFec9:s were apparent in more instances 
than one: the proprietors might sleep on their piUows with 
case and security : the Company was rescued from impend- 
ing bankruptcy, and the widows and fatherless from penury 
and distress. The face of things was now, thank God, al* 
tered; the affairs of the Company were in a most flou- 
rishingan4 prosperous condition. The debts in Bengal were 
paid oflF; the investments were made ; the bond debts were 
reducing ;. in truth, the conduft of the friends of the present 
motion was uniform in its cffe£b, should their doftrines pre- 
vail, though seemingly inconsistent ; for as at one time they 
were against the interference of Parliament, when it proved 
the isalvation of die Company ; so now they pressed a parlia- 
mentary interference, when it promised to be produ6kive of 
the very worst consequences. He read an extradl of a letter, 
relative to Lord Pigoi's condudl towards one of the council, 
a Mr. Floyer, who at first pressed to be sent to one of the 
out-pfesidencies, but was refused by his lordship, in order 
to keep huTi for the purpose of supporting his measures in 
council ; but as soon as he differed from him, was for get- 
ting rid of him, and told him, that no man should ever rise 
in the service who opposed him. [The House called for proof 
of this fadl, but none was produced.] 

Mr. Fox simplified the question, and reduced it withm as 
narrow a compass as possible. He justified Lord Plgot prin* 
cipally upon the justification and representations of his ene- 
mies and persecutors ; upon the accounts transmitted home by 
Mr. Stratton, and the other counsellors, who stood in the 
same ■ predicament. He contended, that this was evidence 
not to be controverted, or explained away. It was a record 
against the parties, the truth and authenticity of which they 
could not now dare to appeal from. He said, the efie£l of 
this evidence throughout, led to the most certain self-con-> 
vi(£lion. H^ gave the highest encomiums on the virtues and 
military talents of Lord rigot ; and was so very able» poin|- . 
^ cd, convincing, and severe, that several of the members, in 
a transport of approbation, forgot themselves so far, as to tes- 
tify it in accents of Bravo ! Hear him f — which they accon>- 
panied with a clapping of hands [a condufl unprecedented*] 
He dbserved, that there was a remarkable deficiency in the 
House, which shewed the opinion that men in office had of 
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the business. One learned gentleman [the attorncy-g ene- 
ral]wasill; the next in the law [Mr. Wedderborn^] did 
not choose to be present, to risk defending such a proceeding 
as that now condemned ; he supposed he too was ill. A no- 
ble lord, who was upon every occasion so anxious to Jis- 
countenance rebellion in the west, might have been supposed 
an equal enemy to it in the east, but he is aho absent — in 
the country. As many, however, as are absent from this 
dirty business, there are enough, he feared, present, to en- 
sure it success. 

The Lord Advocate [Mr. Dundas'jj in answer to Mr. Fox, 
observed, how unparliamentary it was to call on a gentleman, 
as Mr. Wombwell had been called on, for proof of what he 
said, as if nobody was to advance any thing in that House 
without- proof at hand; and on the other side, how absurd it 
was to give the theatrical applause to a gentleman for a ready 
turn. He remarked, that the resolution of the bst court of 
proprietors was when 700 were present ; whereas the preccd- 
ing one was when there were no more than 500 ; conse* 
quently the last was the genuine opinion ; for as to ministe* 
rial influence, as he knew not the fa£l, he could not admit the 
supposition. That the resolution of recalling all, he thought 
a very wise one, since it was certain they had fallen into ma- 
ny rations ; and when once that was the case, no good 
could be expe£lcd from continuing them ; besides, the future 
and proper inquiry that should be made into the transadtion, 
cbuld not be had without Lord Pigot*s assistance here : that 
if it was found he was injured, tliere were means enough in 
this country to reward him. Another circumstance, he said, 
was the impropriety of replacing Lord Pigot in a capacity of 
revenging himself upon all who had offended him. Would 
you let loose Marius on the friends of Sylia ? It was not a 
desirable situation ; it was not desirable for hum^ nature to 
be placed in : his character, if it was so great as represented, 
might suffer in such a situation : he might be tempted ; for 
which reason it was not at all desirable to place him in it. 
That as to the ill consequences of his remova), it seemed to 
be imagined that there was to be no govcmrpent, if he vvas 
out of it ; but that was begging the question ; besides, the 
orders for his recall might be gone to India, and fo cpntradicft 
ihem now, might prove inconvenient and ridiculous, 
^ General Conway said, he lamented the fate of the noble lord, 
who must continue to lie at the mercy of his most inveterate 
itnemies and persecutors without a possibility of redress^ till re- 
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lievcd by orders to be sent from f urope. He remarkec], d^t 
the first resolution agreed to at fhc India House cpntradided 
the second, and the third contradidled iiself. 

Mr. fVombwell rose to explain, and moved, that some of 
the papers on the table miglit be read; particularly a copy qf 
the minutes of what passed between Lord Pigot and one of 
the counsellors at Madras, Mr. F'loyer, in council, relative 
to a difFerence of opinion. 

Mr. Burke rose and said, he had been twice on his legs ; 
first, when the right honourable gentleman [General Conway] 
under the gallery spoke ; and a second time, when the last 
honourable gentleman, a chairman of the East Ii;iia Com- 
panvy stood up, to move for the reading of the psper^ 
From that gentleman's situation, and his means of knowinr 
the true state of affairs in Jndia, he expecSled to have heard 
something interesting on the subjeft, and accordingly relin- 
quished his turn ; but now that he disappointed that expecta- 
tion, by forbearing to say a syllable, but to read papers 
which were open to the perusal of every member pieseot, he 
was in the judgment of the committee, whether be had not a 
right to be heard. 

Mr. PTombwell replied, that he did not mean to lite ob^ 
;ind fatigue the committee, with reading a voluminous stute 
of fa£b already known, as had been suggested by the ho^ 
nourable gentleman who spoke last. He only pointed tq a 
particular circumstance which he asserted in debate, 9fA 
was called upon by the gentlemen on the other side to. prove; 
|md wished, therefore, it might now be corroborated by the 
minutes taken in council at the very time the matter hap- 
pened ; and that in the presence of the parties. It Wa^ a col- 
lateral proof; it would confirm the conversation which paw- 
ed ; and which, he asserted, had passed ; and therefore^ he 
thought he wns fully within order in insisting to have.apy 
papers read, which might tend to, or direftly :Sup{H>it fiifis 
stated in debate. 

[The clerk began to read ; the House begad to behQoi$j.} 

Mr. Ellis observed, that the chairman ought to be 8t3p- 
ported in maintaining order; that the papers now i^sidii^ 
were by a motion in the committee; and that the conunittiBQ 
ought to support its own afL 

Mr. Burke again rose, and urged his former plea for being 
heard, in preference to the papers now reading. He said^ it 
was impossible to contend further, the honounible geodemaa 
yras in possession ; if, however, he intende4 by d)^ umos to 
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tire and thin the House, he was, for his part^bouM the boiiiovir^ 
able gentleman think proper, contented to wait till all the heavy 
folios now lying on the table were read . through ; and, to 
prepare himself for the task, would send for his night-Q^p.— 
[Here a cry of go on, go on !] Mr. fiurke then proceeded, 
and in answer to the Lord Advocate, he affirmed, that Lord 
Pigot was a man of too nice a sense of honour to accept of 
any salvo it was in the power of administration to bestow ; 
even though they covered him with ribbons and court fa- 
vours, instead ot a single ribbon and a pension. He ob- 
served, that he never heard of so extraordinary a species of 
proof, as what the honourable gentleman who moved for th^ 
reading of the papers produced. He asserted a fa£l of Lord 
Pigot's ill treatment of the council, and in order to prove it, 
he reads a letter from one of the council, that is, from the 
party, which is another assertion of the same thing. There's 
proof for you ! But it may be complete and substantial, ac- 
cording to the ideas which he recommends to the great body 
he is at the head of. However, what the gentleman thinks, 
or what he so proves, is of very little consequence in this bu- 
siness. Byt the learned gentleman [the Lord Advocate] has 
attempted to reply to some of the ablest orations that ever 
were heard in this or any other assembly. The learaei 
gentleman's argument for recalling the whole body, becau&e 
£(i£tiens had broken out among them, was, in his judgment, 
the most frivolous imaginable. If this was to be adopted ^ 
9k rule of condu£)t, which it must be, as tlie argument clearly 
went to that, all governors and their councils must be re- 
called as soon as factions broke out, which would be prepo- 
Serous. If this mode of reasoning was good ; the Governqr 
General of Bengal, and his couacU, should be recalled, since 
diere were the most outrageous fa<Stions among them ; accus- 
ing each other of the most enormous crimes ; Why not .reca)i 
them ? That the honourable gentleman knew, better ; for Mr. 
Hastings had the Nabob of Arcot for his friend ; a mo^t 
powerful friend in the court and ministry of Enjglan^ \ so 
powerful, that for himself, if he wanted any favour of grejit 
magnitude, he knew of no canvasser he should so much wish 
for as that N^hob. That this same prince of the Garnatic, 
who, it was plain, would soon be our master in all'^th'ose ter- 
ritories, would be delighted to hear the doctrine laid down 
by the learned gentleman, that governors, &c. are to be re- 
called when fadions arise in their councils; for be would 
pever find the least difficulty in bribitlg a majority, the mo- 
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mcnt a governor, if ever one in future, should bo^ hardj 
enough to oppose his will: his treasures would at once secure 
faftions, and fadlions would secure his recall, which would 
be a very pretty situation for any governor and council to be in. 
The learned gentleman's other arguments, of not restoring 
Lord Pigot for fear of his revenge, was of the same com- 
plexion. It was surprizing so learned a gentleman should use 
no arguments but what went too far ; they proved so much, 
that rhey tumbled all proof about his ears. So a governor is 
to be illegally, cruellv, and without any adequate reason, 
deposed, imprisoned, and his life threatened, by a bribed 
corrupted council, and you are not to restore him, lest he then 
'uses his power without moderation. Was there ever so far- 
cical a system ! that the principle of doing mischief was to be 
Itiaintaincd, and its consequences endured, lest by disarming 
the authors, and restoring authority to its rightful possessore, 
■you might run the risk of having it exerted too rigidly on the. 
delinquents. If this was logic, ther^ wa? at once an end of 
law and justice. 

Lord North treated the power of the Nabob of Arcot, his 
intrigues in India and England, and the arts of his agents and 
ambassadors, as the ideal, ill-founded suggestions of ill-iii- 
• formed or designing men- He represent^ the Nabob as 
a poor, needy, miserable, ill-treated, dependent prince, with- 
out power, protpflion, or internal resources ; and theffefore, 
totally unable to either influence or bribe ; totally incapable 
of persuading by motives of fear, or through tlie means of 
influence or corruption. He defended t|ie recall of Lord Pi- 
got, and said, his lordship had expressly brol^e through the 
late a6l of Parliament for regulating the affairs of the Eas| 
India Company, which likewise annexes the punishment to 
the breach of it. That a£t says. That any govemer, or 
other oflBcer, civil or military, who shall accept of any pre- 
sent after sugh a day, shall forfeit double the value, and ^ 
incapable ever after of serving the Company. This was the 
letter of the aft, and his lordship had most certainly incurred 
the penalty and the consequence. It was not a question con- 
cerning the malum in se ; whether accepting the tea-service 
was or was not a crime. It was a mere question respefting 
the malum prohibitum. Had his lordship ofiended, or not? 
•Clearly, therefore, in that narrow view of the question, dis» 
tihft from every collateral consideration, he did not see how 
it couldrejED^n a subjedt of debate for an instant, whether 
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•his lordship was longer eligible to serve the Company in any 
civil or military capacity. 

Mr. Dempster said, the noble lord's argument was a mere 
quibble, applied to the case of Lord Pigot, and the charac- 
ter and situation of the donor. He attributed the whole of 
the troubles at Madras to the intrigues and corrupt arts the 
Nabob used to raise a fa£lion against his lordship, both here 
and in India. 

Air. Macdonald allowed, that there were strong reasons to 
believe the council were influenced by corruption ; but as 
there was no dire£t or substantial proof before the House, the 
House could only equitably judge according to the proofs on 
the table, which in his opinion fully justi tied the resolutions 
of the general court. 

Governor Johnstone replied to some objeSIons made to his 
state of the case ; and Mr. Rous closed the debate. At one 
o*clock in the morning the question was put, when the com- 
iniftee divided, ayes, 67, noes 90. A motion was then made, 
"That the chairman do now leave the chair, which was 
agreed to without a division. 

May 23. 

A petition of John Bourke and John Barnes, members of 
jthc committee of the company of merchants trading to 
• Africa, was presented to the House, and read ; setting forth, 
that the petitioners are committee-men for the direftion and 
management of the afiairs of the African Compan v under 
Hhe authority, and according to the provisions, ot an adl 
passed in the 23d year of his late Majesty King George the 
Second, intituled, jin A^ for extending and improving the 
Trade to Africa : and that the present committee doth annu« 
jdly receive from Parliament considerable suras of public mo- 
ney, for the faithful application* of which they are respon- 
sible ; this public money they woqld be most unworthy to 
hold, and it would be highly improper for the House to in- 
trust it in their hands, if they stood justly chargeable with 
any abuse whatsoever; and that the petitioners having a legal 
tenure in their said corporate office, during the term, and un- 
(det the conditions appointed by the said adl, are, by the 
Jaw of this land, intitled to proteClion for their corporate cha- 
radler, without which protection they will be unable to per- 
form their duty ; they have also a property equally to be pro- 
jected, by the same law, in their honest rame and reputation 
as private citizens and merchants ; dieir private credit, they 
J^umbly represent tp the Houspi must be afii:ded to their ex« 

tremc 
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treme detriment, should aoy aiiscondu(^ or uofaithfulncsi, 
particularly in a pecuniary and commercial trust, be publicly 
imputed to them, and not publicly disproved; and char 
the petitioners observe, with the utmost concern, a paper laid 
before the House, purporting to be <^ A return from th^ 
commissioners for tra^ie and plantations, relating to the ge* 
neral state of the trade to Africa, and signed George Ger* 
maine, Soame Jenyns, Robert Spencer, Eamber Gascoyne, 
Whitshed Keene» C. F. Greville, and William Eden ;" and 
riiat, in the said return, the following heavy charge against 
the committee for condu£ling the said trade is made, and 
pretended to be supported by evidence, vix. *• It appears, 
so far from this trade (meaning that part of the Atricaa 
trade under the diredtion of the committee) having been 
carried 00 in a free and open manner, for the benefit of the 
public, according to tbe» intention of this honouraUe House, 
and agreeable to the spirit and tenor of the a£l which consti- 
tutes the present committee, that a private trade, diret^ly 
tending to a monopoly, hath been setup and established by 
the governors and chiefs of the forts in Africa ;. asul that this 
private trade, so injurious to the interests c^ the public, hath 
been carried on by them in conjun(Slion with persons at home, 
some one or more of whom have at the same time been membess 
of the committee above-mentioned ;" and that the pecitioaers, 
members of the present committee, deliberately weiglung 
and considering all the particulars and circumstances of the 
said charge, do affirm to this honourable House, that the same 
{so far as the petitioners are, or may be, comprehended 
therein, by participation, connivance, or negledt) is abso- 
hitely false ; and the petitioners, ifi justice to the chara<5Wr 
of Daniel Wier, Esquire, commissary-general in America, 
a member of this committee, and now abroad on his Majesty's 
. service in a most important trust, do assure this honourable 
Hotise, that they have abundant reason to be persuaded, ^t 
the said charges, wiHi regard to him, axe equally groundless 
and injurious ; and if any other committee-man has ajii^^d 
contrary to his duty, and -contrary to the true iniem skk) 
meaning of the said a6l, the petitioners are not acquainted 
with or privy to the same; and that the petitioners, with 
the feelings of injured, and the confidence of innocent men, 
do supplicate from the House a full and stri<Sl inquiry in|o 
their condudl, offering themselves to the heaviest punisbmest 
which the just indignation of this House can infli(^, if aay 
.part of the said charge, so far as regards tUeg^ C4it be {pa^ 

good 
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good by the nid commi^ioners of trade, 6r by any other 
persons, and most humbly request, that they may be con* 
fronted, as the rules of justice require, with their accusers ; 
9Qd the petitioners, in orfer to facilitate the inquiry of this 
honourable House, do wave tlie privilege of all accused per- 
sons, in not being compellable to answer such questions as mzj 
criminate themselves, and are ready, most cheeriully, to gist 
full and satisfadtory answers to all interrogatories, without eac- 
ception, which this House, or any committee thereof, shaU 
think proper to propose to them ; and that the petitioners ro- 
present to this honourable House, that ihe said commissioners 
of trade are appointed, by the African adt aforesaid, su- 
preme judges and comptrollers in ail cases of abuse or miobe- 
haviour in the African trade, with the fullest powers over tlie 
committee and all the servants of the Company, without ex- 
ception, and are authorized by the said aft, " to remove any of 
the said committee-men, or any servant appointed by them» 
who shall be guilty of any misbehaviour contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of the said aft ;" and, in order to enable 
the said commissioners of trade to execute with effeft tlic 
said trusts and powers, the petitioners, as memi)crs of that 
committee, are also dtrefted, by the aft aforesaid, to ^ive 
to the said commissioners ^< a ju&t and perfeft account ci all 
their transaftions, once a year, or oftener if thcreunio 
required by the said commissioners, or any three or more of 
them, in which shall be contained an account of all the 
monies received and disbursed by the said committee, or their 
order ; and also an account of all the orders and instruftioas 
given by the said committee, as well to their officers and ser* 
yants in Great firitain, ias on the coast of Africa, aiul all the 
answers given thereto by the said officers and servants cn>, 
ployed by the said committee, and of all other matters ani 
tilings whatsoever, which shall be transafted by the §aid com- 
tnittee ;" and now the petitioners most humbly represent to 
tiiis honourable House, that, if there be a foundation in truth 
for the many and most gross abuses stated to be prevalent im 
Ae management of the Company, by which V\q Afiicaa 
trade is asserted in the said return to be so much impaired and 
endangered, the means of redress and correftiou have always 
been in the hands of the commissioners themselves , and the 
petitioners humbly conceive, that it is a most unwarrantable 
proceeding in the said commissioners^ who are authorized by 
^ of Parliament to judge the committee-men, and to 
punish them if delinquents, to ojuitche pedbrmance of this 
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doty, and to charge those whom they had power to order and 
control, with ' t^e consequences of their own neglcdt ; and 
'that the punishment and remedy, appoinccd by aft of Par- 
liament for such misheliaviour as is stated in the said return, 
is to remove the committee-men charged therewith fr6ni 
their employments ; and the mode of proceeding prescribed 
by the a6l is, that " whenever any committee-man shall be 
cnarged with misbehaviour in his employment, the commis* 
sioners for trade and plantations shall summon such cora- 
mittee-man to appear before-them, and shall, in case he at* 
tends, hear the said committee-man, and upon bis attendance 
or default, examine into the truth of the said charge before 
they shall remove him from his employment as aforesaid ;*' 
but the petitioners represent to this honourable House, that the 
commissioners of trade, instead of summoning and hearing 
the petitioners, and removing or acquitting them according to 
their deserts, did, contrary to the true intent and meanmg 
of the said a6i, and to all the rules of equity and justice, in- 
stiuite of their own authority a secret inquisition, and did 
jHrivately examine Richard CampKn, secretary to the said 
committee, and did, without any warrant from law, as the 
petitioners conceive, enjoin him to keep secret the matters on 
/which he had been examined; which injunftion the said 
Richard Cafmplin did comply with, and refused to give the 
petftionens any information thereof, although by his duty, as the 
confidential servant of the African Company, he was bound 
to inform them of any accusation or proceedings against 
them ; and when the petitioners did repeatedly desire of the 
commissioners of trade, that they miglit have 2 copy of the 
vaid report, or the heads thereof, the said commissioners did 
-absolutely refuse to comply with the said just and reasonable 
request ; and that this method of proceeding is not only in- 
jurious to the petitioners, but tends to misinform and misguide 
this Hous^ ; the order of this honourable House, is, to lay 
l>efore them a general state of the trade to Africa ; the return 
is a partial state, relating only to that particular distrid 
"which is under the management of the Afripan committee^ 
which, the petitioners assert, must tend to produce a fall2>» 
'Ciousand delusive state of the said branch of commerce ; and 
the petitioners most humbly conceive, tha^, even supposiiq; 
this return did not contain naatter tending to criminate any 
persons in a public trusi, yet, as a mere state of the trade, it 
ought to have been formed on> some sort of examination or 
iaquiry of the committee-men, who are chiefly concerned in 
, ....■ <tv^ 
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the management of that trade ; by declining this natural, ob- 
vious, and necessary inquiry, and by proceeding in a secret 
and surreptitious manner, the petitioners assert, and engage 
to prove, that a most erroneous as well as impcrftSt state of 
the African commerce, is laid before this House ; for the 
petitioners affirm, that the said trade, until the troubles in 
America had come to their height, was in a most flourish-^ 
ing and growing condition ; and that, therefore, all causes 
assigned for its decay must, as such, be improperly assigned, 
the effedl itself not existing ; and that the petitioners do not 
assert that, in such a remote and complex obje£t as the trade 
and settlements under the management of the African com* 
mittee, no abuses or errors whatsoever do now, or have at 
any time prevailed ; but they do insist, that no abuses have 
ever been complained of, and proved to them, to which they 
have not given such remedy as the case required, or their 
lezal authority did admit ; and they most humbly submit to the 
wisdom and justice of this House, the mischievous conse- 
quence inevitable to every administration of public affairs, 
from the highest to the lowest, if persons shall be encouraged 
to pass ovej the proper department for complaint and redress 
of grievances, and then to criminate, for a defedl of such re- 
dress, that office to which application has never been made ; 
and the petitioners cannot avoid observing to this House, 
that, in the vast multiplicity of abuses, grievances, and mis- 
managements, with which the said return is fiHed, scarce one 
date, place, or person, is specified, so as to enable the peti- 
tioners to discover the delinquents (if any delinquents there 
be), or to remove the abuse (if any abuse exists), nor have the 
commissioners of trade thought proper to cpmmunicate to 
the committee the names of the accusers, or the particular 
circumstances of the accusations, by which alone the nature 
of the charges could be ascertained, or their credibility esta- 
blished ; the petitioners therefore do most humbly and earnest- 
ly implore the justice of this honourable House, that, for 
tneir present defence and future direftion, the whole of the 
evidence on which the said return has been founded, together 
with the names of^ those who have witnessed the said several 
fzHtSy be laid before this honourable House, or be made 
otherwise accessible to the petitioners, as they find them- 
selves much injured, and the trade under their management 
greatly misrepresented, by the said loose and general charges ; 
and the petitioners, lastly, beg leave to represent to this honour- 
able House, that, in the confused body of matter contained 
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ia the said return, several things are alledged aj grievances* 
which the petitioners have always apprehended, and do still 
conceive, to be stridlly legal ; and other matters and praSkes 
are complained of, as detrimental to commerce, which the pe- 
titioners appreliend to be extremely useful, if not necessary to 
it ; these last matters the petitioners do request leave to state 
at the bar of this honourable House, most humbly desiring 
|he opinion of this House on the merks of the same, being 
detei mined to proceed in. all things in the most exaft confor- 
mity to the sense of this House; the petitioners therefore 
humbly pray, to be heard by themselves and their counsel^ 
against ail charges dired^Jy or iiulire6\ly made again^ them^ 
or against the general administration of the African Com- 
pany, in the said return, as also to the state of the said trade^ 
and to all other matters and things stated in the said return, or 
the papers thereto annexed, in order to obtain thereby the 
exculpation of their injured charadler, and such other relief as 
this honourable House in its wisdom shall think, fit to give* 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to the consid^ 
ption of a committee of the whole House. 

Adjourned to the a6th. 

May 26. 

In a committee of tl>e whole House on the sefvants tax 
bill, Sir Charles Bunhury began the debate by moznng to add^ 
after the words servants^ the words, *' of sixteen years of age 
and upwards.'* In opening his motion, he said, it was impos* 
sible to c6nsider of the taxes without turning his mind to the 
occasion of thetn. That die American war, though begun 
upon tlie jusrest p*rinciples, was no longer justifiable in pni* 
dence or in policy ; that he thought it necessary before the 
close of the session to declare his opinion upon this important 
$ubj^e.<J^, lest administration should be misled, and imagine 
that all those who, like himself, had supported government 
m this unhappy contest, were of the declared and uncontra- 
didted opinion of that honourable member, a brother conn* 
try gentleman, [Mr. Vvner] who, on the day the army 
W38 vcted^ had conjured the noble lord [Lord North] to 
remember that " taxation was the objeft of the war \* that 
in hop^rs of forcing the Americans to contribute to the public 
.burthen, he then voted for the large number of troops pro* 
po$ed, and would give thincen shillings in the pound, rather 
than, consent to any peace, if that obje6l was net olxainetL 
.1 Sir, fsaid Sir Charles) who am, I flatter myself, as zealous a 
£rk}Qd IQ gQveimmeat and my country as^ the honourable gen<» 

tleman^ 
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til^man, who have as high an opinion of the abilities and 
good intentions of the noble lord at the head bf administra^ 
cion, do implore him, not to remember, but forget the ob- 
jtBt of the war ; and being convinced, that a continuation 
of this disastrous contest must be ruinous to Great Britain, do 
beseech him to use that influence he so deservedly possesses 
with his gracious Sovereign, to induce him to offer such 
ter^Tis to the deluded Americans, as may regain not only their 
obedience, but afie£lions ; to intreat him to employ liis faith- 
ful servants. Sir William and Lord Howe, as ambassadors 
rather than warriors, as ministers of peace, not as ministers 
of vengeance. 

Let tlie noble lord indulge his own humane disposition, as 
t trust he will, in following this advice ; he will not only 
meet with the zealous support of an unimportant individual 
like myself ; he will, I confident, meet with that of a large 
majority of this House ; and what is still more, he will be 
gratified with the most pleasing of all rewards to a liberal 
mind, the heart-issuing applause of an approving and grate- 
ful nation. 

I profess, I am not so sanguine as to cxpeft a revenue fix)m 
a ravaged and impoverished country ; I am not so obstinate 
^s to persist in playing a game, at which I am convinced I 
must be a loser ; I am not so fine a gentleman as to despise 
the vulgar adage, which tells us, " It is folly to throw good 
money after bad ;" I am not, therefore, for squandering any 
m^tt solid firitish guineas, with the doubtful and distai^t 
hope of hereafter obtaining some flimsy American paper ; I 
am not for lavishing more millions in search of a pepper** 
com, which perchance we never may be able to writig from 
them. 

It is, indeed. Sir, a melancholy consideration to those gei»« 
tlemen who many years ago voted for laying a duty on stamps 
in America, that in pursuit of that objed, unhappily enter-* 
ed into, and fatally persevered in, we are now on the eve of 
deliberating on a bill for laying an additional duty on stamps 
in Great Britain. 

It is a mortifying refle£Hon to other gentlemen, who have 
been led to support this ruinous war, from an idea that the 
honour and dignity of the country required it ; that in at« 
temptiog to maintain national dignity, they are driven to 
the necessity of lowering the dignity of the individual man, 
' and that by the proposition of the noble lord now before U8» 

that 
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that proud animal is made a taxable commodity, and reduced 
to the humiliating level of salt, soap, and candles. 

For man, in this oppressed state, I stand^ up a feeble but 
asealous advocate, and trust, if he be not entitled to favour, htf 
will at least have the same measure of justice as his fellow-^ 
sufferers, salt and candles ; and that an ounce of him will 
not be rated as high as a pound ; in other wordsj that a boy 
will not pay the same tax as a man. , . 

I cannot help considering this indrscriminate taxation of 
men and boys, as owing to an inattention iu the framcrs of 
the bill, as it is dire6lly contrary to the principle of almost 
every other tax bill, in which duties are levied in proportion' 
to the value of the commodity, a principle founded in reason 
and equity, and sandlified by usage. N"ot to annoy tho 
House with innumerable instances which might be brought 
in support of the doftrine I maintain, I only beg them to 
consider the distiniSlions made the other day by the noble 
lord, when he stated the new duties upon the difFetent kinds 
of glass — ^the green, the crown, and the plate glass 5 the 
duties were proportioned to the value and the size — the mode 
-was universally approved, but I apprehend it would have 
caused general astonishment, if the noble lord had proposed 
to lay an equal tax on the magnificent plate glass which 
adorns the stately drawing-room of the fashionable dame, 
and the little square bit which in the servants* hall enables 
her footman to tie his bag on. And yet this proposition 
would not have been more inequitable than that now under 
consideration, whereby you are required to [^ay the same tax 
for a little urchin, and his. lofty, able, and far more useful 
parent. 

The boy is certainly an inferior and less valuable servant^ 
he ought then to be taxed in proportion to his worth ; that 
persons, who, from their circumstances, or choice, are in- 
clined to take up with an inferior servant, may not be equally 
assessed with those whose ample fortuned enable them 10 
retain the most accomplished. 

'As taxes on inanimate things seem not to suffice, and ^$ 
this devouring war has already produced this tax upon man- 
kind, if it should continue, which God avert! it is probable 
you will have other duties proposed on animated beings. If 
this should be. the case, and a statesman was to offer to lay an 
equal' tax on animals in an infant and in an adulf state, would 
you not be shocked with the glaring injustice of such a pro* 
posiuon i Would it not strike you as inequitable and absurd . 

to 
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to levy the same duty on a Iamb and a sheep» a pig and a 
hog, a chicken and a fowl, a gosling and a goose? And 
surely it is equally unjust to make no distinction betwixt 
a boy and a man ! 

The noble lord [Lord North] when he opened this propo- 
sition^ remarked that the expenditure of eVery gentleman was 
a fair presumptive proof of his income. In this^ as a gene* 
ral maxim, I will agree. He added, that the number of ser- 
vants was a test of his expenditure, and that, consequently, 
every person paying so much per head for his male servants^ 
would be taxed in proportion to his income. 

In this additibnal argument there is much fallacy. The 
number of servants can never prove the expenditure ; it is 
the quantum of wages allowed to such servants. If ten boys 
can be kept for the same sum as five men, which (wages, 
board, and clothing considered, I maintain they may) the gen- 
tleman who keeps these t^n boys is not richer (to judge by the 
test proposed by the noble lord, that is, his expenditure) thaq 
his neighbour who keeps five men, and ought not consequent- 
ly to pay a greater tax. It necessarily results, that the num* 
ber of servants is no test of the expenditure ; and I trust the 
distintSlion I have contended for, appears reasonable, and thai 
if the exigencies of the state require us to lay a tax of one 
guinea per annum upon men servants, we ought in propor* 
tion to lay a tax of half a guinea per annum on every male 
servant under the age of twenty-one. But as this reguiatioa 
may occasion more difficulty in the coUeflion, ami as th0 
laymg any tax upon youths under sixteen, who are of little 
service in families, may prevent their being taken into gen- 
tlemen's houses, as they now very frequently are, in com^ 
passion to the indigent parents of suph poor boys, I propose 
that all male servants under sixteen years of age, should be 
exempted from paying any tax ; and in compassipn to the state 
(which is indeed an object of pity whilst this wasteful war 
continues) that those of si^^teen years, and upwards, should 
pay the full tax of one guinea per head, as if they were ar-^ 
jived at the age of one ami twenty. 

Mr. Fyrter spoke to the American war, and said, that 
though he should be convinced by Sir Charles Bunbury 
very readily, if he gave his opinion about a horse^ provided 
he was sincere*; yet bp was not persuaded by him, or by what 
he had said, to give up the American war, thou^ he wished 
to see an end of it ; neither did he insist upon taxation as the 
mode of revenue ; but if it could be got in the way of trade. 
Vol. VI. R gv 
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or in any other mode, it would satisfy him : but for the pre- 
sent, liil something could be' obtained, th6 wapmust be sup- 
ported ; and therefore he was against the motion, thinking the 
tax a very proper one, and the more so, as he believed it 
would be a very produftive one. 

Right Hon. T, Townshend said, he was glad to find coUn- 
try gentleqien coming to their senses so far, as to see the fatal 
consequences of this American war, which he was sure they 
would do more and more ; and that Mr. Vyner, though he 
would not be persuaded by any arguments, would by his 
feelings be induced to give up the war, as well as the causes 
ot it ; but that he, as to the motion, was not convinced 'so 
far, as to approve of it, though he rejoiced at finding the 
sentiments of gentlemen changed, which he believed would 
be the case more and more every day ; that he rather liked 
the tax, especially because he thought it would be a produc- 
tive tax. 

Lord North said, he hoped the opinion would not prevail 
so generally, that the tax on servants would be so produftive ; , 
that he hoped it would answer the sum it was taken for, but 
begged it might not be taken for granted, that a tax which 
was merely experimental would turn out so abundant. That 
as to the motion, he was against it, as it might affc6l the 
tax ; nor did he see the analogy of the argument to the tax, 
for it went rather to the weighing boys, which perhaps Sir 
Charles Bunbury might be used to, with lambs and chickens, 
and taxing them proportionably, than to exempt them ; and 
that as he thought they were taxable obje'fts, and eraployed 
very much in a business that could well afford the tax, and 
was a proper objeft of it, he was against the motion. 

Sir George Tonge begged leave to join issue (with Lord 
North) in that part of the argument, which fixed thc'merifs 
of the question upon the consideration of boys being taxable 
objefts. That it was not fair to the argument, to rest it 
solely on the invidious part of the consideration, which rc- 
spcded boys kept for horses at Newmarket ; that he was.no 
friend to Newmarket, never was there, and never would be 
there for the purpose of gaming or running horses ; but he 
thought all that out of the question. He thought the question 
truly stated, was, whether boys were taxable objedls ? that to 
determine this, the sense and spirit of the legislature ought to 
be consulted, which upon no occasion had coi\sidered boys as 
public objedts, on which the law ought to fall. That in the 
commission oicx\vcits^x\it very tender age took away gtrilt \ that 

ixv 
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ia all the militia laws, and the highway laws^ childfca were 
exempted ; that particularly in the parochial laws, children 
were deemed not their own masters, nay, they were coni- 
pelled to be bound as servants for their instruction*; and that 
It was a contradidtion to say in one law they must be servants, 
in a country where all servitude, with that of age was vo- 
luntary, and ihen by another law, to say, they should be 
taxed for being servants. He therefore contended, they 
were not taxable obje£ts ; that the law seemed to -think so 
till twenty-four years of age, but this motion tended only to 
exempt them till ten. That he could not help rejoicing to 
find country gentlemen growing tited of this war ; that the 
gentleman, in particular, who said he would not be per- 
suaded by the other who made tlus motion, did yet agree 
with him without being persuaded, probably being forced 
by the nature of the thing ; for he had once pledged his 
thirteen shillings in the pound for the express purpose of 
taxation, but now confessed that would not do ; that he 
would not contend for iti but be contented with a reve- 
nue obtained in the way of trade. If so, could he forget 
that this country had an ample revenue obtained in the way 
of trade before this unhappy war bega^n, by our regulations, 
our restridtions, and our monopoly of the American trade ? 
That, if so, this war was unnecessary, it was unjust, and 
impolitic, and we had been wasting our blood and treasure 
without a cause, and that he left to those who were still for 
supporting it, to reconcile this cQUtradidlion^ 

Mr. Fox said, he thought boys ought not to be taxed; 
though he might be thought to speak partially^ yet he only 
meaut to shew, that Lord North's argument was not conclu- 
sive. He went on to reprobate those arguments, and con- 
cluded in reprobating the minister and his adherents, with 
the wilful dismemberment of the empire. 

The House divided ; for the motion 17, against it loi. 

Then in the course of the bill explanations were called for, 
and amendments made on argument, chiefly maintained by 
Mr. Powys, Mr. Baldwin, Sir James Pennyman, Sir George 
Yonge, and Mr. Townshend ; the latter, in particular, midc 
this motion^ *^ Provided always, that no such duty shall be 
assessed, raised, or levied, on any master or mistress, being 
householders, who shall keep one male servant only." To 
prevent any deficiency of the reventie by this exception, Mr. 
Townshend funher proposed, to double the tax to be paid 
t>y XQasters or mistresses for men cooks, CQnfe^'oners, valets- 

Kz de« 



444 PARLIAMENTARY A, 1777. 

dc-chambre, and other such servants kept for the purposes of 
luxury ; and likewise a tax upon places of pubKc diver^on. 
These were opposed by Lord North, Sir Grey Cooper, Mr. 
Cornwall' and Mr. Jenkinson, The obje£lions chiefly rc- 
spe£led particular classes and descriptions, such as gardeners, 
chairmen, game-keepers, &c. &c. See. Then Mr. Dunning 
moved to except parish apprentices, and was seconded by Sir 
George Yonge, which was agreed to, stinting the number of 
apprentices to two. Sir George Yonge next opposed the 
clauses relative to the surveyors, with the power of surcharg-' 
ing, with a reward of a guinea a head for all surcharged^ and^ 
not disproved by the master or mistress ; and called for an 
explanation of the two clauses of the bill^ which seemed to 
contradi£l each other ; one fixing the test of taxation on the 
list to be given in by the master, the othtr clause fixing it 
on the greatest number of servants employed for six months 
preceding Michaelmas next, which gave an operation to the 
a£t prior to its commencement. Sir Grey Cooper, ,Mr. 
Cornwall, and Lord North, atiemptca to explain and recon- 
cile this, but could not, owning it had escaped them, and de- 
sired it might be postponed till Wednesday the aSih. It was 
so ; and on the 28th, Lord North provided a remedy, by leav- 
ing out the clauses, and inserting one which direSed, " That 
the coirimissioners should not meet to z£k till April 30, 1778, 
and the tax should not be payable till Michaelmas, 1778.'* 
Thus the tax seems to stand over in suspense for two years^ 
Lord North then said, he must insist on th& clause of the 
surveyors, with the reward of a guinea for surcharging. Sir 
George Yonge said, this was bribing the oflicer to be oppress 
sive and vexatious ; that it was new, unnecessary, and . un- 
just y that the window-tax a£b, by the powers of which this 
was to be executed, had no such thing, and yet those afts 
were well executed ; and there was no reason, why, by the 
same powers, this tax should not be levied without this new 
and dangerous precedent. He was supported by Mr, Baker, 
Mr. Powys, Mr. Baldwin, and Mr. Townshend. "^ Tlie 
House divided — Negatived > and then Sir George Yonge 
contended, that as the oflScer was thus to be rewarded for his 
diligence, he ought to be punished for vexatioiv, and moved 
a clause for that purpose; which was agreed to, Mr. Powy» 
also moved a clause, that the surveyors should not enter 
houses, out-houses, or gardens, which was agreed to^ and 
so the bill was gone through. 
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M^y 27. 
In committee on additional stan;ips, &c. No debate. 

May 28> 
A pctitiod of Gregory Olive, John Taylor Vaughaft, 
^ihur Jones, and James Bogle French, wiis presented to 
jthe Hou$e, and read ; setting forth, that the petitioners arc 
of the oine persons annually clv>sen by the coftapany of mer- 
chants trading to Africa, constituted by an adl of the 23d of 
Creorge the Second, and are trustees to receive, apply, and 
account for the monies granted by Parh'ament for support 
and maintenance^of tlie forts and settlements v^pon the coasc 
of Africa, and Xo superiiitend the condu^ of that company's 
servJDttts to whose care those forts are committed, subjedl to 
the control of the lords cQmmissioners for trade and plan- 
tations, who are by that aA direfted, upon complaint of 
jnisbehariour in any of the said committee, to examine into 
the cause of complaint, and, after hearing of the party in 
Jhis defence, to dismiss bin^ from his office, if be shall appear 
to have deserved such punishment ; and that, to the best of 
•the petitioners' informaiian* recolledion, and belief, there 
has not been, from the time of that company's being formed, 
now twenty-seven years, a single instance of the dismission 
of any of the committee ; nor has there been, for some 
years past, any complaint to them of the behaviour of the 
company's servants: and the petitioners, conscious of their 
own integrity, and fully persuaded of that of the rest of 
the present committee, lake upon them to aver, not only 
the whole are innocent, but have executpd the fundlions 
of their office with the greatest fidelity, and to the extent 
of their ability ; notwithstanding >yhjch, the petitioners 
have the grief 10 cAserve, a paper has been laid befoire the 
• House, entitled, •* A return made by the lords commis- 
sioners for trade and plantations, to the honourable House 
•f Commons, relating to the general state of t!j« trade to 
Africa, &c. &c.*' purporting that the African cotnmittee, 
and other the said company's servants^ have been guilty 
. of great malversation and minnan2qs;ement, without stating 
eidber the names of the accusers, or any circumstances of the ' 
accusations^ sufficient to enable the per^ns abp indiscrimi- 
nately accused to manifest tlieir imioeence ; and the petitioners 
i. apprehend themselves:bout)d to observe, the said return con- 
tains many matter, stated as abuse9» which are not so ; and 
that the mode of inquiry adopted by the lords commis- 
sioners for trade and plantations, h^s been very unusual, 
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and, as the petitioners conceive, highly unwarrantable ; the 
committee having been refused to be heard, either in expla* 
nation or defence, touching the allegations in the said re- 
turn ; their secretary, attending with their books and papers 
by their orders, having been enjoined secrecy by the said 
lords commissioners in this matter of public inquiry ; and 
the whole evidence on which the said return stands founded 
having been taken in private, and remaining concealed ; aod 
the petitioners are funher impelled, by desire of performing 
their duty, to aver the direft tendency of the said return, Jt 
to misinform, misrepresent, and mislead, all which they at* 
tribute to the committee not having been permitted to con- 
fronf the accusers, nor examined inteply to the accusations; 
and therefore praying the House will order the whole of the 
evidence taken by the fords commissioners for trade and 
plantations, in the course of this' inquiry, may be produced, 
and made accessible to the petitioners ; and that they may. be , 
heard, by themselves or counsel, at the bar of the House^ 
concerning the same and the said return, on the part of them- 
selves and the rest of the committee of the company of mer> 
chants trading to Africa. 

Ordered, That the said petitbn be referred to the conside- 
ration of a committee of the whole House. 

Mr. Luttrelli who was himself the original mover of the 
consideration of this return from the board of trade, now 
rose td objedl to the speaker leaving the chair ; apprehensive 
lest, by a long train of crimination and defence of the panics 
therein charged, which might perhaps take up the few days 
that remained for public business, the main objedl of the le- 
gislature, the general state of the African trade, would«be 
totally lost sight of for the present session. Mr. Luttrell 
strongly reprehended the commissioners of trade and plan- 
tations for bringing in an abstrafled, partial report relative to 
scarce one-fourth part of the whole African commerce (con- 
sidering either extent of ten itory and coast, or present re- 
turns of profit) when the address from Parliament to . the 
Crown, for an inquiry into the trade of Africa altogether, 
was as clear and peremptory as th^ English language could 
express. He was indeed ot opinion, that, with sudi strong . 
charges against the gentlemen of the committee, individually 
on the part of a public board, and some of which gentlemea 
he knew bore in the world a charafter perfed^ly respecSabte, / 
(one of them an honourable member of that House): they 
ought, \xi justice and humanity, \o be fully heard la.thqir 
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defence ; but he could only consider that defence as a secon- 
dary objedt with Parliatnent, and as such was ready to give 
it all due attention. The primary objedl, a most necessary 
and essential one at this jundlure, was the preservation and 
improvement of tlie African trade. 

The African trade is certainly a matter of the first impor- 
tance to Great Britain ; and not become tlie less so from the 
decline of our commerce in every other quarter of the globe. 
When he refledled how essential it was to our national reve- 
nue, to the sale of many articles of our Indian imports and 
home manufadlures, to our mercantile navigation and naval 
power, and to the existence of our American islands, he 
could not but express his astonishment, that the ministers 
should not much earlier than the present day have made it a 
business for their most serious attention and care. Govern- 
nient, to have left the trade of Africa in the condition it has 
been for some years past, he considered not only unwise but 
unpardonable. He begged the indulgence and patience of 
the House, while he took as concise a view of the general 
state of our jcoinmerce to that part of the world, as the nature 
of ^o diffuse a subje6l would admit of. He should be led to 
touch on many gross errors among persons in power, and 
much state impolicy, as well as abuses of individuals, which 
have conspired to bring your traffic with the natives along 
• that immense stretch 01 coast, to its present disadvantageous 
and ruinous . situation. He would then humbly submit to 
ihcir consideration an idea or two which arose in his mind, 
lowards re-esiablishing our commerce in those parts, and 
which, in all probability, might tend to give it new life and 
vigour. The British trade in Africa, (following the many 
bays and headlands) extends near 9CXXD of our miles, viz. 
from Port Sallee in South Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope. 
The first trade worth mentioning, carried on with those peo- 
ple, was in the reign of Quejen Elizabeth ; anno 1587, a 
company was established to Senegal aiid Gambia, with vari- 
ous exclusive privileges; under James I. Charles I. and dur*- 
ing the Proteflorate, meichants adventurers were encouraged 
to carry on an open and general trade ; ,and many persons of 
exalted rank and charadler had specific and exclusivp grants 
for the Guinea countries ; a fort was erefled at Com^an** 
tine, on the gold coast, and another on the Gambia river* 
Soon after the restoration, a Royal African Company wa$ 
formed; his Highness the Dukeof^York bcinggovernor ; but 
the jealousies, insults, and depredations of the Dutch, greatly 
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injured those new'proje£lors, and in no trifling degree contri* 
buted towards our first naval rupture with the United Pro- 
vinces. De Ruyter, and other a£tive sea commanders of 
that republic, demolished our forts and^ settlements^ and 
committed hostilities of such weight and consequence, that 
the succeeding peace in 1667, afforded but little relief to otir 
traders ; so thai when the second war was decbred against 
Holland in 1672, the then joint-stock company, with cx- 
• trcme readiness, relinquished and assigned over their rights 
and possessions, to a new, royal, African society of mer- 
chants adventurers, v?ho were also under the Duke of York 
in character of their governor. In 1697, Parliament laid 
open the African trade to British subjedls universally. The 
last Rc^al African Company beiug under great difficulties, in 
the year 1730, io,oool. was allowed by the legislature to- 
wards supporting the forts and faftories. In 1749, and the 
two following years, satisfotStion being made to the Royal 
African Company, their forts aftd effe£b were vested by 
Parliamertt in a company of free traders to Africa, under 
the direftion of a coimnittce, from Port Sallee to the Cape 
of Good Hope, open to all British subjeils ; but that part of 
the western coast which lies between Uape Blanco and Cape 
Rouge, is, by an a6l of Parliament passed in. 1765, vested 
in the Crown ; and from Cape Rouge to the Cape of Good 
Hope, where there are forts, remains under the committee, 
the members of which are not suffered bylaw to trade in their 
joint capacity, neither ought they, direSly or indiredtly, in 
their distinft capacity. Three of the nine committee-men 
are choBcn for London, three for Bristol, and three for Li-* 
verpool ; the only towns that have a trade to that part of the 
world, excepting Lancaster — comparatively with the rest 
scarce worth noticing. The a6l of 1 749 requires these com- 
inirtee-men to be chosen annually by persons trading, or in- 
tending to trade to Africa. Forty shillings is the qualifica- 
tion necessary by that aft to capacitate a freeman to Vote. 
Through iiidireft artifices, and venal influence, the real and 
substantial African traders are deprived of an effedlive choice. 
The choice depends on the occaiional suffrages of certain cor- 
rupt persons, and needy hirelings. Hence, in 1772, no fewer 
than 1425 names were on the register of freemen of the Lon- 
don trade to Africa, scarce one hundred of which had ever 
been interested "in any African ship or African commodity ; 
and not fifty of that hundred were adluajly in the least shape 
concerned in the African trade at the time of voting. In 
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1771, 194 freemen were added to the list in one day, many 
of whom were members of Parliament, others were East 
India dire£lors, not a few tavern-keepers, shoe-makers, but- 
chers, barbers, lamph'ghters, pastry-cooks, persons under 
age, and persons without any known residence or occupa- 
tion- — a most singular and curious medley of commercial ad- 
venturers ! The trade of the ivory and gold coasts, which 
is more immediately the obje£t of the committee's admini- 
stration, has very mu^ch decreased of late years, while the 
general trade of Africa, south of the gold coast, has exceed- 
ingly flourished, and about the commencement of the pre- 
sent King's reign, and till the year 177 1, (inclusive) improv- 
ed to a prodigious amount. The African trade gave about 
that time to Great Britain 2,ooo,oool. sterling per an- 
num, employed 50,000 ton of shipping communlbus annis^ 
.and furnished your colonies with 40,000 labourers: from 
'735 ^° 1763, from the gold coast, at an average, were 
shipped yearly 13,000 negroes; and in 1752, Liverpool 
sent 32 large ships to the gold coast, of 58, from that port, 
fitted out for the whole African trade, and those 32 ships got 
8232 negroes. In 177 1, when our trade to Africa was 111 
the greatest height of its prosperity, insomuch that 195 ves- 
sels were employed in it from Great Britain, besides between 
60 and 70 from the continent of North America, although 
Liverpool alone counted no fewer than 106 of the number, 
only 14 could be supplied at the gold coast, and those 14 pro < 
cured but 3400 slaves. Six thousand slaves is the utmost 
calculation of what we now purchase annually on the gold 
coast, exclusive of the Benin and Callabar negroes, who arc 
frequently moved towards the north-west to enhance their 
value. The quantity of gold brought home to England in 
the time of the Royal African Company, amounted to near 
lialf a million sterling per annum, reckoning from 120 to 
'150,000 ounces ; an article, which now is so far from being 
produdtive, that you are obliged to carry gold to the African 
markets*. And your ivory trade is likewise gone to nothing. 
In 1749, at the establishment of the committee, gold was 
estimated under 42 shillings per ounce on the coast ; it is now 
above double that value. An able male Anamaboe-slave was 
rated at between 9 and lol. sterling, and sold in the British 
West Indies for 29 or 30I. sterling. Last year a negro of the 
• same description came, at first cost, to 27I. lis. and fetched 
in the island of Jamaica, 68 or 69I. currency, (near col.) 
fterling.) On tlie gold coast are 11 forts, (between Cape 
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Apolonia and the river Lagos) three of which are, in the 
opinion of many intelligent persons, utterly unnecessary, ex* 
cept as marks of possession,- and two have hitherto most fre- 
quently proved hurtful to your commerce ;- 13,000!. /^^r aru 
mem has been usually granted by Parliament for several years 
past, and often 15,000!. to support these forts, which still 
remain, according to the last account given in by Captaia 
Cornwallis, in a very ruinous, filthy, and indefensible state, 
having, some of them, neither artillery nor ammunition, 
tliough their maintenance has cost the nation, since the disso- 
lution of the last joint-stock company, more than 360,000!. 
sterling. Instead of drawing awe and respedt from the na- 
' rives and rival states of Europe, who Iiave garrisons and fac- 
tories within gunshot of yours, they only attraS insult and 
ridicule. They have chiefly been used as warehouses for the 
▼ery worst species of monopoly — a monopoly carried on by» 
public servants under the colour of legislative authori^, ana 
rather for the destruxSlion than for theprotedllon and safeguard . 
of the free British trader. I am confidently assured, that the 
expenditure of little more than loool. sterling ^«^ atmum^ 
for each fort, one with another, amounting to between 7 and 
8000I. for the only forts of real necessity or local strength, 
would be amply suflScieut, according to their present scale of 
magnitude and establishment. I am disinclined to advance 
any more money to be vested in goods, and disposed of at the 
discretion of these monopolists, and to encourage the like 
abuses. They were not warranted in an anticipation of tlic 
annual gift of Parliament, which indeed ought to have been 
pot in another channel long ago, unless a more satisfacSlory 
account could h^ve been produced of prior expenditures. Tlie 
servants of the committee pretend to have an out-standine 
«lemand on a balance of scarcely less by this time than 20,0G0U 
sterling; if you remit the money they are now solicitous to 
obtain, we can easily conceive to what purposes it will be 
applied; not a shilling to the forts and settlements. The 
African committee ( I understand by the committee, the di- 
leflors in general of the African trade, wheie there liave 
been any forts for these last six and twenty years, not mean- 
ing to criminate, nor to exculpate the present gentlemen in- 
dividually, whose conduft remains for trial, in consecjuence 
of the present report upon your table) ; I say, Sir, the Afri- 
can committees have adled contrary to the trust reposed In 
them ; they have been certainly abettors of the guilt, if not 
principals in it; have misconstrued the import ;ind spirit of 

the 
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the aft, which was however very absurdly worded ; — they 
have perverted the true intent of the legislature ; have a£led 
diametrically contrary to the real interest of the nation, and 
nearly^annihilated your trade ; neither can so destruflive a 
system of folly ana mismanagement be too soon abolished. 

I should humbly presume, that the best policy we can now 
devise at the end of a session, will be to admit a preparatory 
motion toward annulling next year the adl of 1749, and 
brit>ging a new bill into Parliament, for constituting the 
African trade on better principles of policy, such as may ren- 
der it as humane and equitable as the nature of th& traffic will 
allow of towards the natives of the country, advantageous 
to the British adventurer, tending to the prosperity of your 
general commerce, and to the support and benefit of your 
West In'dia islands. For my own parjt (witli all due de- 

-ference to superior talents and authority) I conceive it will 
be found the most eligible measure, to create and establish two 
distindl companies trading on a joint stock : one company for 
the northern nations and districts, who chiefly • follow the 
Mahomedan profession, and speak certain Moriscan diale£ts, 
derived from the Arabic language, and who occupy an extent 

•of coast of about acxx) miles, reaching from port Sallee to the 
river of St. Paul* The other company of traders, to begin 
from the said river of St. Paul, and extend to the river Lagos^ 
which takes in all the ivory and gold coast, and includes the 
southernmost of our forts at Widah : this might be made per- 
haps the richest and most important part of your trade with 
Africa, and runs nearly from west to east 2000 miles ; the 
rest of that continent, comprehending Bonny, both Calabars, 
the Lower Guinea in general, and away to the Cape, that is 
upwards of 4000 miles further, I would leave entirely open 
as it is at present. By this policy there would arise a zealous 
emulation between two companies, ^nd the open trade to the 

• southward might stimulate each to the most adlive exertion, 
and serve as a check to either, or to both conjointly, so as to 
keep their dealings within limits of reasonable gain^ I am 
clear that true policy will dire£l us either to a mode of re- 
form similar to this, or else to a free trade indiscriminately to 
all enterprizers, from one extremity of the vast Afincan con-- 
tinent to the other. But, from the present state of the nor- 
thern regions and countries of Upper Guinea, as well poli- 
tically as geographically considered, clear I am that nothing 
but much labour and industry, and great colledlive resour<jes, 
as well as national cncgurageraent and support, can restore 
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our African tra<le to any degree of value. I think that 
tr^e wouldj constitutionally considered, be much $afer^ rouctv 
better managed for the public interest, were it under the 
governance of a company trading with joint funds, than under 
the commissioners of trade and plantations, or either secre- 
taiy of state. I can't allow that they have at all improved 
or extended your trade in the Senegambia quarter. Hereto- 
fore we had stations and warehouses, and open communica- 
tions for a variety of traffic 600 miles up the Gambia river, 
with no less than 1 7 regular faftories. They fell with the 
last Royal African Company, and I cannot learn that any 
one of them has been recovered by the care of the ministers 
of the Crown. The trade of Senegambia is far from, that 
state in which it ought to he at this day,, after costing the na- 
tion, in its civil atid military establishment, extras, ordnance, 
ice. &c. since 1766, near i8o,cxx>i. sterling. In the gold 
coast country, and th^ interior of those regions, you had ia 
former times roads of communication from 4 to 700 miles 
in length, chiefly cut through thick woods and defiles ; these 
roads were five in number : and at the end of every day's 
journey (of about ten or twSlve leagues) were store-rooms, 
houses of repose and refreshment, and British colours flying. 
These are now mostly choaked up, the buildings deserted and 
in ruins, the intercourse between Europeans and the inland 
natives at an em), obstacles still augmenting: but the continual 
. wars that have prevailed for many years past, between the 
confederate states near the sea coast and the sovereign prin- 
ces of the interior nations (wars which have been at times 
too^ not a little promoted and aggravated by tlie misconduct, 
and bad policy ^f Dutch and English agents, and settlers) 
liave brought the African trade in such jeopardy, that no- 
thing but a capital joint-stock, properly employed for putting 
..your forts in good order, and re-establishing your power and 
credit there, on such footing as to induce the Dutch cheerfully 
to go hand in hand with you to open the trade with tlie Afri- 
can, for the mutual benefit of ai! parties, can avail in the 
present state of things. Some gentlemen may indeed objetS 
to the slave trade as inhumane and impious ; but let us con- 
. »lder that, if our colonies are. to be maintained and cultivated, 
. which can only be done by African ncgrges, it is surely bet- 
ter to supply ourselves with those labourers in British bot- 
toms, than purchase them through the medium of French, 
Dutch, or Danish fa<Slors ; the numbers must naturally much 
decline, if you were to triist merely to those who are bqi q in 
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servkudc froni the blacks* already seasoned aixl established in 
your sugar islands. Indeed, hard as the case of a negro-slave 
may appear to a free-born Briton at first view, I conceive 
him to be far less an objeA of commiseration (his native state 
and local birthright taken into the comparison) than a poor, 
impressed sailor within this island ; his confinement is not so 
stri£l ; his discipline not so severe, his sustenance full as good, 
and his labour, upon the whole, less harsh and burthensome : 
but, without dwelling longer on that subjecfl, you can have 
no objedlion to gold, gums, ivory, wax, dyeing woods, &c, 
which may be procured in quantities beyond arithmetical 
calculation. I have ever comprehended that the Africaii 
trade takes off a great quantity of your East India goods, 
English woollens, and hardware articles, 6cc, and, at one 
time, there were circulating in Great Britain 400,000 guineas, 
made of the gold brought home under the African Companv, 
and from whence that coin, I imagine, firbt took its denomi- 
nation. 

These are distinguisliable from other current guineas by 
the figure of an elepliant. 

So far from expecSting the African trade to flourish under 
the present laws and management, I am confident it cannor, 
without a complete radical reform, much longer exist at all. 
The failure of the joint-stock companies was not occasioned 
by the impolicy of their system : the last Royal African 
Company began with little more than one hundred and 
eleven thousand pounds, and the after demands were not very 
considerable ; yet they expended in Africa, one way or other, 
and to the great advancement of their own interests and the 
interests of Great Britain, above 1,400,0001. sterling; and 
when the trade, in King William's reign, was made open 
and free to all adventureis, more perhaps through Dutch in- 
terest than with a vie<v to English policy, the Company di- 
vided 40 per cent, on their oiiginal stock. After the ad of 
1697, the Company traded to much disadvantage against the 
free merchant, having a great establishment to maintain at 
their several settlements, and the communications to keep 
open at their charge : besides which, a number of pirates did 
terrible mischief on the gold coast. The African trade is too 
complicated, too weighty and diffuse, for the ministers of the 
Crown to wield: besides, a ministerial board of commissioners 
is eternally fludluating and changeable, and has already more 
to answer for than can be fitly administered : the civilized 
kingdoms of Europe are so differently constituted, that, 

by 
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by means of a central government, a£ling with energy atul 
dispatch to its several extremities, and where no extraneous, 
coercive power is allowed to operate in the intercourses of 
commerce between nation and nation, excepting by secreta- 
ries of state, ambassadors, consuls, &c* the case is very dif- 
ferent ; but, in the dealings of Britain on commercial prin- 
ciples with the numberless savage nations of Africa, there is 
in general no need of the interposition of the ministers of 
the Crown, further than as public guardians of your rights 
against the enmity and encroachments of other European 
states trading in rivalry, and to cover your navigation on the 
high seas. Let us now see how far our present ministers have 
fulfilled or negledted these obligations. The fort of Albreda, 
on the river Gambia, became ours by the treaty of Paris in 
1773, when all the dependencies of Senegal were ceded to 
Great Britain ; a right in us which I will undertake to prove 
clearly to the House* if tlie faft be denied ; — the FVench have 
been suffered to continue in possession of it, and from thence 
carry on a> very beneficial commfcrce. In 1772, a vessel 
sailed from Albreda on fVench account, with a more valuable 
cjargo on board than any English ship has ever been freighted 
with. The Dutch (it appears by the report now in the 
House) impede by violence your trade with the Portuguese ; 
and these good friends and allies of yours, the Portuguese, 
are continually confiscating your ships and cargoes, when 
cliey touch at tlieir setriements. In 1773, ^^^ Adventure 
sloop, Capl. Windsor, put in near Zinging Shore, with a 
signal of distress flying, and four feet water in the hold: he 
bad leave to take out his goods, and stop the leak ; but im- 
mediately on the seamen landing, they were seized and put 
into a dungeon, where one or two died through extreme iU 
usage ; the rest were indeed some time after sent to Gambia ^ 
but (hi efFedtsofthe owners, worth upwards of 2CX)oL were 
irrecoverably lost. A still more glaring outrage from the - 
same quarter has recently happened to one of His Majesty's 
vessels of war, commissioned by our commander in chief on 
that station. She had occasion to touch at a Portuguese set- 
tlement, where she was taken possession of, and all her crew 
imprisoned ; the Captain, who (as I understand) became ap- 
pointed to that j>ost from being first lieutenant of his Majesty's 
frigate the Pallas, is htely arrived in England from Lisbon^ 
but the men are still prisoners in Africa. This is rather a 
worse story, taking all its circumstances, than the late cap^ 
ture of the Morning-Star by the Spaniards. 'Tis reported 

that 
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that the pretext was similar. She also was mistaken for an 
American privateer. But to draw towards a conclusion, af- 
ter troubling the House so long, let me urge it as the imme- 
diate duty of Parliament, to take some steps towards the ad* 
vancement of the general trade to America, which may, with 
proper care, save the debris of this-once mighty empire, when 
America shall be no longer ours. If the project of two 
companies, as I before stated, should hereafter be approved 
of, perhips our ministers, by making over the castle, slaves^ 
forts, settlements, and efFedts, (which belong to the public) 
may not only be exonerated of further annual charges usually 
provided for by Parliament, but may bargain for the full dig- 
charge of the present arrear of debt to the committee and 
their servants. ^ At all events, I shall beg leave to offer this 
motion, founded on precedent ; and, in my mind, the only 
salutary projedl that can be adopted before the approaching 
prorogation of Parliament : however, if by being introduced 
in tlie present stage of the business, it can eventually impede a 
discussion of the crimes alledged against the members of die 
present African committee, I shall injustice to them, readily 
wave a division upon it till that trial is over. 

Mr. Luttrell then stated his intended motion, which was 
to. address his Majesty, ** todirciSl the board of trade and plan- 
tations to consider all such plans and propositions that may 
in the course of the summer be laid before them, by the 
merchants trading to Africa, for the better supporting tlie 
forts, and for preseiving, improving, and extending the gene- 
ral trad(! to Africa from Port Sallec, in South Barbary, 10 the 
Cape of Good Hope ; and to report early in the next session, 
to the House, such proposal or plan as the said commissioners 
shall find most proper to answer the aforesaid purposes." 

Mr. ^7/fr arose, and spoke in high terms of commendation 
on the foregoing copious and authentic representation of the 
British trade to Africa, but approved of going immediately 
into a committee upon the report and petitions delivered in, 
"and received by the House. He said, when that part of the 
inquiry was ended, he should be happy to second Mr. Lut- 
trell's motion, and did not doubt but it would meet with ge- 
neral support. 

Mr. Bamber Gascoyney though a lord of trade, bore testi- 
mony to the corrcwlness of the state of the African affairs in 
•general, as stated by Mr. Luttrell : Mr. Gascoyne, declared 
he had himself for many years past, made this unfashionable 
topic one of the principal objefts of his dispassionate study and 

pursuit; 
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pursuit ; and assured the House, he would undertake to bring 
every article of the charges contained in the icjpovt before the 
HousCy home to the committee-men. 

Mr. Burke replied shortly, but pointedly, to Mr. Gas- 
coyne ; and Mr. Devaynes said a few words in his own ex- 
culpation, as a member 0} the African committee ; when 
the petition on behalf of the said African committee, to be 
heard at the bar by counsel, was read, and the counsel called 
in. 

The return of the board of trade was read, stating in sub- 
stance. That application having been made to the board of 
trade from several persons trading to the coast of Africa, 
application was made to the noble lord who presides at the 
head of tlie Aftierican department, who, after some days 
consideration, referred the contents and fafls stated in said 
applications to the board. The report then proceeds to state 
the proceedings of the board of trade, from early in die 
niontli of February till the month of April,' inclusive. By 
which it appeared, that Mr. Gascoyne, Mr. Greville, and 
Air. Kcenc, principally attended. Each day's deliberation 
of the boaid, the persons who composed it, the names of the 
witnesses examined, aod the time to which they adjourned^ 
are specifically mentioned. The most striking fafts that ap* 
pcared, or were given in evidence tp^ the board, were to the 
following cfTcdl : 

That the African trade v/as considerably diminished since 
even ilic year 1749; ^^^^ more particularly so within the last 
eight or ten years. The number of^ilors, tons of shipping, 
and supposed value, were enumerated, to prove the diminution^ 
Several causes were stated, as effe£ling this alarming de- 
crease ; such as the power of the governors of the forts and 
under officers and dependants ; the interference of the people 
of America, who carried on a diredl trade on their own ac- 
count ; the purchasing great quantities of goods for the Afri" 
can market in Holland, and from the Dutch governors in the 
neighbouring settlements ; the increased price of negroes and 
gold dust ; the increased value of piece goods ; and the paitialy 
oppressive, and interested conduft of the governors, and odier 
people in power on the coast. 

To prove the injury the forts and governors were to the 
trade to Africa, the evidence of several persons was read, 
which shewed, that cargoes were easier procured, commodi- 
ties cheaper purchased, and freight more speedily got, where 
captains slaved and bartered for themselyes, without any as- 
sistance 
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sbtance or plxjtcftion ftom the forts or governors. The 
governors being all traders on their own account, or faSori 
for their principals here, monopoli:fced -every thing in their 
iespedlive neighbourhoods ; and consequently fixed the mar- 
ket, and set the price at their pleasure. On the other hand, 
if the captains complained of any bad treatment, and sought 
redress, the Mack merchants, and those who assisted them, 
being generally the direft aggressors or instrgaton of all out* 
rages committed on British subje£ls ; and benig, in fa£l, the 
servants or agents of the governors^ the parties aggrieved were 
Btire to be denied any redress. Nay, indeed, where no go- 
vernor or visible protedion was at hand, the British subjefts 
^crc gcntSrally niuch readier and more completely redressed ; 
and if the black merchants were willing to trade on their own 
ftccounr, they could not do it ; the stock they traded with 
t>elongs always to the governor ; and if they buy two slaves, 
the money or Value with vvhich they arc purchased, is gene- 
rally advanced by die governor^ or sbme person employed 
under him or the companyi 

Numerous circumstances appeared in the report relaftve to 
The comparative value of gold and elephant's teeth, the low 
.price ot piece goods, the diffii;:ulty of getting slaves in 
exchange for commodities, and a great Taritty of othei in- 
Aancesj every one of which alihost waft attributed to th6 
abuses which have arisen in the civil government. 

In this detail^ the particular advantisiges of ^urchasfng 
slaves with gold, in preference to goods, was insisted upon 
as a very great grievance, and very huitfid to the trade to 
that country, to individuals^ and to the nation at large. 
Slaves were generally purchased formerly at ten pounds 
a-piece upon an average^ male zud female ; wfaei-eas now 
their value was nearly doubled* 

Narratives were likewise given, of shijis sSiiling from Liver- 
pool and London to Rotterdam, and other poits of Holland^ 
tliere taking in the greater part of their lading, East India and 
mher goods, and trafficking with them, instead of English^ 
East India India, or Manchester goods, of similar fabtic. 

Proofs were given of ships trading direfilly from Virginia^ 
and other parts of America, and disposing of their cargoes, 
tobacco^, and other comttlodities, the produce of d>at coun- 
try, on the coast, and in return purchasing slaves, and re* 
•turning whence they came, under the sufie^ncei or rather 
the open tdieration of the governors and other subordinate 
persons in con(&mand» 

Vol. VL S N^V^ 
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When the reading of the report was finislied, several wit- 
nesses were called to the bar| and examined, which produced 
a pei'petual scene of attack and defence by the contending par* 
ties, till three quarters after twelve o'clock, when a motion 
tsras made to adjourn to the 30th. 

Aiay 30. 

Sir Henr^ Houghton^ chairman of the African committee, 
reported the resolutions of the committee, viz. 

Resolved, That it is the. opinion of this committee, that 
the words following, in the return from the commissioners 
for trade and plantations, namely ♦ ** that a private trade, 
diredlily tending to a monopoly, hath been set up and esta- 
blished by th6 governors and chiefs of the forts in Africa ; 
^nd that this private trade, so injurious to the interests of. 
the public, hath been carried on by them, in conjundlion with 
persons at home ; some one or more of whom have, at the 
same time, been members of the committee above-mentioned," 
do not relate to any of the nine members who constitute the 
present committee of merchants trading to Africa. 

Resolved, That (it appearing to this committee, as well 
from the return of the commissioners for trade and planta- 
tions, as from the evidence produced in support thereof, 
that several abuses are alledged to prevail in the manner of 
carrying on the trade of the gold coast and Whydah) it is 
the opinion of this committee, that tlie same may deserve the 
attention and future consideration of Parliament. 

The said resolutions being read a second . time, were 
agreed to by the House. 

Adjourned to June 2. 

June 2. 

Mr. Luttrell again rose on the subjed of the African trade. 
He reprehended the ministers in vehement terms, fcr not hav- 
ing fulfilled the desire of Parliament,, and his Majesty's in- 
srrudions for, investigating the general trade to Africa,, and 
for breaking up the committee ofthe House on the preceding 
debate on tT^is sybjeft, in so hasty, unparliamentary, and inr 
decent a manner. He said, that if the communications were 
again opened by the Nigris (or Gambia river) to the mouth 
ofthe Nile, f>erhaps we might one day or other return to 
the neigh})ouring regions, now in a rude and savage state pf 
inculture ; those sciences, those arts, and models of refined 
.taste, which we, Britain, originally attained ftoip thencet 
.either through the schools of Greece and Rome, or perhaps 
uiH more immediate, as some of the best accredited English 

historians. 



A. 1777. DEBATE S; ig^ 

historians affirm, who derive the first stock of our aficestor^ 
from the coasts of Egypt, or Neighbouring cities of Phoeni-* 
cia ; that, when those people first traded to the western parts 
of this island, they were (like us at the present day) in the 
fiill height of luxury and commercial policy ; the first cha* 
raders among the ancients cultivated their godhke talents in 
those climes ; Homer, Pythagoras^ Archimedes, the divine 
masters of poesy, philosophy, archite£ture, and physics, 
owed more to the lights of Egypt than to those of Ionia, or 
the Peloponese. In those ages let us view the state in which 
they found us Britons ; we were full as barbarous as we now 
see the most disgusting figures among them ; we dwelt in huts 
made df mud and the boughs of trees, went stark naked, all 
to the skin of some wild beast knotted round the waist ; we 
besmeared and lacquered our carcasses with grease and various 
colours; and, like them at this day, inhumanly butchered 
our captives indiscriminately^ sacrificing our chief prisonei's 
in a solemn and sacred pageant at the altar g( the idol of Vic- 
tory. Mr. Luttrell urged, that the consumption, at future 
periods, of our commc^ities among the Africans^ could no 
more be ascertained or limited in reason, by what the several 
natives of tliat quarter of the world now require for their 
present simple and incommunicate stile of living, particularly 
in the Mahomedan countries north of the river Gambia, 
dian the demands in trade of the natives of Great Britain for 
subsequent, could have been entertained by the first Tyrian 
navigators and adventurers who brought hither their ingeni* 
ous and valuable commodities, to exchange them with the 
miners of Cornwall for tin. Mr. Luttrell added, that he 
could but consider this business on both sides, to be some<» 
what similar to the altercation between Peachum and Lockit, 
in the play of the Beggar's Opera, the committee for the gold 
coast, and the ministers for Senegambia, saw the ill conse- 
quences if they neglefied to smother all further public in- 
quiry, and shook hands and agreed to be silent on the subjcdl : 
** Brother, brother, we are both in the wrong I" 

Lord ifqrth. His lordship excused himself from taking 
up this very complex and' important matter just at the close 
of a long protradled session, with few members in town, any • 
further than to move for the 13,0001. annually granted by 
Parliament, to maintain the forts and settlements tinder the 
diredtion of the African committee. This motion, his lord* 
ship^ave notice, he intended to make on the Thursday fol- 
\a^mg ; but* he woi^ld cake due care that his motioa ftOQuljL 
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be so framed, as to secure the application of the sard sum 
-solely to the uses for which it was designed and granted bjthe 
legislature, 

Mr. Burke was against revising the state of the trade to 
Africa in general, for fear of doing more harm than good in 
these times ; he seemed to be apprehensive, that, were Par- 
liament to enter on that wide system, their discussions would 
probably only terminate in government jobs, and putting 
the trade upon a still worse footing than at present. He was 
likewise very able and witty on the extensive field opened bjr 
Mr. Luttrell in this debate, as to the rude stare of our British 
ancestors, and their primitive descent from the swarthy in- 
habitants of the confines of tlie river Nile. There being 
scarce forty members on this occasion present, the sequel of 
the business was obliged to be defejred till Thursday the 5th, 
to which day the House adjourned. 

JuiJg' 5. 

Lord North moved, " An humble address to* the King, 
that he would be graciously pleased to order the sum of 
13,0001. ta be issued to the African Company, for the main- 
tenance of their garrisons, and for the repair and keeping op 
of their forts, &c. on the coast of Africa ; and that his Ma- 
jesty would be pleased to diretS, that the said sum be not ap- 
plied to the discharge of any arrears of the said Company's 
debts, contradlcd prior to the 3orh of December, 1776.** 
This motion was carried in the affirmative without anv di- 
vision. However, Mr. Burke spoke in favour of the Afri- 
can committee, and defended the conduft of the Company's 
affairs in general, and the necessity of granting them a stiU 
farther parliamentary aid. 

Mr. Bamber Gascoigne replied to Mr. Burke, and was vio- 
knt in his censures upon tlic African committee, and their 
servants on the coast. He expressed a wish, that the mal 
administration of our commerce in those parts might be 
searched to the bottom, and he did not doubt but tlie House 
would he satisfied of the necessity of a new and more corre^L 
system. 

Mr. Devaynes being one of the nine committee-men who 
have the care and government of the African trade, he 
thought it immediately incumbent npon hiin to enter on the 
charges in p;encral, and to make some observations on the ac- 
counts. He said much in justification of himself and the 
other gentlemen of the committee, and seemed to give ejntiii 
•'iatisfiaStofv ias 10 wHat related to himself, and tbeiBanag** 
* ' - meat 
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cnent of die trade, for die few years during which he has 
been chosen as director. 

Sir William Mir^t^ah. He did not speak long upon the 
subjetSt, buc expressed himself much in favour of the present 
system for the gold coast, and southern distrids in Africa ; 
and was, upon the whple, a very zealous and inteiligent ad^i- 
vgcate for the gentlemen of the committee, whose conduct 
p^d been dius severely arraigned. 

Mr. TempU JLuW'^IL He expressed his approbation of die 
moiiion proposed by Lord North, as it effedlually secured the 
13,0001. granted by Parliament to the purposes for whidi 
they vot^ it ; and indeed the sum would he inilis|)ensably 
nece^^ry ; for you ii(iust ptlierwise abandon altogether your 
forts and fadlpries, for which you pay every year ground- 
rewt and port-custoin$ to the natives. He remarked, how- 
ever, that the money now given would be for the year 1778. 
$Ar. Liittreil reprehended the board of trade, for wasting the 
y^hole session in a loose, inaccurate inquiry into the trade of 
one part of the coast of Africa only, and then coming with 
Cheir report 'So late to the House, that there was not time 
eopugh to go thorouglily into the merits of it. He consi- 
4ered the African Company to be in a situation similar to what 
It was in 1749, when the bad condu£l of its servants, and 
decline of trade, rendered an application to this House ne- 
cessary, and wished Parliament now to do what it did then, 
call fqr a general information. I am of opinion. Sir, that the 
trade of Afric^i will admit of very great improvements ; and 
<bey are now of the more consequence, because we may not 
ipng possess any American commerce: it therefore behoves 
ais well to take care of what is really within our power. The 
improvement of your marine nurseries, and an extension of 
your commerce to Africa, may yet maintain the British 
feala> in splendour and prosperity, when her colonies on die 
ptiier side of the Atlahtic are totally separated from her em- 
pire : a federal imion for the reciprocal interest of two di- 
stiuiSi: nadons, is all you have now to hope for from your 
seceded provinces. Sir, we have had fadtories in the internal 
parts of Arica, on the Gambia, near 800 miles from the 
iWQuth of that river, to which vessels of •between 30 and 40 
tons have navigated ; and it flows through a country, I will 
venture to assert, the superior of the North American conti- 
nent in every commercial light ; its influx and ebb almost 
ipqual to the Nil^ for depth and rapidity. Tlie neighbour- 
ing l^egiohs produce gums of the richest kiud.^ alatvoo^2A\M^ 

S 3 wX^Jis^x 
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cedar» palm-oil, and other oils, :lnd all sorts of valuable 
timber for ship-buikling ; tobacco in the greatest plenty, 
rice, indigo of the finest sort» pitch, rosin, skins, and, in a 
word, every valuable produ6ticn we receive from America, 
This country, which is extremely populous, niight be made 
to contribute in a variety of ways to the support of the com- 
mercial interests of these kingdoms. In the slave trade also, 
there might be prodigious improvements ; but the attention 
of the board of trade and plantations in this matter, has been 
too much limited ; the negroes from the gold coast suit our 
West India islands remarkably well ; they are laborious, bold, 
hardy, and live upon little besides salt fish and roots, which 
they meet with in Jamaica. The negroes from Congo, 
Angola, and the lower Guinea, are of a more soft,' voluptu- 
ous, and effeminate nature ; and their women chiefly till the 
ground ; so that, upon being transplanted to the haraships of 
our sugar colonies, they commit suicide, rather than endure 
them : hence it is, that one gold-coast negro is worth, for su- > 
gar plantations, two of the others; but in North America^ 
where they meet with food and entertainment, and usage 
better adapted to their habits, they do perfedly well. Sir, 
there are other points, relative to the state of our concerns on 
those coasts, which ought to be fully discussed, and on which 
I have touched upon a former occasion. 

Mr. Burke. I shall not follow the honourable gentleman 
in the detail he has given of what might be done; I believe 
he is very right in a part of what he has told ; but I can by no 
means agree with him, or with any man, that the servants of 
the company have behaved themselves wrong: instead of 
having been wanting in economy, they have exerted such 
an economy as this House has not been used to; they have 
supported eleven forts, ten governors, and the establishments 
necessary for them and treaties with the country powers ; 
yet with all this, they are not accused of contradting a 
greater debt, in so many years, than i6,oool. 

Mr. Gascoigne seemed to rejoice at Mr. Burke's mentioning 
the debt as i6,oool. and ridiculed the idea of the servants 
being such faithful ones, while contra£ting such a debt. 

Mr. Burke retorted upon Mr. Gascoigne's speaking in the 
stile of accusatibn, when he was the judge ; which he said was 
such a perversion of the distiniSions of judge, jury, and pai'^ 
ty, that he congratulated his feelings on it. ** Nature had 
midc him the acciueri an a£t of Parliament the judge ; but 
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I hope the gentleman is not my accuser : I thank my God, he 
is not my judged" 

Mr. Devaynes said a word or two in accusation of the con- 
duct of the board of trade. 

Mr,. Hartley went upon the crifelties of slavery, and urg- 
ing the board of trade to take some means of mitigating it : 
he produced a pair of hand-cufliy which he said was a manu- 
faflure they were now going to establish. He then digressed 
a little to the American question of taxation, and freeing 
their municipal governments from the control of Parlia- 
ment, 

Lord North's motion being carried, Mr. Luttrell made 
his motion, which was, ** That an humble address be pre- 
sented to his Majesty, to be graciously pleased to give direc- 
tions to the commissioners for trade and plantations, to 
inquire into the stare of the general trade to Africa, from Port 
Sallee in South Barbary to the Cape of Good Hope, inclusive ; 
to receive what plans or proposals the merchants of London, 
Bristol, and Liverpool, trading to Africa, may submit to their 
consideration, for the bet^ter regulating, preserving, and ex- 
tending the same ; and early in the next session of Parliament, 
to report to this House such opinions thereupon as shall appear 
to said commissioners most beneficial to the commerce of 
Great Britain and her colonies." 

It passed in the negative. 

June 6. 

The Kine came to put an end to the session. 

The Speaker, after having presented the four bills of sup- 
plies for the royal assent, delivered himself as follows : 

" Your Commons, Sir, through the course of a very long 
session, Iiave been principally attentive to the distradted state 
of your Majesty's colonies in North America; and see with 
the deepest concern the continuance of disorder and rebellioa 
there ; for they hoped that means would have been found to 
stop the ravages of war, and the destrudlion of your Majesty's 
subje<5ls, which, if not timely done, there is too much rea- 
son to fear, will be attended with consequences ruinous to 
the prosperity, perhaps dangerous to the safety, of this 
country. 

•• However, Sir^ your faithful Commons still relying 
upon your Majesty, which they do with the gieatest confi-* 
dence, knowing that you have no other interest than the wcl- 
fore of your people, have, by ways the least burthensome to 
their cpnstitueots,. again raised great and ample supplies ; have 

S4 again 
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^ain ^rcngthencd your M^e^ty's hands with all the powers 
of war, at the same time earnestly wishing that the terror of 
.those jpowe^T-^ may facilitate a reicoDciliatiorii and that your 
Majesty may be enabled thp sooner to restore to us the ble§5» 
ings of pea<c^'V 
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tlefcvtivc - 107 

Dempster, Mr. speak: in support of 
the Eirmingh"in play-house bill 

139 
accuses Lord North of 

adding to, instead of diminishing 

the national debt 209 

— -: — r attributes the disturb- 



ances in the East to the intrigues 
of the Nabob 253 

De^a^^nes, Mr. speaks in justifica- 
tion of himself as an African 

. committee-man 260 

. arraions the conduft of 

the board of trade 263 

DundabjMr. {Lord Advocate) sj>eak8 
on the affairs of Lord Pigot 229 

Dunning, Mr. considers the dignity 
of the House as gnn^ if the chair 
is suffl-rcd to be degraded 171 

■ accuses Lord North of 

ignorance in the business of con. 

• Udl\s - 214 

illis, Mr. reviews the several ap- 
plications made by the Crown to 
. Parliament - 1 1 1 

: considers the Ubc made of 

secret service money 1 1 2 

•— rises in defence of the Speak- 
er's conduct - 170 

— observes that the chairman 

' ought to be supported in main- 
taining Older - 230 

Establishment of the troops of the 
Margrave of Bradenburg 47 

Estimate of the charge of the addi- 
tional corps of foreign troops in 
the pay of Great Britain ^^ 

Foxy M r. rises to oppose the proposed 
augmentation of the civil list 95 

. thinks that the ministry add 

mockery to contempt, and blend 
insult with derision 96 

m attacks the veracity of Lord 

North - 97 

^. and the validity of the ac- 

' counts laid before the*[ouse u8 



FoiL, Mr. draws a camparison be» 
tvvecn the present administration 
and that of the late Duke of 
Newcastle / - 119 

considers the King's name as 

frequently prostituted by his mi- 
nisters - ib* 

supports the charafter of Mr. 

Yates, in the debate on the Bir. 
mingham play-house bill i}% 

rises m defence of the mo- 



tion in behalf of the two roy^ 

brothers - 167 
replies to Mr. Rigby, in de. 

fence of the Speaker 169 
insists that the great objed 

of the war was a revjenue to be 

drawn from America 190 
considers the tea.tax as the 

cause of the American war ib. 
very severe upon the cruejaod 

inhuraan condu^ of the Hessuns 

rises in support of the coodoA 

of Lord Pigot - 228 

passes the highest encomiontt 



on his virtues and military taknts 

ib. 
is of opinion that servant boji 

ought not to be taxed 143 

Gascoigne, Bamber, speaks to the 

petition from the African 00% 

pany ^ . 2)5 
— ;— violent in his censur^ 

on the African committee 260 
Gcrmaine, Lord George, rises to 

give his opinion on the Ainericaii 
.. war, and answer some questions 

put to him . 21^ 
mentions all the promiS' 

ing circumstances of the war 22] 
replies to Col. Barie tii 



Gough, Sir Henry, opposes theBii; 

mingham play-house bill iS[ 
GreuYille, Mr. opposes the propose 

augmentation to the civil list ii' 
insisted that 8qo»ooo1 

was a noble, ccxmpetcntj and ampt 

revenue ^ • V 



INDEX. 
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Griffin, Sir J. G. opposes Sir James 
Lowther's motion resptdling the 
two royal brothers 1 6 9 

Harris, Mr. rises in defence of the 
Birmingham play - house bill 142 

Hartley, Mr. D. solicits the attcn. 
tion of the House to the present 
state of the nation 1 99 

■ arraigns the condu6l of the 

prime minister 200 

i— ^ — agrees with the Speaker that 
we are labouring under burthens 
almost too heavy to be borne 201 

-*— calculates the American war 



mask to all nations to plunder us 

204 
reads a motion in the shape 



Johnston, Gov. declares his abhor- 
rence of the present mode of man- 
ning the navy by press warrants 



at twenty millions expence to this 

nation . 202 

— : — points out the. fatal effeds of 

our disputes with America 203 

the American war gives a 



of an address to the King 205 

.■■ asks a question relative to 

the gold coin - 2 1 B 

' speaks oil the cruelties of 

American slavery 263 

House, the, in a committee on import- 
ing lumber from the Baltic i 

Houghton, Sir Henry, opposes the 
German demands 1 5 8 

m . 1 considers it as a foreign 

tribute asked at a netessitous sea- 
sou . ib. 
as chairman of the Afri. 



258 



can committee, reports their re. 

solutions 
Howard, Sir George, rises to op 

posie complying with the German 

demands - ^ 160 

•.: r- opposes Sir jamei Low- 

ther's motion in behalif of the two 

royal brothers * - 169 

Jcnkinson, Mr. supports Lord North 
' on tHe opening of th^e budget i 9 1 
e^^ laments the necessity of 

tft^ war, "and the lost it was to 
•ttte'lUhi^ofti •** . 213 



opposes the proposed aug- 
mentation to the revenue of tne 
civil list - 108 
accuses administration of 



leaving every thing in darkness 
and obscurity - 109 

-what sum necessary to pur- 



chase a majority in the House 1 1 o 
-considers money as em- 



ployed to enlighten the under- 
standings of the members 1 1 1 

charges Mr. Rigby with 

indecency and scurrillity 1 2 4 
notices the enormous a- 



mount of secret service and the 
privy purse - i2z 
supports the motion in fa- 
vour of the two royal brothers 166 
rises in defence of the 



Speaker's condud against the at- 
tack of Mr. Rigby 17X 
- contends that tRe situation 



of this country is truly dreadful 
' considers Anfcrica as lost 



for e\Tr -. 192 
witty on the admission of 

strangers into the House 194. 
recapitulates the eminent 

services of Lord Pigot in the East 

Indies - 220 

— points out the intrigues of 

government in East- India affairs 

221 

animadverts on the scan- 



dalous means made use of to vilify 

Lord Pigot . 222 

moves six resolutions on 



the cohduA of Lord Pigot, &c. 22 j 
King, the, puts an end to the session, 

and is addressed by the Speaker 

263 
Larbche,SirJaihes,opposes admitting 

stratfgfers into the lobby 104, 



a7o 



INDEX. 



list of the Qiembers who voted 
against increasing the revenue of 
the civil list - 98 

— of those who voted on the same 
side, but not in the above list 1 25 

Lowther, Sir James, proposes an ^. 

meiidm^nt to the civil list bill 123 
" ' speaks in defence of the two 

royal Dukes - 124 

— makes a motion for the better 
provision for the Dukes of Glou. 
c€ster and Cumberland 163 

■ states the hardships of the 
two royal brothers 1 64 

»' on admitting strangers into 

. the gallery - 194 

Luttrell, Hon. Temple, moves to 
' bring in a bill for manning the na- 
vy in time of war i 

■ points out the fatal conse- 
quences of press-gangs 2 

■' expatiates on the unconstitu- 

tional license of the impress shame- 
fully abused at the town of Leices- 
ter, &c. - 3 

'■ mentions the hard fate of 

Robert Fosper and others 4 

■■ the alarming consequences of 

press-warrants to commerce 5 
shews that the French have a 



much better method of manning 
their fleets - 6 

— - — proves that our ships in ge- 
neral are not half manned 7 

states the advantages of his 

proposed bill « - 8 

gives the honour of invent. 



ine and arranging this plan to an 
old sea officer • 9. 

- perquisites to the board of ad- 



miraltyfor granting protedions 10 
• professional and commercial 



testimonies in favour of the plan 



II 



■ '■ ■ ' Mr.RIchardMaitland's opi- 

nion of the plan - 12 

■ ktter from sl gentleman of 
the committee of trade at Sonder- 

Isnd on the sume subject. 1 3 



Luttrell, Hon. Tert>p!e, his plajifdt. 
manning the navy, writings on, 
signed by numbers of masters of 
ships at Shields and Newcastle 



offers to produce witnesses 

in support of his plan 15 

states the hardships of the 



crew of the Glasgow man of war 

16 
makes his motion for leave 

to bring in the bill . ib. 

replies to Mr. BuUer 17 

— — rises in reply to Lord Mul^ 

grave . 22 
his motion rejefted on a di. 

vision . 23 
rises in defence of admitting 

strangers into the House 143 
severe upon administration 

144 

explains himfelf farther on 

the business of admitting strangers 

146 

disapproves of the mode of 

contrading the debts, and thq 
terms of the loan 210 

► speaks to the second petition 

from the African company 246 
- considers the African trade 



as a matter of the first importance 
to Great Britain - 24 j 

takes a concise view of the 



general state of our conmaerce to 
Africa - ib, 

traces its rise and progress 

248 
the ivory and gold trade 



much decreased of late years 249 
• censures the condud of the 



company's servants 250 

• proposes what be thinks had 



best be done in the next session 
of Parliament . '5' 

the trade of Senegambia iil 

a declining, state . tf\ 

' insists that the African trade 



catvcvoi ^o>iTu\L^tA«t ^Seist Na3«% «^ 



r N D EX* 



<7.» 



LttttreH, Hon. Temple, considers 
how far the present ministry have 
fulfilled or negle^ed their duty 

■ makes a motion for an address 
to his Majesty on African a^Tairs 

■■ rises again on the subjeft of 

the African trade 258 

— — supports Lord North in his 
motion relative thereto 261 

" ■ his charader of some of the 

African negroes 262 

■ moves for an address to his 



Majesty on African affairs 263 
Luttrell, Mr. James, exposes the Bir- 
mingham play-house bill 1 3^ 

■ is very severe on Mr. Yates 
the player 142 

Mack worth, Sir Herbert, speaks to 
Gov. Johnston's motion on East- 
India affairs . 225 

■ ■ disapproves of the condnft 
of Lord Pigot - 226 

Meredith, Sir William, opposes the 
admission of strangers into the 
House . 148 

■ makes tjirec motions rela- 
tive to the carrying of lumber to 

' the West India islands 149 
replies to Lord North in 

tu{^rt of his mtoti^ns ib. 

-" speaks to*the bill for the 

preservation of the dock.yards, 

Sec. • • ' ns 

■ ■ doubts whether hanging 

ever did, or can, answer any good 
puipose • 176 

^- insists that good policy 

will do what the fear of hanging 
cannot • ijy 

crimes are ofteti made 



capital which scarce deserve 
whipping . . 178 

relates a singular hard 



case of a young woman who was 

hanged • ib. 

—— — *- quotes ihfi Mosaic law, 1 79 



Meredith, Sir William, refers to the 
laws of the Great Alfred 180 

•^ — Juries should only judge 

of the fadl by the intention 1 8 1 

speaks in justification of 

the African committee z6t 

Message from the King presented 
by Lord North - iig 

Motion of the Hon. T. Luttrell, for 
leave to bring in a bill for the more 
easy manning of the royal navy 

16 

rejedled on a division 23 

■ ■ for the admission of strangers 

into the House . 143 

■ rejected on a division 149 
of Sir James Lowther for a 

better provision for the Dukes of 
Gloucester and Cumberland 163 
— — Hrejedled on a division 16S 
made by Mr. Fox in justifica- 
tion of the Speaker 1 70 
> carried without a division 175 
Mulgrave, Lord, speaks to Mr. Lut- 
trell 's motion against manning 
the fleet by press^warrants iS 

■ declares his intention to 
oppose the motion . 19 

—considers the present mode 

of manning the navy as wisely 
plaiuied . 20 

-asserts that our fleets can- 



not be supplied with hands by any 
other means - ib. 

insists that the intended 



'plan must be impra^cable,&c. 21 
supports the mode of con. 

tracing adopted by the navy 2 19 
Museum, British,petitions the House 

for further assistance 126 

Nerth, Lord,delivers amessagefrom 

his Majesty, asking an addition 

to his civil list . 5^ 

— — . rises in defence of that busincst 

.• hopes that the civil list ex- 

pences will not in future exceed 
.906jQQ9lL. fcr annum* ^^ 



^7* 



INDEX* 



Korth^ "Loti, answers some parts of 
Lord John Cavendish's speech 67 

rises in reply to Mr. Wilkes 

and Mr* Byng . 81 

■ denies the accounts to be either 
defective, matilated, or imperfed 

82 

——further supports that assertion 

108 

■■ rises to justify himself of a 
charge brought against him by 
Mr. Sawbridge - 117 

— — denies having had any connec- 
tion with Dignam ib. 

— answers several questions put 
to him from dificrent parts of the 
House - - ii3 

•— supports the petition of the 
trustees of the British Museum 1 26 

■ opposes strangers being admit- 
ted into the House at any time 145 

* opposes two of Sir William 
Meredith's motions in the West- 
India, lumber bill • 149 

* rises to justify the German de- 
mands - 155 

oflfers to produce papers in sup- 
port of them - I c6 

•' ' answers an objeftion started by 
Mr. Burke . 157 

^ his speech on opening the 

budget - i8z 

^ — takes a viewof the present state 
of American affairs ib. 

«--— - asserts that our armies did as 
mudi as could be expected 183 

< ^states the difierent items grant. 

ed in the committee of supply 

184 

*— proposes a tax upon male ser- 
vants i 185 

»■ ■ - proposes an addition upon all 
deeds and paper writings signed 

186 

#- — a tax on wrought or manufac- 
tured glass imported ib. 

«— — upon e&tates, houses and goods, 
sold by poUie aaftion 1^7 



North, Lord, hiving gOrte thfougfc 
the supplies, &c. proceeds to state 

' the ways and means 188 

■ is rattier loose and general than 

pointed or explicit on the state of 

the nation - r89 

— rises to answer Messrs. Fox 
and Burke - 19a. 

answers Mr.Rashleigh's ques- 
tion - . 207 

— — boasts having paid off amillion 
of the navy debt 108 

replies to the remarks of Mr. 

Dempster - 209 

• rises to answer Col. Barrc,with 

respeft to the contra A business 2 1 1 

— delivers a message from the 
King . . .217 

replies to Mr. Hartley's ques- 
tion relative to the gold coin 2 1 8 
— . — represents the Nabob as a poor, 
needy, miserable, in.treateo, de- 
pendent prince - 232 

rises in support of the servants 

tax bill - -242 

— — wishes to drop the affairs of 
the African company till the next 
session .^ . 2^9 

—^— mores an address to the King 
in support of the African company 

260 

Ongley, Lord, rises in opposition to 
the Speaker's address to his Ma* 
jesty - . 173 

Palliser, Sir Hugh, replies to Mr. 
Luttrell, on a question relative tt> 
the manning of the navy 18 

Petition from the trustees of tlie Bri- 
tish Museum . i^K 

of the company of nletchants 

trading to Africa ^ 435 

■ ■ ' ^ ■ another frofti the wwe com. 
pany - . ' •t4j 

Pownall,Gov. rises in siir»«#t6f the 



augmentat'ion to the civil lisfll^s 
.Frpss^g^ngs, their fatal eonseipieticel 
pointed out by the Hoh. Trtiiplf 



INDEX. 
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tUshleigh, Mr. reprobates the 
, tax apon sales by au^ion 207 

Resolutions in a committee of 
supply 98 

relative to paying the 

debts of tke civil listi and in- 
creasing the income therof 
123 

-i — ^ of the committee of ways 
andnieans 125 

in the committee of sup- 
ply IJ2 

foi" grantmg to his Ma- 
jesty one million to defray 
extraordinary expences 218 

■'. • ■ of the African committee 
258" 

Rice, Mr. rises in support of 

• the prbpt)sed augmentation <A 
the civil list 8^ 

Rigby> Mr. very violently at- 
tacks the opposersof the civil 
list augmentation 120 

■ ■. attacks Gov,* Johnstone, 

ib. 

-* — ^ and reflefts on the East 
India company 121 

^ opposes the admission of 

strangers into the House 147 

strenuously .opposes the 

motion in behalf of the two 
royal brothers 166 

-» arraigns the condud of 

the Speaker with great acri* 
mony ^ ib. 

attempts to justify his 

right to do so 169 

* ■■■ adheres to his principles, 
but moves fbr an adjourn- 
ment 172 

^— withdraws his motion for 
an adjournment 17 j 

^ ■■ -' makeis atonement to the 
present Speaker^ and. adverts 
to the conduct of the late 194. 

Rous, Mr. opposes the Birming- 
ham play. house bill 141 
Vol. VI. 



Rous, Mr. seconds Gov. John, 
stone's motions on£ast India 
affairs 223 

— ^ the difef^ors considered 
as cyphers when they differ 
from administration ib* 

■ * " ■ supports the condu«5l of 

Lord Pigot in the East Indies 

224 

Savilej Sir George, ris^s in die- 
fence of Mr. Lutfrell's ttio- 
tion for a bill for 'the better 
manning of the navy 22 

'" supports the Speaker's 

add-ress to the Ktilg on the 
civil list augmentation 173 

— ; — ^ Saw bridge,^ Alderman, 
rises to account for the de- 
ficiency in the divil list ii^* 
■ occasions a warm and con- 
fused altercation in the House 
ib.- 

resumes his speech, and 

repeats the offending words 
116 

-*- — accuses LfOrd North of 
conspiring with Dignam 1 1 7 

makes his annual motion 

for shortening the duration 
of Parliaments 15 r 

supports the Speaker 

against the attacks of Mr. 
Rigby ^ 173- 

Speaker of the House, his con- 
dud arraigned with great 
acrimony by Mr. Rigby 166 

rises to justify himself 

against the aspersions of Mr. 
Rigby ^ i6^ 

resolves to quit the chair 

if he does not give satisfac. 
tion to the House 170, 171 

receives the thanks of the 

House 17^ 

. appeals to the House on the 

admission of s tra Agers 193 

T Speaker 



«74 



INDEX. 



Speaker a<ldreS9€ft His Majesty 
on thj! close of the session 263 

- — — his speech on prie^enting 
to his Majesty the Bill for . 
the augmentation of the civil 
. list, &c. 152 

^ receives the thanks of the 

House flox the same ib. 

Stanley, Mr. rises to justify 
himself as coflFelrer of the 
household loS 

Substance of the return of the 
board of trade on African 
affairs 256 

Townshend>Ri|;htHon.T. rises 
in suppcfrt of Mr. Luttrell's 
motion against press. war- 
rants 23 

— expresses his $urprize at 
the novelty of Mr. Adam's 

. argmnents 88 

i* .^ is apprehensive of the irt- 
: preasing influence of the 

Crown . ib. 

m — r- overturns an assertion 

mad^ by Mr. Riee 89 

-^y:-.prt>ceed& to consider the- 

motion itself as made by Lord 

J. Cavendish ib. 

-7 observes the, increase of 

seizures of uncustomed goods 

— in the Duke of Newcas- 
tle's time the payments of 

r the civil list never six week^ 

. in atreatfs ^ ^ 91 

^— pensions^: annuities^ and 

secret sefuviee money greatly 

increased- 9^2; 

statc£( that account 93 

» ■ recommends, to the nftni- 
»ter a redui6tion of expchccs 
ib. 
> ■■' observes that the public 
burthens were every day ri- 
gidly increasing 24. 
^' opposes the Birmingham 
j>Ja/»bouse bill 13> 



Townslieridj Right Hon. T. 
states several ill consequences 
that would attend it 140 
■ i ' considers the German ac- 
counts as made up most ini. 
quitously 1 55 

— ■ and as the most extraor- 
dinary request that ever was 
made -156 

*— • considers Mr. Bishop's 
accdunts as of no consequence 
to the point in debate 161 
— — the duty of the House to 
watch the minister in the 
disposal of the public money 
219 
— rises in defence of the 
condu^ of Lord Pigot 226 

severe on the Nabob> the 

company's servants at, and 
the influence of the ministry 
over them 227 

— — is glad to find country 
gentlemen begin to be sensi- 
ble of the fatal effeds of th^ 
American war 242? 

Treaty between his Majesty 
and the Margrave of An- 
spach 44 

Vyner, Mr. speaks to the 
American war 24.1 

* ■ ■ ■ speaks in defence of the 
servants tax bill 242 

- ■ rises to speak to the peti- 
tion of tlK African company 

Wedderbume^ Mr. wishes the 
dispute between- the S|>eaker 
and Mr. Rigby to pass over 

:. without a division 174 

WMtwwth, Sir Cha'ilcs, brings 
ap the resolutions of the 
committee of supplies 199 

Wilkes,. Mr. rises to speak to 
the rines$ajg;e from the King 
for ail augmentation of tl^ 
civil list 67 



M^^^^\, 



%. J^. 4 n ^' 



1$#)jpeSs M|r« aue^ that he ba) 

: Wi9eirs4. . . \mn^. . . bu; . no 

;.i^vdars from th^ crown ^7 

%!^^e cxpencqs of the ciill 

ti«t ia §ojii^ years of th^ I^te 

^r-^ con§|4>9rs it as cjriieltjt la. 
cni54yQi«.t9 Joe?^ the p^plf? 

*-*-i thinks that we bu|;ht to 
look back to what tormel^ 
princes and parliaments have 
done ib« 

fa- * * ■ considers the state of the 
civil list in the reigns of King 
William and Q. Anne 70 

— George ll. had a very- 
numerous family as well as 
George III. 71 

^■- ' ' condemns the unsatisfac^i 
tory accounts laid before the 
House 72 

• ' ■ alludes to a remarkabk 
article under the head of se.a. 
cret and special, services ib« 

#— -» some alfticles of the reve- 
nue of the crown omitted in 
the account 73 

•■■ ■ ■■ wishes to know in what 
manner the King's debts have 
been contradled 74 

" ■ ■ '■ laments the situation of 
the Dukes of Gloucester and 
Cumberland jb* 

^ — - asserts that inward c6n 
ruption is the canker which 
gnaws the vitals of Parlla- 



75 

re- 
in 

.76 



roent 

- takes notice of a 
markable circumstance 
the Preston eledlion 

looks oil the pension 

list as a great grievance ib« 

the Dodors Johnson 

and Shebbeare a disgrace to 
the civil list 77 

"^-^ Mr« Hume pensioned 



m 

fbi;.ajt.t?^n^-»eligio0y anc^ 
t)x^^\^j[pi fpsweripg him 

'...■.. 77 

)yilkcs,.]ifc'^thfi ejqpi^ces of the 

Erenoh King's h9tiseholdn;a. 

naged;- ^fji^ prudei^cg and 

justice. ; . * . 1^ 

P^-— cipii^p^w tiie tiQi\x\\^^m 

r"' ! Kj rises in support of the 
petition from the trustees of 
the British Museum 127 

wishes a public library 



were established at the Mu- 
seum 12$ 

-^ his chara^r of King 

William as a man of taste 129 

-^- i ignoranccj stupidity, 

and superstition^ enemies to 
the polite arts t^o 

makes his annual mo* 



tion respeding the Middle^ 
sex eleftiort 131 

--* insists that the right of 



representation is taken away 
132 
considers the case of 



Messrs* Sykes and Rumbold 

133 

'■ ■•• ■ "" the cause of his first 
expulsion i^^ 

asserts that the elec«. 



tive rights of the nation lie 
at the mercy of the crown 135 
rises in suppojft of the 



fiirmingham play-house bill 

HI 

- — ^ — ^ seconds Mr* T. Lut- 



trell's motion fot admitting 
strangers into the House 145 

- supports the motion in 

favour of the two royai 
brothers 168 

Worabvi^l, Mr. defends the 
condud ;of the East India 
court iof jffoprietors 227 
T 1 Wombwell, 



ijS 



i N E D it. 



Wcf^hwell, Mr. considers ^the 
^ afiairs of the company as in 
'■ a prosperous condition 228 

-^ moves for sobje particu- 

■ lar papers to be read '230 

.*— : replies toMr. Borke ib. 

Yate^'js, Mr.charafterandcon. 
\ daft censured and defended,' 
''•in the debatesf'on the Bir- 
^jBiingham play. hous^ bill 136 
• '" ' ■ '.""" .ro"i4'2~ 



Yonge, Sir George, suf^po^ 
Mr. Luttrell's motion against 
press-warrants tS 

" ' rises in defence of die 
Speaker against the aspersion 
ofMr. Rigby 174 

supports Lord North't 



Opinion g£ the seYaats tax -bill 
242 
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THIS session was opened with a speech by the King» on 
the 31st of OStpber, 1776; which speech being al- 
ready printed with the debates oF the House of Commons of 
this session, \t would be improper to repeat it. 

The address was moved oy the 5arl of Carlisle^ who said, 
that he rose with great reluflance, knowing his own incap^* 
city either to take the }ead on so important an occasion, the most 
so this country ever before experienced, or to pay that just tri* 
bute of thanks due to the gracious speech from the throne ; a 
speech, he would venture to affirm, replete with the strongest 
marks of sound policy, royal wisdom, and paternal tender- 
ness, for the prosperity, happiness, and freedom, of all his 
subje£ls. His lordship observed, that the nation had beeix 
brought into its present critical and dangprons situation by 
the arts of designing, ambitious men ; and he could not, while 
he lamented the influence the leaders in America bad over 
(their deluded infatuated brethren, help remarking, that the 
present daring and open hostilities commenced, abetted, and 
avowed, which preceded their declaration of independency, 
would never ha vp .happened, if that disobedient, traiterdus 
spirit had not been fomented, nourished, and strengthened 
by a set of mej) in tliis country, who, deserting its interests, 
shamefully sacrificed them to their personal views of fa£lion 
and ambition. He said, the ground taken on this occasion, 
became dangerous in proponion to its plausibility ;. for it was, 
indeed, hardly conceivable, that tlic people of Ameiica, 

^ T 4, ^"^^^ 
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wjio owed so many obligations to the parent state, who were 
at once bound to it by every tie of gratitude and interest, 
and every bond of union which nature and afFcflion could 
render sacred, would ever break and cancel them all, with- 
out any real provocation : bu): the event has proved the con- 
trary ; and as the noble lords on the other side the House 
founded thpir opposition on the jdea, that America never did 
aim at independency,' he trusted now that the question had 
totally altered its nature ; the consequence of such alteration 
would be an unanimity as complete, as he was assured it 
>vould be decisive in restoring peace to this distrafted and 
divided empirji. 

His lordship commented on several parts of the speech 
from the throne, particul^irly on the zeal and bravery of the 
King's troops, the recovery of Canada, and the late success 
on Long Island. He spoke with warmth upon the insolence 
of the rebels (as he called them) in refusing treat with the 
commisioners appointed by his Majesty. He bestowed se- 
yeral harsh expressions on the condudt and behaviour of the 
pongress ; spoke of the necessity of vigorously exerting our- 
selves in the course of the ensuing campaign, in order to re- 
pair the repeated injuries, and to heal the wounds the consti- 
tution and interests of this country h^ve received from its base 
;and unnatural children j and concluded with assuring their 
lordships, that he did not entertain a single doubt but that 
ample reparation would, be obtained, and that the whole would 
Jn the end ferraiqate to the p^utual happiness and advantage of 
J)oth coui)tri(e?. His lordship then moved the address in the 
Vism] form. 

Earl Fqucanberg seconded the motion. His lordship ob- 
served, that the question between Great Britain and Ame- 
rica \yas changed ; the original one, relative to taxation, 
tio longer existing. The alternative was now, whether we 
ishpijl^ for ever relinquish America, and submit to the con- 
sequences which must inevitably epsue from our giving pp 
all futurp preten^iorjs tp ^ superiority over, that copntry ; or, 
considijring tl).e gre?^ and important stake for which we ^re 
contending, make one vigorous effort to bring its deluded in- 
habitants back to ^ propep sense qf theif duty ? He ^Yas for 
the latter. 

Thp IVfarquis of RoQkingh^cim cpi^demned, in very i^tropg 
terms, the contents of the speech, wjiich he treated ^^ {he 
speech of the minister. He remarkeiJ on the foUovvif^g pas-r 
sage in the sgeech ; f< No people ever enjoy e$} grcatgr^ hap- 
piness, 
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pinessy or lived under a milder government, than those now 
j-evolted provinces ; the improvements in every art of which 
jhey boast, declared it; their number, their wealth, their 
Strength by sea and land, which they think sufiicient to make 
head against the whole power of the mother-country, are ir-^ 
refragable proofs of it." This passage, his lordship con- 
tended, was a virtual censure of the present administration, 
?ind pointed out the impolicy of forcing such a people into 
rebellion. It proved, beyond question, the great advantages 
pfa mild government, and the evils resulting from a cruel 
and oppressive one. He presumed, that niinisters would 
hardly pretend to say, that it was the present system of mea- 
sures, under which tnis people throve, and rose lo that pitch 
of opulence and strength, they themselves had given so lively 
and apt a description of ; it it was not^ but that it <jvidently 
impeded, instead of augmenting this state of domestic prospe- 
rity, it followed of course, that America owed its greatness to 
a system of mild government; and that a direft deviation, or 
jptal abandonment of that system, was what gave occasion to 
the present cruel gnd unnatural civil war. He said, what- 
ever colour might be now given to the present state of af- 
fairs, taxation was the original cause ; and he still continued 
to think, as he had always declared himself, that the only 
?ure constitutional taxes which could, or ought to be drawn 
f;-oiT? the colonies, would be the monopoly of their trade, 
and the other great advantages drawn from their constitu- 
tional dependency and connexion with the parent-state ; and 
jhough the right were clearly on our side, nay, even that 
there were some degree of necessity for exercising it, yet 
when the real disposition of the people came to be known, 
their resources, strength, and numbers, came to be revealed, . 
and the enormous expence of prosecuting such an expensive 
'war, at so great a distance, was properly considered ; motives 
of expediency^ in the first instance, and considerations of the 
possible impradbicability of such an attempt, united, would 
mduce hira for one, to consent to any reasonable terms of ac- 
commodation. What (says his lordship) do ministers tell 
us this day ? They come forward, and, tlurough the medium 
pf the speech, \yrite a panegyric on their own conduiSl. I 
will put the vyhole of their defence on this short issue, with- 
out entering into particulars : I will leave the decision with 
themselves. 1 ask them, in the whole course of their exten- 
sive reading, knowledge, experience, or to the utmost stretch 
gf their belief, whetlier they ever heard, or can novy be per- 
' ' • suaded 
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•fuaded to think, that a whole people, so numerous, and liv- 
^g under so many different forms of government, though 
inembers of the same political body, ever unanimously conr 
federated to join in a revolt, under a mild, wise, and equit* 
able administration of public affairs relative to America?" 
His loFdship besides arraigned the principle on which tli6 
measures have been all along condufbed ^nd supported, that 
bf unconditional submission. He said, the ide;^ was abhoN 
'^Fent'to the subjefts of this free government ; thjit Englisktnen^ 
whatever their local situation may be, know no obedience to 
any thing but the laws ; and that wheijt thp protedion pf the 
laws was taken away in sever;!iil instances, particularly by the 
capture a6^, wl^^n they were declared opep enemif^^ and put 
jbut of the King's peace, it was impossibly for diem to do 
.otherwise than they did. If they di^larea themselves inde- 
pendent, it was long after they were declared enemies ; and 
for his part, he could not possibly see what degree of obedience 
was due^ where public protedtion was openly withdraum. 

His lordship then moved an amendment, the same amendr 
ment which Lord John Cavendish moved in the House of 
Commons. (See the Commons Debates of this session^ tage 8.) 

The Duke of Manchester drew a parallel between the pre- 
sent state of the British empire, and that of antient Rome in 
Its decline. He observed, in one, as tlie other, the meris 
forms of the constitufion were preserved long after every ef- 
fort of despotism and arbitrary power were felt in their fullest 
extent, imperial Rome oppressed he^- provinces and depen- 
dencies, like Britain ; her subjects bowed under the yoke of 
the most insupportable oppression, like that endeavoured tQ 
be inflidted on our colonists ; and he did not hesitate to fore- 
tell, that as in one instance the distant subjefts of that proud, 
overbearing mistress of the universe, by the injustice and se- 
verity of her government, forced her provinces to resist hpr 
lawless power; so in the other, this country had aliefiated the 
obedience and affcdtion of her American subjedls, which 
would bring on ^.dismemberment of the empire, and would 
pi-obably terminate in a total dissolution of this government. 

His grace remarked on that passage in the speech (the, 
whole of which he imputed to the minister) relative to assUf 
ranees of amity, said to be received from the several court« 
of Europe, in a very pointed manner. He said, it contained 
the most improbable information that could be well conceived, 
■ unless we supposed, that the framers of the speech, and those 
who advised the present ' naval armaments, thought difFev 
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Tently on the same day, or were not the same persons ; ibt 
if assurances were given, and that they were lo be depended 
on, why have recourse to that mode of mannhig our navy, 
p, press, which was known to he fraught with so many hard- 
ships and inconveniencies, and which should never be resorted 
to, but in seasons of difficulty and danger ? If, on the other 
hand, those assurances of amity were not to be relied on, why- 
deceive the public and Parliament 1n so gross and flagrant a 
manner? Why delude thtm into a dangerous repose? Why 
tell them, on the eve of a rupture, that we were in a state of 
perfc6t tranquillity ? fiut his grace insisted, that we ought 
not, in the present situation of affairs, to trust either to as- 
surances, however strong, or reasons, however plausible, whea 
faSs were so evidently against them. He had, he said, the 
most undoubted information, that whatever those assurances 
might be, they ought not to be relied on ; a matter having 
come to his own knowledge, or at least it came So well au- 
thenticated, that he was perfe6Hy satisfied of its being indis- 
putably true. He should just mention it for the present, 
■presuming Jf it were false it would be contradifted, in which 
case he should quote his authority ; if it were hot, then it 
would remain at least a sti'ong circumstantial contradidlion 
to that part of the address. The faft was, that a gentleman, 
cHi whose veracity be could depend, assui*ed him, that he had 
been at Havre de Grace some short time, where he saw 
a vessel publicly loading with fire-arms and other military 
stores, for the use of the provincials. If, in the language of 
the speech, the Americans were to be esteemed rebels, and if 
rebels in arms were to be looked upon as open enemies, the 
fadt new alluded to was an irrefragable proof, that France, 
at least at present, was in the first stage of open enmity ^ith 
Great Britain. 

His grace then contradifted the substantial irtformation of 
the speech on another ground. He said, that it w^s now no 
secret, that a fleet had lately sailed from Cadiz, with a con- 
aiderable body of land forces on board. This armament mtist 
be destined to carry on hostilities against us in some part of 
7he v?'estcrn world, or for South America, to be employed 
against the Portuguese. Supposing the former not to be the 
pase; rio donbt could be entertained of tlie latter, which 
jcai?ic exaftly to the same point ; because, if Portugal v^rere 
attacked, Britain must consequently be involved in a war, 
pnless we broke our engagements with Portugal, and sacri- 
^ped pur xjearcst interests to the blind rage of -making^a ton- 
quest 
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quest of our felIow-subje6ls in America. We were bound by 
ireaty, he insisted, to support and defend Portugal ; our jij- 
tcrests, as well as solemn engagement, compelled us to it. 
Tb^diflFerence was therefore very little, whether France or 
Spain broke with us openly, or in this round about, indireil 
manner, the consequences would be the same ; we should in 
|he end find ourselves engaged in a war with the united force 
of the House of Bourbon. Portugal had already given us 
the highest instance in their power of their friendship ; they 
had forbid the provincials from entering their ports. Had 
France or Spain done so ? The contrary was notorious. If 
then, taking the question in either light, as an attack of 
Spain pn our ally, or the open encouragement given to our 
sobjefb now in arms against us, he wished to know from ad- 
ministration, what requisitions had been made on our part, to 
hring the coyrts of Ver^illes and Madrid to an explanation 
on those very important points ; wh^t was tlie eflFeft of those 
requisitions^ and \yhat we had now finally, at $0 critical a 
pciiod, to depeivj Qn ? His g^age concluded by obs.ervii)g, that 
no reliance was to be had at any lime on the pacific assui'anqes 
of those courts, n>uch l^ess when their condu<^ contraditSsd them; 
that therefore a tame acquiescence in whatever measures they 
might think proper to acjppt, or an immediate war with 
|lK)se powers, was inevitable, which, considering the present 
dii>tra£ied and almost exhausted state of this country, thrieaten- 
ed no less than its total ruin. He hacj foreseen this fropa 
the beginning \ he had often foretojd it. He was in future 
determined to lament it in silence, as alj furt}ie|r efiR>rts, he 
perceived, would be in vain : ho>vever, a$ the last attempt, 
he very readily joined in the amendment moved by his no^le 
friend [t/ie Marquis of Rockingham], T))e speech was no 
more than a recommendation of the same ruipous systeni of 
measures, which had brought us into our present pe^ilpus and 
tremendous situation ; if the amendm.ent was agreed tQ,.it 
would give the House time to consider and devise some fpeans 
of averting the innumerable dangers with which we were now 
surrounded ; the first salutary and efiedlual step to which 
would, in his opinion, be the appointing a committee to in- 
quire into the state of the nation, in order to discover the 
source of our present calamities, and to devise remedies the 
best suited to their cure and removal. 

Lord Cardiff [Lord Mountstuart] declared the colonists 
to be exceedingly ungrateful. He said, from their first 
emigration from this country, and settlement in Am^rjca, 

they 
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they had manifested a most disloyal and republican spirif ; » 
in proportion to the favours we had heaped upon them, the 
proteflion we had afForded, the encouragement we had given 
thfcm in free ports, bounties and premiums, and the blood 
and treasure we had spilt and lavished in their service, they 
had been disobedient, turbulent, and ungrateful ; that our 
strength and finances had been wasted in defending and co- 
vering them from a dangerous and superior enemy during 
the late war, to a degree, he feared, that would not shortly, 
if ever, be recovered : and now the return we met with was, 
to be involved in a bloody, expensive contest, on the issue of 
which the dearest interests of this country were staked, per- 
haps its very existence as a great commercial and maritime ' 
power. He trusted, however, such being the provocations 
on our part, and such the unpar:^lleled baseness on theirs, that 
the spirit of the British nation wouldbe roused, so as to take 
the necessary measures for their efFedlual chastisement. He 
could, not, he said, agree with the amendment proposed 'by 
the noble marquis, for many cogent reasons ; hut for none 
more, than that it brought matters ' forward, which at least 
for the present formed no part of the question. If mi- 
nisters had neglefited their duty; if they Suffered them- 
selves to be deceived ; if they misled Parliament ; those- 
might be all proper objefts of inquiry at a suitable and con- 
venient season. That was not the sbbjedl of the present ad- 
diress; the only matter now under discussion, or worthy of 
debate, was, what is the present state and condition 'of bur 
colonies? What ar^ the resolution and final determiniatioh of 
our subjeSs in America ? Have ihey not declared themselves 
an independent state? Are not they fn arms in support of 
that independency? Have not they pulled off the miasfc^^ 
and avowed themselves open enemies? The question of tax- 
ation alluded to by the noble marquis, is now totally lost, 
or buried in an obstinate and loud appeal to arms. Tliey nij 
longer think it necessary to coiiceai their real sentiments;' 
tbey liave put us to defiance, and the event must hievitably" 
bt the full assertion of our legislative authority over them, or 
Strbmrtting • to for ever rfclinquish it. Should the latter be 
the case, then farewell to the itnportance of this country. — 
The stkte of Europe, he observed, had undergone an almiost 
total change, since the first establishment of thdse colo- 
iries. Several considerable acquisitions of territory had beea 
made by the great states, who may be supposed t()i>e ilie ri-' 
yals of our power and greatness. The wealth and additional! 
' ^ . : ' strength 
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strength which we have hitherto derived from our colonies^ 
have enabled us to retain our consequence and superiority in 
the grand European system* What then would be the pro- 
bable efFeS, merely on consideration of self-preservation, but 
that, stripped of so am}/le a support, we should dwindle so, 
as, in the hist instance, to lose our importance in that S3rs-« 
tem, and, in the end, to become a province of the first am* 
bitious power who might think proper to attack us ? FqX 
instance ; France, our natural rival and enemy» is a vast ex- 
tensive opulent country, full of inhabitants fertile in soil, 
rich in native produce, and rendered more so by the in-^ 
dustry of its people ; it is compact in itself, its strength is 
easily colledled ; how then can it be expelled, that Great 
Britain and Ireland, inferior in every respeft, and divided 
and broken by seas, could withstand so formidable a power, 
if those sources of wealth and strength derived from our co* 
lonies were to be cut off? which must be the case, should 
we tamely permit America to remain independent. 

This, his lordsliip presumed, was the tru^ point on whldi 
the deliberations of this day would turn ; it fairly included 
this short question, whether, by foregoing our superioiicy 
over America, we were at the same time willing to take such 
a resolution with all the consequences now described, which 
he contended must folbw ? He said, besides this grand* this 
leading inducement to a vigorous exertion of our wholfr 
strength, there were many collateral circumstances, which 
gave him 'hopes, that the general impressions of despondency, 
attempted to be made by the noble marquis and the noble 
duke who spoke last, were ill founded; and were neither sup* 
ported by fo6l or probability. He said, the deluded people of 
America had been inflamed, misled, and hurried on by their 
leaders ; that the late success of his Majesty's forces on Long 
Island, and the events which might reasonably be expe£tea 
in consequence of that success, gave the most rational groufid 
to expedE, that his Majesty's subjects in America would 
recollect themselves, and return to their duty ; apd such of 
tliem as all along retained their loyalty^ be emancipatul 
from the croel oppressions they had sustained for their at* 
tachment to the mother country ; which would creatje sucH 
an additional strength, as not only to rescue the province of 
New York from under the .dominion of its merciless oppre&* 
^rs, but likewise to esublisha civil government in that pro- 
vince, and from thence extend, by its influence and exanv* 
pie, the blessings of peace, law, and liberty,, to its sev©^ 
neighbouring colonies ; which wouldin time, he hoped, by 

that 
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that means be communicated to the whol^ Continent. Hrf 
5aid he felt as strongly as any lord in the House, for the 
rtilseries of war ; he always thought it should be the last re- 
source ; yet, while he lamented its ravages, it was a consola- 
tion to him, that its temporary efFetSls might be produflive 
bf a restoration of government ; since nothing else was capa- 
ble of bringing back the people to their duty : one part, he 
trusted, would return from motives of loyalty and inclina- 
tion ; the other, from finding they had no protedlion, but 
What might be derived from a restoration of peace, and a 
submission to the constitutional supremacy of the parent- 
state. He was every way satisfied, that this would be tht 
€vent of the ensuing campaign, if determined on with unani^ 
mity here^ and carried on with vigour there. He did not, 
however, according to the language of the amendment, cx- 
pe£^, much less wish, that the people of America should 
yield to an abjeS or servile submission. It was not, he dared 
to say, the wish of administration, nor of any noble lord in 
that House. It was, however, now become indispensably 
necessary to the interests, nay^ to the very existence of the 
British empire, ttiat the supremacy of this legislature should 
be maintained and asserted in its full extent: when that 
pofnt was once fully established, he doubted not but the peo- 
ple of America would receive every satisfaftion and securitjr 
for every just grievance they may have frit, and every right 
fhey may be entitled to enjoy, as British subjedls., F'ully con- 
vinced of the justice of the cause, and of the propriety of thft 
measures recon^merided in the speech, he must, he said, differ 
from the amendment proposed, and give an affirmative to the 
address now moved. 

I'he Earl of Derby spoke warmly in favour of the speedy 
Mid against America, which, he said, had entered into the most 
horrid and unprovoked rebellion ever known in the annals of 
this or any other country. He insisted, that they had aa 
equitable, as well as a legal right, to contribute towards die na*- 
tional burden incurred during the late war on their accouiit. 
First, on the constitutional right the parent-stalte had to re- 
gulate, control, and give law to all its dependencies ; whic^ 
inherent right especially jncluded the power of taxatioti. 
fccondly, because one half of the public debt We now labout 
tinder, was incurred in defending and proteAing thfem. Hfe 
complimented such of bis noble auditory tis arways looked 
tipon the disobedience and resistance made to the hws enafled 
in support of the exercise of our constitutional superiority 
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ovei* America, as a strong indication. If not a substantial 
avowal, of their intended independency. He observed, thai 
such being the fadl^ now no longer lo be controverted, he 
was astonished that any noble lord, who declared himself a 
friend to Britain, could possibly hesitate about agreeing with 
the address, as the measures it was meant to sandlify were 
the only means to save the British empire from certain ruin 
and destru£lion. His lordship hmeuted the fa6lious spirit, 
both here and in America, which had been the cause of the 
present melancholy state of public affairs ; and hoped, as the 
only means of reparation left, that those who had unhappily fo- 
mented the present disturbances ; that those who had by the 
strongest leiterated assurances pledged themselves to the na-* 
tion, that America only wished for a constitutional depen^ 
dency, not to deny or throw off the supreme legislative power 
of the Parliament of Great Britain, would now candidly con- 
fess their error, and piove themselves only mistaken, not in- 
tentionally wrong. 

The Earl oi Radnor made, several observations on the sen* 
timents delivered by the last noble lord but one [Lord Car-^ 
diff.] He said, that he could not aeree with the proposed 
address, or amendment, neither of them coming up to his 
ideas. The noble lord [Lord Cardiff] asserted, that the 
people of America were tainted with principles of republica- 
nism in general, and had always shewed a spirit of disobe-* 
dience. He denied that either of those assertions were 
stri£Hy just. The charge of republicanism was never even 
attempted to be made against any but the northern colonies, 
and there, he believed, with great injustice ; and the charge 
of disobedience was still worse founded ; for he believed, if 
the history of the colonics was impartially considered, and 
fairly decided on, from their first establishment, it would 
be found, that no subjedls had ever exhibited stronger proofs 
of their duty, attachment, obedience, and affe£lion for the 
parent-state. If, indeed, the same spirit which compelled 
the first settlers to fly from the ecclesiastical and civil perse- 
cution and oppression of a tyrant, was a spirit of republica- 
nism, he trusted tliat spirit would never be extinft, either 
there or here ; for if it should, then despotism would tri- 
umph, and nothing would be left for the prince on the 
throne, but to possess himself of the liberties of the people 
thus deserted and surrendered. He repeated his disapproba- 
tion of the address and amendment ; and said he should 0OC 
vote for either. 

The 
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The.Dulic of Richmond arraigned the condu£t of admini- 
stration^ in relation to the affairs of America ; and described 
what he called the tremendous and awful situation this great 
Qflipire was reduced to ; the whole of wliich he attributed to 
a wtmt of wisdom in ministers, as well as a want of virtue 
ip parliament. His grace mentioned the several measures 
adapted by the King's servants against that country, and re- 
minded their lordships, that the conseauences from the 
beginning to the very close of the last session, were exadlly, 
naVy almost literally, foretold by those who disapproved of 
them ; that there was something very remarkable, however, 
in this combination of cause and eflFe<ft ; for whj^le opposition 
predidled the probable operation those coercive laws would 
produce, they did not negleft to remind ministers, that they 
supposed those laws were expressljr enadtcd for that purpose ; 
if sp, though such a conduft might well serve to impeach 
the justice of the measures, it proved in some degree, that 
they were not so much the efFedl of ignorance as design, 
America had the alternative to submit, or to abide the event 
of resistance ; the several oppressive laws spoke that language ; 
and as America refused to accede to terms of unconditional sub* 
mission, she was of course compelled to declare herself inde- 
pendent. In that point of view, ministers had been successful, 
and gained what they secretly wished for, though they did not 
dare to openly avow it 5 they put all on the issue of a trial of 
Strength between the parties, in w^hieh struggle they flatter 
themselves they shall prevail* Such, certainly, was the ex- 
press intention of the capture a6t ; nodiing less could be ex- 
pelled : this Jaw was passed in order to put the colonies to 
the test ; it was meant, to produce submission or indepen- 
dency ; the former, in that stage of controversy, was not 
expefled; independency was looked for; and ministers, in 
one instance at least, were not disappointed. To prove the 
truth of what he now asserted, he gave a short history of the 
capture aft; he shewed,, that the Kino's speech, on the 
opening of the preceding session, promised that commissioners 
Jiould be sent out to treat with the Aiiiericans ; that when 
this promise came to be fulfilled by ministers, the farce was 
fitill kept up in the capture a(^, though nothing more than a 
bare power to receive submissions, ^nd grant pardons, was 
expressed : yet trifling, absurd, and insiduous, as this muse 
appear, ministers were resolved, that no good consequence 
diould arise ; for though the royal word was pledged in Oc- 
4ober, »nd thj: law was passed the nesfit mouthy no attempt 
^ ToL-VI. U wa8 
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was ixlBde to fulfil it on the part of administration for fiiU'sc- 
ven months after. This brought strortglv into his mind a- 
passage in a tnodern writer [Mr. Giibonj who has written 
on the causes of the decline of the Roman empire : where,* 
speaking of the christians^ and the persecutions they 
suffered under some of the Roman emperors, he says, 
*' tliey were thus driven from the protedlion of the law."' 
His grace commented very pointedly on that passage in the 
King's speech, which says, " that his desire is to restore to 
them (the people of America) the blessings of law andli* 
berty, equally enjoyed by every British subjeft." This, he 
said, was a palpable fallacy; and could be only introduced 
into the speech by the minister, in order to mislead the peo- 
ple of this country, and to incense them against their fellow 
subjeds** in America ; and lie expressed his astonishment at 
the temerity of those who thus dared to put such a sentence 
in the mouth of their sovereign. It was absurd to the last 
degree ; it was known to be direSly repugnant to the express 
constitutional system of government established in this coun- 
try ; to that power of commercial controul lodged in the 
seat of empire ; and that great commercial law, the z& of 
navigation, which with-hcld several great advantages from 
pur ' dependencies in Ireland and America; consequently, 
it was a vile imposition to suppose, that either the sovereign 
could or would restore to America the blessings of law and 
liberty, equally enjoyed by every British subject, because 
such a promised enjoyment was no less false in contemplation, 
than it was totally impracticable in the execution. His 
grace next lamented the extreme degeneracy of govern- 
ment:— he boldly affirmed, that it was carried on solely 
through the means of bribery atnd corruption ; that all test of 
public condufl was laid aside, which depended upon free- 
dom of thought, or freedom of a«5ling. The indiscrimimti 
support ministers received, to whatever measures they thought 
proper to propose, though ever so ruinous and destru<Stive, 
furnished daily proofs of it ; and what, from a total disregard 
which prevailed among public men, to the interests of the 
nation, and the innumerable modes of corruption^ long esta- 
blished, with the new ones daily devised and discovered, he 
was in his conscience ^tisfied, that nothing Ixit the personal 
.virtue of the sovereign prevented this countrv from a total 
ioss of liberty. Like Sweden, it was ripe for the event; 
.and ln^ begged leave once more to give the roost solemn testi-. 
:mony, to declare from the botH>m of his hearty that nq- 
: . /r- tbidg 
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thing but the virtue of the sovereign on the throne prevented 
this country froni being at present under the dominion of 
arbitrary power. 

His grace, after testifying his high esteem for the Gene- 
rals Howe and Carleton, with both of whom he had served, 
men equally deserving in thdr private charafters, as of hirfi 
merit in their respedtive professions, lamented the fatal effe^ 
of the war, with the conduct of which they are en- 
trusted. Froro-their known temper dnd disposition, he should 
have conceived the most favourable hopei, if their bands had 
not been fettered by ministers ; nay, indeed, if they had not 
been a£^nally prevented from taking any measures but such 
as the la^Vs of war prescribed. This was a melancholy con- 
siderationV when we refledled, that every life lost on either 
side was 4 diminution of that strength which ought to be 
preserved,' and which should be only employed against our 
natural ahd foreign enemies. This led his grace to that 
part of the speech, which says, " I still hope that all mis- 
understandings may he removed, and Europe continue to en- 
joy the blessings of peace ; I think it nevertheless necessary^ 
that we should be in a respeftable state of defence at home.'* 
This, he said, however artfully and platisibly disguised, with 
a view of answering a double purpose of holding out peace at 
the present, and preparing us for another interpretation, should 
the event make it necessary, was a most alarming piece of 
information* If any explanation was wanting, the press- 
warrants lately issued would serve as the best comment; they 
justified our apprehensions; they confirnoed our fears, and 
tlie more so, when vire recolleded, that the greatest part of 
our only sure bulwark and national defence, our navy, was 
on the other side of the Atlantic. He observed that mini- 
sters had been silent through inattention, or not being able 
to stand, on this very critical arid trying occasion, the test of 
inquiry. It was «d secret, he said, that France and Spain 
had been some time arming ; that the disputes between Spain 
and Portugal were notorious, and the public declarations of 
a minister *, in high favour at court, and influence in the 
cabinet, relative to the intended conduft of this country, 
should a rupture be the consequence of those disputes, made 
this disagreement a matter of very serious consideration, par- 
ticularly, 

♦ See the latter part of the Earl of Rochford's speech on the 
fpinish armaments last year, in the Lords Debfttes of last session, 
page 142, 

u % 
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t/cularly, as die passage in the speech, which alludes tcJ tlmt 
important affair, says only, " I hope, &c. that all misun- 
derstandings may be' removed." On the othpr hand, if the 
repeated aoeounts be true, that an open commerce is carried 
on betjwecn France and our colonies ; if the latter, in return 
for their native commodities, are supplied with military 
stores, will not this, if not discontinued on their part, be 
looked upon as an avowal of the cause of America ? So that 
in either event, whether Portugal is attacked, or the colo« 
nists are openly assisted and supported by I^rance, a rupture 
with the united force of the House of Bourbon seems inevi- 
table. From these important fafts, and obvious dedudlionSr 
his grace took occasion to expatiate on the dangerous predi- 
cament this country now stood in, a probable rupture with 
France and Spain, a civil war with our colonies, our only 
national defence at the mercy tliis instant of our natural ene- 
mies, an accumulating debt, divided councils, and a dis- 
traified people on the verge of political despair. In such a 
dire and calamitous situation, he recommended a reconcilia- 
tion with our colonies upon any terms. He thought it would 
be much better to have them as friends than enemies, though 
we should be under the necessity of acknowledging them as' 
so many independent states. He concluded his speech with 
protiesting, that he did not believe that any mceasures that 
could new be adopted, would ever reconcile the people of 
America to our government; the attempt, in bis opinion, 
was impradlicable. Though a change of administration, and 
3 change of measures in consequence thereof,- should take 
place, he had no expeflation, that, for his part, either, or 
both, would produce any good consequence. A noble lord, ' 
ea^ly in the debate, [Lord Cardiff] had supposed, that this 
eomitry would not support its rank, as^ a great European 
power, without the colonic? : hrs grace strongly doubted the 
truth of this reasoning. Britain had cut as conspiorous ^ 
figure, as she has done since, in the time of the -protedterate, 
. before the colonies were any addition to the strength or opu- 
lence, of this country. Be that as it may ; if the task of con- 
quest was impradticable, as he believed it was, it wouM be 
better to retain our native strength, than waste it to no pw- ^ 
pose. In such a train of impcndir^g evils, as surrounded. us 
on every side, he could only venture to pronounce one cer- 
tain truth, that he was satisfied t/ie country was ridned^ he 
'^feared the naUon was undone^ 
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The E2TI of Sanduflc/i said, the speech recommeQcIed mea* 
sures so wisely framed, and so peculiarly well Suited to the 
present situacion of affairs, that he should not have troubled 
their lordships, had not the noble duke who spoke last, 
alluded to' some roattei's, which, as conne<£ied with the office 
at which he had the honour to preside, he looked upon hitn* 
self particularly called upon to explain. Tlie noble duke as-> 
serted, that the greatest part of our force was on the other side 
of the Atlantic, and that we were left detenceless at home. 
The first of these assertions was not founded ia fsiSt ; for out 
of 28,000 seamen, with one of die most formidable fleets this 
country ever beheld, 15,000, including the marines who 
were doin^ duty on shore, as well as on board the ships of war, 
and two hne of battle ships, were only on the other side the 
Atlantic: and as to the other assertion, that we werp left in a 
defenceless state at home, it was equally iU->fbmKled v for wc 
had a naval force at this instant ready for sea, allowing that 
the courts of Versailles and Madrid had ahy hostile inteatibns 
towards us, which he was persuaded they iiad naty fcUy* sof^ 
^cieot for our defence, and protection. WiC had the mosr 
ample and unreserved assuitmces from those courts, of their 
pacific and friendly dispositions; if diej should turn out 
odierwise, we are prepared for the wsrsi. He ^id, he lookei 
upon it; to be his duty, as an official man, to take care: jdiat 
the navy, which was our only national defence, should he' in 
the best condition in his^ power. . He was happyuto inform 
.their lordships, that it was so, and he Saias dietenhine4 that 
this kingdom should be prepared for anyievent that might 
Jiappen. He should not foUaw the ameocuiiient made by the 
noble marquis, it took in so many different matters, littk re- 
lative lo.the present subje6l of debate ; but while it reoom- 
mended a retrospeflive inquiry into the condud* of others'^ 
he could not, now he was up, help declaring, that the true 
cause' of this civil war we are engaged in, was the bad policy 
of those, who, by their advice, power, inflbchce, and offi- 
cial situations, laid a foundation for it, by<tfae.r:6peal.o£4Jac 
etamp-aft. He had often said-, so, and would, avow it jvvith 
his last breath. As a friend to his country^ he ipust dis&ent 
from 4he extraordinary proposidon made by the' ndtbie fiuke 
who spoke hst, *^ recomu^nding a rcconciliadon .with Aaie- 
rica upon any terms, even upon grounds of adntuttiog jdifir 
independency." As an i ErigUshman, and. a frietid to his 
country, he could not endure the thought; lie: would ne* 
?er consent- 40 subscribe toad9Arine, sd dfins^atory to die 
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honour, so disgraceful to the charafler, and so destru£live to 
the interests of this country. He would risque every thing 
sooner than accede to it: he would hazard every drop of 
bloody and the last shilling of the national treasure, sooner 
than Britain should be set^ at defiance, bullied, and dieted 
to by her ungrateful and undutiful children, her disobedient 
and rebellious subjodVs. He alluded to a passage in the last 
mentioned noble duke's speech, in which he protested, that 
he did not believe either a change of men or measures, in 
consequence of it, would efFe£t a reconciliation, so as to bring 
America back to her former disposition, He believed his 
grace, for he was certain that the resentments of America 
:i¥ere not directed against any particular set of men ; he was 
convinced that they despised their suppdsed friends, as well 
as their pretended enemies; and that their intentions were 
uniformly from tlie beginning to render themselves independent 
of the parent state. 

The Duke of Richmond^ mistaking his lordship's words, 
desired that he might be permitted to explain himself; he 
supposed that the last noble lord imputed to him the following 
words : '< though there. should be a change of men, thcfe 
will be no change of me^ures." He therefore begged to 
be understood, that he neither meant, nor made use of any 
such expression. • He thou^t it necessary, for be was cer- 
tain, if there was a change of men, there would be a change 
sf measures. For bis part, he did nor wish to take any offi« 
cial part in any such change, for the reason before assigned ; 
because he was morally certain, that all attempts to recover 
America would be in vain ; the moment was past^ that coun*- 
try was now irretrievably lost. 

The Earl of Sandzvic/t appealed to their Lordships' recolr- 
ieAion, if the noble duke had not totally mis-stated his words, 
and misconceived his meaning, and wished to be set right, 
whether he bad done more than repeat the words in the man* 
ner now explained by his grace, as an argujnent to prove, 
that nothing now remained but to exert the force of this coun- 
;^try/to the hillest extent, in reducing America to a proper 
.state of legal and constitutional dependence. 

The Duke of Grafton prefaced his particular sentiments of 
the measures chalked out iti the speech, in the strongest dis* 
approbation of die condudl of administration from the begin- 
ining. He pledged himself to the House, and to the public 
at large, that while he had a leg to stand on, he would come 
^wp, day §fter day, to exj^re^ the. most marked abhorrence 
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of the measures hitherto pursued, and meant to be adhered 
to, in respeft to America. He condemned, in terms equaHy 
explicit, and unreserved, the measures which had com* 
pelied America to declare herself independent, though he 
was sorry for it, and thought she a£led extremely wrong in 
so doing. He said, ministers had not only effefled this part 
of their scheme, by a set of the most cruel, oppressive, de- 
structive, and impolitic laws, that were ever devised by a 
(deliberate assembly, but they had likewise brought tfictn^ 
selves into a situation, which had been often pr^i£ted by 
those on this side of the House ; he intended by this expres* 
^ion, he said* no particular distinction of .party; he meant 
pnly the noble lords witii whom he voted in the course of 
the last session on American affairs. Those predi^ions mt« 
nisters affe6led to disbelieve ; though the experience of th^it 
day, the very speech delivered from the throne, proved this 
•(ruth ; and when other circumstances came to be revesried^ 
their veracity could not be questioned, they were beyond the 
reach of doubt, much less of naked contradi<^ion. He was 
justified, from an authority which could not be disputed, 
to aver, tbfit four ships of the line, witl> a considerable num« «: 
ber of lan4 fprces on board, had lately sailed from Cadiz } 
. that another fleet of sevenr men of war of the line^ with 
a body of at least 10,000 land forces, were preparing t6 
. follow them } that the French had been for some mondbis 
busily ei)iployed in making very formidable naval prepara* 
pqqs ; the consequence of which was, that a strong squa- 
dron of men of war were now lying at Brest, completely 
fitted and manned* waiting only for orders to proceed to the 
place of its intended destination. His grace attributed our 
pr^nt alarming situation to a want of proper information ; 
^t wa3, he contended, the great cause of all our misfortunes. 
Parliament was led blind-folded ; thev assented to every 
thing ministers proposed ; they reposed an unlimited con* 
fidence in their assurances ; and though, perhaps, from the 
same spirit of obstinacy and infatuation, they should wilfully 
continue to persist in error, they must acknowledge, tlrat 
they were grossly, and, he believed, wilfully deceiv^. He 
reminded ministers, how often, and with what confidence, 
. the last year, when the possible, if not probable, interference 
. pf foreign powers was suggested, as a strong ground of ej^* 
pediency for us to relax in our claims on America, and to 
adopt conciliatory measures, they pledged themielves to Par« 
liament, that m. Impedijnent or obstruSi<m was t9 be dreadied 
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from that quarter ; that our court daily received the most full 
and satisfaftory assurances, assuran!c:es that might he safely relied 
on, of the pacific disposition of both France and Spain; yet 
all of a sudden press-warjants are issued, while, if the speech 
may be depended on, such Viprccauiipn is unnecessary. Two 
days before the meeting of Parliament, the substance of th^ 
speech is flatly contradidted, the assurances are no longer tp 
l^ relied on ; the noble lord who presides at the admiralty 
t^lls you, that it became necessary to prepare for the worst 
I>3es his lordship mean to amuse us, by telling i^s, that out 
present armaiment was only meant to put us in a state of de«- 
fence, confessing by that assertion, at the- same time, that^ 
before the steps now taken, the nation was not in a propet 
state of defence, contrary to the repeated assurances thj^t bfc 
Iprdsliip had given to this House that it was ? 

The Earl of Sandwich (to explain) insii^tjed that he neyefr 
sneant to say, that the nation was not in a state of diefenee 
previous to the preparations now going on ; for he vyas cer* 
Jtain that we were all along prepared ; what he meant to say 
was, that as a dispute subsisted between Spain and Portogal^ 
which might call for our interference, as well fts itiedittioA, 
if pushed to extfemitips, he thought- it his duty to prepaid 
for the worst, iq order to giv« our mediation thie propcf 

^ea. 

The Duke of Graftofi replied to this ^explanation by ob- 
jservlng, that although every thing asserted by the noUe 
.lord h^d been literally true, he begjpd leave to (JifFer from 
him in thinking, that our home defence could be looked tipoti 
^ complete, while we solely depended on onr navy. Ail- 
. verse winds, an^ a thousand accidents fleets were liable to^ 
pointed out the necessity of auxUiary assistance, such as a 
strong military force, shonld an enemy by phamce, w any 
other iDcans, effect a landing* A strong vinstattce of the 
.truth of this observation had, he begged leave to nemiiid 
their, lordships, happened during the late war, when Sr 
fedward Hawke wap wind-bound in Torbay, so as not to lie 
able^ to prevent Confians from invading some part of t .ete 
kingdoms, though he'was^ apprized of his intention. At the 
critical instant Provi^^ncc interposed, and the wind suddenly 
changing. Sir £dward was enabled to proceed to sea, Tcdii 
peet the enemy at the very moment they ba4 cleared th$i 
|and, by which fortunate circumstance he was enabled to 
jcngage them, and'defeatingf them, prevented an invasion 
jfyki^ ifikht have been prod\)dive c"^ the worst con^pquences. 

> . ■';.,/•...'■ ^ ' ■ • vc^. 
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Hi* grace concluded, therefore, in answer. to the noble earl*s 
general argument in support of the measures of administra- 
tion {allowing every one of his lordship's assertions to be 
founded in fiaa, and to carry with them the eflfcft they w^re 
wished to produce), that a powerful naval foK:e was not suf- 
^cient alone for home defence ; that the silence of the other 
pienibers of the cabinet had the most unfavourable appear- . 
ance ; and as the noble lord seepned to trust so much to the 
respectable state of the navy, previous to the press, he would 
be ghid to have a' specific answer to this question — Was the 
naval forcie, a few days since, a sufficient defence against that 
now fitting out, and ready to sail from Brest ? Because, if it 
was naty then Parliament had been designedly tmsledy the na- 
tion had been grosslv and criminally deceived, ministers had 
trusted the safety of the kingdom to an inferior force, and 
had by so doing given Parliament official information that 
was hot to be relied on. Such then being the state of public 
afiairs respe£ting both America and the unfavourable disposi- 
tions, if not the direSl hostile intentions of foreign powers, the 
hve he bore his country, his respeil jfbr his Sovereign, his duty 
as a member of that House, forbid him to approve of an ad- 
ilress so big with mischief, and so much calculated to hll^^ 
nation into a fatal security, while its dearest interests, its 
yery existence, were on the eve of being ultimately decided 
vponi On the contrary, he would most earnestly rccora- 
inend, at this alarming crisis, to suspend all further proceed- 
ings, in order that the House might resolve itself into a com- 
mittee, t6 inquire into the state of the nation ; to learn the 
true causes which have occasioned the revolt of our American 
$ubje£ts ; to discover their authors ; and to devise the best 
measures for rescuing the nation from the innumerable perils 
with which it is at the present instant surrounded. 

The Earl of SandwicA said, he could give a diredl answer to 
the question now proposed : he could assure, the House from 
his own certain knowledge, that before any late preparation 
was made on our part, we had a naval force sufficient to cope 
with any now at Brest, fitting out there, or preparing to de- 
part. The armament alluded to was but a small one, con- 
sisting only of six ships of the line ; but if it had been greater^ 
we were sufficiently prepared. In answer to something sug- 
gested by the Duke of Grafton, relative to the real motives 
Sf the annament, whether it was, or was not occasioned By 
the disputes subsisting between Spain and Portugal — he said it 
^«$ mt i but in Fnmce had thought proper to augment her 

navy. 
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navy, he thought it his duty to agree with his hrethreq in 
office, not entirely to trust to assurances. Assurances were 
on some occasions to be' firmly relied on, when they were ac-^ 
fompatiitd with appearances that bore a full and unequivo- 
cal testimony of their truih ; when they were «©/, they be- 
came an objefi of serious attention, and called for suiubl^ 

.measures from those whose business it was to watch them. 
As to the fxppqce ohjeflf^d to by the noble duke, however 
prudent it might be to attend to it in some situi^tions, in 

others it became an ohje6l of no concern, An early aivd 
timely preparation on our part would have the effect ai ^br 
stantial economy \ it would probably be the l^st e^pence; for, 
by incurring it in time, it mighty perhaps, prevent ^ mpcb 
greater. 

I'he Duke of Richmottd a^in rose.; he hpgged {q state the 
question on a larger ground than it w^s propounded by the 
noble duke who spoke last but one. He observed, that the 
noble lord who undertook the defence of adn^inistratbn, ha^ 

. cimfessed^ that the French were fitpng PUt a fleet at Brest ; 
that in consequence of that armapient, not on account of the 

. dispute between Spain and Portugal, his lpr4ship, wit)i ti>e 

. rest of the cabinet . ministers, had advised his Majesty tp 
Qiakc the present proposed naval augmentation. He should 
therefore be glad to know, if the preparations in the ports of 
France, were of a long standing, or whether they came only 

. to the knowledge of administration within a few days ^ ^md 
if they were of a long standing, l)ow came administration to 
defer taking the necessary measures earlier ? He ag^in Repre- 
hended ministers very severely on this silence, which if longer 
persisted in, he should ii^pute to the most ynbpcoming and 
criminal contempt, or to their inability of giving a satisfaflpry 
answer. 

Lord Viscount PFcymouth said, the absence of two cabinet 
ministers, [Lords Gower and Suffolk] was the occasion of 
that silence on the part of administration which had been itn* 
properly imputed to a rejuflance or inability to give satis^^- 
tion to the House. He defended the speech from the several 
obje<5lions made to it ; and said, he particulaily rose to ex- 
plain a matter which had been unwarrantably pressed on tbe 
noble earl who spoke last on the same side. The noble dujke 
who spoke before him proposed the following dilemma :t- 
either administration knew of the armament fitting out fit 
Brest, or they did not ; if they did^ and failed sp much in 
their duty as not to take the . necessary steps to. na^et ^d 

counteract. 
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j^quptlera£^, then we were Haraeable ; if they did not, they 
were still more censurable for negle<Sling so indispensible a 
part of their duty. Now, in his opinion, without admit* 
fing either conclusion, the matter might be cleared up, and 
ministers, instead of incurring any just censure, would be 
found to have adled perfectly cpnsiscent and judiciously ; for 
they kn^w that the preparations were going on, and they 
resolved to k«ep pace with them. In answer, therefore, to 
the chargjB why did you ngt arm earlier ? It is enough fo 
$ay, that notice was rejceived of the armaments going on in 
France ; that administration availed themselves of that infotma^ 
iion ; that the ships intended for service were fitted for sea ; 
;ind that when the moment arrived, in which it was pru* 
4ent for this country to make her real intentions known, 
prders weiiC given for a press; the ships were ready to re* 
peiviC the mien, and^ as soon as the number of seamen neces- 
sary to proceed jto sea are procured, it is only to ship theiu, 
ana the business will be compleated. He congratulated the 
patiop on the address, and the expedition with which the 
whr>le was .executed ; and was glad to find, though nodn'ng 
*pf the kind was intended, that the secrecy with which tiie 
jwhole was condu<3ed, should make the transadion pass un*- 
pbseryed in general, and should have, in particular, escaped 
the eagle and observant eyes of the noble lords on the other 
^ide of the House, who, by their total ignorance of the pre* 
cautions ^nd preparations his Majesty's servants had wisely 
been making, shewed their vigilance and activity, while it 
demonstrated the prudence that accompanied that vigilance 
which could effe^ ip purposes, without creating an alarm 
/either at home or abroad. It was no secret to great numbers, 
rhat the nation was not only prepared, but earlier prepared 
llian was expe<5ted by those who might think they would 
have an interest and advantage in being before-hand with u% 
and thereby taking us- by surprize. 

I'he Duke of Richmond returned to the question put to 
the first lord of the admiralty by the noble duke in the blue 
ribbon [this Duke of Grafton.] He said his lordship had 
artfully evaded giving a dire<S^ answer to the question pro^ 
posed to hip). He had answered, that the naval force of 
this copntry, before the press-warrants were issued, was su* 
perior tp tne armament then fitting out at Brest. He beg^- 

fed leave to put the 4]uestion upon a more general ground. 
^ s the nay^} force of jBritain, now ready to proceed to sqg^ 
.! sufficiem 
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sufl5cient for home defence, and for the necessary defence of 
the empire, supposing that France and Spain should break 
"With us, cither by abetting America, or in case of an attack 
iftpon Portugal i Thif, his grace said, -was a question that 
could not be evaded or answered in the affirmative, with* 
out a professed design to mislead the House, and impose oii 
tfaenarion. 

The Earl of Sandv)ick answered, that our flc^t was ill 
prime condition; that the complements of our ships were 
nearly made up ; and that we could fit out a fleet at a ishort 
notice, nearly equal to all the powers of Europe; . 

The Lord Wycombe [Earl of Shelburnc] said, said he was 
astonished ^hat the House could continue to submit coollv td 
the contempt with which administration ^had treated it, D<>th 
in the speech, and the manner iu whidi the speech w^ 
defended in the course of the evening. Tlie speech 4 he said, 
was a piece of metaphysical refinement, framed with a pui- 
poscd design to impose ; <he defence made to continue the ira* 
position, was nothing more than a string of sophismi, no leH 
vtreuhedin their texture^ than insolent in their- /«K?r. He said, 
lie was no great metaphysician, but still he knew "^enough of 
the science of metaphysics to see and deto^ the fnanifest false- 
hoods, clothed in the feemblahce of truth, particularly when the 
garment was so thin, or the disguise so gross- and ill-suited, 
that further confidence would be madness, and remaining in 
error would be the efFeS of the most senseless stupidity. 

Such being the contents of the speech, the manifest itHen* 
lion of its framers, and the shamdful conduiSk of its. defen^^ 
ders, he begged the indulgence of the -House, while he 
brieriy delivered hjs sentiments on those several poiiKs. As. 
the ftrst part of his engagement, he proceeded to consider the 
•pecch paragraph by paragraph. In the execution of this 
cask, l>e trusted he should prove^ that it was fraught with a 
mixture of the most unqualified absurdity, treachery, cruel- 
ty, hypocrisy y and deceit. The very opening of it !Was mani- 
fesdy fallacious ; for how was it possible Xo t^'^&' imanimiiy 
at home in support of the prosecution of a war, the originsd 
object of which was professedly to enslave three minions of 
British-bom subjects ? ■ How could ministers dare to call for 
unanimity from those whom they had so repeaiedly insulted, 
betrayed, and deceived ? and the im^putation of onanimitjr 
was still more absurd, when it was looked for from tbosp 
who had so often predicted, nay, literally foretold them evwy 

circuoi-i 
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circumstance which had happened in the course of this cnicJ 
aad bloody business co the present instant ; and had fire* 
quently, during last session of parliament, faithfully described 
the present awful and alarming state of this country, both 
in regard of her ^ubje£ts in America, and her home security. 
— His lordship observed, that the first paragraph contained 
many specious falsehoods, as well as those he had just re« 
marked' on. It charged the Americans with " reje^mg the 
means of conciliation held out to them under the authority of 
our conamissien, with circumstances of indignity and insult,'* 
— This, his lordship contended^ was no less untrue^ than 
plausibly and artfully stated. For the pretended means of 
ctnciliatkn alluded to, were held back so long, the commis- 
sion not being made out, nor the commissioners sent, till 
about the middle of May, that the people of America, if 
the commissioners were armed with powers sufficient to hoM 
out fair and solid means of conciliation^ were fully justified 
in declaring themselves independent, from the most obvious 
motives of stlf preservation ; but wlicn these pretended meatta 
of conciliation held out nothing but a naked of{er of pardon^ 
on the terms of unconditional submission, tlic hitherto unparal- 
leled effrontery of ministers, who could thus dare to deceive 
iheir sovereign, could now be only equalled by the political 
blindness and tame servility of those who could submit^ or 
5/iMiilow such gross deviations in point of fad, and misrepre- 
^ntations in argument and conclusion. Every opprobrious 
charge which could, tend to inflame the people of this cout^ 
try. against their fellow subjefts in America, was Huffed into 
,d*e speech, and had been copied and improved on by the 
friends of administration, particularly two or three of the 
Aoble lords who spoke early in the debate. ^ They have 
been represented daring, desperate, trakerous, insolent, ua- 
' grateful, and rebellions. These, he said, were strong 
charges, and they required suitable proofs. For his p«t, 
iwhatcver the speech may have decided, or however eager 
the supporters of the speech might have been to improve on 
the :pattern or dodlrines therein laid down, he could never 
be persuaded to deem people taking up arras in defence of 
their property, their privileges, and vwialienaWe rights, rf- 
iels ; if such 4o<ftrines bad prevailed at the time of tlie Re- 
vdiutioi), their lordships would not then probably be sitting 
in that House. If resisting a lawful authority, rhou^ per- 
haps not a rightful audiority, be the essence of treason, the 
Wh^ ftt the ircvolutioa were ratdt rebels, . in the sense the 
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speech used the term. King James the Second was their ' 
lawful King ! It is true, he endeavoured to trample, and in 
some instances, di<I invade their rights ; but still, if a re^ 
sistance of lawful authotity constituted an a6l of trea^oiv in 
every possible event, the Whigs in 1688, and the Protin^iaU 
now' in arms, mav be deemed rebels. It was an opinion he 
never could accede to; he would always continue to think/ 
that bodi were a cmititutianal resistance to a power originally 
legaly but which, by an unconstitutional exercise of it, had 
degenerated into the most oppressive stages of an usurped arbi* 
trary power. — He said, while he gave his opinion so expli- 
citly on the sufferings* of America, he would wish to be un-^ ' 
derstood, that he never meant this country should relinquish 
its right of commercial controul and regulation over that ; on 
the contrary, he always thought, that that power of regulat- 
ing the trade of the colonies, was the very essence of tb«- 
poTuical conne6lion subsisting between both countries ; that 
6ven if this regulatory power was defined in its most full and 
extensive sense, and acknowledged on the part of the colo- 
nics, yet something more might be still expedled ; the na- 
tional debt, under which the people of this country now 
groan, is truly and equitably the debt of every individual in 
the whole empire, whether in Asia, America, or nearer 
home. But until the Americans had full satisfa^ion on the 
question of taxation^ and ample reparation for the attack on 
their charters, till the exclusive right of taxing themselves, 
and the most solemn security was given them for their cob- 
nial privileges, derived through their respeilive legislative 
assemblies, it was in vain to talk of conciliation. — It was 
possible extirpation might follow from the means of conciliation 
held out to them, but he was certain, notwithstanding what 
may have been held out in she speech, conciliation never 
would. — These, he said, were his general sentiments, rela- 
tive to that species of dependency America owes of right to 
the parent state. It might not meet the approbation of 
a great number of persons on the other side of the Adantic; 
That, however, did by no means influence his opinion: it 
had been the same from the beginning. He did not now 
take it up, because our afl&irs in that country wore at pre- 
sent a more favourable aspe6l than at any time diiring tha 
last session ; for he expressed himself precisely in similar terms^ 
sx the time that America was flushed with success ; when 
they had every foot of Canada in their poss|ession, the town 
of Quebec excepted. He referred to the pamphlet writtefi 
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by Doftor Price, at the end of whidi a speech was printed 
in his name, which he owned was authentic. 

The second paragraph in the speech was an<ithcr meta* 
physical refinement, equally ill supported in fadk or argu« 
ment ; if it contained any substaiKial truth, it was, that 
tlie same violent oppressive measures Were determined to be 
pursued; that we must prepare for another campaign^ and 
that the foreign mercenaries had executed, with a bloody ala- 
crity, the horrid purposes of their paymasters, by butcher- 
ing our fellow- subjei3s in cold blood. It was a very proper 
and timely eulogium in return for a faithful discharge of 
their duty, and, he presumed, was intended to operate as a 
powerful' stimnlative to perseverance in the ^me commend- 
able line of condaft. 

On the third paragraph he likewise commented. And 
^4nsisted, that it was miught with the most gross and no- 
torious -falsehoods ; ^' no assurances of amity were, or could 
be, received ; and if they were received, and could be de- 
pended on, why arm ? why put the nation to so monstrous 
an expence? wny dispatch your press-gangs in every quar- 
ter of the town? why let loo^ so many hands, of ruffians, 
to enter by force into. people*s dwellings, to drag the un- 
happy master of a numerous family from them, aboard a ten** 
der, where perhaps tlie first account they hear of him is« 
that he died of grief and vexation, or of the cruel usage and 
bad treatment he received before, or during his passage to, 
or being aboard at the Nore. — His lordship, however, was 
proud to find* that by the spirited conduct of an able ma- 
gistrate, the lord mayor of London [Mr. Saw bridge] a stop 
had been put to those horrid outrages within the limits of 
his jurisdi<5tion. — He had refused to back press-warrants, 
though it was insinuated by those that applied, on his refu- 
sal, that the request was merely complimentary, for that 
the press would be carried into the city. He saitl, if any 
proof were wanting of the unpopularity of the present barba- 
rous war, that honest magistrate's, condud, as expressing 
the sentiments of the inhabitants of the first city in the em- 
pire, perhaps in the world, was the most irrefragable and 
conclusive. If, upon any other occasion, the most distant 
prospedl of a foreign war was only so much as talked of, 
the citizens of London would be the foremost and most con- 
spicuous in expressing their zeal for chastising our foreign ene- 
mies ; but when it was known, that the present threatened 
^pture is QonneQed^ or, more properly speaking, is a come^^ 
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quence of ati unnatura^ proscription of three millions of their 
fellow-subje£ls, the spirit of the. nation is bowed down and 
enfeeble^, their hearts, as well as their counteuajaces, are 
frozen, and they even remain in a kind of political stupor, 
scarcely venturing to decide in their own hearts, whether » 
vigorous resistance against our foreign enemies tmy not be 
the means of ensuring evils, no less to be avoided, than even 
defeat from the hands of our natural foes,, th^^t of forginjr 
cAains for our An^Hcan brethren, as the leading measure in 
litce season to the riyetting them on thernsejves. His lordship 
assured the noble earl, [Lord Sandwich] who supposed that 
he went over to the continent to seek intelligence, that he 
was misinfc^med, or mistaken in his conjedlures. It .was 
true, that he did go to France towards the latter, end of the 
summer,' but with no such intention as the noble earl yvas 
pleased to impute. He was in Britanny, ainl in sevej'al parts 
of the sea coast, where he received every markpf ppliteqess^ 
hospitality, and kindness, that was in the power of * th^ in- 
habitants of the country to bestow ; it was, he saidl, the na- 
tive disposition of the nobility and gentry of France, to con-^ 
dudl themselves in that manner towards all strangers of rank, 
or worthy of note. He was certain, that there was not one 
of their lordships present, if in his situation^ who would not 
have had a reception equally kind, friendly, and respe££fuL 
It would ill become him, therefore, if he had learned any 
thing, through such a confidential medium, to disclose it. 
He trusted, he was incapable of adting in such a mantier ; 
hi|t whatever wit there might be in the noble earl's iosJaua- 
tion, there was nothing in it solid, or relative to the pre- 
sent subjedl of deba^ ; for without stirring out of England, 
without looking for official infoimation, every body hs4 re« 
peatedly heard, that Spain and Portugal were seemingly on 
the eve of a rupture, relative to. a dispute of boundaries of 
territory in the Brazils, which, in its consequences, was 
likely to involve Britain in ^ war ; that Spain and France 
had been arming for some months ; that a formidable fleet is 
now fittirTg out at Brest ; that the French and Spanish ports 
were rendered asylums and places of safety to the American 
privateers, both in Europe and the West Indies ; that warlike 
stores were daily transported both in French and American 
bottoms, openly from almost every port in Fjance ; that jbo 
latter com t had, as often as applied so, positively, refused, to 
fprbid or prohibit American trading vessels or ships of war 
£rom catering their ports; and that» to complete the whol^ 
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a person from the Congress, If not two or three, were no\v 
in a pablic character at the court of Versailles ; not perhaps 
received with thie formalities of an envoy extraordinary, xq 
agree upon specific articles, but most certainly armed witli 
ail the efficient powers of a person treating on the part of 
an independent state, on ceitain preliminary conditionsi> 
leading to engagements of a most consequential and im- 
portant nature. These being incontrovertible :fo£ls, daily 
repeated in the public papers, and known universally to every 
person who spent a single hour's consideration, or bestowed 
the least degree of attention on the sulnecl, he looked upon 
himself fully satisfied in flatly contraaiiSing tli'e'passage al- 
luded to, and solemnly affirming, that we do not continue 
to receive assurances qi amity from the several courts of Eu- 
rope, or- that, receiving them, it was a gross imposition on 
Parliament, to even insinuate that they were to be relied or 
'depended on. His lordship turned with great indignation 
on the cabinet ministers; said, it was very lucky for such of 
them as were absent ; for surely, in the present situation of 
affairs, they must cut a very aukward figure : but he was 
astonished how the noble viscount could so forget, as to say, 
that wc had been preparing for some months, when the con- 
trary was well known to every~clerk and store-keeper^in the 
several dock-yards ; nay, a most curious circumstance was 
generally reported, and believed to be true, which was, that 
the speech, as first manufa£lured, was obliged to be altered 
two days before its final revision ; such bemg the informa* 
tion ministers had of the disposition of foreign courts on the 
Thursday "night, or Friday morning, previous to the issuing 
the press-warrants. He reprehcndeid the noble lord whose 
province it was to procure the necessary information, in very 
severe terms. He said, when he had the honour of occupy- 
ing the same post, he spared no pains or expence to be fully* 
timely, and minutely informed, j He was apprized of eveiy 
step taken by France, in relation to the purchase and intended 
conquest of Corsica, from its very commencement. Whijc 
that matter was in agitation, he kept it continually in Iub 
mind, and often thought of it on his pillow ; and though he 
was left alone, and deserted by all his colleagues in office* 
and brediren in cabinet, he had the conscious pleasure in re- 
'colleflin^ that he had done his duty, and that nothing could 
be fairly imputed to his negledl or inattention. 

On the concluding paragraph of the speecti, his lordship 
'was also severe. He said, it was a compound of the most glar- 
• Vol. VI.^ X *>s^ 
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ing hypocrisy and deceit, unless attempting to rob tlie people 
of America of their property^ by laying faxes without their con- 
sent or approbation, or stripping them of their charter^, 
the only legal foundation of theif "legislative and personal 
privileges, as a proof " that no people ever enjoyed moref 
happiness under a milder government,'* or unless, since the 
tesistartce to this mild government, the sending over an army 
of blood-thirsty foreign mercenaries to cut their throats, as 
the finst step "to restore them the blessings of law and li- 
berty, equally enjoyed By every British subje£i," be a truism, 
he could not discover the most distant semblance of truth 
throughout the whole sentence. His lordship concluded with 
calling on the cabinet ministers present, to declare whether they 
had applied to the court of Versailles on any of the leading 
points now mentioned ; whether they were disavowed, miti- 
gated, or explained by that court ; whether, on the other hand, 
they were openly avowed, or replied to in such a raanneri 
as to give us to understand that they would, when their 
armaments were rendered more forward. These, his lord- 
ship insisted, were matters that called for so many explicit 
answers : that until explanations were had on them substan* 
tially, or in detail, it was impossible that their lorddiip» 
could with safety proceed, much less vote, the present address^ 
which might, or might not, be true, taking the matter in the 
most favourable light.- — In fine, it was absurd, it was an in- 
sult on common sense, to talk of " assurances of amity from 
■foreign powers,'* while some of those powere were, at feast 
hitherto, known to secretly abett, and, in some instances, 
■ openly countenance, nourish, and support, our subjefls now 
resisting our authority in America. 

The Lord Osborne [Marquis of Carmarthen] said he 
was far from approving the conducSk of administration ; he 
Was satisfied that they justly incurred censure in several 
parts of it ; yet he could by no means agree with the amend- 
ment, as it held out investigation and inquiry at the instant 
that the fullest exertion of the naval and military strength of 
" GreAt Britain was called for, as well for our own prote£lion, 
^as to bring back our subjefls in America into a constitutional 
acknowledgment of the superiority of this country as the 
parent and governing state : when that acknowledgnieoS 
was obtained, then he would recommend the most mifii. 
and conciliating terms that could be well imagined. No 
noble lord in that House would go further, or more 
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cheerfully, in restoring peace upon fair, equitable, and 
reasonable terms, than he would, if they submitted to the. 
legislative power of this country ; till that should happen 
to be the case, none would more zealously support such 
measures as might promise to compel them to a consti* 
tutional submission to the British legislature. Nothing came 
more fully up to the ideas he entertained, and wished to 
convey on the great American question, than the declara- 
tory a<Sl passed in 1766, on the repeal of the stamp aft; 
that asserted the legislative supremacy of this country in its 
fullest extent; and he was astonished that the framers of 
that aft could offer to defend America, when the very resist- 
ance, which produced the present unhappy civil war, was 
made expressly in contradiftion to the parliamentary rights 
therein maintained. He spoke much of the ingratitude of 
America, the favours we had heaped upon her, and the in- 
supportable burdens we had loaded ourselves with, in rearing^ 
nourishing, and protefting her, till at length we had raised 
her to a pitch of strength and opulence, sufficient to trust the 
decision of her cause to the event of arms. Such was. the 
State of things ; and now we had no alternative, but either to 
suffer America to ereft herself into an independent sovereign 
state, which was an opinion, he trusted, would never pre- 
vail in that House, or exert ourselves to the utmost stretch 
of our abilities. He said, the success of our troops at Long 
Inland, and the probable good consequences it may be pro- 
duftive of, would, he hoped, give us such a footing in Ame- 
rica, as would break the rebel confederacy in some measure. 
If New York is taken, which he had little doubt was the 
case before now, a civil government might be re-established 
there, which would afford an asylum to those who were 
forced into a rebellion against their inclination, or had suf- 
fered for not doing so. It would give an opportunity to the 
friends of Great Britain to shew their attachment to the pa- 
rent-state, and might probably in the end forrn so powerful 
a balance, as would be sufficient to restore that country to 
a state of obedience and tranquillity, without the sad neces- 
sity of wading to it through blood and slaughter. 

The Earl of Skelbume perceiving that the Earl of Sand- 
wich declined giving any answer relative to what steps haa 
been taken by administration towards bringing the court of 
Versailles to an eclaircissement, on account of the open coun- 
tenance and secret dssistance which had been given to Ame- 
rica in the course of the present civil war, called oi^ce more 
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on his lordship^ and at the same time insisted he should give 
the House some information rdativc to the state of the navy, 
the number of ships we could fit out upon an emergency, a 
list of those now serving in America, and the force c6lle£ted 
in the French ports. 

The Earl of Sandwich said, he did not think himself per- 
mitted to giv^ th^ explanation required : such an explanation 
would not be prudent at this time. If the intentions of 
France were hostile, it might not be proper, though he be- 
lieved they were not. At all events, he thought such an 
eclaircissement would be highly improper, respedting our home 
defence. As for the force servmg in America, it consisted 
of two ships of the line, ten fifties, and seventy-one frigates 
and anoied vessels, amounting in the whole to eighty-three. 
ships and vessels of war, and 15,000 seamen. 

The Earl of Shelhurne said, he did riot make the requisition 
riow evaded, by way of a personal application. He knew 
his lordsliip too well, and had too thorough a knowledge of 
him, to trouble him on any subje6l on which he should be 
obliged to depend on his word. He called upon him in his 
official charadler, and expefled to be answered. 

The Earl of Sandwich said he could not satisfy his lord- 
ship ; that the question was of too delicate a nature to admit 
of an explanation. Th;it nothing was said in that House 
tjiat did not get out ; that let our force be what it mighty 
we should, from motives of policy, forbear to disclose it, par- 
ticularly when foreign powers were arming, and known to 
be in some degree ot forwardness ; that if we hatl any ene- 
mies, they would be soon made acquainted with our situa- 
tion. — It might be supposed, that people would not be 
wanting; nay, if all other means were denied, the very 
door-keepers might, and must have it in their pow6r to dis- 
close that species of intelligence which it is our business tp 
conceal. 

The Earl of Shelhurne said, he was astonished that any 
man in office in that House, who was responsible to the 
public, and accountable to their lordships, dare, upon so 
important an occasion, trifle with the House, and refuse the 
Tiecessary information, when he at the same time confessed 
it was in his power to satisfy them. — Here a great confusion 
'arose, and a general call for order I order! order ! 

The Duke of Richmond contended, that his noble frrend 
jpvas by no means disorderly ; that as a lord of Parliament, 
Jtittihg ih th^c Hoii^, and called upon fot his iidvice, he 
*^ - had 
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had a right to have the question now put, fully and fairly 
answered. 

The Earl of Sandwich repliedp he was in the judgment of 
the House ; that he was ready^ if the House insisted on it. 
[A cry of No\ no; no,] 

The Earl of Bristol. I think the noble earl Is properly 
justifiable in not answering the question now so warmly 
pressed, unless at the express desire of the House. The House 
do njot wish for any such explanation, in which, I am of opi* 
nioii, they have a£ted very wisely. It would answer no one 
good purpose : I an) certain, taking the fadl either way, it 
might be productive of many bad ones. The noble earl 
preserves every possible confiaence that can be reposed in 
him. r had the honour of sitting with him at the board 
at which his lordship now presides, and can, from my own 
knowledge and experience in my profession and official cha- 
radler, affirm, that no man is capable of discharging the du* 
ties of the important station he now fills with more fidelity 
and ability than his lordship. The noble lord who spoke 
last but one [Lord Shelburne] is very desirous to be ac- 
quainted with the detail of our naval torce at home. I can 
tell his lordsliip, that we have twenty-three ships of the 
line, their complements nearly full, and the ships in a con- 
dition to proceed to sea at a day's notice. I will : tell him 
further, that the present press will furnish us with seamen 
sufficient to man the ships going to be put into commission ; 
that we may have foitv sail of the line ready for sea by the 
first of March ; nay, t may venture farther, and assure the 
House, that they will be ready early in February. From 
which I am fairly authorised to draw this clear dedufiioo, 
and which, will be partly an answer to the. question put early 
in the debate by the noble duke in the blue ribbon [Duke 

.of Grafton]; the other Doble duke who enlarged the ques- 
tion, [Duke of Richmond], and by the noble lord, [Lord 
Shelburne] whom I last mentioned ; and it is this ; that the 
guard>hipsare 7i full match for any naval armament now ready 
m the French and Spanish harbours, and that the additional 
armament proposed to be fitted out, will -give us such a fleet, 
as the whole combined force of France and Spain will not, 
by the time I have first stated, be able to cope with* 

The same noble \ovA has passed great encomiums on the 

■ chief magistrate of the city of Loudon, for what his lord- 
ship is pleased to term, that inagistrateVspirited'^and com- 
mendable condwSl. He has, he say^, refused to back the 
press-warrants. Now, for my part, I entertain a very dif- 
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fcrcnt opinion* of the worthy magistrate's condufl ; and so 
far from being a popular step, I trust it will meet with that 
degree of public disapprobation it justly merits. The noble 
lord himself looks upon a war with France and Spain to be 
inevitable : we may presume, that his lordship and his 
favourite magistrate, unite in opinion. How then are we 
to interpret the condudl of one, or the approbation of the 
other ? They must know, that though the strength and secu- 
rity of the island is known to depend upon our navy, that 
without seamen, ships are of no service, and (Jiat on emergen- 
cies, such as the present, we are always obliged to have re- 
course ta a press ; yet what must we think of those who, at 
so critical and alarming a crisis, would sooner sacrifice, not 
only the interests, but hazard the very existence of the na- 
tion, to party views and personal resentments. The noble 
lord supposes, that the absence of the greater part of our 
frigates on the other side of the Atlantic, is at present a 
very dangerous circumstance, if any adlual sudden opera- 
tions were intended to be carried into execution. That, 
however, is not the case ; nothing of the kind is expefled : 
but even if it were, we have several frigates at home, fit for 
service, and several others that could be easily made ready for 
sea at a short notice ; besides, if things should take a more 
Sjerious and decisive turn, we could order home a suflScient 
number from America. Without sending for them, now 
that the landings are efiefled, there will be no occasion for 
such a number to be kept in America; consequently several 
of them will return to Britain. My lords, I have spent the 
greatest part of my life in the naval service, and mean to de- 
dicate the remainder to my profession, if circumstances should 
make it necessary. I know that things wear a suspicious ap- 
pearance; but I know likewise that we are, as the iK)ble 
earl hais more than once assured your lordships this night, 
prepared for the worst. The British navy has always hither- 
to been invincible, and I trust ever will. Whatever cha- 
raAer I have obtained in the service, either as an official or 
a professional man, I am ready to stake it, that we will be 
. more than a match for our enemies, taking the question of a 
rupture at the present, or at any more remote period. I am, 
my lords, thoroughly convinced of the truth of what I now 
advance ; and, as the best proof, both of my own conviiiion 
and of my readiness to support those sentiments, am ready to 
take any command which if may be thought proper to cn- 
ttust me with. I will never serve in any other charafter but 
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that which I have been accustomed to from my earliest 
youth. I would decline any other were it offered to me, 
while I would cheerfully execute any commands which might 
be laid upon me in the way of my profession. 

The amendment being negatived, was entered a$ a pro- 
test, of which the following is a true copy. 
Amendment proposed to be made to the motion for an ad* 
dress on his Majesty's speech. 

To assure his Majesty, that, animated with the most ear- 
nest and sincere zeal for his true interest, and the real glory 
of his reign, wc behold with inexpressible concern the minds 
of a very large and lately loyal and affedlionate p^rt of his 
people entirely alienated from his government. Nor caa 
We conceive, that such an event as the disaffe£^ion and re- 
volt of a ivhoU people could have taken place, without some 
considerable errors in the conduit observed towards them. 

These erroneous measures, we conceive, are to be im- 
puted to ;i w^t of sufficif^nt information being laid before 
Parliamffnt, and to too large a degree of confidence being re- 
posed in those ministers, who from their duty were obliged, 
and from their official situation were best enabled, to know 
the temper and disposition of his Majesy's American sub* 
jeils, and were therefore presumed most capable of pointing 
out such measures as might produce the most salutary effect. 
Hence tlie schemes which were formed for the redudion and 
chastisement of a supposed inconsiderable party of fafllous men, 
have driven thirteen large provinces to despair. Every a6L 
which has been proposed as a means of procuring peace ana 
submission, has become a new cause of war and revolt j and 
we now find ourselves almost inextricably involved in a 
bloody and expensive civil war ; which, besides exhausting 
at present the strcngthof all his Majesty*s dominions, exposing 
our allies to the designs of their and our enemies, and 
leaving this kingdom in a most perilous situation, threatens 
in its issue the most deplorable calamities to the whole British 
race. 

We cannot avoid lamenting, that in consequence of the 
credit afforded to the representations of ministers, no hearing 
has been given to the reiterated complaints and petitions of 
the colonies ; neither has any ground been laid for removing 
the original cause of these unhappy differences^ which took their 
rise from . questions relative to parliamentary proceeding, 
and can be settled only by parliamentary autliority. By 
this fatal omission, the commissioners nominated for the appa« 
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rent purpose of making peace, were furnished with no legal 
power but those of giving or with-holding pardons at their 
pleasure, and of relaxing the severities of a single penal adl of 
parliament, leaving the whole foundation of this unhappy contro- 
versy just as it stood at the beginning. 

To represent to his Majesty, tliat in addition to this ncg- 
left, when, in the beginning of the last session, his Majesty, 
in his gracious speech to both Houses of Parliament, had 
declared his resolution of sending out commissioners for the 
purposes therein expressed, as speedily as possible; no such comr 
missioners were sent until near seven months afterwards, and 
until the nation was alarmed by the evacuation of tBc only 
town then held for his Majesty in the thirteen united colo- 
nies. By this delay, afts of the most critical nature, the 
efFeft of which must as much depend on the power of imme- 
diately relaxing them on submission, as in enforcing them 
upon disobedience, had only an operation to Inflame and^ ex- 
asperate. But if anv colony, town, or place, had been in-r 
duced to submit by the operation of the terrors of these adJs, 
there were none in the place^ of power to restore the people so 
submitting to the common rights of subjeftion. The u)ha- 
bitanrs of the colonies, apprized that they weie put out of 
the prote6lion of government, and seeing no means provided 
for their entering into it, were furnished with reasons, but 
too colourable, for breaking oflP their dependency on the 
crown of this kingdom. 

To assure his Majesty, that, removing our confidence 
from those who in so many instances have grossly abused it, 
we shall endeavour to restore to Parliament the confidence of 
all his people. 

To this end it may be advisable to make a more minute 
inquiry into the grievances of the colonies, as well as into 
the condudl of ministers with regard to them. We may 
think it proper particularly to inquire, how it has happened, 
that the commerce of this kingdom has been left exposed to the re- 
prisals of the colonies^ at the very time when their seamen and 
fishermen, being indiscriminately prohibited from- the peace- 
'able exercise of their occupations, and declared open ene- 
mies, must be expefted, with a certain assurance, to betake 
themselves to plunder, and to wreak their revenge on the com- 
merce of Great Britain. 

That we understand, that amidst the many disasters and 
disgraces which have attended on his Majesty's arms in 
many paits of America, an advantage has been gained by 

his 
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by his Majesty's British foreign mercenary forces in the 
proyijice of New York. That if a wisey moderate^ andfro^ 
vidcnt use be made of their advantage ^ it is not improbable that 
happy effciSs may result from that use. And we assure hi» 
Majesty, that nothing shall be wanting on our part, to ena- 
ble his Majesty to take full advantage of any dispositions 
to reconciliation, which may be the consequence of the mi- 
series of war, by laying down, on our part, real per-^ 
mancnt grounds of conne6lion l^twcen Great Britain and 
tlie colonies, on principles t)/ liberty ^ and terms of mutual ad-- 
vantage, 

, That whilst we lament this effusion of English blood, 
(which we hope has not been greater, or other than necessity 
required, and honour justified) we should most heartily con- 
gratulate his Majesty on any event leading to the great de* 
§irable end of settling a peace, which might promise to last, 
by the restoration of the ancient aflfeQion which has happily 
subsisted in former times between this kingdom and its co- 
lonies : any other would necessarily require, even in casie of 
a total conquest, an army to niaiatain, ruinous to tho 
finances, and incompatible with the freedom of his Majcsty'$ 
people. We should look with the utmost shame and. horror 
on any events, of what nature soever, that should tend tQ 
break the spirit of any large part of the British nation, to 
bow them to an abjedl unconditional submission to any power 
whatsoever, to annihilate their liberties, and to subdue them 
to servile principles, and passive habits, by tjic mere force of 
foreign mercenary arms. Because, amidst the excesses and 
;ibuses which have happened, we must rcspecSt the spirit and 
principles operating in these commotions. Our wish is, to 
regulate, not to destroy them. For though, differing i|| 
some circumstances, those \Qry principles evidently bear so 
cxadt an analogy with those which support the most valuable 
part of our own constitution, that it is impossible, with any 
appearance of justice, to think of wholly extirpating 

THEM BY THE SWORD IN ANY PART OF HIS MAJESTY'S 
DOMINIONS, WITHOUT ADMITTING CONSEQUENCES, 
AND ESTABLISHING PRECEDENTS, THE MOST DANGB^ 
JLOUS TO THE LIBERTIES OF THIS KINGDOM. 

The question was put, Whether these words shall stand 
part of the motion ? 

It was resolved* in the negative. 

Contents - - - - - -^6 -^ a6 

Not Contents - ^ -. . •• 82 1 
Proxies .---.-• 9 J ^^ 

Disscpidenf. 
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Dissentient. 
Manchester. Rockingham. De Ferrars. 
l^oRTLAND. King. Effingham. 

RicHivfoND. Craven. Abergavenny. 

Scarborough. Fitzwilltam. Ponsonby. 
Devonshire. Abingdon. 

November i. 

Address presented. 
The humble Address of the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, in Parliament assembled. 
Most Gracious Sovereign^ 

W E, your Majesty^s most • dutiful and loyal subjedb, the 
lords spiritual and temporal, in Parliament assembled, beg 
leave to return your Majesty our humble thanks for your most 
gracious speech from the throne. 

It is with the truest satisfaction we congratulate your Ma- 
jesty on the success of your arms in the province of New 
York, the recovery of Canada, and the fair prospedl of de- 
cisive good consequences which, under the blessing of Di- 
vine Providence, is now opened by the firmness of your Ma- 
jesty's councils, the valour and good condudt of your Ma- 
jesty's oflScers and forces by sea and land, and by the zeal 
and bravery of the auxiliary troops in your Majesty's ser« 
vice. • 

We beg leave to assure your Majesty, that nothing ^ould 
have given us equal happiness to the having been inform-* 
ed by your M^esty, at the opening of this session, that 
the troubles, which have so long distrafled North America* 
had been at an end ; that your Majesty's unhappy people in 
those provinces had recovered from their delusion, and, 
awakened by a due sense of their misfortunes and misdoings, 
had delivered themselves from the oppression of their leaders, 
and were returned to their duty. While wc lament that 
your Majesty's humane and merciful intentions have been 
frustratea by the neglefil shewn to the means of conciliation 
notified under the authority of your Majesty's royal com- 
mission, we feel the strongest indignation at the insolent 
manner in which they were rejeiled ; and we want words to 
express our abhorrence of the desperate spirit of those over- 
bearing men, who with an insatiable thirst of power and do- 
minion, which has uniformly aSuated all their proceedings, 
have now renounced allegiance to the Crown, and all politi- 
cal connet^ion with Great Britain ; and, with an arrogance 
equal to the enormity of the attempt, lest a doubt of their 

" ' real 
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real (lesigns should remain on the breast of any person what- 
ever, have set up their rebellious confederacies for independent 
states. We are fully aware of the mischief which would 
accrue from the success of this treason to your Majesty's loyal 
colonies, to the commerce of this nation, and more remotely 
indeed, but not less certainly, to the system of Europe, and 
to every state upon the continent of Europe possessed of dis« 
tant colonies. 

Wc refledl with pleasure on the solid advantage which wiH 
be derived from the objeA of the rebels being openly avowed 
and clearly understood, the unanimity which will prevail at 
home, founded in a convidlion of the justice and necessity of, 
your Majesty's measures. Inspired with the same zeal for 
the cause of our country, which animates the kingdom at 
large, we will steadily support your Majesty in the vindica- 
tion of the honour of yoiTr crown, and the just rights of 
Parliament, and will cheerfully concur in making the neces- 
sary provisions for those great purposes. 

The assurances of amity, which your Majesty continues 
to receive from the several courts of Europe, aflFord us great 
saiisfadtion ; we entertain the most graceful sense of the en- 
deavours which your Majesty is exerting to conciliate the un- 
happy differences between two neighbouring powers ; and wc 
trust that, by your Majesty's auspicious endeavours, these 
misunderstandings will be removed, and Europe continue to 
enjoy the inestimable blessings of peace. Permit us, Sir, at 
the same time, to return your Majesty our ddtiful thanks for 
your provident attenticJn in guarding against any events which 
may arise out of the present situation of affairs, by keeping 
us in a respedlable state of defence at home. 

With hearts full of duty and gratitude, we acknowledge 
the happiness which, under your Majesty's mild government, 
is extended to every part of the British empire ; of which 
the late flourishing state of the revolted provinces, their num- 
bers, their wealth, their strength by sea and land, which they 
think sufficient to enable them to make head against the whole 
power of the mother country, shew that they have abundantly 
participated. And we earnestly hope, that your Majesty's 
paternal objeft of restoring your liistrailed colonies to the 
happy condition from which, by their own miscondudt, diey 
are wretchedly fallen, will be speedily attained. 
tlis Majesty s most gracious Answer. 
My Lords, ^ ' 

I return you my thanks for this datiful and afFedionate ad« 
dress. It 



|;6 PARLIAMENTARY A. 177^ 

It IS with tlie greatest pleasure I observe the satisfaftion 
which the success of my arms against the rebels in North 
America has given to all my loving subjefls. That v^hich 
you express is highly acceptable to me. 

The preservation of the public tranquillity ; the happiness 
of all my people ; and the maintenance of our most cxcelleat 
constitution, are the invariable objefls of myheart, * 
Adjourmrd to November 4. 

November 4. 
King's answer reported. 

November ^. 
Anniversary of the gunpowder plot. 

November 6. 
Private business, 

November 7. 
Nothing done. Adjourned to November n. 

November ii, 12, 1 3. 
Private business. Adjourned to November 18. 

November i8, * 
Private business. 

The Earl of Marchmont said, he had observed, with some 

concern, the business of Parliament postponed in the early 

parr of the sessions ; in the winter time little done, and little 

to do ; every thing put oiF from time to time, till the spring 

or summei , when every thing comes together ; what wiih bills 

from the other Hpuse, wluit with reports from the judges, 

what with national affairs, what with appeals, and what with 

private applications, all the business was crowded into a few 

weeks of the summer, to the very great inconvenience of the 

^ peers attending the business, and to the no great benefit of the 

, public. He therefore moved, " that no report of the judges^ 

or private petitions, should be received after the 27th of March 

'next, during the present session ;" which was agreed to. 

November 19. 

No debate. 

November 20. 
Bills passed. Adjourned to November 25. 

November 25. 
Private business. 

November 26, 27, 28, 29. 
No debate. Adjourned to December 2. 

December 2. 
Bills passed. Adjourned to December 13. 

Decembet 13. 
Day appointed for a general fast. Adjourned to Janiis^ 
23» 1777- Januarj 
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January ±'i, 1777. 
Private business. Adjourned to the 27th. 
January 2J. 



The same. 
The same. 
No debate. 



January 28. 
January 29. 



January 30. 

Decollation of Charles 1. 

January 31. 

No debate. Adjourned to February 3. 
February 3. 

Private business. Adjourned to the 6th f 
February 6. 

Priv^ite business. 

February 7. 

The same. Adjourned to the lUh. 
February IX. 

In committee on the bill, (from the Commons) giving 
J>oWier to the lords of the admiralty to. grant letters of 
marque, or commissions, for taking and seizing all ships 
and vessels belonging to the Atnerican colonies, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned; 

The Earl of Marchmont objefled to the word marque^ as 
applying more properly against an alien enemy, and proposed* 
that the title of the bill be changed, and that wherever the 
word marque stood rn the bill, in its original state, the word 
permission be substituted instead. . 

Earl of Sandwich said, the matter now urged was of so 
little consequence in itself, the word permission or marqut; 
being perfectly indifferent to liim j. yet he was to learn, what 
real or efficient distin<Stion there was between the two. The 
idea, he believed, which prevailed in the other' House, was 
simply this : the lord hioh admiral of Great Britain, or the 
commissioners appointed to execute that office, have at all 
times, ds a matter inherent to their office, and competent to 
the due exercise of it, a right to issue, letters of masque ami 
reprisals, by way of general or particular indemnification* 
This inherent power has often been exercised. It was epcer^ 
cised before the Spanish war, that is, before war was an- 
hounced, and hostilities formally declared. The admiralty 
board issued letters of marque and reprisal against all ships 
and vessels, -the property, or belonging to tHe subjedls of 
• * ^ Spain. 
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Spain. The board, however, found themselves in a new 
situation, at the breaking out of the disputes with America ; 
those letters had been always issued against foreign or alien 
enemies ; the board constquently applied to Parliament for 
^eir assistance and advice ; the consequence of which was, 
the bill now before their lordships. For his part, therefore, 
he was very indifferent which word stood ; but unless some 
substantial reason was offered, he always understood it to be 
a rule of Parliament, never to alter a bill, because it gave 
trouble to no purpose. 

Earl of Alarchmont allowed, that the situation was new, 
and the distindlion made very fairly and satisfadlorily by the 
noble earl : but still, he wished that the bill might bi worded 
in such a manner, as to remove all possibility of objeftion^ 
and since it was substantially the same, he thought it might 
as well stand so, as to remove any doubt that the present oill 
meant to authorize a naval war, to be made against bur 
American subje<%, as against alien enemies. The aniend- 
ment was agreed to. Adjourned to the 14th. 

February 14. 
The letter of marque bill reponed, and the amendment 
agreed to by the House. Adjourned to the 17th. 

February 17, 



Private business* 
The same. 
The same. 



February 18. 
February 19. 



February 20. 

Second reading of the bill (from the Commons) to sus- 
pend the habeas corpus law, &c. 

The Earl of Coventry asked, whether it was understood or 
intended, that without proof positively made, of a person 
being out of the realm, he would be liable to be apprehended 
on suspicion, and committed to prison during the continu* 
ance or operation of this adt ; or whether the party charged 
on suspicion may not, before commitment, be at liberty to 
exhibit proofs before a magistrate, of his innocence, or ot his 
being within the realm at tlie time laid in the informations 
or grounds of suspicion. 

Earl of Suffolk said, it was not the design of the framers 
of the bill to punish any innocent person whatever ; that it 
was brought in as a measure of government to punish the 
guilty; that| however, it would be very impolitic, in his 

opihioo^ 
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opinion, to permit the friends and abettors of the rebellion 
in America to be at large, and at liberty to do mischieff 
without a possibility of preventing it. If the bill now read 
would admit of any such constru£lion, for Iiis part, he would 
be one of the first for supplying that defedl. He supposed 
the grounds of suspicion necessary to apprehend, were meant 
to be such as would apparently and equitably justify such 
apprehension, and no other. He was certain .such was the 
intention of administration ; and he was also certain no 
other power was sought but what might be supported on ne- 
cessity, blended and tempered with justice. 

The Lord Chancellor^ to the question put by the noble 
carl who spoke first, said, to be sure, if proper fadts were 
stated and authenticated before the magistrate, to prove the 
innocence of the person charged or suspected, it would be a 
good cause not to commit. Law and justice required such 
an interpretation. It would, in his opinion, be competent 
to the magistrate to inquire into, and decide on the proofs, 
on either hand ; and he recolle£bed, he was one among a 
majority of his brethren, who determined in favour of the 
power of the magistrate to examine into and determine upon 
the degree of credibility the charge on ground of suspiciou 
may be entitled to. 

The bill was committed. 

February 44. 

In committee on the suspension bill. No amendment wa? 
made. The bill was immediately reported, and read a third 
time. 

Resolved, that the bill do pass. 
Dissentient^ 

First, Because I look upon this bill,' not only as a part of that 
system of colohy government, so inimical to civil liberty, so re- 
pugnant to the first and fundatnental princ!|:Jes of the consti- 
tution, so ruinous in its measures, so shocking to humanity, 
and so averse from that now exploded virtue of universal l>e- 
nevolence ; but because I see herein that system coming home, 
to ourselves, and with hasty steps pointing its dangers, even 
towards the heart. of the kingdom. 

Secondly, Because the bill itself is attended with powers 
subversive of, ahd unknown to, the laws of the land, by appre- 
hending persons, it may be, on groundless suspicion ; by im- 
prisoning perhaps the innocent, without the usual and necesr 
sary form of a single oath ; and not too in the common jail of 

the. 
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the county, but in whatever part of thq reahn, be it ever so 
distant* tliat persecution shall think fit to adopt. 

Thirdly, Because, although the rider wiiich has been 
added by the other House, does in some degree abate the 
rigour of this harsh and alarming bill, yet it does not suffi- 
ciently provide for the security of his Majesty's loyal subjedls, 
the inhabitants of the West India islands, falling under its 
baneful operation; nay, even Ihy individual of this country, 
who shall venture on the high seas, if only to make the tour 
of the Hebrides, may become the objedt of suspicion, and the 
victim of vengeance. 

Lastly, Because the hour is come, if from motives of policy 
only, that coercion to lenity should give way. 

(Signed) Abingdon. 

February 25. 



Private business. 
The same. 
TThe same. 



Fehruary 26. 
February 27. 



February 28. 

The same. — Adjourned to March ^d. 

''March 3. ' 

Bills passed by commission. — Adjourned to the 5th. 
March 5. 

Report of a private bill, called Jackson's Estate bill; which 
cccasioned a debate : but in order to state the ground ' of il 
Intelligibly, it will not be improper to give a brief account of 
the general nature of estate bills. The current idea on which 
they are framed, is cither for relief or convenience. Tlie for- 
mer ground is, when a tenant for life, and the remainder man, 
from embarrassed oircumstances, or motives for mutual 
benefit, enter into agreements for the sale of the settled estates. 
This, thougli supported by law, is produdlive of great abiise. 
and much hardship ; either from the remainder man parting 
withTiis interest considerably under the real value, or barring 
the entail, and cutting off the interest of the next in remainr 
der ; which, ta be sure, is a clear specific legal right, and 
may be disposed of, in many instances, without the aid of 
an a£l of Parlifiment. The more general and diredl mis- 
chief is, where tenants for life, on various pretences, coaip 
to Parliament, to enable them to sell part of their estate^^ 
settled oh tlieir own issue, and limited to their brothers, -sis- 
iers^ Sec, The reasons on which those applications are made. 
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are various; but die sup^sed terms on which they are re- 
ceived, are always to purchase estates of equal value, to be 
enjoyed, and descend to the person in rernainder. Those 
applications are always referred to the judges, v^rho examine 
witnesses to* the truth of the allegations set forth in the peti- 
tions, and report accordingly ; but when the persons exa- 
mined to the fadts are only witnesses ex parte, it may be fair-^ 
-ly presumed, that the controhin the first instance lodged in 
the judges, however ably or faithfully exercised, falls very 
short of what may be rationally expedled from it on a tran- 
sient view. 

The evils arising from this mode of qualifying the rigotirs 
of the common law, was early and severely felt, so early in- 
deed as in the reign of Charles the First, and after the Re- 
storation, to give birth to several orders by the House of 
Lords, where those bills usually originate, to prevent the 
frauds and injustice frequently done to the remainder man. 

One positive order was at length established, that the value 
of the estate sold should be invested in the purchase of estates^ 
of equal value, and limited to the same uses* 

So matters rested till the year 1705, in the chancellorship 
of the celebrated Lord Somers ; when, on strong representa- 
tions of the innumerable inconveoiencies arising from the 
order, where other lands could not be procured immediately^ 
his lordship proposed to amend the order, by allowing the 
tenant for life to. lodge the money in the Bank, till a suitable 
purchase could be had, to invest the purchase-money in land. 
From that time down, the standing order was dispensed with ; 
and when no other obstacle stood in the way, applications of 
this nature from tenants for life were usually complied with 
as matters of course. 

When the report on Jackson's estate bill was moved, 

The Earl of Marchmont enumerated a variety of instances^ 
in which that House was liable to be misled, and the injus- 
tice, in consequence of such imposition, they might be in- 
duced to commit : his lordship was therefore against receiv- 
ing the present report, not as specifically pointed against this 
bill, but as the first step to a refusal of every application of 
a similar nature, till the standing order was revised, put upon 
a proper and equitable footings and after such revisal or cor* 
r^idn, rigorously and pun£tually enforced. 

Earl of Sandwich was for agreeing with the present report; 
and if the general mischiefs stated by the noble earl, upon 
'inquiry, were found to be true, he was very willing, he said. 

Vol. Vi. Y ^<^ 
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to assist in framing: any order which might pmn^ise to be the 
m^ns of putting a stop tn them ; but as to the present case, 
before their lordships, when the petitioners had taken all the. 
nccessaiy steps known or Imagined, at the time they applied, 
he thought that a desire of doing general justice,' if carried- 
to the length the noble carl seemed desirous of, would in fa<Sl 
be partial injustice- 
Lord Sondes declared himself of the same opinion. He 
said, that no harm could -possibly be done to the reniarnder 
man; that the money, when deposited by the hands of the 
accompiant-general in the Bank, bore interest ; that the re- 
mainder m^n had no claim, but for a fair equitable value ; 
and that, if fraudulent means were practised to defeat the* 
obje(f!b of such bills, it was impossible to prevent them by any 
order whatevci* ; which came substantially to this, that the 
order should continue to be dispensed with in the usual man- 
ner, or no more applications of this kind be received or com- 
plied with. He added, besides, that he by no means thought 
it a fair or conchtsive mode of arguing, to obje£l on general 
grounds of mischief and abuse, witteut supporting those, 
geheral obje£tions, in particular cases, to shew they were well 
fotuided. 

The Lord Chancellor came down from the woolsack, and 
observed, that the qaestion, without going into detail, might 
be well taken in two points of view } first, ^ to what had 
been argued ty the noble earl who originally started tlie 
sttbjeft ; and secondly^ as to the standing order. The noble 
earl who supposed that interest accrued from the money 
lodged in the hands of the accomptam-general, to be by 
bim deposited in the Bank, was, he begged leave to acquaint 
the House, misinformed, for it was merely a deposit^ from 
which IK) benefit v^as derived ; so that let the sale of aq estate 
-be conduced ever so equitably, the money lay in the B^nk 
totally useless, till a purchase of other lands was made in lieot 
of those soH. In his opinion, tlierefore, the standing order 
under which the House now a£led, though ever so religiously 
cotnplied with, did not come up to his i(ka, because it locked 
up the money from the original seller, till he could make a 
purchase. On this ground, he thought the order ought to be 
extended ; and as a means of compelling the seller to invest 
the money in lands, that the accomptant-general should 1^ 
empowered to vest the money in three per cents, and that the 
interest should accrue till such purchase coukl be had, for the 
benefit of the remainder man. It wodd, in the first pIaco» 

o\jerate 
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operate as a spur to the tenant for life to. purchase as soon 
as possible, and be in some degree an equivalent for the possi- 
ble loss which might arise on the fall of stocks. Here his( 
lordsliip descanted on the comparative, value of property 
invested irt the fdnds and in lands. He observed, tluit lanq 
\vas in a progressive state of increase of value ; while the 
funds, in an inverse mtio^ were on thp decrease, which hp 
took for granted,, from some recent fluiftuation in the stocks. 
For these reasons, he was for putting a negative on the report 
now offered to be made, ^nd for taking; the standing order 
into consideration on a future day. 
Agreed to. Adjourned to th<? 7th; 

Adanh 7, 
Private business. Adjourned to the iplh* 

March 10. 
*rhe same. .. 

March II. 
The same.. 

March 12. 
The same* Adjourned to the i4tbi 

March 14. 
The same. Adjourned to the i8th. 

March 18. 
Lord Dudley presented a petition from the persons, con^* 
cerncd in the estate, praying, that they might have time to 
sliew to.the House that they had no intention to mislead or 
impose upon the House,, and to shew th^t the fa6ts stated 
were well founded,. &c. Ordered to lie upon the tabic. 

The order of the day, to revi$e the standing order, wa^ 
read ; the House went into a committee \ Lord Scarsdale in 
the chair. 

The Earl of Mitrchmont sai4» that the matter about tp 
be taken into consideration . was of singular importance ; 
it w^s nearly po|ine£t^ with the landed property of thp 
^yhole kingdom. H^ had long observed the. shameful abuses 
Avhich had been permitted, and had gr^ually crept into this 
mode of defeating the remainder man, or the person to 
M^hpm the estate w^s to descend. He then gave a history 
of the orders lie s^i^, it was a variation, of the order m^dp 
in the y^ar -1.70^, ip thp chai;iceUorship of Lord Somers. 
T\\2ii great lawyer, and able stfitesmsifi was [daily witness to 
the injustice committeid by the. tenants for life, and t^iose tied 
do^n by strii^t setdqnfienr. Heolpserved, th^t they came to 
F^lianaefit, under iiajrious pretences, fpr leave tg. sell tt^r 
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settled estates, and shamefully evaded, in numerons instances, 
ever performing the cohdicic>ns on which they obtained snch 
permissions. Such being the case in the year above men- 
tioned, be submitted his ideas to the House on the subjefl ; 
the consequence of which was, that the House made the 
standing order. No. lOO, which expressly provided, that no 
bill tor the sale of a settled estate should be reported from the 
Coitliliittee, till estates of an equal value in land was pur- 
chased, in lieu of those sold to be settled by the same uses, 
finless "Sufficient reasons were shewn at the same time, that 
such a purchase could not be then had. This condition 
opened a door for evasfon ; the power being lodged in the 
committee, applications were constantly made, and pretences 
set up, to evade it ; family distress, and a thousand apolo- 
gies, flowing from the same source, were pleaded, to the 
manifest injury of the remainder juan. This evil grew to an 
enormous height, till about the year 1762, when tne present 
standing order was proposed by one of the first law authori- 
ties this country ever beheld, who amended the standing or- 
der of the year 1705, by compelling the person who applied 
for liberty to sell, to lodge the money in the Bank till ano- 
ther landed estate of equal value could be found and purchased. 
So matters rested till about the year 176*^ or 1769, when an 
application was made by a member of the other House ; his 
case being singularly seve^e, the order was dispensed v^ith in 
his favour ; and from thence to the present time, the interest 
of the remainder man has been totally negleded ; all that 
was sought, was just a decent pretence to dispense with it ; 
and thus Parliament, under the idea of law and justice,^ have 
been employed in adVs of the utmost injustice. Several ob- 
jeftions hau been made to the order of the year 1705, rela- 
tive to the impossibility of procuring a landed estate at the 
time, and the great hardships that must happen, if no per- 
son should be admitted to sell till he had previously agreed 
for a purchase; and a learned and noble- lord near him 
[Lord Chancellor] had proposed to lodge the money in the 
hands of the accomptant-general of the court of chancery, 
to be by him placed out in the three ^rr cents, in like manner 
as that of th^ suitors of the said court, to accumulate for the 
benefit of thfe, person entitled to the reversion, or contingent 
remainder. This wai plausible, and certainly every wav 
snore eligible than letting it fie useless to the parties ; but stilf, 
all property 'in the funds beidg liable to fludluation and loss, 
be did not approve of any security short of landed property. 
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If it was the opinion, however, of the noble and learned 
lord, and tlie House, that that mode was better than lodging 
the money in the Bank, where no intqrest« would accrue, he 
had no objection ; and should move an am^ildcnent to leave 
out certain words hi the order, and insert instead thereof^ 
*^ to be placed out in like manner by the bands of the 
accomptant-general, pursuant to an a£l of the I2th of 
George I. chap. 32." 

The Lord C/iancelior said, whatever opinion he might have; 
first entertained on the subje6t, he doubted whether the 
amendment now proposed would answer any one substantial 
good purpose. The grounds pf application for leave to selU 
always supposed an immediate intention to purchase an estate 
of equal value, as soon as such a purchase could be prpci^red; 
If, tlien, the present amendment was to take place, it vvqulq 
be productive of great trouble, and probably ,ao sm^U share 
of confusion. The tenant for life might meet wjth 3 purphase 
in six months after he parted with the settled estate, or in a 
shorter period ; here there would be the expence attending 
the purchasing in and selling out the three per cents, and the 
risk of loss, &c. Besides, while the money was lying use-r 
less in the Bank, it would operate as a spur on the ten^n^ f^T 
life, and urge him to lay out the money in an estate in lan4, 
by which he must profit, and take it out of the fvmds, where 
he could not, and be a general motive for him to procure a 
landed puichase, before be applied to Parliament for permisr- 
sion to sell. 

Lord Sondes said, thaf the standing order was always dis^ 
pensqd with, as long as he renicniber^d any thing of Parlia^ 
ment ; that there were twenty-two bills of a similar nature 
now before the House \ that the parries had been put to a 
considerable expence; though, in future, the standing order 
should be rigorously adhered to, it would be a very grea^t 
hardship for those who came to Parliament , on the faith of 
its generfd dispensation of the order, not only to be 4is?p- 
pointed, but be obliged to sit down at a very heavy Joss, He 
spo)ce in particular of au annuitant who had jeleased the te^- 
nant for life, under an opinion that one of the Kills would 
pass in course, and now was left without any possible relief 
wliatever. 

Earl of Marchmont observed in reply, that nothing was more 
frequently pradtised, than setting up such pretences, to pre- 
vail on ^lie committees (o dispense vyith the order; that, the 
tenant for iifip engage4 in tral^s^<ftionsJ hy wl^ich innocent 

Y 3 ^ea- 
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|)c6ple tnigTit be affeaed, arid thtn the situation in which in- 
nocent persons stood, was triade a pica for adls of the most 
hotorteus injitstice. His lordship added, that King' Charies 
the Secohd'had rifccri' notice of the mischief now complained 
of, in one of his'spedchesto Parliament ; and read ihe pas- 
]jagc, as quoted by L'6rd Clarendon, in which that Monarch 
iays, It is yi^ell if -pdstferity 'will not have Tcason to lament 
that. P?irliament have hroke into family settlements, and reti- 
clefed the landed property of the kingdom precarious ; or 
V,ordsr to that eflfeft. 

' Earl of Mansfield concluded the debate. He said, it would 
be iA^ossible for any thing the House couhi do, to' hind it in 
frituit, To-moricfw, or the next,' or the third day, it would 
be coVhpetent • to their lordships 'to dispense with this. Or 
any o^Hbrof their own standing orders ; a standing order im- 
portecf no mtn^e than a rule, which' is lio longer binding than 
3t shall be ' fb6nd convenient and necessary j but hetrhsted, 
that every nofcie Idrd prtscnt, as their lofdships seemed t6 
be almost unanimous, would sigftfe 'and consent to abide in 
future by whatever should -be now determined. His lord- 
Ship then poiiTted out the extent aind^enormity of the rhischief, 
and the necessity there existed of ctitting it up by the very roots. 
He said, that one gentleman came to have his estate . rettdered 
tnore rouiid and compafl ; another to have it all in the same 
bounty ; a third to mcreasc his rental, or extend his demesne. 
"Family incnrribrances, and personal rnisfortunes, -wcre'plead- 
ed ; even the fojly ana. extravagance of both. The distrtt«is 
"of the remainder nian, or tenant? for We, were urged as mo- 
"tives, ^yhateve^ the =tnotives mi^htbe; according as circum- 
'itanccs created plafusiW groijnds for applications ; foramoBg 
so niany, riierc mu^ he now and then some cbgcnt one5. 
His lordship was totatt^ against relaxmg the order, *or*dis- 
.pcnsing wifli it 'in futui%, upon any pretence or rbal cdnsi- 
'deration. If ^as a feddnd maxim' ill law arid pblirics,'that 
"partial e^^il nVirst be • suffered, ' in oi^der to bbtahi uniVefskl 
'good. Law and jtistice were hot to be departed fromi f6r 
the advantage 'or* priviite conirenittice; of al few, and to the 
imischief, and'pethaps undoing of thotisaridsyetunborn. The 
law was a comrn6n'prbte£lion,'bo'th to the tfttSmtfbr life, 
and the remainder man; to secure (o one the ben^t of his 
'life-rent, to the' cfrher that of his'feVifrsion. It \^as Intended 
to protefil the child who had ne^^er'isefen the light, as wellds 
the living father, knd* could pydpfetly consi^r' neither bf 
them, but as* they were cmitlcd'to' certain rights. It hrid 

ftc- 
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frequently been the custom, and in none more duajthe pre* 
sent instance, to come to Parliament to qffeS that injusticet 
which a due execution of ^the law would not admit. He al* 
•vi^ays disapproved of the interference of the legislature, un- 
less it was evident that no possible evil coold flow irpm such 
•interference: experience had already ^hewn that was not 
the case in the present instance. He therefore begged leave 
to remind their lordships, that if they intended to support 
their standing order now, they would be virtually bound not 
to dispense with it in any possible given case whatever that 
might liereafeer come before them. 

7-he motion was then put on 'Lord Marchmont's amend- 
ment, which was reje<^ed. The same was reportod, and 
'^finaUy agreed to ; and the standing order> No. 1269 ordered 
to be rigorously adhered to. 

-Private business. 

March 20. 

The same. 

March a\. 

The same. Adjourned- to the 24th» 
March 2^. 

The Hoose in committee on the bill (from the Commons) 
to. restrain the sale of life annuities^ 

The Earl of Abingdon said. 

My lords, I do not rise to discuss the legal points of this 
bill ; that I must leave to the learned law-lords, whose 
business it more immediately is, ajid who, J am persuadedf 
will not be deficient therein; hut I rise, my lonis, to say 
one word as tp the unconstitutional tendency of it. What- 
. ever lodes towards any innovation in the constitution of tlxis 
country, will always rouse my opposition thereto. On this 
ground, this bill strikes me very foicibly. In the first place. 
It is not calculated for the genius of a free nation, who claim 
and exercise the- liberty of using their own property as they 
please. This bill is a restraint upon that liberty; besides, 
our laws lay no restridlions upon economical prudence; and 
in a commercial state, such as this is, it is not fitting that 
they should. In an arbitrary country,' such a Kill might pas^ ; 
but, my lords, this bill is carried- beyond what matters of 
this nature are carried even in arbitrary countries. In 
•France, if a man wastes his estate to the injury of his. family, 
before he arrives to the age of thirty, his person, by kure\de 
cachet 9 mayiie put into prison ; ther^ itxakoiilammon deforce^ 

y 4 and 



^2^ P A R L I AM E N T A R Y A. 1777; 

and his estate put into the hands of curators ; but the moment 
he arrives at this supposed age of discretion, he may dissipate 
his fortune with impunity. But, niy lords, this bill says 
that no man, at no age or time whatever, shall buy or sell an 
annuity, unless the consideration and the grant shall be ac* 
cording to the ideas of a court . of justice. These are fetters 
that should be loosened. So far, my lords, as this bill re- 
spects minors^ I most cordially approve it ; for I think too much 
cannot be done, to prevent the next generation from falling 
.into those snares of . corruption- which seem to threaten the 
present with such imminent danger. In the next placq, 
-the learned framers. of this bill, by giving to the cuurt of 
King's^bench a concurrent jurisdidion. with the coun of 
chancery, have forgotten tlm the court^ of King's-bench is a 
court of common law, and not a court of equity. My lord% 
against sQch an innovation as this is, we cannot be too 
watchfully on our guard. The momenp that the cou^t of 
King's-bench ceases to be bound by the common law of the 
land, and to be directed by that, and that only, in that mo- 
ment the constitution of this country is lost. I therefore 
trust, my lords, that so pernicious and dangerous a .prece- 
dent cannot meet with the san6lipn of this House. There 
is: one objecSkion more, which 1 will mention to your lord- 
ships ; and it is tiiis, that this bill is to operate as an ^;i; poft 
jado law. My lords, I need not urge arguments against 
laws of this nature. There is scarcely any one circumstance, 
at any time, that can give the least colour to them. In the 
present case, no possible good can arise, and the mischiefs are 
beyond detail. It will occi^siop what every court of justice 
• has invariably, set its face against, a multiplicity of suit^; 
and this, in. my opinion, is suflBcient ground of objedliou. 
For these reasons, my lords, to tlii^ bill» in its present state^I 
shall give my hearty negative, t 

The Earl of Mansfield rose, and took ^ full view of the 
whole bill. His experience, he said, had long since taught 
him, that some bill was wanting, to put a stop to the usu- 
rious contrails, .and fraudulent transactions, which had 
been pradlised for. many years, and which now were car- 
ried to a height of enormity that called for a timely and 
effectual interference of the legislature. He said he had 
turned his tlwDUghts to the spbjedl of the pvesent bill, long 
before it came before him in his legislative capacity. 
He had had the best, advice on the subjedl, and consulted 
somo oi the first law authorities, and particularly the honoi^r- 

ablc 
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»ble gentleman who brought it into the other House ; yet, 
though tlie necessity of sucli a bill became more and more 
apparent, and the excesses and injuries from the present 
mode of granting annuities becani^e every day more exten- 
sive, and called more loudly for redress, he recommended to 
their lordships to proceed with caution, and not, through a 
v^arm or blind zeal for reformation, create greater mis- 
chiefs than those proposed to be remedied or prevented by tlie 
present bill : by going for too much, (heir lordships might 
perhaps lose alL We shall never totally eradicate the evil, 
though we may soften, blunt, and qualify its noxious cf- 
fe£ls. So long as there are fods to be imposed on, or knaves 
to profit by their folly, we cannot promise a total amend- 
ment, such as the present ^bill so commendably aims at. Let 
any man but attentively peruse in his closet, the several sta- 
tutes already passed against usury and gaming, and the penal- 
tics annexed to the breach of them; and it eveiy day's ex- 
perience did not testify the contrary, he would coiKlucJe, as 
a matter of certainty, that no man would venture to game, 
• or advance money at an unlawful, rate. of interest ; indeed, 
such an idea would go to prove the^ non-existence of almost 
every crime; to which the lavys have annexed any species of 
. punishment. Whp could be persuaded that any man, high- 
, wayman, or other, would venture to rob or steal twenty or 
1 thirty shillings, or perhaps infinitely a stnaller sum, when 
. death, on conviction, is to be almost die certain consequence, 
if the numerous executions in this metropolis did not put it 
. beyoild doubt, that the pumshment, however severe, was npt 

sufficient to deter? But if the bill cannot answer all the 

purposes which may be wished, it will certainly put a stop 
to som^ of the evils complained of; nay, i( has already done 
so in part ; I am informed, and from authority which cannot 
. be doubted, that its effe£ls are alxieady felt : so far the author 
has been fprtupaite, and so &r, suppose the bill should be 
adiually lost . or icfcdLt^^ the public scaiiid highly indebted to 
him, both in point of tSe&, and intention. I am informed, 
that several redemptions have a^lually been offered, which is 
indeed, according to my apprehensjon, the grand obje<^ of 
the bill. You. may pfe^eqd to limit, restrain, and. control 
such objeds as much a$. ypu please, but you will never be 
able to annihilate the^n. The pbjedl your lordships oug^t 
to ai(p to attain,, since people will m<^ke foglish bargains, a^d 
will repder themselves .a prey to insurers, . stock-jobbers, &cc. 
is to take cai:e. tbal^ up fr^ud b^ ^omgiitted y or, if thq-e 

shguldy 
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should, to -create a po^wer in the courts^ in a summary way, 
'to rdievc the party defrauded. * I am sensible that no pro- 
'position, however well intended, or ably drawn up, can be 
*frce from dbjedlions ; it is, however, our business to render 
*the bill as comj^lete as possible. The first clause I would 
jnove to mend, is that for enrolling the deed, &c. in the 
'high court of chancery. This provision, however proper 
-arid necessary, may happen often to be omitted, fiom negli- 
gence, inattention, or^ the ignorance of the parties. By (he 
'jiresent bill, the whole transaftion is declared null and void, 
if the deed, &c. be not registered or enrolled within a limited 
••time. Now, for myj>art, 1 think this clause might lead -to 
greater frauds, andadls of more notorious injustice, riian those 
-It is imerided to prevent ; besides, the spirit of our laws, -and 
the general construiSion of them, speak a different language. 
A&s are yearly passed, to give time for persons to qualify 
"themselves for offices ; to Roman Catholics, under particu- 
*lar circumstances, to make returns ; and in >arious othor 
cases where the titwe limited for such qualification, return, 
&c; is some months, perhaps, elapsed. 'Advantages may ^ be 
taken of Ignorant or umnformdd persons ; and, in my opi« 
•Tiipn, it wotild be very severe to pernFHtthe gramor to avail 
himself ofany-wantdr legal knowledge' in the grantee, or pi^ 
'St from his experience ornegkfdl. There-are many f^ssiUe 
•cases in whiL-h-agrattiteemight be led into such an ern>ryon 
^ purpose to - prcyfit - by ' his ignorance or - inattention ; nay, in- 
'^eed, in' ohe'of the- strongest statutes, -and one- nearly cdnnefl- 
tfd '^pvith 'the whole massif landed property in thisr kingdoint 
-the statute of frauds, -it fe^^tliere- specially provided, -thai lo 
'Convey lands by w4ll, there ^hall be tltree«8Qbscnbing wit- 
nesses; ^et, in. many -instances, if th6' ignorance of the- testa- 
^ tor, 6r-the impostfibHttyof- procuring witnesses, or tbete«ta- 
•torVfdl intention,*be*o!early made maoifiw^ by other c*r- 
^xmmtances, this formality is dispensed -with, and the will 
'^Howcd'tobe^ftlM. For these reasons, ^refore, 1. propose 
•'tOf*rnove,'^hat thewwds -»»// und-voidy in case of non-enrol- 
-•mfc^, 'bereft oi*t,-'andthat -instead then5of,'be'4iieeited, ^tie 
'■siMs^soMwtiuedtoke^em€nidMey%Hth4nt0rnt* 
1 "'My "lords, the-neKtclause I shall jnove ^n amendixient 
'"'Juj^S^hat^clause which -provides, against 'fratidvilent payments 
^•in'^crds, 'notlBs,-&c. This 'clause, -as-it -now stands, is ex- 
^iceptTonable, and unnecessarily pror^ided for what, when the 
•^rnendmcnt -tak-eS' placej -must fall to the -ground. -The 
^/cHu^ ^ys/ ♦*-'if -any-pait'of'^bc ^nsidcra^ion fib^U *>e «- 
"• t.urne4 
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turned to the person advancing the same, or in case the con* 
sideration, or ally part of it, is advanced in "^lotes ; or if any 
of the notes are not paid vvhcn due, or shall, with the pri- 
vity of the person ilvancing the §ame, be xanceHed. or de- 
stroyed, williout being first paid, &c. it then proceeds to 
create a jurisdiftion in the couits of common law, to exa- 
'mine, inquire into, &c. ; aod^ in case,of refusal, empowers 
the court to order the deed, bond, assurance, &c. to be can- 
relied, and the judgment, if any has been entered, to be 
vacated," — Now, in the first instance, this would give birth 
to endless litigations. It is true, the clause is well con- 
ceived, and well intended ; it is direQed ap^ainst tlioic frau- 
dulent contrails made with persons under age, or possessed 
of reversionary rights, or in imminent distress, where tlie 
'parties pay full seventy per cent. Many circumstances of tliis 
'kind have come to my own knowledge, that were pnrticu- 
larly interided to evade the statutes against usury. When a 
man takes notes 'in payment, and returns them, or takes 
goods, vvhich are immediately sold at a discount of fifty. ^^r 
*fent. vvliich, with the e^Jpences attending the sale, such as 
'brokerage, warehouse-rent, and ; other .contingent expcnces, 

* amount to a 'defalcation of full ^venty per cent, out of che 
ideal sum botrowed. I have heard of a service of. plate, and 
*z very curious one it is ; it is alvvays rcgulariv taken by \\\e 

grantor for 1200I. and as regularly received back bf the 
'jgrantee for 7C0I. which, with the expence of brokerage, of 
'negotiation, and xiu<Slioneer*s brokerage, fixes the hard money 
'at pretty nearly what 1 say; sometimes, indeed, the profits 
of the grantee Extend further. 1 remember a case of this 
nature, which lately came before me : — a, person whof had a 
reversion to "^dispose 6f^ sold it for adOQl. for which* he re- 
ceived in" Manchester goods, to the amount of 1400I: he.gave 
a bond for the money advanced, and took a note from the 
'Manchester >yafehouseman for' the goods tjius purchased. 
He passed the note, and received cash for it ; and when the 
'note came to be demanded from the Manchester man, be 
^ produced the graiitoPs bond, by way of set-off, and said that 
'was his security for the goods, for which he passed the note 
' in question. The consequence of which wasi that the gen- 
' tlelnan was defrauded out of his reversion, or annuity, and 

* is now obliged to reside abroad^ to avoid being arrestea. |f, 
'therefore, you' have a mind to ctit up any possibility of fu- 
'ture litigation,' on'this head, by the roots, your lordships w^U 
' leave out all' the jpircvclitive provisions pf this clause 3 arid af- 
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ter the words, " if anv part of tlie consideration shall bc,^* 
leave out the wgrds till you CQme to advanced^ and .'after ad-- 
^anced^ insert in money only... There have been objedlions 
made to the latter part of this clause, as investing the courts 
of common law with an equitable jurisdi£lion, and on that 
ground, authorizing the court to decide in a s\immary man-, 
ner. I believe, however, on examination, this objedtioa 
will appear to be ill-founded, because the court of King's- 
bench exercises that power in many instances, particularly in 
the case of popish patrons, who have a right to presenr, and 
who employ trustees to convey their right of patronage for 
improper purposes. The court of King's-bench, in that 
case, has a right to bring the parties' into court, and» is com- 
petent to exercise every equitable power necessary to a full 
discovery between the parties, the patron, the trustee, ana 
the incumbent ; but that is not, nor can be the case here. 
Either the parties will not discover, upon a principle of ho- 
nour, or, if they should discover, the latter part of the clause 
is useless ; for if m9ney be not paid, the party is at liberty 
to redeem ; or the next clause, whiph provides against frauq, 
'will answer the same end ; so that, take tlie event either way, 
the" clause will be useless. You cannot compel the grantor to 
discover, though you may encourage him ; it will still re- 
main on the footing of a debt of honour, pr a gaming debt ; 
and if you should load the bill too much, you will only \oiA 
the grantor with an additional expence ; for the value of 
money, and the low price of the annuity, will rise .and fall, 
in pioportion to the risk incurred by the lender or granted. 
Nothing can be a stronger proof of t{iis, than the exorbi- 
tant premiums demanded qn\ pvpry species pf usurious con- 
tra£b, where tl^e very risk always ennances the terms on the 
' seller or borfovver. It will consequently l)e totally unneces- 
sary to leave the i-emaihdcf of the clause standing ; I shall 
therefore movei that the vyqrds frpm advanced^ to die end of 
■ the clause, be iefi:6ut. 

The last ameiidment I mean to subrnft to ypur lordships Ts, 

that which authorises the court, in any s\iit, aflion, &c. that 

' should be brought, to exainine and inquire into the jjust and 

^ tru/valiie of any siich rent-charge or annuity (ppw subsist- 

"irtg, or which shall "hereafter be granted) at the time pf 

* granting the same ; ind also, what consideration was at suqh 

• timfe really and bonaJide^vAAyOx given to the grantor or grant- 
" ors, by the grantee or grantees, tor th^ same, &c. and whe- 
' their such atinuity of rep't-charge w^s ipadequat^ to its value. 
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then such deeds, &c. ^{o cease arid become void, upon re-pay- 
ment of what shall appear really due to such grantee or gran- 
tees. This clause, my lords, however well intended, would, I 
>vill venture to say, never answer the purposes for which it 
was framed, in its present state. 'What, for instance, can 
be more uncertain and fluAuating, than every single objeil 
to which such an inquiry would of course be direSled? A 
man's state of health, his manner of living, the company he 
keeps, the hours at which he goes to bcdi his age, the very 
price of stocks, their general state of flucSluation, the num-' 
ber of buyers or sellers at market ; in shortj a variety of cir- 
cumstances, much too numerous to repeat, but all of real 
consideration to such an inquiry. I am aware that this ob- 
jedlion may lose the bill in the other House ; that does not 
weigh with me, nor can it operate on your lordships.. It is 
your business to render the bill as useful and complete as 
possible. If it should be lost there, you will have nothing to 
blame yourselves for: though the bill went no further, it 
has already done great and essential service. It is therefore 
my intention to move the clause, so as to confine the juris- 
didlion of the court to an inquiry into frauds, and a power 
conformable thereto, to give a summary relief to the par- 
tics aggrie^d. In consequence of this intention, I shall 
move, that the whole of the next clause, from the word 
a^lon, be omitted ; and that there be inserted, " to inquire 
into the same in a summary way, and determine whether any 
fraud was committed in the negotiation of such rent-charge, 
annuity, or sale ; in which case, the court shall judge, and 

?;ive relief to the party, and the grantor or grantors shall be at 
_ iberty to redeem.'* 

His lordship moved, that the words " null and void to all 
intents arid purposes,'' in the last line of the first enading 
clause, be left out; and that instead thereof, there be inserted, 
** deemed to be taken, to be a security for the money really 
advanced, with interest.'* ^ 

His lordship moved, that the words in the fourth enadling 
'clause, " and in case the same, or any part thereof, shall 
Consist in goods, or any other thing than money, the nature, 
quantity, and value of such thing or thiiTgs," be left out; 
and that there be inserted instead thereof, '* which shall be 
in money only." And towards the conclusion of the said 
clause, another amendment, precisely the same as the first, 
pamely, " deemed, or taken to be, a security for the money 
rc^ly advanced, with interest.'* ' - " 

In 
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In the fifth ena£ling clause, after the -word.paid, in the sixth 
line, his lonlship moved, that lines ieventh and eighth be 
-wholly omitted ; and in the same clause, page fourth of the 
printed bill, eighth line, that from the word affion to the word 
aforesaid^ inclusive, fifth line from the bottom, be wholly; 
omitted ; and that after the word vacated^ last line, there be in- 
serted, ** upon payment of such money as was really paid and, 
advanced, with interest." 

In the seventh clause, his lordship moved, that the words, 
« into the just and true value," eleventh line, be left out, 
and there be inserted instead thereof, " in a summary way ;*' 
and in the saj;ne clause, that the word§, " at the time of 
granting the same ; and also, what consideration was at such 
time, really and bona fide paid or given by the grantee or 
g.rantees to the grantor or grantors for the same," be left out j- 
and' that there be inserted instead thereof, *« was obtained 
by fraud, or other undue means ; or whether the grantor it 
entitled to redeem the same." In the. same clause, his lord-» 
ship further moved, that the words, " it shall appear from 
the verdi<5l of sucli jury, or the report of such officer, or upon 
the examination of the matteV. by affidavit ; and it shall be 
declared, decreed, or adjudged by the court, that the pur- 
chase of such annuity, of rent-charge, was so unfair, that the 
same ought to be set aside," be left out ; and that there be in- 
serted instead thereof, ** the court shall adjudge the s^rae was 
fraudulently obtained, or that the grantee is entitled to re- 
deem." 

It was the foregoing amendments in the seventh clause, 
that Lord Camden solely opposed, and 011 which he moved the 
provisional clause of apjieaK His lordship ohjedled to tlup 
summary jucisdi\S ion ^eated by this clause; but said, the 
enormous mischiefs which the sale of awiuities were daily pro- 
du£live of, made it necessary to contrive some means of pre- 
venting their increase; that although he did not like thff 
amendment entirely, he would propose a clause that, he hopedt 
would \\\ some me^ure render it less exceptionable. Hii 
lordship accordingly moved a clause of appeal to that Hoqset 
in fourteen days after any decision created by this bill, when 
Parliament was sitting.; and incase Parliament was not sit« 
ting, in fourteen days after its next meeting. 

Earl of -M2»5/^/^ defended the clause, in point of prudenccf^ 
where in a hundred cases, summary jurisdidt ions were created^ 
as only applicable to create the ends of justice. If the right 
of appeal was given, he doubted whether it would not open. 

a door 
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a*door for kinumerableexj^iMive Ikigations^^blchwocild never 
have been so mach a& thought of> but for tho right of appeal. 

The Lord ChancsUdr was of the saine opinioa ; and said, it 
would be a delay, if not a Wndraace of justice, if the appeal 
were admitted. . . 

Lord Lyttelton argued the pcMUt, 00 the ground of expedi- 
ency and national justice ; and conneded \\ is arguments with- 
the honour and jurisdicStion of the peerage, which should 
have a dernier judicial control in all possible cases whatever. 
The clause of appeal was reje<3ed by a majority of 49 to 13. 

Lord Camden^ at the end of the sieventh clause, moved ^ 
provisional, clause, in- the following words, which was agreed 
to : *' And be it furtlier enafted, by the authority aforesaid^ 
tliat the court may in every such case as aforesaia, award ta. 
either party suchcosts^ as to thetn shall seeai just." . 

On the concluding clause^ Lord.:K^z^r observed, that vo«. 
luntary grants arising for- favour or aflFe£lion, as well a^ ali 
other voluntary grants, where no consideration was received 
for the same, being not excepted, might be construed to come, 
within the meaning of the adl, so as to. compel the parties to 
enrol the same. *His brdship therefore .moved, that 2^ftec 
the y^rords said. aiMuky^ seventh line from the bottom, there bq 
inserted, " Not to any voluntary annuity granted .without; 
regard to pecuniary consideration, which was agreed to. 

Earl of Jbingdon condemned that part of the same clause# 
which has a retrospeftive reference to annuities sold, and se* 
curities given, previous to the pas&ing of the a6l, . He ob- 
served, ihztex post fan laws were contrary to the funda? 
mental principles of natural justice ; that no man ought to be 
punished or soffbr for an adl that was deemed legally kinocent 
at die time it was committed; that itwas woise than tyranny, 
and was contrary to every rule of human jurisprudence. He 
wished for tliese rqasons, therefore, that that part of the bill 
which compelled g^^mees in possession of annuities, which 
by assignment came to their hands for a fair and full valu^, 
might be amended or omitted, so a&.to protect the interest)^ 
of bond fide purchasers, wJio were totally ignorant of thf 
frauds, if any, which were committed by the original gran- 
tee or grantees. 

Earl of Afamfield chiervedy that if su^h aa.araendment was 
to take place, it would be introdudlive of endless confusion 
und litigation. It would be impossible tO; distinguish the 
bona fide purchaser for full value, from the fraudulent grante^. 
T'lu;se contra£U were always trahsa^e4.iQ,tiift4i<ir)c,.9(pd und^ 
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eovei*. The nominal grtntte was generally, he believed 
always, a trustee for the reW grantee j and it was somewhac 
singular, that an)ong all the persons, and the immense deal of 
property which were to be atfefted by this bill, no petition 
had been presented to either House ; the clearest proof that 
the purc})a$ers of these annuities did not think proper to avow 
themselves : in short, there was not one of them would ven- 
ture to step forth, and sustain the brunt of the battle. His 
lordship besides begged leave to remind the noble lord, 
that bonds given to secure the annuities, like every other spe- 
cies of boiid security, were not, like notes of hand, negotia- 
ble ; the property, it is true, might be assigned and trans- 
ferred into an hundred hands, but still the contra^ v^a» 
deemed, in law, to exist only between the original contrafl- 
ing parties. The relief, therefore, sought in the present in- 
stance, was unprecedented, tlie holder of the bond having no 
claim whatever hot on the assignee. 

The Lord Chancellor seemed to think otherwise, and of 
course observed, that any clause for the security of hna fide 
purchasers for full value, was totally unnecessary. His 
lordship positively affirmed, that the bona fide purchaser com- 
ing into a court of equity, would not only be relieved 
against the assignee of the bond, but if the court Were satis- 
fied that the transaction was fair and incollusive, the holder 
would be relieved against the obligor, though the bond had 
been fraudulently obtained. 

The amendments were ordered to be reported the next 
day. 

March 55. 

As soon as the first amendment was reported, the Earl of 
Abingdon rose, and spoke nearly in the following words : My 
lords, I was yesterday against the jurisdiction meant to be 
given to the court of King's-bench, and shall ever remain 
so ; it is an unconstitutional power, and in these times it is a 
dangerous power ; it will operate as a precedent for worse 
purposes : I will therefore divide the House upon this ground, 
though I stand single and alone. 

When the amendments made to the seventh clatise came to 
be reported, Lord Camden said that he never liked the clause 
in its original state ; he considered it at home, and found in it 
sufficient ground for disapprobation. He did not, however, 
come down to that House the preceding day, totally unin- 
formed of the amendment meant to be offered by tne noble 
skiid Jearacd lord now absent from his place ; which he no 

sooner 
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sooner heard, than he highly disapproved of* He was, ho 
said, an enemy to every species of summary jurisdi6lion, ex- 
cept in very few cases indeed; but when unaccompanied by 
the right of appeal, they became abominations, and mon- 
sters in civil, at least in English, jurisprudence. He spoke to 
the learned lord that morning on the sutgeft j and though 
his lordship did not seem to think that such a right of ap-» 
peal was necessary, he detennined not to oppose his lord-» 
ship's amendment, but to offer the clause of appeal to the 
House, and support it with such reasons as struck him ; 
hoping that his acquiescence in tlie amendment proposed by 
Ibe noble and learned lord, would procure him a favourable 
hearing, and his clause of appeal a suitable reception. He 
was convinced that if the House was pre-determined, which in 
ti>e course of the commictee he had some reason to find they 
wene> how nugatory and inefFedlual it must be to endeavour 
to bring it over to hisopmion. He knew he might as weli 
^ak to stocks and stones (or a stone wall) ; but neverche-*^ 
less, he thought it his duty to propose the clause of appeal : 
ttat being rejeded, without a single plausible reason assigned^ 
he now meant to adhere to ufo first opinion, the implied con>> 
dition, on which he waved it, not being.complied with; he 
should therefore vote totally and direftly against the whole 
clause, as it stood amended. 

Earl of Denbigh endeavoured to answer the last noble lord^ 
by insisting, that an appeal did lay to the House of Peers ^ 
that if any person thought himselt aggrieved by the exercise 
of the summary jurisdidlion created by the bill, it would be 
competent for nim to appeal to ^hat House. His petition 
would be certainly received -, and it was the wish and inten- 
tion of the House, to receive appeals in all cases, but not to 
invite them, to the vexation, if not the ruin, of the parties* 
His lordship further observed, that the very end of the cladse 
would be defeated, if any such encouragement were given ia 
the bill. 

Lord Camdm cotYtended, that the House of Peers could ndt 
entertain an appeal from the jurisdrdlion created by the bill ; 
that summary jurisdidlions ought never to be established, un»* 
less in cases of downright necessity ; for they were no less re- 
pTignant to the ideas of general justice, than to the spirit of 
the constitution. Judges were fallrble, as well as other itien* 
Allowmg every thmg thai could be said on the ground of itf- 
t^grity, they vv-erc liable to err ; indeed thp very mode df 
• decision led dircflly to €rror ; and fio joiaa ought to wi&h 

VouVI. Z V«. 
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for a power» which» from the very nature of its exercise^ w.aai 
liable to be abused. 

Earl of Suffolk observed, that the noble and learned lord's 
condu£t wa^ a little extraordinary « He owned, that he acf- 
quiesced in the clause as it stood amended ; that he framed 
a clause of appeal, which rendered it unexceptionable ; that 
he submitted it to the House, resolving to abide the sense of 
It, and rest contented in that sense ; yet his lordship came 
opiniatre to give his negative to the whole clause, and there- 
by defeat the bill, because his ideas did not meet those of 
the majority. He hoped, however, that the bill would not 
be lost on that account^ or that it would get out into th« 
world, that their lordships meant to abandon a bill which 
had already cost so much time and trouble, and which bad 
hitherto been so commendably condu£led by those who a£led 
us its friends and patrons. If so, the consequence would be, 
that Jews, usurers, money-lenders, &c. would conclude, that 
the legislature had endeavoured to frame a law for corre<Sing 
the evil complained of, but were able to efFedl nothing ; but 
on the contrary, leave them at^liberty to plunder the public 
at their pleasure, beyond the power of prevention to corredk 
or limit. 

Lord Camden then explained fully what 'before he slightly 
mentioned* He said, he had a fair parliamentary right to 
negative the whole clause ; that he did not do it opiniatre^ as 
controverting or opposing the sense of the whole House. He 
assented to the clause conditionally ; and he was in the judg- 
ment of their lordships, whether he was fairly bound by 
such a conditional assent, in any future stage of the biU, 
•when the condition on which it was given was not complied 
■with. He again maintained, that the summary jurisdit^ioa 
created by the bill was dangerous and improper, and became 
more so, when it was considered that the arguments in sup- 
port of it allowed the propriety of appeal ; but those who 
made use of them at the same time refused to give it, under 
the pretence that such a right of appeal already existed. 

Earl of Marchmont said, there was no i>erson had a higher 
opinion of the great abilities, and professional knowledge of 
the noble and learned lord, than he had ; and it was there* 
fore with great diffidence that he differed on the construdiion 
or interpretation of the clause from his lordship ; yet he^ 
ways understood, that there were numerous instances ia 
which summary jurisdidions were given, from which, ne- 
vertheless, there lay a right of appeal, particularly, in th^ 

case 
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case of the Scotch eleftions, where the determinations were 
final; yet it was within' the memory of every lord present* 
that appeals were brought into that House, and decisions made 
thereon. It had frequently happened, and he trusted would 
often, happen again. 

Lord Camden replied, that he was not sufficiently conver-* 
sant in the connexion between the local jurisdi£lion, esta* 
blished in that particular part of the island now mentioned ; 
nor on what grounds the appeals were made from it to that 
House ; but he could affirm, and would maintain, that no 
appeal lay in the present instance. He knew, in some par- 
ticular instances, a summary jurisdi&ion was given and exer- 
cised without appeal ; such was the power lodged in the court, 
in which, for some time, he had the honour to preside, re- 
spe&ing bankrupts: but there ,the nature of the business 
pointed out the necessity of such a jurisdi£lion.; for if, where 
there were upon an average upwards of two or three hundred 
bankrupts in a year, ana some of them had fifty or more 
creditors, if every creditor who imagined himself aggrieved 
t^zs to have a right of appeal^ the House, though it had no* 
thing else to do, would not have time to decide upon each 
appellant's claim ; and if it had sufficient leisure, instead of 
five or six shillings in the pound, die usual average amount 
of the dividend, the creditors would not have sixpence in 
the pound to receive. 

Earl of Marchmont referred to another case, of an appeal 
from a.summary jurisdidlion, which the House determined 
in the year 17 19, after a solemn consultation with the judges, 
from a commission appointed to inquire into and finally de- 
cide on the claims of persons in Scotland, on the estates for- 
feited in 1715- He safd, he had not so high an opinion of the 
trappings of the law, as to sacrifice his opinion to it, nor give 
way to any authority, however respedtahle, when repugnairft 
to the diaates of that small portion of common sense God 
had been pleased to bestow on him : the precedent was in 
point. He formed his opinion on the best lights he could ob- 
tain, and was always .bound by ir, till He'had good reason 
to alter his former opinion. He had heard nothing hitherto, 
sufficient to induce bim to do so ; nor could he. see how any 
man could venture or hazard an assertion, that it was not com* 
petent to that House to entertain appeals .from every inferior 
jurisdiflion in the kingdom. 

Lord Camden^ after inveighing against the depravity of the 
present age, which, he said, was fallcni into the very abyss 
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of vice ; and shewing the inefficacy of all resttakAng Jlaw^ 
Twhile the morals of every rank of people continued so j)ro«* 
fiigate and corrupt, r6-asserted what he maintained fron> the 
beginning. He contended^ that no appeal whatever, or in 
any shape, could be entertained by that' House from the jurisr 
diction created by the cbuse in question. The jurisdiction 
given was to a court of law, therefore the :proceedings must 
be by a writ of error. Error could not be* assigned, bot 
where a judgment at law had been given : a summary juris* 
di£tion not admitting of a judgment, no writ could of course 
be brought. The other mode of appeal w^s from a judgment 
or decree in equity ; the common-jaw courts not beingxourts^ 
of equity, it followed, that in neither light could (he matter 
be brought before the Hou^e gf Lords. He added* that the 
summary jurisdidUon, being common to all the common^aw 
courts, and there being no appeal in respect of each otber^ 
the respective jurisdiaions would, in all probability> be 
etemallv clashing and contradicting each odier, witbout n 
possibility of redress. 

Lord SuBbUc replied shortly ; and the question being put^ 
the report was agreed to without a division* 
March 27. 

Annuity bill read a third time, and sent to the Commons^ 
(where it was withdrawn, and two other hills brought ia ia« 
stead). 

March 28. 

Bills passed bv commission. — Adjourned to April 8.. 
Aprils. 

Private business. 

April <^ 

•^ Earl of Suffolk brought a message from the King,.nespcS- 
ing the arrears of' the civil list, (&e the same message to^dit 
Commons this day, in Commons debates) • 
AprU 10. 
Private business. 

April 11* 
The same. — Adjourned to the t6th. 

April 16. 
Order of the day for taking into consideration his Majesty^ 
-message, which wa« presented to the House on the 9tli, 

The Earl of Dnbyty after expatiating on the many and vmg^. 
lar virtues of his Majesty, his economy, frugality, sobriecf^ 
wisdom ; his love of constitutional liberty, ami of his eoun- 
tryi bfs afiirdioa for his peopW\ th& hi^h obligacioas. the;^ 
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owed to so just, wise, merciful, and magnanimous a prince ; 
stated the grounds of his motion> which he vemuied to pre** 
di<9:, would be received with that degree of duty, reverence, 
gratitude and re$pe£l, to which the august personage, who 
was to be the subje£): of it^ was so confessedly and eminently 
entitled. His Majesty was, j^ said, no less conspicuous for 
his political than his private virtues. He was deserving of 
every grateful disrinSioa, which his personal situation de** 
roapded, and which it was in the power of that House tQ 
bestow. The subje(^ matter to be taken into cousiderationj 
should it be debated, would necessarily come to be considered 
in two diierent points of view ; namely, the discbarge of 
the present debts, incurred by the excess of expenditure of 
the civil list, and the making a suitable provision for the 
time to come. In order to render such applications as the 
present, in fiiture totally unnecessary* Whatever ob]e<Siont 
might be made to the latter, he presumed there was not a 
single lord present, whose generous feelings for his Sove* 
reign would not point out the necessity of paying the debt 
already incurred ; and make him anxious to free his Majesty 
from those embarrassments he must su6er, in not having it 
in his power to pay off the demands of his household. He 
observed, that their lordships could never think of refusing 
so reasonable a request ; tliey must feel too sensibly, not to 
perceive the necessity of freeing their Sovereign from those 
embarrassiBents, though they had proceeded from a proper 
want of economy ; nnuch less, wbeti it was known that they 
were caused merely by all the convenienciesy as well as luxu- 
ries of life, being cnhaiKred in their value. He appealed to the 
candour of the House, and the individual knowledge of their 
iordsliins, if the ejqjences of jiving were not immensely in- 
creased, within a very few years ; and if their incomes were 
not proportionably raised, by the increased value of their 
estates* Shall the Sovereign dien be the only person> within 
the circuit of this wide extended empire, who sliall be doomed 
to sufier under the inconvenience of such a rise ; and yet be 
confined to a revenue which was deemed only a proper sup- 
port of the lustre and dignity of the Crown half a century 
ago i He was certain, diere was not a noble lord present, 
who wished or desired aey such thing. He said, that rules 
of economy in private life, howcvei* plausiblv made, were 
Jby no means rigidly applicable to the condw^ of a prince. 
He could not, without tacnisliing the lustre of his Crown^i 
m4 dis^r^cing the eminence and splendour of his situation, 
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descend into an examination of the tniniuia of bis expences : 
he could not keep a narrow account of shillings and six- 
pences ; it would be mean and paltry, and much beneath the 
dignity, and totally foreign to the more important object 
which were supposed always to be the proper business of a 
crowned head, and were knovp peculiarly to demand and 
employ the attention of the Sovereign now on the throne. It 
was a consequence of his elevated situation, to condudl his 
public and private expences upon a larger and more liberal 
scale ; indeed, custom had in some measure rendered it a 
duty ; consequently their lordships must cxpe£t, and the 
public well knew, that there must be some profusion ; it was 
consequent of his situation, it was unavoidable. He asked,' 
which of their lordships, if they had a son, would wish to limit 
him to an inadequate income, an income short of his necessary 
expences ? When the consequence would be, repeated appli« 
cations to discharge the deficiencies created by the scantiness 
of that income, when the very deficiencies were known to 
be partly incurred, at least considerably augmented, by the 
mannei^ of contra6ling the debt. This his lordship applied 
equally to both objedls ; recommending to the consideration 
of the House, the paying off the debt already incurred, and 
the augmentation proposed, in order to prevent such applU 
cations in future : in both cases, it would be both generous 
;and prudent to aft liberally, and would be preventive of all 
further anxiety and trouble to either party. Besides those 
general grounds, his lordship stated the justice of the ap- 
plication, in point of equity. He observed, that the late 
King had 800.OO0L per annum at his accession, now exaftly 
fifty years ago, settled onliim; that he had certain duties 
appropriated to raise that sum, which by that appropriation 
became his property ; that Parliament engaged, in case the 
duties did not produce the 8oo,oool. to make up the defi- 
ciency : that the duties were found to be considerably more, 
but that out of a paternal tenderness to his people, his pre- 
sent Majesty, on his accession, had generously given up 
those duties to Parliament, and relinquished his right to the 
surplus, for the stated fixed income of 8oo,OOOl. That by the 
accounts now lying on their lordships* table, it appeared, 
that the duties had produced, on an average of the sixteen 
years of his Majesty's reign, an overplus of I20,0CX>1. and a 
fraftion, per annum^ which taken together fgr sixteen years, 
amounted to nearly a,300iOCX)l. whereas the expenditure 
within the same period, including the5i3,OQph granted 19 
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1769, and the sum of 6i8,oool. now desired, amounted but 
to a little more than i,ioo,OOOl. or an excess of about 
70,0001. and consequently left a profit to the public, of nearly 
i,200,oool. should the morion he intended to make meet with 
their lordships' approbation. 

His lordship then moved, " That an humble address be 
presented to his Majesty, to return his Majesty the thanks 
of this House, for his Majesty's most gracious message, by 
which his Majesty has been pleased to inform this House of 
the exceedings ofuhe expences of his Majesty's household and 
civil government, beyond the revenue settled on his Majesty for 
defraying the same ; and to assure his Majesty of the grate- 
fel sense this House entertains of his Majesty's well-founded 
reliance on the loyal and afFeflionate attachment of this 
House to his Majesty's person and government ; and that ful- 
ly^ convinced of the tender and disinterested attachment which 
his Majesty has shewn thi;ough the whole course of his reign, 
to the care and welfare of his faithful people, this House will 
most readily concur in enabling his Majesty to discharge the 
debts which occasion his Majesty's present difficulties, and 
in making some further provision tor the better support of his 
Majesty's household, and the honour and dignity of tlic 
Crown.*' 

The motion was seconded by Lord Onslow. He knew his 
inability, he said, to add any strength to the arguments' now 
so forcibly urged by the noble mover. There were, how- 
ever, some circumstances slightly mentioned, or passed over, 
which he would take leave to remind their lordships of, and 
which would further evince the propriety of the address, and 
of complying with his Majesty's request. Ic was evidenf, 
if his Majesty had retained his hereditary revenues, he 
would have no occasion to apply to Parliament ; on the con- 
trary, he would now be in possession of a very considerable 
surplus. He dwelt a considerable time on the advanced price 
both of the luxuries and necessaries of life, and observed, 
that while the payment of the debt already incurred admit- 
ted of no argument, making a suitable provision for the nu- 
merous royal family now growing up, became equally appa« 
rent. His lordship launched into the most lavish enco- 
miums on the personal and political virtues pf the Sovereign* 
His Majesty, he said, had, since hi» accession^ been the uqi** 
form asserter of the rights of his people and Pailiament ; ^nd 
l&at that consideration alone, was sufficient to inteiest parlia-i 
lAent in relieving his Majesty from his present difficulties* Had 
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his Majesty been fond of power, or of establishing his owi| 
greatness on the ruins of the constitution^ he had sufficient 
temptation held out to him, by the condu6l of the Aof^ri* 
causy wlio endeavoured, by every means in their power, to 
dttach him from the other two branches oi the Icgislaturoit 
What has been his condudl ? He has iK>t only reje6led those 
offers, but he has declared his disapprobation of them by tb^ 
most decisive marks of resentment and contempt. However- 
flattering such oiSFers 'might appear to an ambitious Hiind,, 
^ -eager to grasp at arbitrary sway, they failed to make the leas^ 
impression on a breast fuH of equity, and those just sentiment 
of policy, which wisdom, founded in virtue, is always koowfi 
to inspire. His Majesty has ever shewed a disposition to b^ 
more jealous and tenacious of the rights and privileges of Par-t, 
liamenr, than of his own ; he has proved it La nfiaoy in* 
stances ; and I doubt not, but it has ' made a suitable im* 
pression upon your lordships. This is the most valuably 
obligation a monarch can confer, and deserves every n^rk of 
gratitude which we can, consistently with the interest aiul 
ability of the nation, pay in return. 

His lordship next went into the particular consideration 
of the latter part of the address, relative to the augmenta- 
tion. He said, that a similar application was made in 1769,; 
which on the best grounds was agreed to ; that on an in- 
speftion of the accounts, it then appeared, that tlie debt was 
incurred every year, though the greatest exertions had been 
made, by those who presided over the several branches, ta 
reduce it, so as to keep the expenditure within the grant ; 
but that aker sixteen years experience, it was found totally 
loipraifticablc. If a reform reduced the expences in^mc 
instances, they increased in others ; so that the total expen* 
diture was pretty nearly equal. It would be qrgcd probablyi^ 
that it would be proper to discharge the civil list debt, but 
not to comply with the proposed augmentation. That, he 
insisted, would be doing things by halves ; it would be worse, 
it would be doing next to nothing ; it would put the Sov^ 
reign and his ministers to the very disagreeable necessity of 
future applications to ' Parliampnt ; it would be, in sfioit, 
iT^aking a nominal provision for the support of the Crown,. 
which experience had shewn to be totally inadeqjoate. 
To avoid all those inconveniencies, he had no doubt but 
their lordships would cheerfully qgree to th^ address in 
pll its parts, particul^irly when they found it to be reason*; 
abk,' H^ di4 »ot pr^i^ni to sp^ik Ato^^ feont authority ;- 
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but as weQ as he couIJ learn^ he understood^ that his Mai^ 
jcscy wished to incr^se his present civil list revenue one hun- 
dred thousaad pounds. The average of the expenditure 
since his accession, supported the propriety of the request ; it 
was about 870,0001. this ^as somewhat short of the sum 
.desired^ but the difference was so trifling, that it was not worth, 
attending to, particularly when the expences of a growing 
and increasing family were taken into the account. Such a 
revenue, from a comparison with that enjoyed by former 
kings, and every one of his Majesty's predecessors, since the 
Revolution, taking the value of money at difFerent periods^ 
would not, he trusted, be deemed unreasonable. The pro- 
priety of the request was supported by experience ; it was- 
founded in equity, because it gave nothing more than wh^ 
bis Majesty would have been in possession of, had not he relin^ 
quished the civil list duties, appropriated at the comnoence*. 
ment of the reign of the late King ; and finally,, it would^ 
have the efie<Sl of making the Sovereign easy in his domestic 
coQceras; and of precluding any pretence for applicatioot 
of a similar nature in times to come. 

The Marquis of Rackinghgm opened his speech with <^x^ 
pressions of the warmest personal attachment to his Sovg« 
reign, and the purest zeal and best wishes for the prosperity 
and dignity of his govcrnmlnt, which, in his opinion, htf^. 
could not more fully manifest, than by pointing out bis true 
interest, and consequently not. concurring in the preseal^ 
measure, which in every point of view he h33 hitherto con-, 
templated it in, he was most certain, was contrary thereto j 
it w<^ treacliery at once, against the King and the people,. 
aed a most shameless sacrifice of tljicir re&pcdlive interests. 
As he had opposed a measure of a similar nature in 1769, so^ 
he should the present, but on much stronger grouu4&> Ho 
never impgtned, however, that paying the King's debts is 
1769 would have been urged as an argument, for payiag^ 
them 1777, if he had not this day heafd it so much relied, 
upon in debate. The contrary was, according to his ideas,, 
the fair dedu£lion ; if it was wrong to pay them then, it 
was more so now to repeat it : but though the necessity of 
paying tlie King's diebts should supersede every collateral 
consideration, respedling the manner in which they were 
contradlcd, still the augmentation expected of the civil list 
revenue was a matter eutirely apw. The one became in 
som^ mea$>ure inevitable, from the rank of the debtor, and 
thi? )Gi9turp of ibe dpht i but wl^, because a deU was impr^-^ 
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properly incurred in the first instance, a provision should be 
made not only for such an improper mode of expenditure in. 
future, by implying a stated income for that purpose, but even 
granting a sum considerably larger than the excess, was 
more than he could possibly pretend to account for. In his 
opinion, the ministei*s who had fabricated this message, and' 
who had rendered such a measure necessary, instead of being 
listened to, or gratified, merited the contempt and indignation 
of that House ; and the more so, when the present critical 
atuation of affairs was considered, a situation which they, and 
they only, hud been instrumental in causing, or had rather 
been the authors of. He repeated again, that if the effect of 
Ac vote moved this day, was meant as a gift, it was a most 
treacherous one, and a very unsuitable return of gratitude for 
tfiose very transcendant virfUes, which he was as willing to 
confess his Sovereign possessed, as those who appeared most 
acabus in extolling them^ 

His lordship next proceeded to shew that the idea of art 
hereditary revenue, alluded- to by one noble lord, and di- 
reflly mentioned by the other, was entirely ill-founded ; and 
AoDgh it were true, every deduction drawn from it was falla- 
cious. The matter was as follows : — The late King, on his 
accession, had a grant of 800,000 1. a year ; and had certain 
duties appropriated for the paylnent of it ; and in case the 
duties fell short, the deficiency was to be made good by Par- 
tament ; but it was never understood, that Parliament wais 
pledged to the Crown for more than 800,000 1. nor that the 
Grown was entitled to the excess of the duties, had any ex- 
cess arose. The consequence of this agreement proved the 
real understanding of the parties ; for the King was twenty 
years upon the throne before he made any application to* 
Parliament ; and when he did come, it was to desire that 
Parliament would perform what they stood engaged for. It 
was found, that the duties appropriated for the support of the 
civil list did not amount to 800,000 1, the King therefore 
desired, in the year 1 747, the sum of 450,000!. the amount 
of the deficiency. In the first instance then it was plain, that 
the King only demanded what he had a right to demand ; and 
tiie other part of the transadtion shewed clearly, that the ap- 
propriated duties were never looked upon to belong to the 
Crown, during that reign, farther than as they stood engaged 
for tlie payment of the 800,000 1, for by the increase of some 
of the duties, it being discovered that the wholie, including the 
450,0001. granted in I747> upon an average, amounted fronv 

1747 
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1747 to the King's demise, to 8o8,OOol. the surplus of 80C0I. 
was retained, and the sum of 115,000!. paid over in part of 
the first aids, in the first year of his present Majesty's reign. 
He was not a very old member, but he recolledied very wcll^ 
and he presumed so did several other noble lords present, 
that the above was a faithful representation of the fadl, as 
stated by a noble person some years deceased, [supposed to 
mean the old Duke of Newcastle] who was immediately con- 
cerned in the transaflion, from its commencement till the 
money was paid, as already related. The reasoning, there* 
fore, that his Majesty relinquished any thing to which he had 
a right, or that the revenues appropriated to the payment of 
the civil list were hereditary, were equally ill-founded and 
absurd. His Majesty gave or lost nothing by taking a speci- 
fic sum ; he could m justice desire no more nor less : the 
only difference it made, was merely a matter of convenience. 
He was paid in specie, without discount, risque, trouble, or 
loss ; whereas the payment of some of the duties was held 
back for six, seven, or eight years. Hence his lordship drew 
this fair dedu6lion, that the pretended claim set up by 
the King's ministers had no foundation whatever in trutH. 
If then they had no right to come to Pailiament on this 
ground, he trusted he should prove, before he sat down, that 
they had as little on any other ; the very papers on their 
lordships' table would bear sufficient testimony to this asset* 
tion. By them it appeared, that the several branches of the 
royal family, for the first eight years, cost the Crowa 
about 235,0001. more th|p they had the eight last years of 
the late King ; consequently, that administration came with 
a tolerable good countenance to Parliament in 1769, as far 
as that sum could be supposed to operate ; but the eight last 
years of the present reign the other branches of the royal fa- 
mily had cost the Crown a few thousand pounds less ; and that 
taking the whole of the late reign, it appeared that the royal 
family had cost the Crown, striking an annual average, up- 
wards of 130,0601. whereas the average cost of the last eight 
years, under th6 same head of expenditure, was little more 
than 100,000 1. per annum. Discovering this very important 
fad, it led him to endeavour to find out whence tlie defici- 
■cncy arose. In the cofferer's account, in 1769, it appeared 
•that the money issued through that channel for the last eight 
•years of the lac^ reign, and the first eight years of the pre- 
•cent, were nearly equal ; but by the account now on the ta-- 
r Jbie, that head wa^ monstrously increased, indeed no less than 

bofiooh 



34* PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777, 

6o,oooL it being at the former period about 72,oooL a year^ 
whereas now it is swelled to i36,ocx>l. Un3er the head of 
pensions, again, it was raised from 78,000!. to 84,000 i.. 
which was an increase of 6000I. though it was known thai 
pensions were daily granting, and had been granted, on thtt 
Irish establishment, and the four and a half^^- cent, dutics^^ 
The head of presents had been considerably increased ; and sa 
had that of annuities, board of works, and ambassadors. He 
supposed, before the House rose, that some explanations 
would be given to satisfy their lordships of the propriety of 
the increase of those several heads of expenditure, because it 
was by their means,- almost solely, that the present debt ^at 
incurred ; for upon adding them together, he found that they 
amounted in the course of the last eight years to 591,000!. 
a sum little sliort of that now demanded ; and were every 
year in a progressive state of increase. He was, for his 
own parr, certain, that a reduction below what they stood la 
former reigns, instead of augmentation, of some of tliem, might 
be made ; and if some part of theexpence incurred under th« 
head of the cofierev^s account should appear necessary, thefo 
was a considerable part of the same account, and all the other 
heads of expenditure, as well as the head of secret service, 
that would be found an ample balance to such a supposed nc* 
cessary increase. For these reasons he should be against the 
address, because the debt was wantonly or corruptly incur- 
red, and tlie augmentation mentioned by the noble lord 
who seconded the motion unnecessary 5nd ill-timed, when it 
was known that the nation was i%at state of increasing ruin ; 
when, as he emphatically observed, the stern voice of prero* 
gati^Kc was heard no more ; but when that unbounded infiu-^ 
ence, a much more dangerous enemy to the liberties of this 
eouatry, was daily extending itself, threatening at once the 
destruction of the constitution, and every benefit formerly 
derived from a limited government ; when this baneful na** 
constitutional influence, as asserted by its very friends, was 
sufficient to call any man, or set of men, to the adminisinH 
tiou of public affairs whom the Crown pleased, and su{^rt 
them in that situation, without any regard, or rather totally 
independent of, and contrary to, the opinion or approbatioiai 
of the people. The present requisition would have the cer- 
tain efFedi of increasing tl}at influence, already become too danw 
gerously powerful ; for which reason, as well as from the prin«- 
ciple and detail of the grounds on which the present address wa^ 
fnovcd a/id seconded, he 4^ould jive it a negative, by moving 
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an amendment expressive of his sentiments, and to which 
he referred their lordships more particularly for the true 
grounds of his motives. His lordship delivered die araenfl« 
mertt in at the table, which was read, and was afterwards en- 
tered on the journals, by way of protest. [See it as a protest, 
at the end of the debate.] 

Lord Cardiff spoke warmly in support of the motion, and 
endeavoured to answer several arguments urged by the noble 
inarquis. He protested, that if he imagined the insinua-» 
tions thrown out by the noble lord who spoke last were well 
founded, or that there were any just ground for the direct 
charge contained in the amendment, he would be one of tlie 
first persons in that House who would support the amend* 
ment, and give his vote for putting a negative on the ad- 
dress ; but he was too well satisfied of the integrity of his Ma« 
jesty's servants, to suppose that they would employ the public 
revenues of the kingdom in corrupting eitlier House of Par» 
liament ; much less that Parliament, tliough ministers were 
willing, would basely stoop to be corrupted with the spoils eX'^i 
traftedfrom the tori, labour, and industry of their fellow-sub- 
je6ts. The amendment, be observed, stated that tlie demand 
now made came unaccompanied with such papers as were ne- 
cessary for the satisfaftion of the House. Though he spoke 
with great deference to those who had an opportunity of be« 
log better informed, particularly to that of the noble mati 
quis, whose official situation led him to information he was 
totally unacquainted with ; yet he coukl easily conceive that 
there must be some items under the several heads of expendi- 
ture referred to, which it would be highly improper to lay 
naked before the House, and which, it minutely examinedy 
might be found to have been extremely necessary. Among 
others, he begged ieave to point out that of secret service, 
and the money given to ambassadors, to reimburse them fot 
impoitant informations procured at the several courts where 
they reside. There might, too, be several others which he was 
Unacquainted with, that were equally obvious. He said he 
ibvould not pretend to directly contradi(5t the noble lord, Dot 
being at that timis va Purliament, relative to an agreemisnt 
made with his Majesty at the commencement of his reign ; 
but he always understood that it was an a£l of generosity and 
parental tenderness towards his sulyedls, ^tvhich induced his 
majesty to relinquish his ckiim to the whole of the ^ppiK>}yri* 
tued duties, in lieu of -^00,0001. a-yeat ; and he never heattl 
b repmented in aoy otbsr l^t^ ti^or Hien or WMy tiU 
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this day. It was then urged as a strong motive for entering 
into that agreement, that those branches of. the revenue, in 
the mode of collecting, &c. might be considerably improved, 
if incorporated into the duties, &c. appropriated for the sup- 
port of the national establishment. His lordship drew a 
comparison of his Majesty's situation with that of private gen- 
tlemen, whose property was known to increase in proportion 
to the comparative dearness of the necessaries of life. It was 
a matter within the knowledge of every noble lord present, 
that the rents of their lands bore the proportion alluded to ; 
and, in his opinion, it would be a peculiar hardship, that his 
Majesty should be doomed to suffer under an inconvenience 
-which no other person in his dominions felt but himself. Hi» 
Majesty had no resource but to his Parliament ; the great he- 
reditary revenues of the Crown had long since been alienated, 
or rendered of very little value ; and if the allowance granted 
by Parliament were found, after so long experience, to be 
totally inadequate, it was incumbent on their lordships, to 
grant their Sovereign such a revenue as might be the means 
of rendering him personally easy, and support with suitable 
lustre the honour and dignity of the Crown. For these rea- 
sons his lordship was against the amendment, and for the 
address moved by the. noble earl. 

The Earl of Effingham confessed his ignorauQe of the true 
grounds of the question, so far as it depended on the accounts 
now on their lordships' table; but as he presumed^ from 
what had fallen from die noble marquis, and which as yet 
had remained uncontradi(5led, that jninisters. would accom- 
pany their demand with the necessary explanations, .he 
should for the present content himself with a few short obser- 
vations on what had suggested itself to him since be .came 
into the House. As the best means, howevei, of drawing 
forth those explanations, he would second the amendment^ 
because, in his opinion, if they were not satisfaftory, the 
House could not hesitate a minute in giving the address 
a dire£i negative. The noble lord who spoke last, had 
dwelt a considerable time on the article of secret service, and 
the allowance made, to ambassadors on that account. If the 
address could not be supported on better ground, he was pret- 
ty certain it must fall ; for, from any thing he could learn» 
the money expended, in that service was just so much money 
thrown away ; for we had, it is well known, neither the 
most impoi tant nor early intelligence: It was evident, .that 
rhe Jujrie and dignity of the Crown^ or the personal ease.aoi 



A-1777* DEBATES. 551. 

happiness of the Sovereign, were not the true causes nor ob^ 
jefts of the present requisition, for at no time had either been 
more grossly sacrificeJ. If tlje sum were really inadequate, 
why not apply earlier? Why defer it to so unseasoliable a pe- 
riod ? Uninformed as he was, he did not know, nor under- 
stand, what was meant by the article of presents ; but if it 
was a customary head of expenditure, he was content; so that 
the account of presents received, as well as given away, was 
fairly stated, and in consequence of such a state, the balance 
fairly struck. He had heard a great deal without doors, of a 
prevailing report of presents lately received, particularly one 
from the Nabob of Arcot, to a considerable amount. He 
did not venture to vouch for the authenticity of such a report; 
but if there was any truth in it, or if presents have been re- 
ceived from any other quarter, within the period to which 
the present accounts allude, it would be only ading candidly 
to have them revealed, and a credit taken for them accord* 
ingly. He trusted tliat his Majesty's servants, before they 
passed a vote on the subje£t, would clear up what appeared to 
Jiim very extraordinary indeed ; which was, that the deficiency 
statied, and the whole of his Majesty's expenditure, including 
the 8oo,cx)ol. a-year, exactly tallieo. He sliould be obliged 
to some noble lord in o£Bce, to rise and explain this paradox* 
If the account was to be depended on, his Majesty did not 
cpend a single shilling but the specific sums stated in the paper. 
What then was become of his Majesty's extra revenues ? Of 
the revenue drawn from Wales, Cornwall, Lancaster, Ire- 
land, and the Leeward Islands ? Was that likewise appropri- 
ated to secret service ? Or was it lying in his Majesty's cof- 
fers? The latter he could hardly believe ; and in what man- 
ner the aflFair really stood, was, in his opinion, very proper 
to be cleared up, and called for a particular explanation* 
.Until he heard something to induce him to change his opi- 
,nion, he should be for the amendment, and for giving a flat 
negative to the address. 

The Earl of Suffolk rose, and launched forth into tlve 
Jiighest encomiums on the transcen4ant virtues of the Sove- 
reign, and what a peculiar felicity his subjedts enjoyed under 
^ wise, mild, and equitable a government. It was somewhat 
unusual, at least when it came from the person himself, to 
Jiear a total ignorance of the grounds of a motion publicly 
avowed, and still more extraordinary to have that followeu 
hy a strong opposition to its. contents. This, he said, was 
the case of the noble lord, who spoke last, and who accoin- 
., , panifd 
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jianied this declaration with insinuatiofts, as if ackhii^n^ 
tion were accountable or blameable for his kiattention and 
jiegle£l, though it was evlden^ tliat his lordship might hftvt 
had the most ample and satisfaftory information, if he pe- 
jrttsed the papers now lying on their lordships^ taMe; As txi 
the comparative expenditure of the two periods isf eight 
years of the late and present reign, so warmly and strongly 
urged by the noble marquis who moved the anftendrtielit, 
they were not, he insisted, put in a fair point of vfew; Bf6r 
were any dedudion^ drawn from premises erronecyufc rn tbeAi^ 
selves, to be depended upon. His lordship denied^ tbart fhe 
duties appropriated during the late reign were held in trust for 
parliament, after deducing the 8oo,00ol. a-year oilt of rfleeft^ 
when they amounted to so much. On the contrary, it 
was a fa(St notoriously known, that whenever Parliattiifnt 
broke into those duties, in order to regulate, or change ijntek 
for others, they always applied to the Crown for its appro*- 
bation, which could not be the case, if the Crown held thoee 
duties in trust for the public ; because, in that event, all Par*. 
liamcht would have to do, would be to make good the 4di« 
ciency out of the first aids ; and he was pretty certaki, thst-thit^ 
450,000!. granted to his late Majesty in 1747, was not td 
make good the deficiency of the appropriated duties, bet wa^ 
clearly over and above the 8oo,oool. a-year granted to biitt oil 
his accession. His lordship then turned his an:^Tt]6n to ifat 
amendment, and observed upon several passages of it with 
great asperity. He said tliey were tinsupported by tnitf>. 
The charge of undue influence, he contended, was false ^ao4 
ill-fonnded ; of which a stronger proof need not be. adduced^ 
than the uniform suppon vC^hich was given to his Majesty'* 
measures by one of the niost respeftable, independent, aM 
disinterested description of men in this countqj, the gremt 
body of land-owners of this kingdom, who loaded their po»« 
sessions with heavy burdens, and who, from their situation^ 
were well known to be totally out of the way df being ope^ 
rated upon in the least degree by the influence of the Crown. 
This support was as unprcfcedented in this country as it was 
merited, and originated as much in the propriety of the 
measures supported, as in the unpopularity x;auscd by the de^ 
testable, dangerous, and unconstitutional conduft of what h 
commonly in this country called the Opposition. His tord* 
ship endeavoured to shew, that several of the arguments m&A^ 
use df by the noble marquis, respefting the outgoings of ihe 
present reign, were xrrontotis \ and contended, that at >n6 
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time harf economy and frugality both, been more constantly 
and successfully pradlised in the disposition of the royal re- 
venue. He said, that an increase of the expenditure, un- 
der the head of the coflFerer^s account, was obvious, from 
an increasing and numerous royal family; that secret ser- 
vice money was a service that, on particular occasions, could 
not be stinted without risk ; and tliat the pension list wa^ 
increased, not wantonly, or with a lavish hand, but on good 
grounds, to persons who had rendered eminent services to 
their country ; to others worn out in the public service, and 
who had impaired their fortunes in it ; and to several oiBScers 
in the law department, who, from their long and meritorious 
services, were thought proper objedls of royal bounty* It 
was urged, he observed, that reforms ought to have been 
made, in order to confine the expenditure within the royal 
income, and not to contrail debts, and thereby virtually 
pledge Parliament for their payment ; but this, he contendeci, 
was mere matter of argument; for the debt was regularly 
contra£led every year, both previous and since the year 1760^ 
in every administration, settled and unsettled, he presumed ; 
as well in that of the noble niarquis, who now so highly 
condemned it, as in every other that preceded or followed it» 
On the whole, therefore, on every principle of gratitude to 
the Sovereign, who had, from a peculiar tenderness for the 
prosperity of his subje£ls, out of a principle of equity to that 
Sovereign, who had relmquished what he was justly entitled 
to retain and possess, he trusted that their lordships would 
cheerfully concur in both parts of the requisition, as being 
equally necessary, reasonable, and just. 

The. Duke of Graf tony after testifying his high respedl for 
the personal virtues of his Majesty, and how cheerfully he 
was inclined to acquiesce in every measure which might pro- 
mise to promote his happiness, and support the dignity and 
lustre of the Crown, declared he could by no means, consist- 
ent with the duty he owed to his Sovereign and his country^ 
agree with the address now moved ; he would much rather, 
if it were agreeable to parliamentary order, put the previous 
question, both on the address and amendment : he doubted it 
was- not; and when he had inquired into the matter, from 
those who were better acquainted with the estaiblished forums 
of the House, he would again rise and move it, in whatever 
manner the usages of Parliament permitted him. He ob- 
served, that the noble earl w^ho spoke last; had made use of a 
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very cmpliatical expression, " every administratiorh, settled 
or unsettled." That very influence of the Crowni whicb 
could settle and unsettle administrations at pleasure, ^as,»he 
solcmnlv protested, the great cause of the deficiency now sa 
justly complained of. It was that fluctuating state of poli- 
-tics, and change of men, that till very lately rendered ev^eii 
cvCrv thought of reformation totally impradlicahle j for he 
was thoroughly convinced, that 8cx?,oool. a-year, was a 
most dmple revenue, and fully sufficient to answer every ex^ 
pence of the civil government, ordinary and exti aordinary^ 
He was ready to pledge himself to that House, that he would 
prove most clearly, upon incontrovertihle fatSts, that that 
sum would support the Crown with a dignity and lustre it had 
not experienced for many years. He expe£led to hear it 
urged in reply. Why, when you were minister, did not yott 
set this reform on foot ? You came to Parliament on a simi- 
hr errand, while you presided ut the head of the national 
finances ; and how could you make such an application, when 
fou were satisfied that the royal revenue vvas an ample one ^ 
He said he put the question, on purpose to answer it, and pre- 
clude the obje6lion. It was the unsettled, slippery siteation he 
stood in ; it was the improbability of succeeding in it, and 
the didlates of common prudence, not to encounter the odium 
such a measure would be produdbive of, which shewed him. 
die folly of obstinately persisting in a fruitless attempt.. He 
was well aware what an invidious task it would be r how 
many persons it would ofFcnd ; how m^ny men it would ir- 
yitate, who had both the power to obstriwS the measure, and 
the means too. of avenging themselves on its author. He 
had a noble lord in his eye [Lord Talbot], who once 
thought that such a scheme was pradlicable, and who had in- 
curred a considerable deal of odium on that account, and^ 
as it turned our, to very little purpose ; for, by some of" the 
observations which fell from th'» noble marquis, it appeared^ 
that that part of the establishment with which the noble 
lord was connc6lcd, was rapidly on the increase, instead of 
being diminislied. His grace said, out of regard to the 
noble marquis, he would not move the previous question oa 
his amendment ; but he conjured their lordships, as the best 
proof of their loyalty and afFeflion for his Majesty, that 
they would consent to have the original motion postponed,, 
and agree to appoint a committee to inquire into the expen- 
diture ; but more particularly, to inquire wliat parts would 

best 
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best admit of a redu<£kion ; and when that was finally set- 
tled, then proceed to a vote of concurrence for whatever 
this, reduced estimate might amount to ; that, he offered to 
prove, would not exceed his Majesty's present revenue, and 
would not bear upon a single article which was thought by 
his warmest friends to administer to his Majesty's ease and 
personal satisfadtion, or was necessary to sustain, with splen- 
dour and dignity, his elevated rank and situation ; — on thd 
contrary, he was convinced the retrenchments he had in 
contemplation, would every one of them tend to promote a 
rational liberal economy, and good government. As to 
the matter which had been so strongly contested, relative to 
the disposition of the excess of the appropriated duties during 
the late reign, it was a point which had long since given 
birth to contrary opinions ; and the manner that affair stood 
in tlie civil list a£t passed at the commencement of that reign, 
was urged against Sir Robert Walpole, as one of the most 
objeftionable parts of his political conduft. Be that as it 
may, the point was in some degree decided, by the with- 
holding the small overplus revenue, and augmenting the ci- 
vil list fund with it, early \n the present reign. His grac« 
lamented very pathetically the universal moral and political 
depravity of the age, which he attributed in a great dcg)-e« 
to the operative powers of the influence of the Crown on 
all ranks, from the highest to the lowest, and prediftcd 
that they would continue to extend in proportion as that in- 
fluence was strengthened and increased. He observed, that 
the consequences of the address promised to be truly alarm- 
ing, if in no other light but the irresistible power it threw 
into the hands of ministers, who were generally good and 
virtuous, in proportion to the ' number of temptations, and 
the means they had of rendering themselves corrupt, despotic, 
and oppressive. His grace again pledged himself to the 
House, that he would prove from documents the most clear, 
authentic, and incontestible, if they should consent to go into 
a committee on the subjeft, that 8oo,cx^ol. per annum would 
answer every end of private ease, personal dignity, and royal 
splendour ; m short, every appendage to royalty, but what 
his Majesty's ministers mistakenly thought a necessary one^ 
that of giving them, through the means of corrupt influence, 
an unbounded power and control over the will and resolutions 
of Parliament. 

Earl Taiiot looking upon himself as called upon by the 
' A a 2 noble 
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noble marquis, but more particularly by the noble dote 
■who spoke last^ rose and spoke for upwards of three quarters 
of an hour. In reply to the noble marquis, relative to the 
equitable pretensions the Crown had to come to Parliament, 
because his present Majesty had relinquished the appropriated 
duties, and had taken a net 800,000 1. a year in liea 
thereof, he believed that was not perfedlly explained by his 
lordship. He had himself conversed with the late Mr- 
Pelham, when minister, on the subjecSl- Mr. Pelham was 
an honesty able man, though not so great a minister as Sir 
Robert W alpole. He seldom conversed with ministers, be-^ 
fore his acceptance of the post he now occupies in his Ma- 
jesty's household ; he ahvays opposed their measures : since he 
has voted with administration, he conversed as little with 
them. Sir Robert Walpole was an able minister ; he saw the 
necessity of rendering the Crown independent ; and he be- 
L'eved tfiat there were many parts of Sir Robert's condudl: 
inuch more objectionable, than his securing for the Crown 
the 800,000 1. independent of Parliament, and tl>e surplus of 
the appropriated duties, if any surplus should arise. To re- 
turn ; he remembered very well his speaking to Mr. Pelham 
on the subjedt ; but yet he never understood, whatever doubts 
that gentleman might have entertained, as to the appropria- 
tion of the surplus, if any surplus shoukl arise, that tl)e 
450,0001. granted in 1747, was- not over and above the 
8oo,0001. consequently, he was pretty certain, that the noble 
marquis was at least iitistaken in that part of his argument, 
when he said that sum was included and granted to make up 
the deficiency. His lordship further remembered, tliat one 
of tlie duties appropriated arose from an excise, which was 
deemed extremely hurtful and pernicious to both the health 
and morals of the people [supposed to mean British spirits] j 
and when the legislature thought fit to lay an additional duty 
to what was then imagined to be pretty nearly equal to a pro- 
hibition, and when this high duty was found to raise the 
fund instead of prohibiting the sale of the commodity, which 
\vas the intention of the legislature, the excess arising there- 
from was looked upon as an augmentation, and not by any 
>neans ias asserted by the noble marquis, to be held in trust 
for the public. As to the great increase of expenditure, stated 
;bv the same noble lord, to have arisen in the cofferer's 
office, in which the expences arising in his department were 
included, most certainly his own part of the disbursements 
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had increased within the last eight years the sum of 26,000!. 
There was a variety of concurrent circumstances which 
caused this increase ; not any one of them, he would venture 
to assert, that could fairly be imputed to an inattention or 
ntgledl of duty. He appealed to, their lordships' rccollediioa 
if, when he fine entered on his office, he did not exert him- 
self as much as possible to contradl within reasonable bounds 
the expences of that part of the household, as well as retrench 
and strike off what appeared to him totally unnecessary. His 
plan would have succeeded, at least in part, but for the rea- 
sons he should mention before he sat down. The first step he 
took, was to put several of the household upon board-wages, 
where there were tables kept, and strike off the tables where 
there was no adtual attendance. This, for a while, gave con- 
tent to several? indeed they petitioned for such a regulation ; 
but, on the other hand, it became a source of endless clamour 
with others ; and it was well observed by the noble duke in 
Ac blue ribbon, that the task of reformation is a very invidi- 
ous task, when undertaken by an individual: indeed J have 
often known it to miscarry when seemingly countenanced by 
Parliament. These regulations were found to press upon some 
persons whose voices were loud enough to make themselve* 
heard ; it was a popular topic, and many who were totally ig^ 
norant of the true cause, joined in the clamour. I can bet- 
ter explain my meaning by adverting to a single circumstance, 
which will shew how difficult it is to reform the menial ser- 
vants of his Majesty's household, when the profits are enjoyed 
by persons of a certain rank, and services petformed by ano^ 
ther. The fa£t I allude to, is, that one of the turnspits in 
his Majesty's kitchert was, and, I believe, still is, a member of 
the other House. The poor man who performed the duty 
had 5I. a year for his trouble. Many similar instances might 
he mentioned. I 'have seie<3ed this one. But to return to 
the more immediate ofejeft, the increase of expendixu re in my 
office. This has arisen from a variety of circumstances, 
such as the prodigious advance on all the necessaries and luxu- 
ries of life, the increase of the royal family, of attendants, 
nurses, tabks, &c. Even the very reform I made in the 
early part of his Majesty's reign, has added, instead of dimi^ 
nishing the expence. By that establishment, several pers : ; 
who had board-wages allowed them, but who gave little or . 
personal attendance, are now obliged to perform their du .. 
They claim the benefit of the establishment then made, . :: 
tx^ obliged at die same time to haye tables allowed them, - *- 
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cause it is indispensably necessary that they should always be 
ready to attend. There are now no less than three and twenty 
tables kept^ eleven of which are for the nurses, there being so 
many of that description. It is necessary that each dliould 
have a separate table, for who would trust two women at the 
same table, and expe£l they would long agree ? 

He recollected a circumstance, he said, which would, he 
^believed, fully establish the idea urged by the noble mover of 
the address, and the other noble lords who spoke in support 
of it ;' which was, the offer made by the late Sir John Bar- 
nard, of farming the duties appropriated for the payment of the 
civil list, at 900,000!. per annum. It was never imagined 
that the public, had the offer been accepted of, were to reap 
the benefit of the ioo,oool. surplus ; on the contrary, it was 
then urged as an argument, that the Crown had a revenue 
fully sufficient to maintain its lustre and dignity, if it had been 
properly managed. 

His lordship then drew a most melancholy pi6i:ure of the 
domestic situation of the Sovereign, and how far his feelings, 
as a man and a master, were daily wounded ; nay, he as- 
serted, that they had totally broke his peace of mind, and pur- 
sued hijn to his most secret retirements. He appealed to their 
lordships, if there was one of them could rest quietly on his 
pillow, while he was conscious at the instant that his servants 
and tradesmen were rendered miserable on his account ; threat- 
ened perhaps with the want of the necessaries of life, or with 
bankruptcy and ruin. The very coal- merchant who served 
the household, had, he said, 6000I. due to him ; so it was in 
proportion with all the other tradesmen. Again, the poor 
menial servants, who had no other means whatever of sup- 
port, and who had six quarters wages due to them, how piti- 
able and distressing must their situation be! Their com- 
plaints, he affirmed, werq sufficient to penetrate a heart the 
most obdurate and unfeeling; and he solemnly protested, 
that his own situation was very nearly as much to be pitied, 
being necessarily obliged to hear those stories of distress and 
■wretchedness, without having it in his power to alleviate or 
remove them. He even sacrificed the privileges of his place i 
those vacancies which he had a right to dispose of, he be- 
stowed upon several of them, in order to sot'tcn and blunt 
their miseries. He did not claim this privilege of appointing 
as a right inherent in his office, but a permission his Royal 
Master indulged him with, in common with his predecessors 
who had occupied the same high post. And to add to the si- 
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tuation of the crown creditors, the dread of a demise sus- 
pended over their heads was enough to bring them to the very 
brink of despair. 

He observed, that great stress had been laid on the ioo,OOoL 
augmentation, which he understood was what was proposed, 
as if that sum was to be drawn out of the pockets of his people, 
already too heavily burthened with taxes. This, he said, 
was a fallacious method of stating that matter ; for he ap- 
pealed to their lordships, if it was not a received opinion, 
both within and without doors, that every estate in this 
country is taxed at the rate of ten shillings in the pound. 
The civil list is known to be subjedt to the heaviest taxes that 
are laid, and is equally burthened with the land. If, there- 
fore, one half returns in taxes, the proposed increase would 
not bfe a6lually more than 50,0001. out of the public purse, 
instead of ioo,OOOl. which it; was represented to be 

His lordship concluded with debating the point of influ- 
ence, so strongly urged by the noble marquis, and so pointed- 
ly stated in the amendment; on the contrary, he thought 
that whatever tended to make the Sovereign easy in his do- 
mestic situation, and independent of the minister, served as 
so much power to be used for the benefit of the people, not 
against them. The situation of his Majesty, says his lord- 
si lip, was much to be lamented a few days since. It was 
such as I have described it. Suppose administer a fortnight 
ago should tell his Majesty that he could not come to Parlia- 
ment ; suppose he should threaten, or had threatened to re- 
sign, what could liis Majesty do ? What would not he pro- 
mise or grant a minister, circumstanced as he must have 
been ? It is true, we may suppose, that though the minister 
had resigned, your lordships, when you received the mes- 
sage, would have complied ; but give me leave to tell you, 
my lords, it would have raised and increased difficulties : it 
might not defeat the measure ; it would nevertheless create 
divisions here; it would create divisions in administration; it 
would tend to divide ministers more than they arc already, 
and God knows they are divided enougli. On the whole, my 
lords, I would never have the King dependent on his mini- 
sters, which, while his affairs are distressed, must always be 
the case. He is not his own master. The ministers have it 
in their power to didlate their own terms. He must grant 
whatever favours they chuse to ask ; he is left no will of his 
pwn 9 ^hey tell him they will resign, and abandoQ the very 
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measures, perhaps, they have been the contrivers of, while 
the King labours under difficulties such as the present. 

The Marquis of Rockingham rose in reply, and animad- 
verted upon some violent expressions which had fallen from a 
noble lord high in office [Lord Sufiblk]. The words, hp 
said, were, " That the condufl of what was called in this 
country Opposition, was detestable, dangerous, and uncon- 
stitutional. *^ This, his lordship observed, was a heavy 
charge, for no other crime than barely differing from the no- 
ble lord and his colleagues in office. But he presumed, that 
the charge was founded on the important discoveries of Mr^ 
Brown Dignam, and those made concerning Mr. Sayer the 
banker. 'It was, indeed, a sure means of rendering any man, 
or set of men, detestable, when spies and informers were em- 
ployed and paid to forge plots and conspiracies against the 
■state. Mr. Sayer was to have possessed himself of the Tower, 
and the person of the King, if Mr. Richardson was to be be- 
lieved ; and« several of the most respedlable charaders in both 
Houses, if Mr. Brown Dignam was to be credited, were con- 
cerned in a conspiracy against the life of his Majesty. This 
kind of policy seemed at first sight somewhat extraordinary, 
bul it nevertheless answered certain purposes, upon a narrower 
inspedlion. It served to account, in part, for the disposition 
of the secret-service money, and at the same time to sub- 
stantiate the charge, that the condudl of what was called Op- 
position, was detestable. To be sure the money laid out in 
this manner was well spent, and the authority on which the 
charge was founded truly respectable ! He supposed the 
noble lord would explain what he meant ; because, however 
authentic the information might have been, on which his 
charge was supported, it was confineS to a few, and could not 
be supposed to reach the condudl of all those who were called 
Opposition in this country. 

The Earl of Suffolk denied that he made use of the word de^ 
iestabUy and did not think it fair nor parliamentaryUo have 
expressions imputed (o him which he never used — [Here their 
lordships looked at each other with astonishment] ; but even 
if he had, he thought himself fully justified in making use of 
it ; for he sincerely was of opinion, that the conctu6l of Op- 
position merited both the contempt and detestation of every 
man who wished well to the interests and prosperity of his 
country. I do in my conscience and soul believe, that the 
detestable condudl of those called Opposition in this country, 
b^ been ^s instrumental in. rendering the present administra- 
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tJon popular, as the wisdom and reSitude of their measures. 
1 do in my conscience and soul believe, that their detestable 
condudl has increased the majority in both Houses; and I am 
in my very soul and heart convinced, that they have rendered 
tlaemselves so universally detestable, by the mode and com- 
plexion of thtiigr opposition, that many members who were 
doubtful as to the justice and expediency of the measures pur- 
suing by the King's servants, have attached themselves to 
administration, and voted with them, solely on that account. 
His lordship denied, without reserve, that Dignam had giveir 
any information against the noble and honourable persons 
alluded to by the noble marquis. He was ashamed to hear 
Dignam's name mentioned in such a respedable assembly ; 
but since it was, he could affirm, that the manner it was re- 
presented was ill-founded. He was neither encouraged to 
tell lies nor truth ; nor was he paid for what he did tell. His 
story was worthy of attention : it was plausible, and full of 
every appearance of truth. It would have been extremely 
improper to refuse to listen to it ; smd administration, he 
affirmed, condudled themselves with the utmost propriety. 
TKey listened, but did not believe ; and took the necessary^ 
the most efficacious means to discover the truth ; and when 
they found him to be an impostor, they abandoned him to 
the laws. And he begged leave to repeat once more, be- 
fore he sat down, that the conduft of those called the Opposi- 
tion, was detestable ; and though Dignam was an impostor, 
he had other proofs, and those of such a nature as not to ad- 
mit of a doubt, that Opposition deserved that public detesratiofl 
which they were notoriously known 10 be held in. 

The Earl of Shelburne said, he should abstain, out of rc- 
speft to )iis Sovereign, and their lordships, from animadvert- 
ing on the indecent charges, and tlie coarsctiess of expres- 
sion that accompanied them, which fell from the noble 
lord who spoke last. They would have been unworthy 
of notice at any time ; the present, for the reason before 
assigiTed, woulcl be particularly unseasonable. He professed 
his astonishment at the language held by the friends of the 
address throughout the whole debate. The civil list revenues 
were described as so much hereditary property ; they were 
represented as an entailed estate, and dedu£lions drawn from 
that supposition, shewing, that the Crown had an absolute, i 
distin6l property in the duties appropriated for the fnaintc- 
nance of the civil government, independent of Parliament, 
than which nothing can be farther /rom the true state of that 
^natter. The duties alluded to, at no time belonged to the 
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Crown, they were at the disposition bf Parliament ; King 
' William had 4000I. per week taken from him, though the 
nation were under such singular ohligations to him. The 
grants of the forfeited estates, which formed pait of them, 
were resumed in the next reign, and applied to the exigen- 
cies of the state. In ilie reign of Queen iy^ne, 700I. per 
week was charged on the post-office, which was part of the 
civil list revenue ; and several othcf parts of it were applied 
to particular uses, and to the exigencies of the war. It was, 
therefore, to the last degree absurd, preposterous, and falla- 
cious, to suppose the agreement made by his present Majesty 
was any a£l of concession in him. He relinquished nothing; 
he gained nothing. He accepted tlie bounty of Parliament. 
The offer came from himself; and it may be presumed, that 
the noble lord who then enjoyed his conhdence, advised him 
to demand such an income as would be adequate to the main- 
tenance and support of the Crown with dignity and splendour. 
But even if his Majesty had the option we hear this day so 
loudly contended for, the agreement was solemn and specific, 
and ought not to be receded from. It must have been in his 
Majesty's contemplation at that time to mafry. He must 
have provided accordingly for the necessary expences attend- 
ing such a state, and the probabih'ty of having a numerous 
issue, which the event has since proved, and whom God long 
preserve. It is therefore, taking the matter in either light, 
an idle and ill-founded argument. If he had no specific or 
rightful claim on the appropriated duties, he of course lost 
nothing ; if he had, and made a fair, equitable agreement, 
he is manifestly bound by it. As to the accounts, he 
said they were fallacious and defeftive. They were defec- 
tive, because they came unaccompanied by a single voucher ; 
accounts unvouched, were in fadl no accounts. Those lying 
on the table stated such and such sums, issued under the heads 
therein enumerated, but make no mention to Whom, or on what 
account. The only fa6i that can be gathered from them, is, 
that certain sums were paid, but on what account the House 
IS not informed, no more than if no such transadtion had ever 
happened. In short, what was put in detail, might he as 
well put in gross ; the whole deficiency, or the total of all 
tiiat was paid, might be as well strited in one or two lines, 
just as the clerk thought proper,, as those several items that 
appeared, for the account was an unvouched account, which, 
in the plain understanding of all men, was no account. But 
if the accounts were deredive, there was an article stared ia 
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the produce of the civil list revenues, which contained the 
grossest fallacy and imposition on the very face of it. If one 
false article in any account could be proved, and it was mani- 
fest that the imposition got into it by design, it was a fair dc- 
du£tion to say, that the whole account was false. What 
then, from the manifest defeftivcness of the accounts, for 
want of vouchers and specification, and the gross impositioa 
of this one article he was about to mention, he was fairlj 
justified in point of fa6t, as well as argument, to say, that the 
whole was one scene of imposition and delusion. He should 
not dwell on the atrociousness of the offence, the indignity put 
on Parliament, and the injustice to the nation, but leave that 
to the feelings and judgment of their lordships. The point 
was this, the increase on the hereditary revenue was stated in 
tlie account to amount to upwards of 30,cxx)l. a year, which^ 
by the bye, was the greatest part of the excess of the appro- 
priated duties, which, in the whole, according to the tnuci- 
lated and fabricated accounts on the table, amounted to no 
more than 70,0001. per annum. Now, upon inspection, k 
came out, that this increase was not on wliat was improperly 
called the appropriated duties, according even to the Ian- 
guage of administration, but upon the parliamentary duties. 
This excess, or surpluss of 30,000!. arose from the increase 
of the post-oflSce fund, which was created by the post-office a(2 
of the fifth of his present Majesty, to which the Crown had 
not the most distant pretence. Frcwn this incontrovertible 
fa£t, which he defied the most zealous supporter of the ad- 
. dress to contradift, he drew this conclusion, that the ac- 
counts were no less defedtive and informal, than they were 
fallacious and impositions. 

He observed, that the noble lord Svith the white staff 
[Lord Talbot] had referred to a fadt, which, if taken in hit 
lordship's own way, proved nothing ; and proved at the 
same time, that it was mere argument, and that nothing se- 
rious was intended wlien the offer was made. The noble 
lord with the white staiF asserted, that Sir John Barnard of- 
fered to farm the civil list revenue at 900,000 1. per annum. 
What would that prove, supposing he had offered double that 
sum ? But, says the noble lord, it was used in argument to 
shew the civil list revenue was improperly managed. Be it so; 
it was a good argument to shew, that Parliament had no right 
to make good the deficiencies, wlien the duties* instead of falU 
ing short of the 8oo,dool. would have produced another hun- 
dred ; but it was impossible Sir John Baroard, or the Parlia- 
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ment, could have meant, that if the duties had {)roduced the 
900,000!. the Crown would have been entitled to the sur- 
plus ; because the very demand then made implied a right to 
a specific sum, and not to the duties. If the duties belonged 
exclusively to the Crown, the Crown must have been satis- 
fied with the produce ; if they did not, but were pledged to 
it for a specific sum, the Crown had a right to apply to Par- 
liament to make good that sum. Finally, taking the offer as 
a matter of mere argument, it was plain that Sir John was 
out in his computation, for the whole of the duties have 
hitherto amounted to no more than 870,000!. per annum. 

His loidship concluded with a general account of the de- 
generacy of the people at large, the pernicious consequences of 
fedlion, of patronage, of borough-hunting, of contradtors 
and their contra6ls, of ' peculations and corruption at- home, 
of the increased influence of the Crown, and a variety of other 
circumstances of singular importance. He observed, that 
the influence of the Crown was not the only influence wliich 
tended to bring this nation to slavery, destrudlion, and ruin ; 
nor was the all-powerful eiFefts of corruption confined to 
Parliament ; the whole mass of the people were corrupted,' 
or corruptible. No man scarcely possessed. a political right in 
the state, who did not wish to part with, or sell it for as much 
i«oney as it would bring at market. The nation was com- 
posed of buyers and sellers. Every man wished to purchase, 
or dispose ; and when he purchased, it w^as always with an in- 
tention to dispose.' Which of their lordships who lived in 
the neighbourhood of a borough, did not wish to bring tliat 
borough over to be at his own disposal ; and which of them 
was it, that having it in his possession, did not wish to derive 
advantages suited to its value, or the peculiar temper and dis- 
position of the possessor? Where was the borough that was 
not to be bought, or influenced ? Or, if such a phoenix could 
be found, where was the borough or city that could long 
withstand the temptations or arts employed to rob it of its 
integrity, or influence or mislead its judgment? What can- 
not be efi^edled by fraud, corruption, or force, is brought 
about by various other methods. Contra6is and contraftors, 
and the inexhaustible source of influence derived through these" 
fruitful channels, have done wonders ; and have succeeded m 
cases, where bribes, places, and pensions, from insuperable 
impediments, must have for ever failed. Contradls not 
only answer purposes in Parliament, but from their fertile and- 
happy nature^ flow through twice ten thousand channels,- 
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The great contradl on have their different contrafls; those 
again are divided and subdivided almost ^^/;^;2//2tfm ; so that 
scarcely a man, who possesses any property throughout tlie 
kingdom, but fimls it his. interest to support measures, to wish 
to prolong a war, by which, though the public may be 
ruined, he is sure to be rendered opulent and independent. 
This influence, growing from contrafis, has risen to a pitch 
hitherto unparalleled. It has got among the directors of 
great companies, and extended itself among their creatures 
and dependants. While government serves them as chosen 
friends, it enables them to be the chosen friends of govern- 
ment. To answer the purposes of patronage, it has been ex- 
tended to some of the nabobs of Leadenhail-street, who not 
content in the pillage of the East, and of plunging us into a 
war to enable them to pillage the West, have now contrails 
heaped upon them, lest they should be tempted to pay any at- 
tention to the interests of tlie Company, contrary to the opi- 
nion of the noble lord who has employed the power, riches, 
and patronage of the Company, in supporting his favourite 
measures on the opposite side ot the globe. Indeed, the pre- 
sent minister had surpassed all his predecessors in o£Bce, in 
drawing advantages from having it in his power to obhge his 
friends with contracts ; for his predecessors usually waited 
till applications were made, but his lordship had improved 
upon this general rule of disposing of them: he was too mind- 
ful of his friends to negledtthem when so fortunate an oppor- 
tunity offered to oblige them. He accordingly sends oilers, 
encourages, and saves them the trouble of asking j loth to 
offend their delicacy, he meets them more than half-way. 
The power of influence, though general, is not, however, 
universal. There are some who liave the virtue, perhaps, tO; 
withstand it; and even in the mercantile world there are 
many who plainly perceive its tendency, and dread its evil 
effeSs. He said, he was lately in conversation with one of 
the latter description, on the subjedt of the place of chamber- 
lain, who told him, that the profits of that oflScer's place was 
mostly drawn from the interest accruing on the money, the 
property of the corporation, lying in his hands. Why is not 
the money put into the bank r Such is the credit of the bank 
at present, replied the gentleman, that I firmly beUeve, if 
such a proposition were made to the city of iondon, they 
would not accede to itc His lordship tlien repeated several 
instances of the shameful peculation of the public, money ia 
almost ejery department of the stat« ; and particularly an in- 
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stance which hCely happened respeSing the extra revenue, 
whicht with every other of the kind, substantially helped to 
create the very debt now desired to be paid oflF ; that was the 
secretary to a commission, which was to hold out nothing but 
death or slavery to America ; yet that very secretary had 
hidj a pension granted on duties raised on part of that 
country, on the rour and a half ^^ cent, duties, unjustly 
raised on some of the sugar islands ; a tax merely bid on by 
Tirrae of prerogative ; a tax which he supposed would be 
hardly defended by a majority of that House who had so often 
declared, since the common consent of the present war with 
America, that the Britisli Parliament alone had a right to 
lay or levy duties on the subjefts of the British empire, and 
not the King by his bare proclamation ; and a tax, he trusted^ 
for the honour of the legislature, and the preservation of the 
riglits of the people, he would one day see reprobated as ut- 
terly illegal and unconstitutional ; as equally incompatible 
with the power of Parliament in one light, as with the clear 
distin£t right of property of the people, other than by their 
own consent, in the other. ^ 

His fordship concluded by making some striflures on 
what fell from the noble lord who seconded the motion, re- 
lative to the average difference of the last sixteen years ex- 
penditure, and the civil list revenue when augmented to the 
sum proposed, which difference was represented as a trifle, 
though according to the noble lord's own confession, it 
amounted to 30,000!. per annum. This, his lordship said, 
was very strange language indeed ; and that too by a noble 
lord who was entFiisred, with others, with the care of the 
national finances. He supposed tlie noble lord looked upon 
the whole ioo,oool. but as a trifle ; yet he begged leave to 
assure his lordsiiip, thougli not so conversant in money mat- 
ters, that 100,0001. wiien properly considered, was a very 
great sum : it would pay the interest of this year's loan ; it 
Would prevent the people, already most cruelly bver-bur- 
thencd with taxes, from being heavier loaded ; it would, if 
appropriated to the purpose of supplying other taxes, under 
which the poor 'were suffering, it would occasion joy and 
gladness to millions of miserable, though industrious poor ; it 
would answer for the duties now raised on leather, soap, can-* 
dies, and salt ; it would let in the light by day, and be thi 
cause of cheering the lonely, miserable, dusky mansions d( 
the poor labouring part of the community by night; in fine, 
instead of corrupting the morals of all ranks, of infiuencrtig 

Par- 
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Parliament, and of furnishing means to the idle, extravagant, 
and profligate, of wallowing in vice, riot, luxury, and dissi^ 
pation, it might be happily employed in rendering the poor, 
oppressed and industrious part of the community more easy 
and comfortable in their destined situations, and be the means 
of relieving them from those intolerable burthens, which no 
people under heaven but themselves this moment endure. 

Lord Dudley concluded the debate. 

The question being put on tlie Marquis of Rockingham's 
amendment, the contents were 20, non-contents 96. 

As soon as their lordsiiips returned into the House, the 
Duke of Grafton repeated his former proposition, that he 
would, if a committee were appointed, prove to the satisfac- 
tion of the House, that ^oo,ODol. would be an ample revenue 
to support, not only the honour and dignity, but the lustre 
and splendour of the Crown. He entreated administration 
to consent to the proposition, as the only means of preventing 
the further increase of that influence, wln'ch threatened at 
length to overwheh'n this once glorious empire in inevitable 
destruction. 

The Earl of Suffolk opposed the intended efl^edt of the mo- 
tion. He said, sixteen yer:rs experience had afforded the ful- 
lest proof that 8cx>,OOol. was not adequate to the support of 
his Majesty's household, and the expences of his civil govern- 
ment ; that the minister who was at the head of the finances, 
was known to be equallv able and frugal, and no less honest 
than cither: and that under so good a Prince, assivSted by such 
a minister. Parliament had every right to be persuaded that 
the public money was wisely laid out, and faithfully applied 
to the purposes for which it was granted. 

The question being put on the Duke of Grafton's previous 
question, the contents were 98, non-contents 28. 

The main question ©n the address was then put, and agreed 
to by a majority of 90 to 20, and the House rose at half afteiF 
eight o'clock. 

THE PROTEST. 
Dissentient, 

For the reasons contained in the amendment proposed and 
rejedled, viz, in lieu of the address, to substitute the folbw- 
ing: 

To assure his Majesty of the inviolable aflTedlion and ]6f^ 
alty of this House ; and that it is with the sincerest affliction 
wc find our duty to his Majesty, and to our country, en- 
tirely 
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tirely incompatible witli our coippliance with tlic request 
znadc to us in his Majesty's name. 

That at a rime when the increase of puWic debt, attended 
with the decrease of the British empire, manifestly required 
the utmost economy in the management of the revenues of 
the Crown, we cannot behold, without astonishment and in- 
dignation, a profusion in your Majesty's ministers, which the 
greatest prosperity of our affairs could scarce excuse. 

That this House, with the most zealous devotion to your 
Majesty's true interests, beg leave to represent to your 
Majesty, that we humbly apprehend the clear revenue of 
8oo,cxx>l. a year, which supported the government and court 
of your Majesty's grandfadier, of happy memorv, in great 
authority and magnificence, is fully suflScient (if managed 
by your Majesty's servants with the same integrity and eco- 
nomy) to maintain also the honour and dignity of your Ma- 
jesty's Crown, in that reverence in which we wish, as much at 
least as those who have squandered away youi* revenues, to 
see it always supported. 

Parliament has already in consideration (we suppose) of 
some expences at the beginning of your Majesty's reign, dis- 
charged tiie debts and incumbrances on the civil list to a very 
great amount. Again to exceed the revenue granted by Par« 
liament, without its authority, and to abuse its indulgence in 
paying one debt, by contradting in so short a time aiK)ther, 
and a greater, is, on the first view, a criminal a<^. Your 
Alajesty's ministers ought to have laid some matter before this 
House, lending to shew that your Majesty's government could 
not be reputably supported on the provision made by 
Parliament ; whereas they have only laid before us the heads 
on which they have exceeded, without any thing that can 
tend either to justify or excuse the excess ; and the only rea- 
son given to us for paying that debt is^ that your Majesty's 
ministers have incurred it. 

With regard to the further increase of your Majesty's civil 
list revenues, we must decline any concurrence therein, not 
solely from motives of economy (though at no time more 
stridtly required) but from a dread also of the eifedt of 
such an augmentation on the honour and integrity of Parlia- 
ment, by vesting such large sums without account in the 
bands of ministers, when an opinion is known to prevail, and 
which we have no means of contradidling, that your Ma-j 
jesty's civil list revenues are employed in creating an undue 
influence in Parliament, it would be extremely unbecoming of 
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us to vote, without manifest reason, great sums out of the 
property of your Majesty's subjefls, which are supposed to be 
applied to our private emolument. It is our duty to attend 
to the reputation of Parliament ; and we beg leave to repre- 
sent to your Majesty, that a further increase of the present 
overgrown influence of the Crown would be a treacherous 
gift from Parliament evep to the Crown itself, as it will en- 
able the ministers to carry on those delusive systems which 
have been fatally adopted, and which, if pursued, must lead 
to the ruin, as they have already produced the distradlion, of 
this once great empire. 

Abingdon, £ffingham, 

Abergavenny, Richmond, 

Archer^ PoRtLAND, 

King, Rockingham, 

ThANET, t'iTZWILLIAM, 

torrington, devonshire, 

Stamford, Manchester* 

No debate. 

Jlprll 1 8. 

Private business. Adjourned to the 21 at. / .: 

Jprilzi, %ty 23, 24, 25. 

The same. Adjourned to the 28th. 

Jpril 28. \ . / 

Cause rcspe£ling a will, being an appeal from the couit ot{, 
chancery^ in which Winifred Lawson, widow, was appel- 
lant, ana — r Lawson, Esq. and others, respondents. As 

soon as the pleadings were finished,. Lord Mansiield, in one 
of the most able law arguments ever delivered in that House, 
traced the law relative to the point in question, from the 
year 1687 ^^ ^'^^ ^^^^ determination by tord Mardwicke iix 
1 742> in the several chancellorships of the last noble lord, 
and of Lords Jefteries, Cooper, Macclesfield, Harcourt, 
Kmg, and Talbot ; shewed that executors^ unless in cases 
where the contrary was inconsistent and incompatible with 
the apparent intention of the testator, or by implication, or 
strong presumption of fraud, were entitled to the residue of 
tlie personal estate, after paying debts and legacies. Oh 
tliese grounds, therefore, his lordship itioved, the first decree 
given in 1772, and another given in 1776, upon reliearings, 
to be both reversed ; which was agreed to. The lord chan- 
cellor made no reply. 

Vol, VL B b Jprik 
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jfpril 29, 



Private business. 
Bills passed* 



jipril 3a 



May I, 2. 
No debate. — Adjourned to the 5th. 
May 5, 6. 
Private business. 

May 7. I 

Bills passed* 

May 8, 9. 
Private business. — Adjourned to the lath* 

May 12, 13, 14, 15. 
The same. — Adjourned to the ,27 th. 

May 27. • 

Nothing. 

May z8. 
' It was moved to go into a committee on the silk MH, being 
the order of the day. 

Earl Paulet opposed the motion. His lordship stalted thff 
increasing and flourishing state of the. qianufadture, and the 
comparative value of labour and provisions in Frtnce-and 
England J and obsetved, that by some of the clauses in. the 
a£ly the raw silk was enhanched on the manufaTStirer: that 
the aft now to be .continued, being near expiring, raw silk 
had fallen in its vdluej but that, assodn as this bilfhad fwrssed 
the other House, it suddenly rose again ;. he cotitciided, thcfe* 
fore, that every kw Which raised the raw^ materials on the 
manufaftmer was impolitic ; and* moved^ that trhe order be 
postponed till that day three months. 

Lord Viscount H^eymouth said, that tlie bill had bten tricdy 
and had for several years been highly approved of. That he 
"Was not sufficiently acquainted with the subjeft, to controvert 
the fadls sJtated by the noble earl ; but should the bill, with* 
ciut any other provision having been made (which muit be 
the case so late in the session), be Jost, French silks Would be 
poured ih on us, to the utter ruin of the native *nanufafture. 
On this ground he rccom mended to the noble carl to with- 
draw his morion ; to go into the committee ; and th€*j ta 
move a shorter timci, for one year, for instance, till the whole 
slibjeft could be fully discussed in the next Session ; fol* if that 
sliould not prove agreeable, his lordship might lef the bill 
/^ass unnoticed in the committee, and oppose it on the thini 
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Earl Paukt closed with the first proposition, and moved in 
the committee, that the duration of the bill might be one, in- 
stead of six years ; and thei question being put, the motion 
passed in the negative. 

Lord Camden gave notice, that on the 30lh, the Earl of 
Chatham would attend the House, and make a motion re- 
spedting the American war. His lordship moved,' that the 
Lords might be summoned for that day. Agreed to. 

Adjourned to the 30th. 

May 30. 

The Earl of Chatham. My lords, this is a flying mo- 
ment ; perhaps but six weeks left to arrest the dangers that 
surround us. The gathering storm may break ; it has al- 
ready opened, and in part burst. It is diflScult for govern- 
ment, after all that has passed, to shake hands with defiers of 
the King, defiers of the Parliament, defiers of the people. I 
am a'deher of nobody ; but if an end is not put to this war, 
there is an end to this country. I do not trust my judgment in 
my present state of health ; this is the judgment of my better 
days ; the result of forty years attention to America. They 
are rebeh ; but what ar^ they rebels for ? Surely not for 
defending their unquestionable rights ! What have these re- 
bels done heretofore ? I remember when they raised four 
regiments on their own bottom, and took Louisburg from 
the veteran troops of France. But their excesses have been 
great. I do not mean their panegyric ; but must observe 
in attenuation, the erroneous and infatuated counsels which 
have prevailed — the door to mercy and justice has been shut 
against them. But they may still be taken up upon the 
grounds of their former submission. [^Ref erring to their peti' 
tion»'\ I state to you the importance of America; it is a ^ 
double market ; the market of consumption, and the market 
of supply. This double market for millions, with naval 
stores, you arc giving to your hereditary rival. America 
has carried you through four wars, ar>d will now carry you 
to your death, if you don't take things in time. In the 
sportsman's phrase, when you have found yourselves at fault, 
you must try back. You have ransacked every corner oi 
Lower Saxony ; but "46,000 German boors never can conquer 
ten times the number of British freemen : they may ravage ; 
they cannot conquer. But you wouW cohquet, you say ! 
•Why, what would you conquer — the map of America ? 
I am ready to meet any general officer on the isubje^k [look- 
mg atLoiii Amherst.] What will you do out of the protect 
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tion of youi* fleet ? In the winter, if together, they are starv- 
ed ; and if dispersed, they are taken oiF in detail. 4 I am ex- 
perienced in spring hopes, and vernal promises ; I knov^* what 
ministers throw out ; but at last will come your equinoftial 
disappointment. The tell you-— what ? That your army 
will be as strong as last year, when it was not strong enough. 
You. have got nothing in America but stations. You have, 
been three years teaching them the art of war. They are, 
apt scholars, and I will venture to tell your lordships, that 
the American gentry will make officers enough, fit to com- 
mand the troops of all the European powers. What you 
have sent there, are too many to make peace, too few to make 
War. If you conquer them, what then ? You cannot make 
them respect you ; you cannot make tliem wear your cloth. 
You will plant an invincible hatred in their breasts against 
you. Coming from the stock they do, they can never respeft 
you* If ministers are founded, in saying there is no sort of 
treaty with France, there is still a moment left; the point of 
honour is still safe. France must be as self-destroying as 
England, to make a treaty, while you are giving her America 
at the exigence of twelve millions a-year. The intercourse 
has produced every thing to France ; and England, Old Eng- 
land, must pay for all. 1 have at different times made dif- 
ferent propositions, adapted to the circumstances in which 
they were offered. The plan contained in the former bill, is 
now impra6iicable : the present motion will tell you where 
you are, and what you have now to depend upon. It may 
produce a respeflable division in America, and unanimity at 
home. It will give America an option: she has yet had no 
option. You have said, lay down your arms, and she has 
given you the Spartan answer, " Come, take." 
[Here he read his motbn.] 
•* THAT an humble address be presented to his Majesty, 
most dutifully representing to his royal wisdom, that this 
House is deeply penetrated with the view of impending ruin 
to the kingdom, from the continuation of an unnatural wa? 
against the British colonies in America; and most humbly 
to advise his Majesty to take the most speedy and efFe<5luai 
measures for putting a stop to such fatal hostilities, upon the 
only just and solicj foundation, namely, the removal of ac* 
cumulated grievances ; and to assure his Majesty, that this 
House will enter upon this great and necessary work with 
cheerfulness and dispatch, in order to open to his Majesty the 
xmly .means of regaining the a.ffc(ftioas of the British cqU>- 
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nies, dnd of securing to Great Britain the commercial ad- 
vantages of these valuable possessions ; fully persuaded, that 
to heal aiKl to redress, will be more congenial to the goodness 
and magnanimity of his Majesty, ^nd more pievalent over 
the hearts of generous and free-born subjedh, than the ri^- 
gours of chastisement and the horrors of civil war, which 
hitherto have served only to sharpen resentments and conso- 
lidate union, and if continued, must end in finally dissolving 
all ties between Great Britain and the colonies." 

Lord Chatham afterwards rose to explain what indeed he 
had before explained to Lord Lyttelton. The proposal is 
specific. I thought this so dear, that I did not enlarge upon 
it, I mean the redress of all their grievances, and the right 
of disposing of their own money. This is to be done instan- 
taneouslv. I will get out of my bed, to move it on Monday; 
This will be the herald of peace ; this will open the way for 
treaty ; this will shew Parliament siticerely disposed. Yet 
still much must be left to treaty. Should you conquer this 
people, you conquer under the cannon of France ; under j^ 
masked battery then ready to open. The moment a treaty 
appears, you must declare war, though you had only five ships 
of the line in England ; but Finance will defer a treaty as long 
as possible. You are now at the mercy of every little German 
chancery ; and the pretensions of France will increase daily» 
so as to become an avowed party in either peace or war. 
We have tried for unconditional submission ; try what can 
be gained by unconditional redress. Less dignity will be 
lost in the repeal, than in submitting to the demands of Ger- 
man chanceries. We are the aggressors ; we have invade4 
them ; we have invaded them, as much as the Spanish Ar- 
mada invaded England. Mercy cannot do harm; it will 
seat the King where he ought to be, throned on tlie hearts of 
his people ; and millions at home and abroad, now employed 
in obloquy or revolt, would pray for him. 

In making his motion for addressing the King, he insisted 
frequently and strongly on the absolute necessity of imme- 
diately making peace with America. Now, he said, wns 
the crisis, before France was a parry to the treaty. This 
vvas the only moment left, before the fate of this country 
was decided. The French coprt, he observed, was too wise 
to lose the opportui)lty of effe6lually separating America 
from the dominions of this kingdom. That whent^ver Fjance 
pr Spain entered into a treaty of any sort with Americ?, 
i^reat Britain must immediately declare war agaipst them, 

Bb3 • TKat 
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That he would be among the first to advise It, even if wt 
had but five ships of the line in our ports ; and that suck 
a treaty must and would shortly take place, were pacifica- 
tion delayed. War between France and Great Britain, he 
said, was not less probable because it had not yet been de- 
clared : it would be folly in France to declare it now, while 
America gave full employment to our arms, and was pour- 
ing into her lap her wealth and produce, the benefit of which 
she was enjoying in peace. He repeated, that America was 
contending with Great Britain under a masked battery of 
France, which would open upon this country as soon as she 
was fully prepared for war. He enlarged much on the im- 
portance of America to this country, which in peac€ and 
in war, he observed, he ever considered as the great source 
of all our wealth and power. And then added [raising his 
voice], " Your trade languishes, your taxes increase, your 
revenues diminish ; France at this moment is securing and 
drawing to henelf that commerce which created your sea- 
men, fed your islands, &c." — He reprobated the measures 
•which produced, and which have been pursued in the con- 
du61: of the civil war, in the severest language — infatuated 
measures giving rise, and still continuing a cruel, unnatural, 
self-destroying war. Success, it is said, is hoped for in this 
campaign. Why ? Because our army will be as strong this 
year as it was last, when it was not strong enough. The 
notion of conquering America was treated with the greatest 
contempt. What is it you propose to conquer ? The map 
of America ? As to the conquest of the country itself, the 
gaining of ten pitched battles would do nothing towards it. 
It is the descendants of Britons, inheriting their wisdom, 
fortitude, and perseverance — it is their country you have in- 
vaded. Were it praSicable, by a long continued course of 
success, to conquer it, the holding of it in subjeftion after- 
wards, would be utterly impossible. No benefit to be de- 
rived from that country to this, hut by the good-will and 
pure affedlion of the inhabitants. This is not to be gained by 
force of arms. Their aflFedlion is only to be re-gained by re- 
conciliation and justice. 

Earl Gower [president of the council] said, lie thought 
it his duty to rise and oppose the motion made by ti^e noble 
earl, for several strong and important reasons. In tlie fii^c 
place, it arraigned the condu£l of the nation, and condemned 
in the most improper terms, the measures which had been 
sanctioned by the Parliament and people \ and yet it was 

worded 
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worded ki so vague and indistinct a manner, that it was im- 
possible to know whaf set of measures it described, under the 
general charge of grievances ; whether it meant as well 
those in which his lordship a6led so conspicuous and distin- 
guished a part, as these which followed or preceded them, 
{Lord Chatham. I mean to convey, under the words ac- 
cumulated grievances, every thing which has passed in Par- 
liament relative to America since the year 1763]- He re- 
membered well the distindlion made at the time by the noble 
<?arl and several of his friends, between internal and exter- 
nal taxation. He remembered, that the noble earl himself 
cherished the distinSfion, and argued upon it. He did not, 
however, mean to press the argument further, by way of 
personal application, as the noble earl had reprobated the 
whole system of measures pursued in regard of America, since 
che conclusion of the peace, in which his own condudi must 
of necessity be included. He observed, that the motion 
hela out nothing new, and was nothing more than a repeti- 
tion of what had come from the noble lord on former oc- 
casions, and to which his lordship alluded. Similar proposi- 
tions had been made by two noble dukes, in their places, 
afterwards ; and unless the House had since changed its sen- 
timents, for which he CQuld*see no reason, it must continue 
to reje£k the present proposition, as well as all the preceding. 
For his part, he could not discover even a colourable pretext 
for their lordships altering their opinion ; the same specific 
point still continued in issue. It was not, as has been repre- 
sented by the noble earl, a paltry tax upon tea, a particular 
insult, ti single afl of violence or sedition, that was the true 
ground of the present dispute. It was not this tax, nor 
tliat aft, nor a redress of a particular grievance ; the 
great qiiestion in issue is, the supremacy of this couritry, 
and the subordinate dependence of America* It is not a 
.single a£t of legislation the people of that country dispute 
wiui this ; it is our claiming to bind them in any case what- 
ever. But jt hai been much relied on, in debating this suh^ 
jeft, that the " Americans are willing to submit to your 
laws of navigation. Let them *tax themselves ; you will 
thereby secure to this country great commercial advantages, 
and draw from them an adlual revenue to a considerable 
amo\int, without the trouble of colledling it." But, ray 
.iords, the direct contrary i$ manifest. They deny your 
.right to make laws for them, and of course deny the right 
j^i commercial control ; it being in vain to talk of rights 
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•which cannot be maintained but at the option of those who 
are to submit to their operation. That they have aimed at 
independence from the very commencement, is manifest 
from a hundred proofs. I shall mention but on^, which is, 
that among all the petitions, declarations, or remonstrances 
they have presented or set forth, they have uniformly guard- 
ed their expressions ; and have carefully avoided to bind 
themselves by any promise of submitting even to our com- 
mercial regulations for securing to this country the benefit 
of the aft of navigation and trade laws. The greatest 
length they have ventured, is a promise to submit to the ope- 
'ation of such afls of pur legislature as may be diredled to 
matters of commercial regulation, till they have time to 
judge of their efFedts. This it is plain, reduces the conces- 
sion just to nothing ; because it totally excludes every sub- 
stantial idea of right on one side, or submission on the 
otTier ; of dependence and subordination to- powers consti- 
tutionally created, and legally and justly exercised. ' His 
lordship adverted, in a ludicrous manner, to the change of 
sentiments in the tioble earl and the other noble lords on 
the other side of the House, respe£ling the prophecies of a 
French war, and positive predidtions of measures to be ;aken 
by France against this country. He observed what little at- 
tention was due to opinions so lightly taken up, and so sud- 
denly deserted, without reason, 111 the first instance ; and in 
all instances, he presumed, only to answer the temporary 
purposes of debate. He repeated, that the objeft of Ame- 
rica was independency from the beginning : that the event 
proved it beyond question ; and that nothing would so effec- 
tually tend to render the designs of our rebellious colonists 
successful, as agreeing to any motion which should diredHy, 
or in its consequences, lead to concede the supreme contiol- 
ing power of this country, unless it were first acknowledged 
in principle, as well as submitted to in point of operation by 
America. The idea thrown out by the noble earl, respeft- 
ing the condpft of France, was, he said, the most extraordi- 
nary, or rather the most extravagant, he ever heard, tak ing 
it in any one of the various lights in which his Lordship had 
brought it forward. The noble earl says, if we conquer Ame- 
rica, we will conquer it for France. ' If Frrtnce should join 
America against us, and get the better of us, America, though 
successful, will nevertheless be conquered, and become a 
province or dependency of France ; and though we nehher 
conquer or are conquered, still America will be lost to Eng- 

laod^ 
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land, and fall to bur enemies and rivals. If I had no other 
objeftion to the present motion than the pifture it would 
exhibit to foreign nations, of our pretended national imbe- 
cility, and the desperate situation of our affairs, that alone 
would be sufficient with me to give it a most hearty nega- 
tive, as inviting our foreign foes to avail themselves of our 
weakness, distress, and divided councils, when they are told 
of views of impending ruin, arising from the unsuccessful, 
fatal hostilities of an unnatural civil war. When their 
lordships turn an impartial, retrospective eye to the conduft 
of rebelHous subjefts in America, the repeated provocations 
they gave, by disclaiming the legislative power of this coun- 
try, and endeavouring to alienate the mind of his Majesty 
from his Parliament, and render the regal power independ- 
ent of the other two estates of the realm, he trusted they 
would have much more powerful motives for rejedling the 
present motion, than such as might be founded in deductions 
drawn from the views, feelings, or political conduft of any 
foreign court whatever. His lordship denied that Lord 
Howe's commission had turned out ineffedlual. In conse* 
quence of his proclamation, he contended, that great num- 
bers had flocked to the British standard ; numbers were daily 
coming in ; and without doubt, there were a great many 
Joyal persons in all the diiFerent parts of America, who only 
waited for an opportunity of claiming the protedlion of the 
British arms. In faft, the majority of the very rebels wish- 
ed to shake ofF the yoke they so severely felt ; they -were 
heartily tired of their new masters, and having tasted the 
difference between British liberty and American tyranny, 
they would gladly return to their allegiance, in order to par- 
ticipate of those blessings enjoyed by the rest of the suhjefls 
of the British government. With regard to tlie present 
prospedl: of affairs, he assured their lordships, it was a very 
flattering one. The campaign already commenced, would 
probably end the dispute. Administration had spared no 
pains to enable the commissioners to shew their power to 
compel, if they failed in their endeavours to persuade, the 
colonies to return to their duty ; and finished his speech by 
pointing out the impropriety of the motion on several 
grounds, and the improbability of its producing any one of 
the good effefts, which the noble lord who moved it, seemed 
so confident in predi6ling. 

The Duke of Grafton rose in reply, and spoke with great 
energy and precision. He congratulated the House, and the 
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nation at large, on the return of the noble earl who made 
the motion, to his duty in Parliament. A dawn of joy 
broke in upon his mind, in finding that the spirit which was 
formerly wont to pervade ev^ery part of the kingdom, and 
Jiad long slept, now revived, and, shewed it was not entirely 
lextinft; he meant^that love of liberty, that admiration of 
the man, who had been its warmest advocate, and who had 
raised the power, dignity, and splendour of the nation to a 
pinnacle of fame and greatness unknown to any foj'mer or 
subsequent period in any quarter of the giol^c. He contem- 
plajtedy with heart-felt pleasure, the revival of that spirit, 
which could coUccSt so very respciSiable an appearance below 
the bar, of gentlemen of all parties, which could croud the 
avenues leading to the House, so as not to leave sufficient 
room for their loidships to come to their seats, unless with 
die utmost difficulty. He was doubly happy in being satis- 
fied, from what had appeared, that the people still retained 
SL grateful sense of the high obligations the nation owed the 
*great man ; and he was assured, that nothing could save this 
nation from certain destruftion, but the calling the noble 
earl into a public situation, which might give his lordship 
an opportunity of a6ling once more the part of the saviour of 
fiis country ! He controverted every argument made use of 
})fy the noble earl who spoke before him, relative to the ul- ' 
timate obje<Sc of American independency. He knew well' 
whence those doSrines originated. Nothing was easier said. 
AU the noble lord had to do was to broach them. He knew 
the noble lord's [supposed to mean L6rd Mansfield] power 
and influence to be great ; his abilities were acknowledged ; 
yet," with all his power and abilities, he defied either him, 
or the noble earl who spoke last, to adduce a single suj>stan- 
iial proof, to sh^w that America ever aimed at independ- 
ence. He would not pretend to say what might be the 
particular sentiments of a few ambitious or rash individuals: 
but he put it on the fair ground of their public professions ; 
upon their declarations contained in their petition to the 
King, which petition was presented by Governor Penn to 
Lord Dartmouth, wh^o, by his Majesty*s direcjlions, laid it 
before that House ; which, though full of the most warm 
and loyal sentiments of duty and respe6l:, both for his Ma- 
jesty and Parliament ; though containing the sense of thirteen 
great and flouiishing colonics, wliose petition deserved soine 
attention, was rejected witii marks of indignity and con- 
tc^lK* Ho coateuded, that nothing but dire necessity com- 
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pelled the colonies to take up arms. They never dreamt of 
independence, till the wicked, oppressive, and cruel mea- 
sures adopted by administration, drove them to resistance, as 
the last resource ; and to seek assistance from foreign powers. 
On tiie contrary, they had tried every means it was almost- 
possible for human nature to devise ; and endeavoured to ex- 
cite the attention and proteftion of every branch of the le- 
gislature, by the strongest motives to compassion. His 
grace particularly relied on the petition from the Congress to 
the King (last mentioned), presented in 1775* ^^ ^^^ fullest 
and most unequivocal proof of their duty, zeal, and affedlion 
for this country, and its government. 

Lord Gower insisted, that the petition contained no specific 
acknowledgment, farther than what he had stated; a pro- 
mise to submit to the operation of a£is for restraininr 
their commerce, pursuant to the general scheme of the aft 
of navigation. 

Here the Duke of Grafton moved to have the petition read, 
as entered on the Journals Nov. the loth, 1775, when Mr. 
Penn was called to the bar to autlienticate it. The petition, 
after some opposition, was read, and proved, in many pas- 
sages, that Lord Gower had mistaken or misrepresented iti 
contents. — His grace then proceeded. He observed that 
if any thing were wanting to corroborate the contents of the 
above paper, it was the examination of Mr. Penn, the day 
ft was entered on their lordships' Journals. That gentle- 
man, by birth an Englishman, unconnected with party, go- 
vernor of the wealthiest and most populous province on the 
whole American continent, resident in the very city where 
the Congress, the framers of this petition, then adlually de- 
liberated and determined; acquainted personally with almost 
every single member of that Congress ; thoroughly well in- 
formed of the state and disposition of the people under hiB 
government, and tolerably acquainted respefting the state 
and disposition of every other government on the British 
American continent: this gentleman, without any tempta- 
tion or biass on his mind, but what might be supposed to ope- 
rate against America, not in its favour ; this gentleman 
came to their lordships' bar, and corroborated, nay, accord-/ 
ing to the interpretation of the noble earl who spoke last, 
went much farther, and contradidled, upon his oa|h, the 
most disiant idea of any notions of yidependence whatever 
in the Congress. On the contrary, he afiinped from his 
own knowledge, that no such design was thought of or 
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framed wiriiin his own government, nor, by what he could 
learn, by any other, either in Congress, or elsewhere, with 
the general exception of a few fadlious, violent, rash, or 
ambitious individuals, the well known appendages of all ci- 
vil commotions. . His grace observed likewise on a part of 
that gentleman's evidence, which, unhappily for this coun* 
try, was equally discredited and equally disbeHeved by 
those who ought to have taken care to be better infoniled ; 
which was the general unanimity of the people all over 
America, and their great strength and resources. The 
day that petition was dismissed without hearing and redress, 
the day that gentleman's evidence was disregarded, was, he 
said, the fatal commencement of our present impending mis- 
fortunes. Independence only existed in the brains and 
•speeches of a few individuals here, who had the influence and 
^rt to make themselves believed and obeyed. When, there- 
fore, the Congress and people of America found themselves 
Hegtedled by their Sovereign, despised, maligned, and tram- 
pled on by Parliament, and unconditional submission, or 
independence, made the only alternative ; in the midst of 
desperation, in the heat of resentment, from the necessity of 
their situation, from the most powerful of all motives, that 
of self-preservation, they at once disclaimed our government, 
and resolved to resist our oppressions, or perish in the at- 
tempt, 1 laboured all I could at the time, to soften the 

rigour of administration; I entreated, I supplicated; I fol- 
lowed even that refusal with another supplication, to know 
the force we had to contend with, at least, to know the 
force we were ourselves able to send, or had sent, against the 
xrolonics. Failing in both supplications, and prevented by 
a very indifferent state of health, I was compelled to quit 
town before that most cruel and impolitic measure, tlie 
prohibitory a6t, was passed. If any thing remained undone, 
thnt measure finished the busiiiess. I do assure your lord- 
ships, that nothing but the pressing necessity of immediately 
coming to some sudden resolution which may lead to conci- 
liation, could have induced me to trouble your lordships this 
day, particularly in my present state of health. My spirit is, 
I hope, adlive, and my inclinations warm, in the interests of 
my country, though they inhabit a very shattered, weakly 
constitution ; but [ do assure your lordships, as long as I 
have a leg to stand upon, I shall continue to come down, 
day after day, to this House, whenever an occasion, such 
as the present, offers, and supplicate, and entreat your 

lord* 
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lordships, as I do now, that you will agree to some mea* . 
sures of conciliation, which may deprecate that approaching 
destrudUon, which seems io await us on every side. His 
grace pronounced administration, timid, unskilful, and in- 
sincere. Their blunders, he said, were repeated ; and their 
equivocal disingenuous condudl became every day more and 
more manifest ; in fa£^, if he might be allowed to borrow a 
sportsman's phrase, they rather blinked the game, than 
pointed fairly to it. If called upon in Parliament for in- 
formation, which every member in eitlier House had a right 
to expe£^, they either gave no reply, or evaded tlie question. . 
Even this day, they only talked of a successfyl campaign, 
and that was air the hopes they gave the puWic, in return . 
for the very heavy taxes they paid, and the enormous ex- 
pence the American war had already ct)St the nation: and 
the much greater expcnce it was likely to cause, should the . 
present motion meet with the same fate of all the pre- 
ceding ones, to the same efFeft. Before I sit down, I 
cannot help observing to your lordships how ripe the 
nation seems for destruction ; if people may judge from 
what we hear in private companies, in current conver- 
sations, and in print. Publications of a very extraordinary 
and alarming nature, indeed, daily make their appearance ; 
such, I will venture to affirm, as have not seen the light for 
forty years before. 1 do not chu<?e to descend to paitjculars. 
When do£lrines subversive of the constitution, and condemn- 
ing that celebrated aera which established it on its present 
footing, are promulged by persons, who from their situa- 
tions are entrusted with the education of our noble youth, of 
children of family and fortune, it may produce very bad 
consequences ; but when we go a step higher, and find a per- 
son, who from his offices and public stations is entrusted 
with the care and education of the Immediate royal family ; 
with the instrudlion of the very persons who, by their birth, 
and relation to the throne, may be called to reign over us, 
controverting the justice of the Revolution, or reprobating the 
principles which gave birth to it, your lordships will agree 
with me, that it is a most alarming circumstance ; and will 
account why some persons were not thought fit foV discharg- 
ing a trust of so high and important a nature. 

The Abp. of Thrk. I confess, I did not at first conceive 
that the noble duke who now spoke, alluded to me, or to the 
late publication of the sermon preached by me before tlic 
j^o^iety for Propagating Christian Knowledge ; nor should I 

. , will. 
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still, had not I beert assured of it by some of my brethren 
who sit by me. I am no orator, being but little accustomcid 
to speak in public ; but unable, ineloquent as I am, I tiiist 
I shall not be vvanting in words to defend myself wh«n 
wantonly, and 1 will actd, unjustly attacked. The discoyrse 
alluded to, I acknowledge to be mine ; and am ready to af- 
firm and prove, that it contains nothing but the truth, i 
thought that no time could be more proper to defend the 
constitution, than when it was attacked by fa£tiou§ men and 
fa£iious principles. I never said any thing against the Re- 
Tolution. What I advanced was in aefence of the constitu- 
tion, which I am ready to support at any risk, and, a»^ ;i 
proof, I appeal to my words. I maintained, in the publi- 
cation the noble duke has adverted to, that a resistatice 
against, law was unjustifiable. I am ready to abide by it 
still, and that a government founded in law, is entitled to 
demand and exaft obedience. I might well expe6l this kind- 
of treatment from fadlion. I might surely look for calum- 
nies and detraftion, for daring to oppose such as would em- 
ploy a good {Principle, in effcSing purposes very different 
from those they venture to avow. The noble duke is a 
Whig, but I say he knows not what Whiggism is. I am 
ready to stand the test of any inquiry, either into my con- 
dtf6t or opinions ; and to maintain them against every at- 
tempt which may be made to controvert or misrepresent 
them. 

The Duke of Grafton said, he did not know how direflly 
to take notice of what fell from the right rev, prelate, as it 
was disorderly to take notice of any thing personal in that 
House, relative to publications, or any expressions which 
passed at a former debate. However, as the most rev. pre- 
late had owned the publiqation, and avowed himself to be 
the author, he looked upon himself .at liberty to take norice 
of the publication itself, without any reference to the au* 
thor as a member in his place. He said, perhaps, he might 
be ignorant of the true principles of Whiggism ; but whe- 
ther he was, or was not, he would accept the rev. prelate*! 
offer, and prove that the pjablication contained several pro- 
positions, which, if true, were direSly repugnant to the 
spirit and system of government recognized at the Rercdu- 
tion. Even according to his own explanation, a government 
of law included every species and kind of government what* 
evcr^ both as to its 6'ame and exercise. 

. The 
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The Abp. of Tmk replied with great warmth. He said, 
• he was ready to face all conseq^uences, to have his opiniotu 
inquired into, and to defend them. He called on his grace 
to make good his assenions: and assured him he was willing, 
to meet him on the fair grou&i of argument, whenever the 
matter came to be considcitd in a debateable sliapc. He 
had advanced, he said, no new dodrine, and was much 
surprized, how the noble duke could have so glaringly mis« 
understood him ; for he was ready to submit the dodirinei 
laid down in his sermon to the most public and rigid inquiry 
and examination. The principles therein maintained, were 
agreeable to the sentiments of all ancient and modern writers 
on civil government ; they were founded in tlic clearest 
principles of law and morality ; and so far from arraigning 
the Revolution, they contained nothing but what had beea 
asserted by the most zealous friends of the constitution ; 
even by Algernoon Sidney himself. He was well satisfied, 
that his honesty and sincerity had created him many eoe- 
mies ; he would not, however, be frightened from his duty 
by any threats; nor would he sacrifice his opinion, nor sub- 
mit to be didlated to by the proudest peer in the land. 

The Duke of Grafton disclaimed any personal allusion : 
he considered the publication as utterly inconsistent with the 
doftrines on whicfi our present establiihment was built. He 
trusted very liitJe to his own judgment in the matter ; but 
referred the rev. prelate to the writings of Hoadlcy (Bishop 
of Winchester) £>o£k)r Bomett, and some other eminent di- 
vines, who maintained do<5)rincs of a very diSerept com- 
plexion from those avowed by the right rev. prelate. 

The altercation between the Duke of Grafton and tl«. 
Abp. of York growing warm, the Bishop of Pnerborough 
arose, and spoke to this efib£t : 

My Lords, I hope I shall be permitted to recall voor 
attention from this very painful subjedl to the order ot the 
day. From the beginning of our unhappy contest with 
America to the present moment, reconciliation on the best 
and most eiFedhial terms that it could be brought about, 
from time to time, has ever been the ob}e(% which I have 
principally had in view; and notwithstanding all the injuri- 
ous refledlions which have been cast on those who have the 
misfortune to differ from the majority of your lordships, 
it has been to me a matter of seriotas concern, that seeing 
diings in the light I hav6 done, I have thought it my indis* 
petisKble duty todisaent fmm some naeaiures of admioiunH 
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tioiH which, whatever might have been the intention of 
th^i, have certainly had the cfFedl I apprehended they 
would have; that of removing all accommodation to such 
a distance that the bulk of the nation seemed to have lost 
light of it. 

One ray of hope for a while broke forth in the appoint-* : 
jnent of the noble lord and his brother, men not less re- 
speftable for their integrity and love of the constitution, 
than of approved conduct in the line of their profession ; 
but so circumscribed were their powers by Parliament, that . 
it is not to be wondered their declaration did not meet with 
all that confidence which their charadlers so justly deserve. I 
tru«t, however, it is not yet impossible to effeiS the good 
purposes of reconciliation, if your lordships will but be 
pleased to give a favourable reception to the motion of the 
noble earl, and thereby convince the colonies (hitherto 
they have had no means to be convinced of it) that Parlia-' 
ment is really disposed to attend to and redress their grievances* • 
To induce yow lordships to this, I beg leave to submiE 
to your consideration, that the resentment which for some 
time past has actuated our councils, is not founded on the 
original subjedl of dispute ; a new ground of contest was 
after a while held forth to tlie public, as if the claim of 
supremacy to tlie exercise of taxation was not of itself suf- 
ficient to justify a perseverance in this ruinous and fruitless 
war. " ^, 

Many of your lordships were (I am persuaded) induced to 
concur in the first steps of an apparent hostility, by the 
, repeated assurances given to this House, that our troops were 
to conquer without fighting, and, that far the greatest and 
most respeftable part of the inhabitants of our colonies were 
favourable to the measures of government: nor was it till, 
after these assurances were found erroneous, that our present 
calamities were imputed to one general concerted plan of in-- 
dependence ; and yet it is this assertion, supported at best but 
by presumptive evidence against positive fadl, and the most • 
express declaration to the contrary, that is with many, 
the principal, with some, the only argument for perse- 
verance. 

The tr\ic cause why America is now in arms and united, 
as one man, is owing to that unhappy determination to re- 
ject the petition of the Congress; by that fatal measure 
those turbulent spirits who all along wished for a total 
separation from the .mother country, had the.mcaps they-. 

wauled' 
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^wanted given tliem to persuade the multitude that they had 
no alternative left but slavery or independence. 

The evil was probably increased by those oflScious, ill- 
timed addresses ; which, though they meant indeed very little^ 
said a great deal too much ; under the specious pretence of 
a zealous concern for the dignity of the Crown and the unity 
of the British empire, they helped to degrade the one by 
dismembering the other. Their effedt abroad was in the 
mean time to make it believed, that the people of this island! 
entertained a spirit of implacable resentment, and were 
averse to reconciliation on any terms short of unconditional 
submission. It was this persuasion which alienated the few 
remafning friends of government, men of peaceable dispo- 
sitions, who respeded the constitution, and still loved the 
stock from whence they sprung ; men of this description ^re 
now in arms hazarding all the evils of war, and liable, if 
conquered, to all the penalties of rebellion. Such, my 
lords, I take to be the true causes of that fierce contest which 
is naw carrying on for dominion and independence. 

If we consider how it is carried ouj the slightest view will 
shew us, such various articles of enormous expence, so many 
means of imposition on the public^ and such uncertainty that 
what is paid for here asain and again, may never reach the 
place of its destination, that was { to enumerate them, I should 
be at a loss ^ere to begin, and having beguuj be still more 
at a loss where to endi 

There is not all that uncertainty in foretelling the probable 
consequences: and that 1 may not be charged with arguing 
on uncertain premises, I am willing to admit what I by no 
means believe to be true, that the assurances given by the 
neighbouring powers are to be depended upon. I cannot 
however help observing, that was it becoming me to trespass 
so fat upon your lordships indulgence^ here is an ample 
field to lament the unhappy state of this counny, which 
but a few years ago (under the auspices of a noble early 
whom I rejoice to see again in this House) -was the con- 
queror of France in every quarter of the worlds and is now 
reduced to a mean precarious dependence on the good will 
and forbearance of her natural rival, for the peace and security 
of the next hour. 

I will confine my view to America, and there experience 
must surely have convinced us^ that it is not a single battle, 
or campaign^ that, as among the efifemina^te inhabitants of 
Asia, is to decide the fate of the westcra world : the van- 
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quished must fly, but they will rally again, and while the 
love of liberty remains, there will be some sparks of courage, 
ever ready to take fire on the slightest occasion. The cities 
must be burnt, and the country laid waste ; many a brave 
man is yet to perish in the prison or the field, ere the 
miserable remnant is brought to an absolute submission, and 
when that is done, what are the advantages we have to ex- 
pea? 

There is not surely any man so childishly sanguine, as to 
suppose we Aall grow rich at once, by having cut up the 
gradual sources of our wealth : many years must pass ere 
America is in a condition to remit a revenue to this countryt 
and should she so far recover from her present calamities as . 
Co be able to do it, I cannot think that any minister past, 
present, or to come, will ever dare again to demand it. 
Not only for the reason assigned by the noble lord, a gene« 
ral disinclination in the colonies, but from various other causes, 
^e may conclude that the substance of taxation is gone for 
ever ; nor is it probable that America will henceforth ever 
long sit quiet under the shadow of it.-^The same means diat 
are employed to subdue the colonies, are necessary to keep 
them in subjeftion, they will surely struggle after they are 
conquered, and recoil lik a spring, whenever the force is re- 
moved that compressed it. 

Such, riiy lords, mu^ be the consequences, if the noble 
earPs motion is r€Je£led, and the sword alone is to decide 
the contest. 

When loyalty to the King, when respedl for the lavw, and 
love of the constitution is gone, there is no security for obe- 
dience, but in a military force, and who is there in this House 
that has any loyalty to the King, any resped for the laws, or 
any love for the constitution, who would wish to see that 
mode of government prevail over so great a part of the British 
empire ? ' 

Lord Lyiiebm dire£^ed his attention first to the motion 
and the noWe lord who m^de it. He acknowledged the 
eminent services which his lordship had performed for his 
country ; and said, whatever notice the motion itself was 
deserving of, the moderate and respectful terms in which it 
was conveyed, and the remarkable propriety and decorum, 
in which the arguments in support of it were urged, called 
for candour and moderation on his part. He seemed 
iMuch surprized at the timid, despondent tone afFedted by the 
Mioblc darlj in relation to lUe couducl and ultimate views 

of 
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of foreign powers, whose fire, spirit and zeal for the honour 
and dignity of his country, had carried terror and conquest 
among the suiTounding nations. He asked his lordship* 
whether he could reconcile it to his former conduft, to hold 
terrors out from the resistance we might meet in pursuing 
and asserting our undoubted rights, either from America or 
elsewhere ? He remembered the time, when the noble lord 
held a different language, when he inspired himself, then 
very young, and the nation at large, with the most exalted 
and heroic ideas ; when he called upon the people to assert 
their honour, and do themselves justice, though every power 
in Europe should combine against them. His- lordship 
next turned to the state of America ; the anarchy that at 
present prevails there; the afts of violence, treachery, 
cruelty, and injustice, that are daily committed in that coun- 
try, by our rebellious subjedts upon their loyal and dutiful 
brethren, merely because they would not join in their diabolic 
cal schemes of overthrowing all just and legal governmentt 
The laws trampled upon, the course of justice interrupted or 
annihilated, government dissolved, magistrates imprisoned 
or banished, the faithful and obedient part of the people 
oppressed, despoiled of their property, suffering 111 dungeons, 
or obliged to fly their native land. He observed, that to all 
the horrors of war^ the rebels had added the brutality of 
savages and the treachery of cowards. These were the 
persons — and this was the cause^ some o( their lordships 
thought fit ^o espouse and defend. His lordship reminded 
his opponents of their predicSlions concerning the condu6b of 
France, and their repeated assertions that America had never 
any thoughts of independence. Experience had verified the 
language of administration on both those points. The 
noble lord who made the motion laughed at the absurdity 
of such an idea, as any interference on the part of France ; 
and the Congress having long since declared the united Colo* 
nies independent .states. The other noble lords, on the 
same 'side, denied the least probability of any such event, 
and pledged themselves, if it should ever happen, that they 
would be the first and most zealous In endeavouring to com- 
pel them to a return of their duty. The event has adlually 
taken plac«, and what is their condufl ? Instead of recom- 
mending vigorous measures; instead of supporting spirited 
and decisive exertions of our whole strength, we are told 
that France does not mean to interfere ; but lest she should, 
it is now proposed to open a treaty with declared and open 
Cc z \^W^* 
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rebels. Our rights are to be abandoned or conceded, lest 
France should go to war when, our strength and resources are 
weakened and exhausted. This is surely strange language, 
and equally pusillanimous, as unworthy the attention of this 
House. France, I am satisfied from my wown knowledge, 
is neither able or willing to go to war ; and though she were, 
1 trubt we are prepared to meet any foreign enemy wliatever. 
Let us turn our eyes to the state of our respedfive finances, 
and we may be enabled to judge, in some measure, of the 
rcspeiSlive abilities of both countries. Let us refledk on the 
case and expedition with which five millions were borrowed 
In a nation said to be verging towards ruin. I will venture to 
say, that a. similar offer would not produce the tenth part of the 
^um in France. Does this accord with the lamentable pidlure 
drawn by the noble duke, and the terrors suspended over 
our heads by the right rev. prelate? Merchants, and men 
in trade, however friendly to government, seldom trust 
their property to precarious prospedls of repayment. In 
those transadtions they pay a constant attention to two objedls, 
advantages and security. They are of all uijen the most 
cautious of disposing, or trusting their money out of their 
hands, and know best to lay it out where it promises profit, 
properly secured. This unbounded credit is seldom a fore- 
runner of a bankrupt government, or empty exchequer. 
His lordship next answered tliat part of the noble duke's 
argument in respect of the petition from the Congress, and 
the evidence given by Mr. Penn. He insisted that the 
former was the effedl of mere hypocrisy, and the latter to his 
own knowledge far from being supported by truth. But 
supposing the former was serious, what did it import ? an 
appeal from the Parliament to his Majesty, and an ^nde^- 
vour to detach him from his Parliament by an abuse of his 
ininisters As a proof tliat the Congress never meant to sub- 
jnit to the supremacy of Parliament, at the very time they 
«cnt the petition alluded to, they made the most daring and 
inSammatory appeal to the whole Irish nation, and invited 
ihem to make a common cause with them, in resist ing.thc^ 
,legislative controuling power of the British Parliament over 
all the dominions of the British Crown. His lordship im<- 
puted the present state of public affairs to the backward- 
ness and mistaken lenity of ministerr in the early stages of 
the contest. He reminded their lordships of the part he 
took, ^ui] how frequently he pressed administration on the 
cubjcul. lie was confident, if vigorous, measures had been 
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adopted earlier, that the rebellious colonies would now. be 
in a state of peace and obedience ; and repeated, he. said, 
what he had frequently said before, that lenity by its conse- 
quences caused often greater afts of cruelty, than those 
which were at the time desisted from on account of their 
harshness. His lordship spoke of the severe usage Colonel 
Campbell had suffered in an American dungeon, which led 
him again to repeat his charge of cruelty and timidity. He 
allowed, that a trade was carried on by the rebels to some 
jxjrts in France, but denied that it received any countenance 
or protection from that court. They were private transac- 
tions, he said, which it would be aifficult to prevent ; and 
which had no origin but the spirit of mercantile adventure, 
and motives of profit. His lordship took great pains to 
shew that the measures of government were popular ; and 
to point out the abilities of the minister, who had so judi-. 
cially planned taxes that would scarcely be felt, and yet would . 
be so very produ£live. He spoke of the country gentlemen,- 
as supporting the present war almost unanimously ; passed 
great encomiums ork their consequence and integrity, and 
affirmed, that while measures were thus strongly supported 
and approved of, both within and without doors, by such 
decisive and respedlable majorities, we had every reason not 
only to expefl an happy issue to the present rebellion, but 
tliat if we should be interrupted by any power whatever, 
that we were both iible to defend ourselves, and make • 
our enemies repent of their rashness. He observed, on 
what fell from the noble earl who spoke second in the de- • 
bate [Earl Gower] relative to the loyal and dutiful disposi- 
tion of great numbers of people in America, where they 
were free to declare their sentiments, and not under the ty^ 
ranny and despotism arising from anarchy and military go- 
vernment; he was certain that it was so, and he had himself 
lately received a letter to that purpose from a person on the 
spot ; and many others of a like tenor, giving an account 
of the great numbers who came in under the proclamation, 
in order to claim the protedion of the British government, 
or to offer their services in assisting to extinguish rebellion. 

The Duke of Manchester opened his speech, with observ- 
ing on a passage in that of the noble earl who. spoke second 
tEarl Gower] what passed in a message between General 
lowe and General Washington, to prove that independence 
alone was the grand obje6l of the American rel)ellion ; and that 
the treaty broke up merely because at the first preliminary 
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Mr. Washington and the Congress refused to treat, unless the 
united colonies should be considered as independent states^ 
His grace insisted that this circumstance proved nothing ; 
the Congress were well aware that the commissioners had no 
powers, but they were willing to try whether, though they 
were armed with no parliamentary powers, they might not 
be charged with private instrudlions. When the persons* 
entrusted widi the aflFair discovered the cpmmissioners had 
neither powers nor instrudlions, and no terojs, but those of 
unconditional submission to offer, they treated all proposi- 
tions of that natare with indignation, and retained their 
ostensible sentiments and resolutions as a matter of necessity. 
He censured the condudt of administration, for holding out 
the idea of a commission, and afterwards holding it hack, 
till America had taken the decided part she did ; and ob-r 
served, with concern, that France had acquired very singular 
aiJvantages in trade and navigation, since the commence-r 
nient of the present civil war, and would continue to reap 
inany more as long as it should last. He pursued the ideas 
of the. right rev. prelate who spoke on the same side, by 
proving, that in proportion as we grew weak or exhausted,, 
from a waste <of blood and treasure, France would recruit 
in every source, which might enable hp r to carry on a most 
vigorous war. He observed, that the noble lora who spoke 
last, had treated the commercial communication now car- 
rying on between France and the British colonies, as a 
mere desultory underhand trade, prosecuted by a few incon* 
siderable enterpri^^ing individuals. He denied that to be 
the h&, : lie had the best and most indubitable authority to 
assure their lordships (and if called upon, was willing to 
prove it) that it was a regular, open, and extensive com* 
merce, daily increasing. He had a list in his possession of 
several of the ships, the nature, and value of the cargoes, 
the n^val and military stores, with several other circum* 
stances of a similar and corroborative nature. It vi^as no trade 
carried on by connivance, in the dark, or in a corner, but 
ii| open day. If that was the case, he appealed to their 
lordships, if there was one of them who, satisfied of the 
fads, did not think such a commerce, such a barter of com- 
modities, in which a supply of military stores was included, 
was not treating the colonies as an independant power, iii the 
£rst instance ; and was it not a breach of neutrality in the 
^ext, allowing the independencj of America to be a fadl 
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not disputable ? His grace attributed, ^s well as the noble 
duke and rev. prelate, the declaration of independency to 
have arose chiefly from the contempt and negledi with which 
their petition to the King had been treated by Parliament ; 
from repeated refusals of redress in any form, or through any 
channel ; and to the inflammatory addresses presented to th^ 
throne, previous to the session of Parliament in 1775. Hi* 
grace pressed the propriety of the motion on several 
grounds ; and predicted the happiest eflfe^ts, should it bo 
agreed to. It was not pretended that the present campaign 
would be decisive : indeed the contrary was already acknow-^ 
ledged. Taking the motion* in that light, as neither pro- 
longing the war, nor defeating the objedls of the campaign, 
he begged leave to assure their lordships, that an account 
of the success of this motion reaching America, would 
more efFedlually tend to stop the further effusion of blood, 
and to an attainment of what we were entitled to demand, or 
ought to wish to obtain, than any advantages we could po&t 
sibly derive from the most successful exemon of our arms* 
The noble earl who made the motion, had, he said, on for- 
mer occasions, of singular difficulty and importance, shewn 
his ability to save his country, by an equal proof of vigour, 
where the cause required a£tion and wisdom, where it de-« 
pended more upon deliberation and management ; his years, 
bis character, deserved respe£k; his motion was itself a proof 
of his wisdom, and, he hoped, their lordships would adopt 
it, as it promised an happy relief in the hour of danger, a 
fortunate resource in the present distressed situation of tiU 
fairs. 

Lord Camden^ It is with pleasure I rise to bear testimony 
how much I approve of the motion made this day by my 
noble friend, and to express my sense of the very singular 
obligations this country . owes him, particulaily on this occa- 
sion, when, setting every impediment at a distance, he ofr 
&rs his assistance in rescuing us from the ruin with which 
this country is surrounded. Before I speak to the immedi- 
ate objects of the motion, I shall say a few Words on thd^ 
subject to which it relates. The noble lords on the other 
side, deny that Britain was the aggressor in this quarrel ; 
and assert, that America always aimed at independency, I 
shall prove, I trust, before I .sit down, that both assertions 
are equally false ; I shall prove that we were the aggressors \ 
and, consec|uently, that the charge of indepeivl^ncy c;mi b^ 

C c i^ oul^ 
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only supported upon what they intended to have done at 
5ome future period, and not upon what has actually hap- 
pened; the aggressor in all contests being chargeable with 
the consequences. 1 shall not renew the controversy so often 
discussed within these walls, relative to taxation. You passed 
a* law for laying a tax upon tea ; but you could not colle6t 
it, because neither importer, nor vender, nor consumer^ 
could be found. You passed another law, which ministers 
-flattered themselves would force the tax into operation. You 
gave the East-India Company a draw-back on their teas 
Exported to America. The teas were sent to America, 
particularly to Boston, where a large quantity was destroy- 
ed. What did we do ? Without demanding reparation, 
without inquiry, without hearing the parly accused, nay, 
even without proof of the fa6l, you condemned the people 
of Boston : you shut up their port j you annihilated private 
property ; you reduced thousands of innocent people to beg- 
gary. You did not stop here; you resolved to punish the 
whole province as well as the town. You deprived them of 
their charter ; and, to fill the measure of the oppressions with 
which yoa were resolved to afflidl them, you deprived them of 
the benefit of the trial by jury, either as a terror to the guilty, 
or a protedlion to the innocent. What were your preparations, 
in ofder to secure the execution of those oppressive and cruel 
measures ? The language of administration was^ that a 
file of musqueteers would march from one end of America 
to the other without molestation ; that the afts were so 
"^isely and judiciously planned that they would execute 
themselves: lest, however, they might not execute them- 
selves. General Gage was sent Out t6 conimand a force con- 
sisting of four regiments, which wxre fuljy adequate, it 
was said^ to the purpose; that was Vvhat was empMtically 
stiled, on the passing of the first of those bills, by a npble 
carl I now see in his place [Earl Man$field], passing, the 
Rubicon, — Neither- the file of musqueteers, nor the. four 
regiments, however, answered what was promised from them. 
^Iwelve mpnths hiving nearly pjifised. General Gage, fron* 
the weakness'of hi» little army, was obliged to remain inac'- 
tive, and beheld the provincials making daily preparations 
before his fjKie, for« a vigorous resistance. Early in the 
next year we declared those people: to be in rebellion; we 
prohibiti^d them from trading with each other; we deprived 
pJ€m pf_ th&ir fishery.; an4 a i\o\A^\o«4 ivx the other House 
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pledged himself to that House, tliat with an anny of 10,000 
men, which would reach America early in the summer, the 
conquest of that country would be certain. The troops 
arrived, the 10,000 men proceeded to hostilities; and if 
diey were not defeated in the field, we know that America 
was not conquered, but that the royal army suffered in 
battle, and mouldered awtiy in such a manner, that they were 
strcightened and besieged in their quarters for full eight 
months, and escaped wiih difficulty aboard their ships and 
vessels of war. Well, the next session arrived; ministers 
owned they were deceived in the accounts they received of 
the disposition of the people of America'; the most decisive 
measures were to be adopted. The same noble lord, for 
the third time, grew confident ; the full force of this coun- 
try was to be exerted ; 70,000 men and a hundred ships of 
war were to be employed ; foreign Aiercenary veterans 
were to supply the place of raw levies ; the sword was 
to be borne in one hand, and the olive-branch in the other. 
A commission was announced from the throne to hold out the 
alternative. What has been the efFedk of all this ? From 
the same authority we are told, we must prepare for an* 
ether campaign ; the decisive measures, and full exertions^ 
have produced nothing material. The repeated predic- 
tions, relative to conquest aild subjugation, have failed. 
What part of America is your own ? Just as much as you 
occupy, or as you can command with the mouths of your 
cannon.* His lordship next proceeded to shew in what an un- 
becoming manner administration had behaved in resped to 
the commission, and the powers granted by that a£l, 
called the prohibitory adl, which he declared to be the 
epitome of every thing cruel and oppressive ; and what, with 
the employing foreign mercenaries to cut their throats, ulti- 
mately determined the Americans to declare themselves inde« 
pendent. He declared, in his conscience, that those were 
the a£ls, and those only, which forced the colonies to take up 
arms in the first instance ; and to justify their resistance, by 
throwing off the yoke of oppression and despotism. His lorcU 
ship next turned to the ruinous state of our trade. By 
those a6ls, particularly by the fishery and capture adls, you 
drove the people empbyed in conimerce to desperation : 
their wants and resentments united in urging them to the 
Ksoiutjon of making a naval war upon you. What has 
t^eea the consequence ? The seal arc covered with their pri« 
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vatecrs ; the French ports are full of them ; they come to 
ibe very mouth of your river and insult you. If your com- 
merce languishes, if your trade decay s, where will you find 
the means of carrying on a war ? While your ships are rotting 
in your harbours, while your merchants are unable to pay the 
insurance, tlie French become your carriers, and the former 
are left to lament their deplorable and distressful situation. 
This at once puts an end to the a£l of navigation, and defeats 
every benefit it was intended to secuie. But extending our 
views a iitcle further, what otiier fatal consequences do we 
behold produceil by this unnatural war ? The ruin of the 
West-India islands ; the loss of their produce ; and the very 
considerable bankruptcies wl)ich it has occasioned. The 
proprietors of the estates and plantations in those islands, 
from a state of affluence, are driven to poverty and despain' 
J am well informed that no less than two hundred famf-< 
lies who, resided here upon ample incomes, drawn from 
thence, have been obliged to return thither, being no longer 
able to maintain themselves in this country. These- are me- 
lancholy considerations, ray lords; ana should be very 
powerful motives with you for agreeing with the present 
ipotion. The two noble lords who have spoken on the orher 
side, have positively denied that France has taken, or means 
to take^ a part in the present dispute, I do contend they 
do this minute take a part, and that they have continued to 
do so from tlie beginning. I would desire your lordshij» 
to recollect what was mentioned by the noble duke . in ihe 
blue ribbon, and myself, in the year 17.75, relative to the 
two French gentlemen who went to Washington, then lying 
before Boston, and who were by him sent to the Con- 
gress, where they remained several montbSt The story wa» 
then treated by the noWe lords in administration in a lu- 
dicrous manner ; yet this, I believe, was the beginning of 
what may hereafter produce very serious consequences. I 
sincerely believe the first overtures came from Fraiice ; and 
that those gentlemen were the bearers of the message. Every 
thing which has since happened confirms me in that opi- 
nion. . It is plain, that the first notice the ministers .re<^ 
ceived of it was in this House ; astonished at the informa- 
tion, I remember^ they.jsaid it was nothing but a visit of 
mere idle curiosity. Let us compare the sequel. In the 
course of the ensuing summer, Mr. Deane comes to Paris^ 
and the Christmas fcQg wing wa$ followed by Do^or Frank^s 
. / , lin. 
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lin. What has been their reception? They frequently 
appear at Versailles, affront Lord Stormont in the anti- 
chamber, and aie admitted to conferences with the French 
King's ministers. He then assured their lordships, tliat he 
had the strongest reason to believe that America was both 
supported and abetted in her resistance, and that ships 
bf war were fitting out in several ports of France, under 
American colours, to infest the channel, and annoy our trade. 
On the principle of Great Britain's being the aggressor, 
he grounded the propriety of her being the first to shew a 
disposition of making peace whh the injured Americans. He 
contended, that nothing of that sort had yet been done, 
and that the commission given topLord and Sir William 
Howe, for granting pardons to the Americans, so far from 
deserving to be considered as containing power of pacifica- 
tion (as its title imported), must necessarily be inefFef^ual 
to such a purpose ; it was indeed an insult on their under- 
standing ; for a herald with a trumpet would have done 
just as much as conunissloners going forth with such in- 
competent authority. It was so considered by the Congress; 
and that it would, be so, was foreseen by many. Now, he 
contended, was the moment, perhaps the latest moment, of 
making peace, and of recovering (in any good degree) what 
was lost. Were this business delayed but for a few weeks, 
America and France might be in alliance ; our commerce witlv 
the former of these countries would then be irretrievably gone 
from us ; and in the moment of our being apprized of that 
evil, another would arise with it, the necessity of a war with 
France, for the recovery (however hopeless might be the en- 
deavour) of our lost possessions and commerce. But a 
French war may not come fiom that quarter only ; so long 
as the contest with America is continued, it must be con- 
stantly dreaded by us. Here he enlarged on the warlike 

preparations of the ancient and inveterate enemy of this 

country. War may proceed from some sudden and unex- 

pedtcd causes, while each party have so many ships. The con- 
tinuance of the war threatened, nothing less than destrudlion to 
the British commerce, which in every sea was vexed, tor- 
mented, torn. by the captures made upon it by Americans, 
by French and Spaniards, and all whom the hopes of booty 
could allure to prey on it, under Congress commissions. 
What efFeft had already been perceived from the captures 
madc^ he shewed, from tlie high fireight and. io^uraoce ow 

all 
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all Bricfsh shipping, and from the number of French vesseU 
(26) now in the river Thames, which were receiving British- 
merchandize for foreign markets, on account of the greater 
cheapness of such conveyance. He said, that in the begin- 
ning of this war, our trade had been considered as an objedl 
only of secondary consideration, and indeed as deserving no 
regard, when brought in competition witli the high and in- 
controlable supremacy of British legislature. That on this 
account, the petition of the West liidia merchants was not 
suffered to be brought into question, till, the deliberations 
concerning that high political dignity were closed ; but was 
thrown into a corner, to be taken afterwards into the conside- 
ration of a committee, West an earlier attention to it might 
l\ave interfered with, and too much debased, the resolutions 
of Parliament on that great sublime mystery. His lordship 
exposed the pride and loHy of that proceeding ; and said, he 
was sorry, in a British senate, he found it necessary to enter in** 
to an explanation of the nature, use, aiid importance of trade 
to this country. He said that trade was its vital blood, dif- 
fusing itself, and running through all its parts, animating and 
filling all with life and vigour. In respe(ji of American trade, • 
he recalled the attention of the House to what this country • 
was before that trade was known in it, what it had grown to • 
he while that trade flourished, and what we were likely to 
heconie, when it was gone from us. \He treated the notion 
of conquest j and of success by force of arms, as utterly ri- 
liiculous, and the final and irreparable loss of America, . as 
the inevitable consequence of a continuance of the war. 

Lord Weymouth objefled to the motion, as inadequate to 
the purpose it was declared calculated to efFe(3, and \\\y 
timed, because' it could not at present be of any service, even 
if it was adopted, by.itheir lordships. He denied the last- 
sf>cakcr's assertion, relative to Mr. Deane and Dr. Franklin 
being frequently in the finti-chamber at Versailles, and af- 
fronting Lord Storraont; so far from this being thefaA, 
the viscount declared . that Lord Stormont never met them 
there ; tmd although he could not pretend to assert that they 
li^d never .seen . the minister of France, he was well aware 
tjiat they had not received any public countenance from 
liinr. or any other part of the French cabinet. With re- 
gard to what had been said of the French haying sent out 
stores, &c. to America, it was very true that the private 
merchants had.. tak^n advantage of the quarrel, as iu all. 

such 
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such cases was customary, and they had shipped an inconsi- 
derable quantity of stores, &c. in different bottoms, many 
of which our frigates and armed vessels had taken ; but tliac 
the French government were not answerable for such con- 
du6l. His lordship further observed, that the motion held 
out nothing specific. It was for an address to his Majesty — 
to do what ? The noble earl, he presumed, did not mean 
to enter into specific terms for relinquishing the rights of 
Parliament. An aft of Parliament had ah^ady appointed 
a commission ; commissioners were now adling by the virtue 
of that commission. This address was not, he hoped, in- 
tended to cause his Majesty to supersede that commission, or 
supersede the provisions of an a£l of Parliament, contrary 
to law. Such a thing was totally impra<Slicable. What 
good purpose, therefore, the present motion could answer, 
or what purpose at all it could answer, was more than he 
could perceive, however well intended. In its present shape, 
he could not consequently speak to it^ till the objections, to 
the attainments of which it was ultimately directed, were first 
pointed out. 

Earl of Chatham. I perceive the noble lord neither appre- 
hends my meaning, nor the explanation given by me to the 
noble earl in the blue ribbon, who spoke early in the debate. 
I will, therefore, with your lordships' permission, state 
shortly what I meant. My lords, my motion was stared 
generally, that I might leave the question at large to be 
amended by your lordships. I did not dare to point out the 
specific means. I drew the motion up to the best of my 
poor abilities ; but I intended it only as the herald of conci- 
liation, as the harbinger of peace to our aflJided colonies. 
But as the noble lord seems to wish for something moie 
specific on the subjedi, and through that medium to seek my 
particular sentiments, I will tell your lordships very fairly 
what I wish for. I wish for a repeal of every oppressive 
a6l which your lordships have passed since 1763. I would 
put our brethren in America precisely on the same footing 
they stood at that period. I would expeft, that being left 
^t liberty to tax themselves, and dispose of their own 
property, they would in return contribute to the com- 
mon burthens, according to their means and abilities. 
I will move your lordships a bill of repeal, as the only 
ineans left to arrest that approaching destrudlion which 
threatens to overwhelm us. My lords, I shall no doubt 
Jiiear it objedled, Why should we submit or concede ? Has 
,.. .. Ame- 
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America done any thing, on her part, to induce us fb agree 
to so large a ground of concession? I will tell you, my 
lords, why I think you should. You have been the ag- 

E lessors from the beginning.^ I shall not trouble youf 
rdships with the paniculars ; they have been stated and 
enforced by the noble and learned lord who spoke last but 
one, in a much more able and distindk manner than I could 
pretend to state them. If then we are the aggressors, 
it is • your lofdships' business to make the first overture* 
1 sayv again^ this country has been the aggressor. You 
have made descents upon their coasts } you have burnt 
their towns, plundered their country, lYiade war upon the 
inhabitants, confiscated their property, proscribed and im* 
prisoned their persons. I do therefore affirm, my lords, 
that instead of exa(^ing unconditional submission from the 
colonies, we should grant them unconditional redress. We 
have injured them ; we have endeavoured to enslave and 
oppress them. Upon* this clear ground, my lords, instead 
of chastisement, they are entitled to redress. A repeal of 
those laws of which they complain, will be the first step 
to that redress. The people of America look upon Parlia- 
ment as the ^authors of their miseries ; their a£fe£lbns are 
estranged from their Sovereign. Let then reparation come 
from the hands which inflidled the injuries; let conciliation 
succeed chastisement ; and I do maintain, that Parliament 
will again recover its authority; that his Majesty will be 
once more enthroned in the hearts of his American subje£^s ; 
and that your lordships, as contributing to so great, glori* 
ous, salutary? and benignant a work, will receive the pray- 
ers and benedictions of every part of the British empire. 

Lord Weymouth replied to the noble earl, by observing 
that he was much obliged to him for his explanation ; but 
that every thing otfered by his lordship, being founded on 
a supposition that Great Britain was the aggressor, and that 
not appearing to him to be the case, every argument built 
on such a supposition, consequently fell to the ground. For 
his part, so far from this country being the aggressor, he 
was of opinion that we procrastinated measures of f rce too 
long, in hopes matters might be amicably adjusted with- 
out an appeal to arms. He denied, that if the present mo- 
tion was rejecled, it would preclude all future hopes of con- 
ciliation. The contrary was much the more probable sup- 
position ; and though it were otherwise, it was impossible to 
prevent the evils meant ro be deprecated by this or any reso- 
lution 
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lution taken at this late season of the year, as the cam- 
paign would be begun, and the operations commenced be- 
fore any account of the present motion could reach Ame- 
rica. His lordship controverted, or direftly denied the 
truth of several of the fadls stated in the coune of the de- 
bate. He was certain that neither Deane nor Franklin were 
invited to the French court, nor were admitted to the anti- 
chamber at Versailles, or to confront, or afiront, the British 
minister there. He said^ that they might have had inter- 
views with some of the French ministry, but he was well 
authorized to confirm what had been advanced by the noble 
earl and noble lord, who spoke on the same side, that France 
at no time stood on a more friendly footing ^with this court 
than at present. 

Lord Wycomhe [Earl of Shelbume], asserted, that the 
doctrines held out in the sermon alluded to by the Dukes of 
Grafton and Manchester, were highly dangerous and repre- 
hensible. He quoted parts of the discourse, and daied any 
prelate to avow such do<Sirine in that House. His lordship 
then took an extensive field of argument, and spoke relative 
to the state of France, the power of her navy, her connec- 
tion with the Congress, and her intention at a proper oppor- 
tunity to attack us. He denied in the most positive terms 
her being ingenuous in her professions of friendship. — 
Have you, said his lordship, insisted on Dr. Franklin and 
the other American deputies being sent from France? — 
What answer have you received ? Have you required the 
French ministers to shut their ports against the Americans 
as Portugal has done ? Have you explicitly demanded, 
that all American privateers should be removed from the 
French ports, and not be permitted to revisit them, either 
with or without their prizes? — What answers have you re- 
ceived ? Does France prevent her ofiScers from serving in 
the American army ? Has she not at this time nineteen ships 
of the line completely fitted and lying at Brest, and 2000 sea- 
men taken out of her Newfoundland vessels ready to man four 
more ? Has she not six ships of the line fitted and readv for 
sea at Toulon, and several ships and 6cxx) troops at Hispa- , 
niola ? Has not Spain a very capital fleet and army, com- 
pletely manned and colle£led in Europe ? Besides, has she 
not a considerable naval and land force in the West Indies ? 
Will any noble lord rise, and tell me these things are not 
so ; and will the noble lord at the head of the admiralty 
(notwithstanding his great promises at the beginning of the 

session) 
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session) now venture to inform your lordships, that on a 
sudden emergency he could command more than tjen ships 
of the line ? My lords, I will save the noble lord the 
trouble of answering this question, by telling him he could 
nor. [Lord Sandwich silently acquiesced in this extraordi- 
nary declaration.] He said, every pretext of the ships 
which carried stores to America, being the adventures of 
private merchants, w;is fallacious ; the private, merchants of 
France were men of too little consideration to carry on such 
a trade ; that 5000!. sterling was more tlian any French 
merchant could raise, that there was no comparison to be 
made between the French and the English merchants, that 
the first were as petty, as poor, and as insignificant as the 
second were wealthy and respe<Sable. His lordship dt^ 
dared, that having much leisure time, he had lately read a 
book entitled Political Papers, which treated of the public 
transadlions in 1721 ; that in it he met with a passage, which 
struck him much ; Cardinal Alheroni, the writer of one of 
the letters,' talking to his correspondent on the subjedi of a 
war with Spain, said, " As long as you can keep the Spjmish 
forces in Sicily, so long will you be' safe from any attack 
from Spain." This, added his lordship, exadlly suits the 
present times : France will let us convey all our. men, 
and all our millions across the Atlantic, but will she suflfer 
us to bring any of the former back again cjuielly? His 
lordship denied that the Americans had all along aimed 
at independency; he said the book which had been published 
under the title of Letters from the Marquis de Montcalm, 
in which that officer appeared to have sent word to Old France 
many years ago, that he discovered a spirit of independence 
in tlie people of New England, and that if the English did 
not take etFe6lual care to curb and cl:^ecfc it, it would one 
day burst forth to the Cost of the mother country, had been 
discovered to be a forgery, and that the marquis had never 
hinted such an idea. That the faft was, the Americans 
were exceedingly unwilling to declare themselves independ- 
ent, nor did they adopt that measure till the severities of 
•our a6ls of Parliament drove them to it ; that we had step 
by step forced them to take up arms and- declare war ; that 
after having so done, what could be expefted but that they 
Siiould dti\:nd themselves as well as they were able ? He dc^ 
clarcd that General Washington was at the head of a large 
army, and that after having spent three campaigns to so 
link purpose, after having suffered our brigades to lose their 

.vigour. 
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"Vigour, and to be so reduced that they were hardly fit for ser- 
vice, was it likely that we should be more successful this year 
than the last? His lordship charged administration with 
holding out false lights to the people ; he said the Americaa 
secretary had declared, that there was so much difficulty in 
procuring men for the rebel army, that they were obliged to 
pay 36I. a man ; that indeed he had afterwards owned his 
mistake, and said he meant 30 dollars ; as he was no financier 
his mistake was pardonable, for surely it would be no greater 
fault in him not to know the difference between dollars and 
pounds, than it was for the great financier to mistake curren- 
cy for sterling. Here his lordship took occasion to com- 
piain of the carelessness of the treasury-board, in the making 
their contrafts, and particularly mentioned that for rum, so 
severely handled in the House of Commons j he said he 
never heard so contemptible a defence as had been made for 
that business ; but that the whole condudl of administration 
was of a piece; they scandalously submitted to the most 
public insults from the French, both in Europe and in the 
West Indies ; they were pitifully mean and pusillanimous 
towards the natural enenay of this kingdom, and barbarous^ 
unjust and tyrannical towards their brettiren and fellow sub^ 

His lordship answered Lord Gower ahd Lord Lyttelton* 
on the ground of an independent majority having supported 
the measures of adminrstration for the last ten years ; he' said 
such assertions tended to deceive and mislead. That a ma- 
jority within doors, and a majority without, were two mat- 
ters essentially distinfti That no man mofc heartily revered 
the real, disinterested country gentlemen than he did. That 
early in life he had been taught to value and to esteem them j 
and that if he might quote the saying of a very able and re- 
spe£lable friend tlien near him, it would, he doubted not, con- 
vince their lordships of the veracity of his assertion. *"His 
noble^frlend, many years since told liim, " That he was bet- 
ter pleased with hearing a sensible and independent country 
gentleman talk for ten minutes, than with the finest speeca 
that ever was uttered by an attorney-general. '* " Bur,'* 
continued his lordship, ** there is a line to be drawn ; every 
country gentleman is not independent ; there are modes of 
corruption which have found their way even to the land- 
holder, and he that has a vote is not always honest enough to 
avoid temptation." Taking the matter up, however, in the 
point of viev^ in which the noble lords have placed it, is 

Vol. VL Dd not 
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not the great support of the British nation commerce? 
if the streams of commerce are stopped, will not all ranks, 
and men of all occupations, feel the consequence ? liie 
tradesman, the shopkeeper, the mechanic, the manufaSufft 
and the merchant, will not be the only sufferers, the coun- 
try gentleman will find his land sink in value, in proportion 
as the country is drained of its wealth, and the means of in- 
creasing it are lost : the counry gentleman, therefore, for- 
sakes his interest, and suffers himself to be made the insti'u- 
nient of his own destruftion, in supporting measures which 
evidently tend to promote the destruflion of commerce. 
His lordship concluded with highly commending the mo- 
tion, thanking the noble earl for having made it, declaring 
his hearty concurrence with it, and recommending it to their 
lordships as a motion which merited the support of the whole 
House. 

The Abp. of fork rose in reply. He said, he was proud 
to find himself of so much consequence. He did not mean 
ta speak to the question ; but as he was up, he should say a 
word or two. He said, the passage in the sermon^'alluded to 
by the noble lord, would serve and answer his purpose. He 
always thought that America aimed at independence ; at least 
they disclaimed any dependence upon the British Parlia- 
ment ; that their appeals to the King, in his mere regal capa- 
city, as distin6l from his Parliament, plainly pointed that 
put ; and that the dodtrines maintained in support of char- 
tered rights, uncontrolable by Parliament, by which means 
a king may discharge any number of his subje6ls he pleases 
from the allegiarye due to the other two branches of the 
legislature, was contrary to the fundamental principles of 
the constitution. He said, if he had described or pointed at 
any fa^ion which did not exist in the state, he was content 
to bear the obloquy ; or had maintained any doflrines that 
would not bear the test, he was ready to abide, that degree 
of censure the offence merited. He trusted he had nor. 
He did not suppose Opposition would be willing to father all 
the dodlrines imputed to the faftion therein described : but 
as to the main ground for his reasons against the present mo- 
tion, as well as those urged in the discourse, aiid on iVhich 
Ije was well warranted in fixing a public stigma, they were 
to be found in the public protests and papers recorded* in 
that House. He said, his way of life ajid mode of conduc- 
ing himself, did not permit him to mix milch with the 
world. He did not pretend to much knowledge of politics, 

but 
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but what he had learned from books. The pubh'cation so 
severely cehsured, contained his sentiments. He might be 
mistaken^ but he was nevertlieless sincere. He was natu« 
rally inclined to live quietly, and on a friendly footing 
with all mankind ; but there were insults of such a nature, as 
cot to be borne ; nor would he bear to be insulted by even 
the proudest lord in that House. 

Lord Shelburne observed in reply, that the right rev. pre- 
late had promulged those do£lrines in a place wliere they, 
could not be answered at the time ; which, among othet 
reasons, was a very good one for abstaining from using the 
pulpit as a medium for conveying party of factious doc- 
trines. He, on the other hand, had controverted them in 
the face of the whole nation, where, if he erred or misre- 
presented, the right- rev, prelate had every opportunity of 
confuting him, and defending his assertions. His lordship 
then put hitti in mind of his want of good manners ; ob- 
served, that in his sermon, the word liberty had stuck in hia 
throat, being too hard for digestion ; and added, that the 
greatest aft of magnanimity in his Majesty, was the removal 
from the tuition of his son, a nran who would not suffer. 
the word liberty to be pronounced without a qualification *.— 
[Here a cry of Order ! Order !] 

Lord 



* ^* It is the usual artifice of fadion, to look for something co* 
lourable, by which the ignorant and unwary may be deceived ; 
and this4s cemraonly affedled by the adoption of a false, or the 
misapplication of a true, principle. 

*^ What is assumed upon the present occasion, is the glorious . 
nature of liberty. Of this there can be no question ; and I hope 
that no times will be so wretchedly debased, as to make it a ques- 
tion in this free country. It is certainly the first and most valuable 
of all human possessions. It realizes and secures all the rest^ and, 
by those who are in the enjoyment of it, ought to be maintained 
at all hazards. But it remains to be settled ; wherein does it con* 
sist ? I have sometimes thought it a misfortune, that a thing so 
valuable and important, should have no word in our language to. 
express it, except one, which goes to every thing that is wild and 
lawless. 

'^ If, therefore, we would avoid abusing our urtderstanding with 
the ideas of savage liberty, which have no place in regulated socie- 
ty, we should use it with an addition, such as legal, or f/i;/7 liber- 
ty. It seems to consist in a freedom from all restraints, except 
«uch as established law imposes, for the good of the community, 

Ddt v^ 
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Lord AfansHcld^ by suddenly rising to speak, put a stop ta 
all further altercation, but said nothing new upon the 
subjefl. He maintained his former opinions, respefling the 
American views of independency ; but relied more upon 
what was urged in Montcalm's LcttersJ which, he insisted, 

were 



to which the partial good of each individual is obliged to give 
place. 

*^ As there arc, in the nature of things, but two sorts of govern- 
ment ; that of law, and (hat of force ; it wants no argument to 
prove, that under the last, freedom cannot subsist. If it subsists^ 
therefore, it must be under law ; and of necessity, that law must 
be supreme ; for if it is not supreme, its power must be abridged 
by its enemy, force. The foundation, therefore, of legal freedom, 
is the supremacy of law. It has been acknowledged as such by 
all commonwealths, from the beginning of the world, as the only- 
power which, can prote^ our rights from their natural ad versacies, 
despotism and anarchy. These indeed have usually gone together ; 
for no anarchy ever prevailed, which did not end in despotism. 

** The passions of men are restless and enterprising, the occa- 
sions which time may present to them are innumerable, and the 
possible situation of things much more various, than any wisdom 
can foresee. But the supremacy of law is a steady and uniform 
rule, to which those who mean well, may in all. circumstances 
safely adhere. 

** To those indeed who mean delinquency, it Is not very fa- 
vourable. This they were aware of, and have therefore substi- 
tuted another rule, by which every man's humour or interest is to 
be made the measure of his obedience. 

" By this system of political rights, ambition, revenge, envy, 
and avarice, with the other bad passions, the controling of which 
is the very intent and meaning of law, are all let loose ; and those 
dear interests, for the protcftion of which we trust in law, are at 
once abandoned to outrage. 

^^ It is wonderful that so weak a system should find stability, 
even in popular madness. It is wonderful that extreme folly 
should not be more innocent. But it is most wonderful, that those 
who have any thing to lose, should adopt such a system. 
" *' Do they hold their distinftions and fortunes by any other 
tenure than that of law ? And will they put them to the hazard, 
for the chance of gaining something bt'tter in the uproar ? 

^' This would be a more dcspcratp species of gaming^ than any 
other which is known, even in these timr-s. But nothing is too 
mean for the uses of parties, especially as they are now constituted.. 
Parties once had a principle belonging to them, absurd perhaps. 
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were not spurious ; upon the preamble of the charter a<3, passed 
in the reign of King William to the province of Massachusets 
Bay ; 10 the resolutions agreed to in a committee of the House 
of Commons, in 1732 ; to the writings of a gentleman who 
published a tradl 011 the colonies in 1749; to two or three 
other speculative opinions, thrown out by a few private indi- 
viduals, in which, Sir Josiah Child, in his Treatise on Trade, 
was included ; than to anv substantial proof drawn from their 
former or present condu(^. The substance of his lordship's 
argument (separjited from bis quoi;ations) was, that the 
Americans had assumed to themselves the dignity and rights 
of independent states, Wobld they descend froi\i that proud 
situation to confer about terms of subordination ? Certainly 
not. They must feel the sulperiority of your arms, bcfoie 

and indefensible, but still carry inej a n'otioh of duty, by which 
honest minds inight easily be caugirt, 

** But there are now combinations of individuals, who instead 
of being the sons and servant's of the community, makfe a league 
for advancing their private intere&ts. It is their business to hold 
high the notion of political honbar. . I believe and trust it is not 
injurious to say, that such a bond is no better than that, by which 
the lowest and wickedest :cohibinations are hdd together; and 
that it denotes the last staj^e of political depravity. 

** There is another point, in the clearing of which the common 
cause of legal freedom is intimately concerned. Those, who main- 
tain these dodrines, justify themselves by the glorious Revolution. 
Are the cases in any view similar ? Or did the leaders in that great 
business aft upon principles such as theirs ? Many \yent into that 
enterprize, who were of different complexions and charafters, and 
with very different designs and niotives ; some, Who but little be- 
fore, when they thought it th6ir interest, were ready enough to 
have betrayed the constitution. But the best and honcstcst among 
them stood forth avowedly, as supporting the supremacy of law. 
Have these men doAe the same ? or have thejr not, in every step 
of the Amferican contest, assailed and insulted it ? IT^ey have main- 
tained, that a charter which issues from the King's sole pleasnre, 
is valid against an ad of Parliament. They have maintained, that 
a King of England has the power to disclurge any. number of his 
subjects that he pleases, from the allegiance that is due to the state* 

** They used their best endeav<)urs to throvy the wtole weight 
and power of the colonies .into jhe Scale of the crown j but we 
thank God's good providence, that we had a prince upon the 
throne, whose magnanimity and justice were superior to such 
temptations. Of those men therefore they have taken the name, . 
tilt not the principles, and have so far aspersed their memory.'* 
* D d 3 ^iwts^ 
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they will listen to you. The present is not a fit season to 
treat ; try them, after this campaign, and then, if you arc 
disposed to treat, take the large ground ; but before you 
consent to such treaty, be sure that a disposition is begotten 
on both sides the water, to relax a little from mutual 
claims, and consent onlv to treat by commissioners ; in or- 
der that the pulse of the, leading people of America jnay 
be felt, and a certain knowledge acquired of what will com- 
pose the troubles of that countvy. This must be done be- 
fore the subjedl of treating can properly come before Par- 
liament. But for one of the contending parties, and that 
the highest and greatest, to begin pacific negotiations, by 
totally repealing all the statutes the other party complained 
of, was, his lord^iip observed, what he could not give 
his assent to ; because, he said, it was not only in the first 
instance sacrificing the dignity of Parliament and the nation 
to the unjust claims of the Americans, but it was placing 
them in a situation, to be treated with contempt, in case 
the Congress should tell youj they were independent states, 
and would not treat with any power on earth, who did not 
Jirst acknowledge their independence.. 

Lord Onslow rose to defend a noble lord in the other' 
House [Lord North] from what tod fallen from the noble 
lord who spoke last but one. He insisted the charge was 
untrue. That the affair about the rum contradls had been 
grossly and foolishly misrepresented in the newspapers ; that 
the contraft for rum had been made with all possible fruga- 
lity, and lower than the navy contrails ; apd as to the blun- 
der about currency and sterling, the noble lord alluded to, 
had said at first it was sterling, hut being contradicted, gave 
it up for the time. On his return home, he found, however, 
tlie first assertion was right. ' - 

Earl of Sliclburne replied, that the noble lord had misquoted 
his wprds ; be never meant to impeach the integrity of the 
noble lord who made the contrafl. The navy contradts 
which were now appealed to by the noble defender of his 
noble friend, were of a long standing, and the rum furnished 
•was of a superior quality ; and was given to make up for 
other articles furnished on disadvantageous terms. The matter 
was not to be controverted. He produced short notQS, taken 
at the time of the debate, by which it appeared, that the 
contradl: made with the treasury was at 4s. 4d. and 5s. 3d, 
while the price of rum on the spot was no niore th?in is. gd, 
mid Mn Bajrley, a mcpiber^gf the Qth?r House, rose at tiiq 

time,- 
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time, and offerfi4 to enter into a contrail with either the 
noble lord or the navy-board, at the rate of 2s. 2d. which 
vas>;a|: aD.ayftra^^c3b9i^t,one half of the price charged in the 
contFa& which* isaow drawn: inta the present debate. 

Lord Onslqw, in . his reply, with respeft to the goodness 
of the rum, mentioned the ^praises, bestowed on it by Sir 
William Howe for its 'superior 4uality, in a le:ter received 
at <hc, treasury, and discrediting a ppsitjye hGt by implication^ 
on_^ probability ; that Mr. IJayley might, like other gen- 
tlemen Jn the h^at of debate, offer what he never intended 
to perforip ) pr >yh^, on cooler reflection,, he would wish to 
rptraft. . ' , • " j 

Lprd ;.4^'«r^<flfc»;€lGtsed the debate,; by desiring to know from 
some law authority, whether the law as to the trial of per- 
sons guilty of offences in America, and brought to this 
country to be tried, was really changed. No answer being 
given, the question was suddenly put, and the motion nega- 
tived by a majority of 99 to 88. 

Adjourned to June 2. 

June 2. 

No debate. 

Private business. Adjourned to June 5. 

y««^ 5- 
No debate. 

June 6. 
The King came to the House of Lords, and put an end 
to the session with the following speech. 
My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
The conclusion of the public business, and the inconveni- 
ence which I fear you must have suffered by so long an at- 
tendance, call upon me to put an end to this session of Parlia- 
ment; but I cannot let you go into your several counties 
without expressing my entire approbation of your condudV, 
and without thanking you for the unquestionable proofs you 
have given to me, and to all the world, of the continuance of 
your attachment to my person and government, of your 
clear discernment of the true interests of your country, and 
of your steady perseverance in maintaining the rights of the 
legislatuiie. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

I cannot suflSciently thank you for xhp zeal and public 

spirit with which you have granted the large and extraor- 

^-"^ -^ supplies, which I have found myself under the neces- 
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sity of ;j^king of ijiy faithful Commons, for the service of 
the current year ; and I m^st it the same trme acknowledge- 
the particular marks of your affcftion to me, a^ well ia 
enabling me to aischarge Hie debts c6ntrd(9ed oh accomu: of' 
ray givil goyernmenti :as m making so considerate an aug*' 
irientation to the cTvil' fist reyemae during my life. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, ^ 

I. trust in the P^vihc Providence, that by a wclUconcef ted 
and vigorous .exertion of \he gi^at force foil hive put into 
jjiy hands, the operations of .this campaign by sea and land 
'^Vlll be blessed with such succcss,^ as may most efFedualij 
tend to the- suppression of the tebellion in America, and 
tp the re-establishn^ent of that constitutional obedience which- 
all the sulyeds of a free estate pWe to tfie Authority oiFlaw. 






ttlill^ 
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LIST of the most material public ACTS 
passed in the Third Session. 



LAND TAX (45.) 
Malt tax. 
To preveot mutiny and desertion. 
For regulating the marine forces on shore. 
I'o enable the lords of the admiralty to grant letters of 

marque. 
To empower the King to imprison persons suspe<5led of high 

treason, committed in America, or on the sea. 
For cloathing the militia. 

F^or regulating the eledion of the East-India diredors. 
For diyidiqg £u&eld Cha^e. 
For exempting catt}e from turnpike tolls, going to or from 

water or pasture. 
For -the support of his Majesty's household and of the dignity 

. of the Crowp. 
For j^wipg ^e exportation of wheat, &c. to the West aod 

East Indies. 
For registering grants of life annuities and protedion of 

infants. 
For allowing a draw^baclcon tea s^nt to Ireland* 
Ypv preventing jthe leaves of ash, elder, sloe, &c. being nfia* 

nufadlured in imitation of tea. 
For restraining the ncgociation of promissory notes. 
For raising a certain sum of money, by loans on exchequer 

bill, for the service of the year 1777. 
For the better supply of mariners and seamen, to serve in his 

Majesty's ships of war^ s^nd on board merchant ships and 

other trading ships and vessels. 
To autliorise the carrying of the captures therein mentioned 

into any part ot his Majesty's dominions in North America ; 

and for ascertaii>ipg the value of such part of ships aod^ 

goods as belong to the re-captbrs. 

To 
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To prevent the clandestine unshipping from, and receiving 
goods at sea on "board vessels employed in the East India 
Company's service ; fof ascertaining the manner of dis- 
charging bonds given for the due exportation of certain 
. goods from Great Britain to foreign parts ; and to oblige the. 

* masters of British or Irish ships sailing from any of his Ma- 
jesty's dominions into the Baltic, to deliver a manifesto of . 
their caries to the British Consul residing there. 

For repealing the eleventh rule in the book of rates, so far as 
the same relates to making any allowance upon the impor- 
tation of damaged currants and raisins, and for making 
the impoiter of such goods an abatement in the duties in jieu. 
thereof ; and for explaining the said Kule, with respedi to 
such allowance for damage on other ^oods ; -and to permit 
the exportation of tobaeco*pipe clay from this kingdom to 
the British sugar colonies or plantations in the West-In- ' 
dies for a limited time. ' 

For better securing the duties on soap, and the duties on rum 
- of tlic sugar plantations put into warehouses ; and for al- 
lowing a draw-back of tlie duties -on rum shipped as stores, 
to be consumed on board merchant ships on their voyages, 
for a limited time. 

To continue the several laws therein mentioned, relating to 
encouraging the making of indigo in the BrTtish planta- 
tions in America ; to the registering the prices at which 
corn is sold in the several counties of Great Britain^ and 
thq quantity exported and imported ; to encouraging tlie . 
i manufa£luring of leather, by lowering the duty payable 
upon the importation of oak bark, when the price orsuch 

* batk jhall exceed a certain rate ; to the allowing timber ahd 
wood to be exported from the island of Dominica, into 
any other of the British islands, colonies, or plantations in 
'America ; and to the allowing a bounty on the fexportation 
of British-made cordage. 

For further continuing an aft, passed in the sixth year of his 
•: present Majesty's reign, intituled, ** An aft to prohibit the ' 
importation of foreign-wrOught silks and velvets, for a 
' limited time, and for preventing unlawful combinations of • 
workmen employed in the silk inariufafture.*' - 

To allow the master dyers, within the counties of Middlesex, , 
Essex, Surrey, and Kent, to employ jbiimcyineh in their 
trade who have not served apprenticeships thereto. 
For preventing abuses in making and vendmg bricks and tiles. 

Fw 
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For allowing further time for inrollment of deeds and wlls 
made by Papists, and for relief of Protestant purchasers. 

To indemnify such persons as have omitted to qualify them-* 
selves for oflSces and employments ; and to indemnify jol- 
cices of the peace, or others, who have omitted to register 
or deliver in their qualifications within the time limited 
by law, and for givmg further time for those purposes ; 
and to indemnify members and officers, in cities, corpora- 
tions, and borough towns, whose admissions have been 
omitted to be stamped according to law, or, having been 
stamped, have been lost or mislaid ; and for allowing them 
time to provide admissions duly stamped ; and to give fur- 
ther time to such persons as have omitted to make and file 
affidavits of the execution of indentures of clerks to attor- 
nies and solicitors. 

For amending and rendering more effectual the several laws 
now in being ; for the more efFedtual preventing of frauds 
and abuses by persons employed in the manufadlure of 
hats, and in the woollen, linen, fustian, cotton, iron, lea- 
ther, fur, hemp, flax, mohair, and silk manufactures ; and 
also for making provisions to prevent frauds by journey- 
men dyers. 

JFor enabling his Majesty to raise the sum of one million, for 
* the uses and purposes therein mentioned. 

For raising a certain sum of money, by way of annuities, and 
for establishing a lottery. 

For granting to his Majesty a duty upon all servants retained 
or employed in the several capacities therein mentioned ; 
and for repealing several rates and duties upon glass, ini- 
posed by an adi made in the nineteenth year of the reign 
of his late Majesty ; and for granting to his Majesty other 
rates and duties upon glass, in lieu thereof; and for the 
better collefting the duties upon glass ; and fOr repealing 
the several rates and duties charged by an a6l made in the 
twenty-ninth year of the reign of his said late Majesty, 
upon all persons, and bodies politic and corporate, having 
certain quantities of silver plate. 

For granting to his Majesty certain duties on licenses, to be 
taken out by all persons afling as au6bioneers ; and certain 
rates and duties on all lands, houses, goods, and other 
things sold by audlion, and upon indentures, leases, bonds, 
d^eds, and other instruments^ 

For 
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For granting to his Majesty a certain sum of money out of 

' the Sinking Fund ; and for applying certain monies therein 

mentioned, for the service of the year one thousand sevea 

hundred and seventy-seven ; and for further appropriating 

the supplies granted in this session of Parliament. 

rto promote the residence of tlie parochial clergy, by making 

S revision for the more speedy and effedlUal building, re- 
uilding, repairing, or purchasing houses, and other neces- 
. sary buildings and tenements, for the use of their benefices. 
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ABINGDON, Earl of, pro- 
tests against the bill for 
suspending the Habeas Cor. 
pusaA 319 

*- opposes the bill for 

restraining the sale of life an- 
nuities 327 

speaks further on that 

bill 335 

opposes too much 



power being given to the 
King's Bench 336 

Address of the Right Hon. the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in Parliament assembled 314 

— — — his Majesty's answer 
thereto 3 1 5 

Aoiendment proposed to be 
made to the motion for an 
address on his Majesty's 
speech 3 1 1 

■ resolved in the ne- 

gative ^3^3 

■I Lords who dissented 

from that resolution 314 

Bill, giving power to the Lorda. 
of the admiralty to grant 
letters of marque 3 17 

»' ■ to suspend the Habeas 
Corpus adl 3^8 

— to restrain the »alc of Hfe 
annuities ^^'j 



Bristol, Earl of, supports Lord 
Sandwich against answering^ 
some questions asked by Lord . 
Shelburne 509 

knows that the present 

affairs have a suspicious ap.* 
pearance 510 

Camden, Lord, opposes Lord 
Mansfield's amendniepts to 
the life annuity bill 314 

makes a motion, which 

is agreed to 315 

objeAs to the ameod^ 

ments made to the seventh 
clause of the annuity bill 3 iS 

considers di^erent parts 

of that bill 337 to 343 

gives notice of the Earl 



of Chatham'9 intended mo- 
tion 371 
" supports that motion 

39» 

r p6ints out the absurdi^ 

ties of administration 392 

Cardiff, Lord (Mountstuart), 
declares the colonists to be 
exceedingly ungrateful 2 84 

•-*- — considers the present state 
and condition of Our colo- 
nics 2S^ 

— . " ' advise^ a vigorous exer. 

tionofour whole strength 286 

Cardifl; 
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Cardiff, Lord, declares in fa» 
vour of the address to the 
King 287 

— speaks warmly on that 
subject 349 

Carlisle, Earl ofi moves for an 
address to the King for his 
speech 279 

* ' asserts that the nation 
had been brought into its 
present distress by designing 
men 279 

speaks warmly on the 



insolence of the American re- 
bels 280 
Carmarthen, Marquis of, (See 

Osborne, Lord) 

Caose respedUng a will 369 

Chancellor, Lord, speaks to the 

bill for the suspension of the 

Habeas Corpus aft 319 

■ speaks to Jackson's 
estate bill 322 

■ ■ speaks again to the 

same business 325 

Chatham, Earl of, recommends 
to put an end to the Ameri- 
can war 371 

moves for an address to 

his Majesty 372 

■■ ■ considers England as 

the aggressor in the present 

dispute 373 

• reproaches the measures 



that produced the civil war 

»- rises further to explain 

himself 397 

Coventry, Earl of, asks a ques- 
tion on the bill for the sus- 
pension of the Habeas Corpus 
aft 318 

Denbigh, Earl of, speaks to the 
amendments in the annuity 

^i^l 337 

Derby, Earl of, speaks warmly 

in favour of the King's speech 



Derby, Earl of, laments the 
faftious spirit both at home 
and in America 2 8 S 

expatiates on many and 

singular virtues of his Ma- 
jesty ^ 34a 

supports the King's mes. 

sage to the House on the state 
of his debts 341 

1 proposes paying off the 

debts, and granting an aug. 
mentation to the civil list 342 

moves for an humble ad- 
dress of thanks to his Ma- 
jesty 344 

EiEngham, Earl of, opposes the* 
address to his Majesty on his 
message to the House 35a 

considers the present 

period as improper to ask for 
augmentations to the civil 
list , 351 

Fauconberg, Earl, seconds the 
motion for an address to the 
King on his speech 280 

Gower, Earl, opposes Lord 
Chatham's motion 374 

insists that the motion 

held out nothing new 375* 

ludicrously alludes to the 

change of sentiments in the 
minority Lords - 37 5 

insists that the present 

ppsture of affairs is very, 
promising - 37 7 

■ replies to the Duke of 
Grafton - 379 

Grafton, Duke of, condemns the 
conduft of administration 294 

'■ insists that Parliament 

was led blind-folded 295 

alludes to a particular 

part of the King's speech 296 

replies to the Earl of 

Sandwich - ib^ 

— — considers our present 
naval force as unequal to- the- 
d^ngers of the times 297 



